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INTRODUCTION:
REDISCOVERING A
FORGOTTEN GEM

In the golden age of
television adventure
series, few shows
captured the
imagination quite like
Tales Of The Gold
Monkey. This
1982-1983 ABC drama,
created by Donald P.
Bellisario, remains a
beloved cult classic for
those who remember
its swashbuckling
blend of mystery,
romance, and high-
flying action set in the
South  Pacific  just
before World War II.

While it only lasted one
season of 22 episodes,
its influence on later
adventure

series—most notably
the hit show The Young
Indiana Jones
Chronicles and even
Bellisario’s own
Magnum, P.l.—is
undeniable. This article
delves deep into the
world of the Tales Of
The Gold Monkey,

exploring its
characters, production
history, critical

reception, and lasting
legacy. Whether you
are a long-time fan or a
newcomer curious
about this hidden
treasure, prepare to
journey back to a time
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when pulp adventure
ruled the airwaves.

THE PREMISE: A
SOUTH SEAS
ADVENTURE
AWAITS

Set in 1938, Tales Of
The Gold Monkey
follows the exploits of
Jake Cutter, a roguish
American cargo pilot
operating out of the
fictional island  of
Boragora in the South
Pacific. Together with
his one-eyed mechanic
Corky, his faithful dog
Jack (who always rode
shotgun), and the
sultry nightclub singer
Sarah Stickney White,
Jake  finds  himself
entangled in a web of
intrigue involving
smugglers, Nazis,
Japanese spies, double-
crossing locals, and a
legendary golden
monkey idol that
everyone seems to
seek. The show was

unabashedly inspired
by the <classic
adventure films of the
1930s and
1940s—especially
Casablanca and the

Indiana Jones
franchise—and it wore
those influences
proudly.

The opening credits
alone set the tone: a
montage of seaplanes,

exotic dancers,
fistfights, and jungle
chases, all
accompanied by a
rousing orchestral

score. Each episode
typically began with

Jake flying his
Grumman Goose
seaplane, the “Saki,”
into some new

predicament, only to
escape via quick
thinking, charm, and a
bit of luck. The
serialized format kept
viewers coming back,
and the chemistry
among the cast made
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the adventures feel
both exciting and
endearing.

CHARACTERS THAT
MADE THE SHOW
UNFORGETTABLE

Strong characters are
the backbone of any
great series, and Tales
Of The Gold Monkey
had a memorable
ensemble. Let’s look at
the key players:

e Jake Cutter
(played by
Stephen Collins)
- The archetypal
square-jawed
hero: handsome,
resourceful, but
flawed. Jake is a
former Navy pilot
who survives by
flying cargo and
taking odd jobs.
He is protective
of his friends and
has a soft spot
for Sarah, though
he often masks

his emotions with
cynicism.

Corky (played by
Jeff MacKay) -
Jake’s best friend
and mechanic, a
one-eyed
wisecracker who
provides comic
relief but can be
surprisingly
brave when the
chips are down.
His loyalty to
Jake is
unwavering.
Sarah Stickney
White (played
by Caitlin
O’Heaney) - A
beautiful and
independent
American singer
working at a bar
on Boragora.
Sarah is not just
a love interest;
she is a key
player in the
adventures,
often using her
wits to help the



group. Her past
holds secrets
that slowly
unfold.

e Jack - Jake’s
smart and quirky
dog, a Jack
Russell terrier
who always rides
in the co-pilot
seat and is more
than just a
pet—he often
helps in tight
spots, providing
both comedy and
assistance.
Reverend
Willie John
(played by John
Calvin) - A
mysterious
missionary with a
dark past, who
frequently
changes sides.
His moral
ambiguity adds
depth to the
series.

Major Goto
(played by John

Fujioka) - The
Japanese naval
officer and
recurring
antagonist,
always trying to
seize the island
for imperial
interests. He is
ruthless but
respects Jake’s
cunning.

* Princess Koji
(played by Marta
DuBois) - A
rebellious island
royal who often
allies with Jake,
adding a layer of
romance and
danger.

The chemistry among
these characters gave
Tales Of The Gold
Monkey warmth amid
the gunfire and exotic

locales. Viewers
invested in their
relationships, which

made the cliffhangers
and jeopardy feel
genuine.
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PRODUCTION
HISTORY: A SHOW
BORN FROM
BELLISARIO’S
VISION

Donald P. Bellisario,
the creator of Magnum,
P.I. and future
mastermind of
Quantum Leap and
NCIS, conceived Tales
Of The Gold Monkey
after a trip to the South
Pacific. He wanted to
recapture the spirit of
the adventure serials
he loved as a boy,
particularly the 1930s
films like Only Angels
Have Wings. The show
was greenlit by ABC in
1982 as a mid-season
replacement, debuting
on September 22,
1982.

Filming took place
primarily on location in
Hawaii, which stood in
for the fictional
Boragora. The
production values were

high for a television
series at the time: real
seaplanes, elaborate
sets for the bar and
docks, and stunt
sequences that
avoided the use of
obvious doubles. The
show also employed a
mix of veteran
character actors and
rising stars. Stephen
Collins (later known as
the dad on 7th
Heaven) was cast as
Jake Cutter after a
nationwide search. The
iconic theme music
was composed by Mike
Post and Pete
Carpenter, who also
scored Magnum, P.l. -
it remains instantly
recognizable to fans.

Despite a reasonably
strong start, ratings
slipped as the season
wore on. The show
faced stiff competition
from The A-Team on
Tuesdays and suffered
from a timeslot



change. By spring
1983, ABC cancelled
the series, leaving the
finale on a cliffhanger
(Jake and Sarah about
to confront the
mysterious gold
monkey). Though fans
clamored for a second
season, the network
moved on. In later
interviews, Bellisario
expressed regret that
the show didn’t get a
chance to fulfill its
potential.

CRITICAL AND FAN
RECEPTION: A
CULT FOLLOWING
IS BORN

When it first aired,
Tales Of The Gold
Monkey was praised
by critics for its light-
hearted tone, visual
style, and the
chemistry of its cast.
The Los Angeles Times
called it “a delightful
throwback to the days
when adventure was

pure fun.” However,
some reviewers found
it derivative of Indiana
Jones (released only a
year earlier) and
criticized the show for
being occasionally silly.

Nonetheless, it
developed a loyal
fanbase that

appreciated its

escapist charm.

In the decades since
cancellation, the show
has enjoyed a robust
afterlife on home
video. It was released
on DVD in 2006, and
streaming availability
(on Amazon Prime and
other platforms)
introduced it to new
audiences. Online fan
forums still discuss
episodes, and
occasional petitions for
a reboot or sequel
movie appear. The
series holds an 8.0
rating on IMDb, a
testament to its
enduring appeal. Many
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viewers note that if it
had aired a few years
later, it might have
resonated with the
same audience that
made The Young
Indiana Jones
Chronicles a success.

INFLUENCE ON
LATER ADVENTURE
SERIES

Though Tales Of The
Gold Monkey lasted
only one season, its
DNA is visible in
numerous shows that
followed. Bellisario
himself reused several
plot devices and
character dynamics in
later projects. The
“buddy heroes with a
plane” concept can be
seen in Tales of the
South Seas? More
directly, the show is
considered a precursor
to the 1990s adventure
series The Adventures
of Brisco County, Jr.
and even the 2010s

fan-favorite The
Librarians. The blend of
historical fiction, exotic
locations, and quirky
sidekicks became a
template that many
shows still emulate.

Additionally, the series
has been cited as an
inspiration by creators
of pulp-inspired video
games like Indiana
Jones and the Fate of
Atlantis and the
Uncharted series. The
notion of a treasure
hunt set against the
backdrop of impending
world war clearly owes
a debt to this short-
lived gem. Even the
popular podcast The
Adventure Zone has
referenced the Gold
Monkey in passing.

WHERE TO WATCH
“TALES OF THE
GOLD MONKEY"
TODAY

For those eager to dive



CONCLUSION:THE,
Tales Of The Gold
Monkey is available
on DVD as a complete
series collection. It can
also be streamed on
Amazon Prime Video
(with subscription) and
sometimes on YouTube
for free (check region
availability). The
picture quality has
been remastered for
modern screens,
though the original 4:3
aspect ratio and film
grain preserve the
nostalgic feel. Many
fans recommend
starting with the pilot
episode, “Tales of the
Gold Monkey: The
Pilot,” which sets up all
the main threads. A
bonus feature on the

DVD includes a
making-of
documentary and

commentary by Donald
P. Bellisario.

GOLD MONKEY'S
LASTING SHINE

In a television
landscape filled with
gritty reboots and
complex serialized
dramas, Tales Of The
Gold Monkey stands
as a reminder that
pure, unadulterated
fun has its own kind of
magic. The show may
have been short-lived,
but its sunny humor,
thrilling stunts, and
lovable characters
have kept it alive in the
hearts of those who
discovered it. For
anyone who enjoys a
good adventure story,
classic 1930s
ambience, and the
timeless appeal of a
hero flying a seaplane
into the unknown, this
series deserves a spot
on your watchlist. As
the theme song says,
“The world is waiting
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just for you... come monkey still shines, if
along, the sky is wide.”  you just know where to
Indeed, the gold look.



