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INTRODUCTION:
THE TURNING
POINT IN MARY
SHELLEY’S
MASTERPIECE

M a r y  S h e l l e y ’ s
Frankenstein remains
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
endur ing  works  of
Gothic  literature,  a
novel that continues to
captivate readers  with
i t s  p r o f o u n d
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
ambition, isolation, and
the  consequences  of
playing God. Among its
many  memorab le
p a s s a g e s ,
F r a n k e n s t e i n
Chapter 10 stands out

as a pivotal moment in
the  narrative.  This
chapter  marks  the
l o n g - a w a i t e d
confrontation  between
Victor  Frankenstein
and  his  Creature,  set
against  the  sublime
a n d  t e r r i f y i n g
landscape of the Swiss
Alps.  For  students,
scholars,  and  casual
readers  alike,  Chapter
10  offers  some  of  the
most intense emotional
and  phi losophica l
exchanges in the entire
novel.  In  this  article,
we  wil l  explore  the
chapter  in  depth ,
examining  its  context,
t h e m e s ,  l i t e r a r y
techniques, and lasting
significance.  Whether

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 Frankenstein Chapter 10 2022-11-21

you  are  studying  the
text  for  an  exam  or
simply  rediscovering
t h e  s t o r y ,
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
F r a n k e n s t e i n
C h a p t e r  1 0  i s
e s s e n t i a l  t o
app rec i a t i ng  the
novel’s  power.

THE CONTEXT
LEADING TO
CHAPTER 10

Before  diving  into  the
chapter  itself,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  where  the
story  stands.  Victor
F rankenste in  has
created a  living being
from  assembled  body
p a r t s ,  o n l y  t o  b e
horrified  by  his  own
creation. He abandons
the  Creature,  who
disappears  into  the
world.  Meanwhile,
V i c t o r ’ s  younge r
brother,  William,  is
murdered,  and  the
i n n o c e n t  f a m i l y

servant, Justine Moritz,
is  executed  for  the
crime.  Victor  knows
that his Creature is the
true  k i l ler ,  but  he
remains  silent  out  of
f e a r  a n d  s h a m e .
Consumed by guilt and
despair, Victor retreats
into  the  natural  world
to  find  solace.
F r a n k e n s t e i n
Chapter  10  opens
with  Victor  journeying
through  the  A lps ,
h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e
grandeur  of  nature
might  lift  his  spirits.
Instead, the landscape
mi r ro r s  h i s  i nne r
turmoil, and he comes
face  to  face  with  the
being  he  has  been
desperately  trying  to
avoid.

The
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Sublime
Landscap
e of Mont

Blanc
Shelley’s description of
the  Alpine  scenery  in
F r a n k e n s t e i n
C h a p t e r  1 0  i s  a
masterclass in the use
of  the  sublime.  The
t o w e r i n g  p e a k s ,
treacherous  glaciers,
and roaring avalanches
evoke  both  awe  and
terror  in  Victor.  He
walks  through  the
“mighty  Alps”  and
finds  himself
surrounded  by  “the
everlasting  frost”  of
t h e  g l a c i e r .  T h e
landscape  is  beautiful
y e t  d a n g e r o u s ,
reflecting  Victor’s  own
state  of  mind.  He  is
drawn to  the isolation

of  the  mounta ins ,
hoping  to  escape  the
m e m o r i e s  o f  h i s
failures.  However,  the
natural  world  here  is
n o t  a  s o u r c e  o f
comfort;  it  is  a  stage
for  the  confrontation
that  follows.  Shelley
uses  the  setting  to
e m p h a s i z e  t h e
emotional  intensity  of
the scene, making the
reader  feel  the  cold,
the  vastness,  and  the
impending doom.

Victor’s
Emotional
State at
the
Beginning
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of the
Chapter
As the chapter begins,
Victor  is  in  a  state of
deep  depression.  He
describes himself as “a
wreck”  and  longs  for
death. His journey into
the  mountains  is  a
form  of  self-imposed
exile, a way to punish
himself for his crimes.
He  con temp la tes
suicide  but  finds
himself  unable  to  go
through  with  it.  The
landscape ,  wh i l e
magnificent,  only
serves  to  remind  him
of  his  own  smallness
and insignificance. This
psychological backdrop
i s  c r u c i a l  f o r
understanding  why
Victor  reacts  the  way
he does when he sees
the Creature. He is not
i n  a  r a t i o n a l  o r
forgiving mindset; he is

filled  with  rage,  self-
loathing,  and  a  thirst
f o r  v e n g e a n c e .
F r a n k e n s t e i n
Chapter  10  t hus
begins  with  Victor  at
his lowest point, which
m a k e s  t h e
confrontation  that
follows  all  the  more
volatile.

THE
CONFRONTATION
ON THE GLACIER

While  traversing  the
glacier  of  Montanvert,
Victor  sees  a  figure
approaching  him  with
superhuman speed. He
i m m e d i a t e l y
r e c o g n i z e s  t h e
Creature  and  is  filled
with  fury.  Victor’s  first
instinct  is  to  attack,
cursing  the  being  he
brought  to  l i fe  and
calling  him  a  “devil”
and a “vile insect.” The
Creature,  however,
does  not  retaliate.
Instead,  he  speaks
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calmly  and  logically,
surprising  Victor  with
his  eloquence.  This
moment is  one of  the
most  powerful  in  the
n o v e l  b e c a u s e  i t
subverts  the  reader’s
expectat ions.  The
monster, who has been
p o r t r a y e d  a s  a
mindless brute, reveals
h i m s e l f  t o  b e
intelligent,  articulate,
and deeply  emotional.
The  confrontat ion
quickly  becomes  a
d e b a t e ,  w i t h  t h e
Creature  demanding
that  Victor  hear  his
side  of  the  story.

The
Creature’
s Plea for
Understa

nding
The Creature’s speech
in  Frankenste in
C h a p t e r  1 0  i s  a
masterful  piece  of
rhetoric. He appeals to
V i c to r ’ s  sense  o f
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,
reminding him that he
is the creator and thus
b e a r s  a  m o r a l
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  h i s
creation.  The Creature
argues  that  he  was
born  innocent  and
good,  but  that  the
cruelty  and  rejection
he faced from humans
tu rned  h im  in to  a
monste r .  He  asks
V ic tor  a  po ignant
question:  “Remember
that I am thy creature;
I ought to be thy Adam,
but  I  am  rather  the
fallen  angel,  whom
thou  drivest  from  joy
for  no  misdeed.”  This
bibl ical  al lusion  is
central  to  the  novel’s
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themes.  The  Creature
sees himself as a fallen
being, not by his own
choice, but because of
h i s  c r e a t o r ’ s
abandonment. He does
not ask for much—only
that Victor listen to his
story  and  perhaps
s h o w  s o m e
compassion.

Victor’s
Reluctant
Agreeme
nt
Initially,  Victor  refuses
t o  l i s t e n .  H e  i s
consumed  by  hatred
and  disgust  for  the
Creature. However, the
Creature’s words begin
to  chip  away  at  his
resolve.  The  Creature
points out that he has
suffered  more  than
Victor ever could,  and

that  he  deserves  a
chance  to  expla in
h i m s e l f .  H e  a l s o
threatens  V ic tor ,
warning  that  if  Victor
refuses to hear him, he
will  continue  to  bring
misery  to  his  family.
F a c e d  w i t h  t h i s
u l t imatum,  V ictor
reluctantly  agrees  to
a c c o m p a n y  t h e
Creature  to  a  remote
hut  in  the  mountains,
where the Creature will
tel l  h is  story.  This
agreement  sets  the
stage for the chapters
that  follow,  in  which
the  Creature  narrates
his  experiences  from
his  own  perspective.
F r a n k e n s t e i n
Chapter 10 thus ends
with  a  fragile  truce,
one that is fraught with
t e n s i o n  a n d
uncertainty.

THEMES
EXPLORED IN



Frankenstein Chapter 10 7

7

FRANKENSTEIN
CHAPTER 10

F r a n k e n s t e i n
Chapter  10  is  r ich
with thematic content.
It is not merely a plot
device;  it  is  a  deep
exploration  of  several
key  ideas  that  run
throughout  the  novel.
Understanding  these
themes is essential for
any  analysis  of  the
text.

Responsi
bility and
Creation
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
prominent  themes  in
this  chapter  is  the
responsibi l i ty  of  a
creator  toward  his
c r e a t i o n .  V i c t o r
brought  the  Creature
into existence and then
abandoned  him.  The
Creature  argues  that

this  abandonment  is
the root cause of all his
suffering  and
subsequent  violence.
She l l ey  uses  th i s
dynamic  to  question
the  ethics  of  scientific
ambition. If you create
something, are you not
responsible  for  i ts
wellbeing?  Victor’s
f a i l u r e  t o  t a k e
responsibility  for  the
Creature  leads  to
tragedy  after  tragedy.
The  chapter  forces
readers to ask: who is
the  real  monster—the
Creature who acts out
of pain, or the creator
who refused to care for
him?

Isolation
and
Lonelines
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s
Both  Victor  and  the
C r e a t u r e  a r e
profoundly  isolated  in
this chapter. Victor has
w i t h d r a w n  f r o m
s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e
Creature  has  been
rejected  by  everyone
he  has  encountered.
Their  meet ing  is  a
collision  of  two  lonely
sou l s  who  cannot
connect because of the
fear  and  hatred  that
separate  them.  The
Creature’s  eloquent
speech  abou t  h i s
loneliness is one of the
most  moving  parts  of
t h e  c h a p t e r .  H e
describes  how he  has
been  chased,  beaten,
and reviled by humans,
and how he longs  for
companionship.  Victor,
on  the  other  hand,  is
isolated  by  his  guilt
a n d  s e c r e t s .  T h e
chapter  suggests  that

i s o l a t i o n  i s  a
destructive  force,  one
t h a t  c a n  d r i v e
individuals  to  despair
and violence.

Nature
vs.
Nurture
The Creature’s account
o f  h i s  e a r l y
experiences challenges
the  idea  that  he  was
born  evil.  He  claims
that he was initially a
gentle  and  curious
b e i n g  w h o  o n l y
became  violent  after
being mistreated.  This
ra ises  the  c lass ic
d e b a t e  o f  n a t u r e
versus  nurture.  Was
the  Creature  destined
t o  b e  a  m o n s t e r
b e c a u s e  o f  h i s
unnatural  origins,  or
was he made into one
by  the  cruelty  of  the
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world?  Frankenstein
Chapter 10  does  not
provide  a  definitive
answer,  but  it  forces
the reader to consider
the possibility that the
Creature is a victim of
circumstance.  This
ambiguity  makes  the
novel  so  compelling
and  timeless.

The
Sublime
and the
Monstrou
s
Shelley’s  use  of  the
sublime  landscape  in
this  chapter  is  closely
tied  to  the  theme  of
monstrosity.  The  Alps
are  beaut i fu l  and
terrifying, just like the
Creature. He is both a
wonder of nature and a

horror. By placing their
confrontation in such a
setting,  Shelley  blurs
the  line  between  the
n a t u r a l  a n d  t h e
u n n a t u r a l .  T h e
Creature,  for  all  his
grotesque appearance,
speaks  with  a  natural
eloquence  that  Victor
lacks. This inversion of
expectations  adds
depth  to  the  chapter,
forcing readers to look
beyond appearances.

LITERARY
TECHNIQUES IN
FRANKENSTEIN
CHAPTER 10

Shel ley  employs  a
number  of  l i terary
t e c h n i q u e s  i n
F r a n k e n s t e i n
Chapter  10  t h a t
enhance  its  impact.
These  techniques  are
worth  examining  for
anyone  interested  in
the craft  of  writing or
in analyzing the novel
in depth.
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Gothic
Imagery
The  chapter  is  filled
with  Gothic  imagery
t h a t  c r e a t e s  a n
atmosphere  of  dread
and awe. The glacier is
described  as  a  “vast
and  t remendous”
e x p a n s e ,  w i t h
“rushing” streams and
“frightful” chasms. The
sky is dark and stormy,
reflecting  Victor’s
turbulent  emotions.
This imagery is not just
d e c o r a t i v e ;  i t
reinforces the sense of
a  world  that  is  both
beautiful  and  hostile.
The  Gothic  tradition
often  uses  nature  to
mirror the inner states
of  characters,  and
She l ley  does  th i s
masterfully.

Dramatic
Irony
The re  i s  a  s t r ong
element  of  dramatic
irony  in  Chapter  10.
The reader knows that
the Creature is capable
of speech and reason,
but  Victor  is  initially
s h o c k e d  b y  t h i s
revelation.  The  reader
also  knows  that  the
Creature has a story to
tell—a  story  that  will
challenge Victor’s (and
perhaps  the  reader’s)
assumptions.  This  gap
between  what  the
characters  know  and
what  the  audience
knows creates  tension
a n d  e n g a g e s  t h e
reader more deeply in
the narrative.

Rhetorica
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Language
The Creature’s speech
is a masterful piece of
rheto r i c .  He  uses
emotional  appeals,
logical arguments, and
vivid imagery to make
his case. He compares
himself to Adam and to
t h e  f a l l e n  a n g e l ,
i nvok ing  b ib l i ca l
narratives to frame his
suffering.  He  also  uses
direct  address,  calling
Victor  “my  creator”
and  “my  master ,”
which  emphasizes  the
p o w e r  d y n a m i c
between  them.  This
use  of  persuas ive
language  shows  that
the Creature is not just
a  b r u t e ;  h e  i s  a n
intelligent  being  who
understands the power
of words.

Symbolis
m
The  glacier  itself  is  a
powerful symbol in this
chapter.  It  represents
Victor’s  emotional
c o l d n e s s  a n d  h i s
inability to feel warmth
or  compassion  for  his
c r e a t i o n .  I t  a l s o
s y m b o l i z e s  t h e
isolation  that  both
c h a r a c t e r s
experience—a  cold,
barren  waste land
w h e r e  n o  h u m a n
connection is possible.
The  storm  that  rages
as they talk mirrors the
conflict  between  them,
while  the  fragile  hut
where  the  Creature
t e l l s  h i s  s t o r y
represents a temporary
refuge from the storm,
b o t h  l i t e r a l  a n d
metaphorical.
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CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT IN

CHAPTER 10

F r a n k e n s t e i n
Chapter 10  is  crucial
for the development of
both  Victor  and  the
Creature.  For  Victor,
this chapter marks the
beginning of his forced
confrontation  with  the
consequences  of  his
actions.  He  can  no
longer  run  from  the
Creature  or  pretend
that  his  problems  will
go  away .  He  must
listen, even if he does
not want to.  This is  a
humbling  experience
fo r  V i c to r ,  who  i s
accustomed to being in
control.
For  the  Creature ,
Chapter  10  is  his  first
real  opportunity  to
speak  for  himself.  Up
until now, he has been
seen  only  through
Victor’s  eyes—as  a
monster,  a  demon,  a

thing  of  horror.  Now,
readers get to hear his
voice  directly  (even
though it is still filtered
t h r o u g h  V i c t o r ’ s
n a r r a t i v e ) .  T h i s
changes  the  way  we
perceive the Creature.
H e  b e c o m e s  a
sympathetic  figure,
one  who  has  been
wronged  and  who
yearns  for  connection.
His  request  is  simple:
he  wants  someone  to
hear  his  story.  This
humanizes  him  in  a
way  tha t  V i c to r ’ s
earlier  descriptions
could  not.

THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF FRANKENSTEIN
CHAPTER 10 IN
THE NOVEL

F r a n k e n s t e i n
Chapter  10  is  often
cited  as  one  of  the
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
chapters  in  the novel.
It is the moment when
the  story  shifts  from
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being a straightforward
h o r r o r  t a l e  t o  a
complex  moral  and
philosophical  drama.
The  confrontation  on
the glacier forces both
Victor  and  the  reader
to reconsider  who the
real monster is. It also
sets up the Creature’s
n a r r a t i v e ,  w h i c h
occupies  the  central
portion  of  the  novel
a n d  p r o v i d e s  a

counterpoint to Victor’s
story.
Moreover, this chapter
establishes the pattern
o f  p u r s u i t  a n d
a v o i d a n c e  t h a t
characterizes  Victor
and  the  Creature’s
relationship.  Victor
tries to escape, but the
Creature  always  finds
him.  Their  bond  is
inescapable,


