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MASTERING THE
MEDICAL
TERMINOLOGY
FINAL EXAM 150
QUESTIONS: YOUR
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO SUCCESS

P a s s i n g  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
medical  terminology
final  exam  is  a
mi lestone  for  any
healthcare  student.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
studying to  become a
nurse,  medical  coder,
physician  assistant,  or
health  information

technician,  the  ability
to  recall  and  apply
complex medical terms
under timed conditions
i s  e s s e n t i a l .  T h e
Medical Terminology
F i n a l  E x a m  1 5 0
Questions  format  is
c o m m o n  i n  m a n y
programs  because  it
t e s t s  b r e a d t h  o f
knowledge  across  all
body  systems,  word
roots,  prefixes,
suffixes,  and  clinical
c o n t e x t s .
Understanding  what
this  exam entails  and
h o w  t o  p r e p a r e
effectively  can  make
the difference between
a passing grade and a
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need  to  retake  the
course.  This  guide
walks  you  through
everything you need to
know to approach your
exam  with  confidence,
from core concepts to
a d v a n c e d  s t u d y
strategies.
Medical  terminology is
m o r e  t h a n  a
vocabulary list.  It  is  a
structured  language
built  from  consistent
components. When you
grasp  how  terms  are
constructed,  you  can
o f ten  deduce  the
meaning  of  unfamiliar
words  even  under
exam  pressure.  The
150-question  format
typically covers a wide
r a n g e  o f  t o p i c s ,
including  anatomical
terms,  pathological
conditions,  diagnostic
p r o c e d u r e s ,
pharmacological terms,
and  abbreviations.
Many students find this
volume  of  material

overwhelming  at  first,
but  w i th  the  r ight
approach, mastering it
is  entirely  achievable.
Here,  we  break  down
the key areas you must
focus  on,  common
pitfalls  to  avoid,  and
proven  methods  to
retain information long-
term.

UNDERSTANDING
THE STRUCTURE
OF A 150-
QUESTION
MEDICAL
TERMINOLOGY
EXAM

A  M e d i c a l
Terminology  Final
Exam 150 Questions
is designed to evaluate
your  mastery  of  the
entire  course.  Unlike
smaller  quizzes  that
may focus on a single
c h a p t e r  o r  b o d y
system,  the  final  exam
is  cumulative.  This
means you must recall
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t e r m s  f r o m  t h e
integumentary system,
s k e l e t a l  s y s t e m ,
muscular  system,
n e r v o u s  s y s t e m ,
cardiovascular  system,
respiratory  system,
digest ive  system,
u r i n a r y  s y s t e m ,
reproductive  system,
endocrine system, and
m o r e .  T h e  e x a m
typically includes a mix
of  mult iple-choice
questions,  matching
exercises,  fill-in-the-
b l a n k  i t e m s ,  a n d
somet imes  shor t -
answer or true-or-false
questions.
Most  final  exams  of
th i s  s i ze  a l locate
roughly  one  to  two
hours  for  completion,
depending  on  your
i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e
questions  are  often
broken  into  sections
that  test  different
competencies.  For
example,  you  might
encounter  a  block  of

quest ions  on  word
parts,  followed  by  a
section  on  diseases
and  disorders,  then  a
section  on  diagnostic
tests  and  procedures.
Understanding  this
l a y o u t  h e l p s  y o u
manage  your  t ime
effectively. If you know
you  a re  s t rong  i n
surgical  terminology
b u t  w e a k e r  i n
pharmacology, you can
budget  your  mental
energy  accordingly.
A n o t h e r  c o m m o n
feature  of  the  150-
question  exam  is  the
inclusion  of  medical
abbreviat ions  and
acronyms.  Terms  like
CBC, ECG, MRI, STAT,
and NPO are staples in
h e a l t h c a r e
documentation.  Your
exam will likely ask you
t o  e x p a n d
a b b r e v i a t i o n s  o r
identi fy  what  they
stand  for.  Similarly,
you  may be  asked to
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translate  a  medical
term into plain English
or to select the correct
s p e l l i n g  o f  a
chal lenging  word.
Because  med i ca l
terminology  relies  on
precise spelling, even a
single  incorrect  letter
c a n  c h a n g e  t h e
meaning  of  a  term
entirely.

Weightin
g and
Scoring
Considera
tions
Not all  questions on a
Medical Terminology
F i n a l  E x a m  1 5 0
Questions carry equal
w e i g h t .  S o m e
instructors  assign
higher point  values to
questions  that  require

s y n t h e s i s  o r
application,  such  as
interpreting  a  medical
repor t  excerpt  o r
selecting  the  correct
t e r m  f o r  a  g i v e n
description.  Other
quest ions  may  be
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
definitions.  Before
exam day, review your
syllabus  or  ask  your
instructor  about  the
distribution of points. If
the  exam  is  heavily
w e i g h t e d  t o w a r d
application  questions,
you should spend more
time  practicing  with
c l in ica l  scenar ios
r a t h e r  t h a n  r o t e
memorization alone.
It is also wise to check
whether  the  exam
includes  a  penalty  for
g u e s s i n g .  M a n y
multiple-choice  exams
do not penalize wrong
answers,  so  leaving  a
question blank is never
beneficial.  Even  if  you
are  unsure,  eliminate
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obviously  incorrect
options  and  make  an
educated  guess.  In  a
150-question  format,
every point counts, and
a few correct  guesses
can  raise  your  score
significantly.

CORE
COMPONENTS YOU
MUST MASTER FOR
THE FINAL EXAM

T o  s u c c e e d  o n  a
Medical Terminology
F i n a l  E x a m  1 5 0
Questions,  you  must
internalize the building
b locks  o f  medica l
l a n g u a g e .  T h e s e
components  include
word  roots,  prefixes,
suffixes,  and
combining  vowels.
Each term in medicine
is  assembled  from
t h e s e  p a r t s ,  a n d
understanding  them
allows  you  to  decode
thousands  of  terms
r a t h e r  t h a n
memorizing  each  one

individually.

Word
Roots
and
Combinin
g Forms
Word  roots  form  the
core of a medical term
and  usually  indicate
t h e  b o d y  p a r t  o r
system  involved.  For
example,  cardi  refers
to  the  heart,  nephr
refers  to  the  kidney,
and  derm  refers  to
skin.  Combining forms
are created by adding
a  combining  vowel,
usually  an "o,"  to  the
root,  making  it  easier
to  jo in  w i th  o ther
components.  Terms
l i ke  card io logy ,
nephrology ,  and
dermato logy  a l l



6

6 Medical Terminology Final Exam 150
Questions

2023-04-24

follow this pattern. On
your  exam,  you  may
be  asked  to  identify
the meaning of a root
or to build a term from
its  parts.  Pract ice
b r e a k i n g  d o w n
complex terms such as
gastroenterology ,
cholecystectomy ,
a n d
electroencephalogra
m  i n t o  t h e i r
const ituent  roots,
prefixes, and suffixes.

Prefixes
That
Change
Meaning
Prefixes  are  added  to
the  beginning  of  a
word root to modify its
meaning.  Common
prefixes  include  pre-
(before),  post-  (after),
ante-  (before),  peri-

( a r o u n d ) ,  endo -
( w i t h i n ) ,  e x o -
(outs ide) ,  hyper-
(above  or  excessive),
h y p o -  ( b e l o w  o r
deficient),  tachy-
(fast),  and  brady-
( s l o w ) .  K n o w i n g
prefixes  helps  you
distinguish  between
similar-sounding terms.
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,
hypertension  and
hypotension  share
the same root but have
opposite meanings due
to  their  prefixes.  Your
exam  will  test  your
ability  to  apply  these
distinctions accurately.

Suffixes
That
Indicate
Condition
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s or
Procedur

es
Suffixes  are  attached
to  the  end of  a  word
root  and often denote
a  disease,  condition,
procedure, or specialty.
Common  suffixes
i n c l u d e  - i t i s
(inflammation),  -oma
( tumor) ,  -ectomy
(surgical  removal),  -
ostomy (creation of an
opening) ,  -otomy
( incis ion),  -scopy
(visual  examination),  -
gram (record), -graph
( i n s t r u m e n t  f o r
recording),  and  -logy
(study  of).  When  you
combine a root with a
suffix,  you  get  terms
like  appendectomy,
colonoscopy ,  and
dermatitis.  The  final
exam  will  challenge
y o u  t o  s e l e c t  t h e

correct  suffix  for  a
given  definition  and  to
avoid confusing similar
suffixes  such  as  -
ectomy, -ostomy, and
-otomy.

EFFECTIVE STUDY
STRATEGIES FOR A
150-QUESTION
CUMULATIVE EXAM

P r e p a r i n g  f o r  a
Medical Terminology
F i n a l  E x a m  1 5 0
Questions  requires
more  than  passive
reading.  Active  study
techniques  are  far
more effective for long-
term  retention.  Here
are  several  evidence-
based  strategies  to
help  you  maximize
your  study  time  and
recall  information  on
exam  day.

Spaced
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Repetitio
n and
Flashcard

s
Spaced repetition is  a
learning technique that
involves  reviewing
i n f o r m a t i o n  a t
increasing  intervals
over  t ime.  Dig i ta l
flashcard  apps  like
Anki  or  Quizlet  allow
you  to  create  custom
decks  for  medica l
t e r m i n o l o g y .  B y
reviewing  flashcards
daily and allowing the
a p p  t o  s c h e d u l e
reviews based on your
per formance,  you
reinforce  terms  just
before you are likely to
forget them. For a 150-
question exam, create
flashcards  for  every
word  root,  prefix,

suffix, and abbreviation
covered in your course.
Group  them  by  body
system  and  review
each  group  multiple
times  before  the  final
exam.

Practice
with
Sample
Questions
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  ways  to
prepare for a Medical
Terminology  Final
Exam 150 Questions
is  to  pract ice  with
sample  questions  that
m i r r o r  t h e  e x a m
f o r m a t .  M a n y
textbooks include end-
of -chapter  review
questions,  and  online
resources  offer
p r a c t i c e  e x a m s
specifically  designed
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f o r  m e d i c a l
terminology  finals.
Working through these
questions under timed
conditions  helps  you
b u i l d  s p e e d  a n d
accuracy.  After  each
pract i ce  sess ion ,
review  every  question
you  missed  and  write
down  the  co r rec t
answer along with the
reasoning. This process
s t rengthens  your
understanding  and
highlights  areas  that
need  further  study.

Group
Study
and Peer
Teaching
S t u d y i n g  w i t h
classmates can deepen
your  understanding  of
medical  terminology.
Explaining  a  term  to

someone  else  forces
you  to  articulate  your
knowledge clearly. In a
group setting, you can
quiz each other, create
mock  exams ,  and
discuss  challenging
c o n c e p t s .  P e e r
teaching  is  especially
useful  for  mastering
the  pronunciation  and
spel l ing  of  terms.
Hearing a term spoken
aloud  can  reinforce
your  memory,  and
group  members  can
correct  each  other's
mistakes  before  they
become  ingrained.

Visual
Aids and
Mnemoni
cs
Medical  terminology is
h ighly  v isual ,  and
many  students  benefit
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from diagrams, charts,
and color-coded notes.
Create a master  table
o f  w o r d  p a r t s
organized  by  body
system.  Use  different
colors  for  prefixes,
roots,  and  suffixes  to
make  patterns  stand
out.  Mnemonics  are
another  powerful  tool.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o
remember that oste/o
means bone, you might
t h i n k  o f  " o s t r i c h
bones." Silly or unusual
associations often stick
better  than  logical
ones.  Develop  your
own  mnemonics  for
terms  you  find  difficult
to remember.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID ON
EXAM DAY

Even  well-prepared
students  can  make
mistakes on a Medical
Terminology  Final
Exam 150 Questions
i f  t h e y  f a l l  i n t o

common  traps.  Being
aware of these pitfalls
ahead of time can help
you avoid them.

Misreadin
g Similar
Terms
Medical  terminology
contains  many  words
that look or sound alike
but  have  different
m e a n i n g s .  F o r
instance,  ureter  and
urethra  are both part
of the urinary system,
b u t  t h e y  r e f e r  t o
different  structures.
Ileum  and  ilium  are
also  easily  confused.
Read  each  question
carefully  and  double-
check  your  answer  if
two  options  appear
ve ry  s im i l a r .  Pay
attention  to  spelling
differences, as they are
often the only clue.
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Overlooki
ng
Context
Clues
Some  questions  on
your  final  exam  will
present a medical term
within  a  sentence  or
clinical  scenario.  Use
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
context  to  help  you
deduce  the  meaning.
Even if you are unsure
of  the term itself,  the
d e s c r i p t i o n  m a y
p r o v i d e  e n o u g h
information  to  choose
the correct answer. For
example, if a question
describes  a  procedure
t o  r e m o v e  t h e
gallbladder,  you  can
infer  that  the  correct
t e r m  i s
cho lecys tec tomy
even  i f  you  cannot

recall  the  exact  word
parts immediately.

Rushing
Through
the Last
Questions
With 150 questions to
a n s w e r ,  t i m e
management is crucial.
However ,  rush ing
through  the  final
portion  of  the  exam
can  lead  to  careless
errors. Keep an eye on
the  clock  and  pace
yourself  so  that  you
have  time  to  review
your  answers.  If  you
finish  early,  go  back
a n d  c h e c k  a n y
questions  you  marked
as  uncertain.  Often,  a
second look reveals an
obvious  mistake  that
you  can  correct.
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SAMPLE QUESTION
CATEGORIES TO
EXPECT

While  every  instructor
des igns  the i r  own
exam,  most  Medical
Terminology  Final
Exam 150 Questions
follow  a  predictable
pat tern .  Here  are
common  quest ion
categories  you  are
likely to encounter.

Word Part
Identifica
tion

What does the
prefix tachy-
mean?
Which suffix
means surgical
removal?
Identify the
combining form
for the kidney.

Term
Definition
and
Applicatio
n

What is the
meaning of
gastritis?
Which term
describes a
condition of
difficulty
swallowing?
Select the
correct term for
inflammation of
the liver.

Abbreviat
ion
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Expansio
n

What does CPR
stand for?
Expand the
abbreviation UTI.
Which
abbreviation is
used for a
myocardial
infarction?

Spelling
and Word

Building
Choose the
correct spelling
of the term
meaning surgical
repair of the
nose.
Build a term that
means
inflammation of
the skin and
muscles.
Identify the
correctly spelled
term for a tumor
of the gland.

Practicing  with  these
types  of  questions


