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REVITALIZE YOUR SPACE WITH
THE GILA WINDOW FILM
APPLICATION SOLUTION

Window films have become an
increasingly popular choice for
homeowners and renters looking to
improve energy efficiency, reduce glare,
and enhance privacy without the
significant  expense  of  replacing
windows. Among the many brands
available, Gila stands out as a trusted
name, offering a wide range of films
designed for various needs—from heat
control to decorative privacy. However,
even the best film can fail if the
installation is not performed correctly.
This is where understanding the
complete Gila Window Film
Application Solution becomes
essential. Whether you are a seasoned
DIY enthusiast or a first-time applicator,
mastering the application process is the
key to achieving a professional, bubble-
free finish that lasts for years. This guide
will walk you through every step, from
preparation to final curing, ensuring you
get the most out of your Gila window
film investment.

UNDERSTANDING THE GILA
WINDOW FILM PRODUCT RANGE

Before diving into the application
process, it is important to understand
what you are working with. Gila offers

several categories of window film, each
with a unique construction and specific
application nuances. While the basic
installation method remains similar
across the lineup, knowing your specific
product type helps manage expectations
and technique.

Heat Control and
Solar Films

These are Gila's most popular offerings.
They are designed to reject a significant
percentage of solar heat and block up to
99% of harmful UV rays. Films such as
the Gila Heat Control Platinum series
often use advanced adhesive
technologies that activate during
application. These films tend to be
slightly thicker and may require a bit
more solution and a firmer squeegee
stroke to seat properly.

Privacy and
Decorative Films

For those seeking seclusion or aesthetic
enhancement, Gila offers frosted,
patterned, and even stained-glass-style
films. These are typically static-cling or
low-tack adhesive products. The
application solution for these films is
critical because it allows you to slide the
film into perfect position before the
adhesive sets. Because they are often
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used on interior windows or glass doors,
a flawless application is visually
paramount.

Safety and
Security Films

Gila's safety films are thicker and
designed to hold glass shards together in
the event of an impact. Applying these
films requires a robust solution mixture
and careful handling. The extra
thickness means you must pay close
attention to edge sealing and air
removal, as trapped moisture takes
longer to evaporate through the heavier
material.

WHY THE APPLICATION
SOLUTION MATTERS

Many people assume that applying
window film is simply a matter of peeling
and sticking. This is a mistake. The Gila
Window Film Application Solution is
not just a lubricant; it is a critical part of
the installation chemistry. The solution
serves three primary purposes:

e Lubrication: It allows the film to
slide effortlessly across the glass
so you can align it perfectly
without the adhesive sticking
prematurely.

e Activation: For many Gila films,
the water-based solution helps
activate the pressure-sensitive
adhesive, allowing it to bond
aggressively to the glass once the
water is removed.

e Contamination Control: The
solution helps float microscopic
dust particles away from the
adhesive, preventing pesky bumps
and specks from being locked

under the film.

Using plain tap water often leads to hard
water spots, mineral deposits, and poor
adhesive performance. Gila recommends
a specific mixture of baby shampoo or a
dedicated slip solution to ensure the
perfect balance of lubrication and tack.

PREPARING YOUR TOOLS AND
WORKSPACE

Preparation is the single most important
factor in a successful application.
Rushing this phase guarantees
frustration later. Before you even open
the box containing your Gila film, gather
the following items to create your
complete application solution kit.

Essential Tools
for the Job

1. Gila application solution: You
can purchase Gila's own pre-mixed
solution or mix your own using one
teaspoon of clear, non-
conditioning baby shampoo per 32
ounces of distilled water.

2. Squeegee: Gila typically includes
a small squeegee in the box, but a
larger, professional-grade
squeegee with a soft rubber edge
is highly recommended for larger
windows.

3. Sharp utility knife or Gila
cutting tool: A sharp blade is
non-negotiable. Dull blades cause
jagged edges and can scratch the
glass.

4. Lint-free microfiber cloths:
Paper towels leave lint and dust.
Use high-quality microfiber for
cleaning the glass and blotting
edges.
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5. Spray bottles: You will need at
least two bottles—one for clean
water and one for your application
solution.

6. Blue tape: Useful for marking
reference lines or holding
trimmings in place.

Conditioning the
Glass Surface

Cleanliness is next to godliness in the
world of window film. Even a particle
invisible to the naked eye becomes a
glaring imperfection once magnified by
the film. Start by cleaning the window
thoroughly with a razor blade scraper to
remove paint splatters, hard water
deposits, or old adhesive. Follow this
with a vigorous wash using a mild
detergent and water. Rinse completely.
Finally, wipe the glass dry with a clean
microfiber cloth. Just before you are
ready to apply the film, mist the glass
with your application solution and
squeegee it off one final time to remove
any static dust that has settled.

THE STEP-BY-STEP GILA WINDOW
FILM APPLICATION PROCESS

With your workspace clean and your
solution prepared, you are ready for the
main event. Follow these steps carefully
to achieve a professional-grade finish
using the Gila Window Film
Application Solution.

Step 1: Measure
and Cut the Film

Measure the width and height of your
glass pane. Gila recommends adding

roughly half an inch to both dimensions.
This overage ensures you have enough
film to cover the entire glass surface
without leaving bare gaps at the edges.
Use a sharp straightedge and a utility
knife to cut the film on a clean, flat
surface. Handle the film by the edges
only to avoid contaminating the
adhesive with skin oils.

Step 2: Wet the
Glass Generously

Spray your prepared Gila Window Film
Application Solution liberally onto the
interior surface of the window. Do not be
shy here. The glass should be
completely soaked. A generous amount
of solution is what allows the film to be
repositioned and prevents the adhesive
from grabbing prematurely. If the glass
dries out during application, the film will
stick instantly, and you will likely trap air
bubbles or misalign the film.

Step 3: Remove
the Liner and
Wet the
Adhesive

Carefully peel the clear polyester liner
away from the adhesive side of the film.
Immediately after removing the liner,
spray the exposed adhesive with your
application solution. This step is critical.
The adhesive must be wet before it
touches the glass. This is the core of the
Gila Window Film Application
Solution technique—keeping both
surfaces wet ensures maximum slip and



Step 4: Position
the Film

Lift the wet film by the top two corners
and place it against the wet glass.
Because both the glass and the adhesive
are slick with solution, you can slide the
film around easily. Align the film so that
it overlaps the window frame evenly on
all sides. Do not worry about the excess
overhang yet. Focus purely on getting
the film centered and square.

Step 5:
Squeegee Out
the Solution

This step requires patience and
technique. Starting from the center of
the film, use your squeegee to push the
trapped solution outward toward the
edges. Use firm, overlapping strokes.
The goal is to force all the excess water
and air out from beneath the film. As you
squeegee, you will see the film bond
tightly to the glass. Pay special attention
to the edges, but do not push the film
over the frame stops yet.

Tip: If you see bubbles forming, do not
panic. Lift the nearest edge of the film,
spray more solution underneath, and re-
squeegee the area. The solution gives
you a second chance to fix mistakes.

Step 6: Trim the

Excess Film

Once the film is fully seated and all
major solution pockets are removed, it is
time to trim the edges. Use a sharp
utility knife and a steady hand. Cut along
the edge of the window frame, following
the glass contour. For most windows, a
straight cut against the frame is
sufficient. For windows with rubber
gaskets, you may need to trim slightly
inside the gasket line. After trimming,
use the squeegee to press the edges
down firmly.

Step 7: Edge
Sealing and Final
Wipe

Wrap your squeegee in a microfiber
cloth or use your finger wrapped in a
cloth to run along the cut edges of the
film. This ensures the edge is fully
adhered and prevents lifting. Blot any
residual solution that seeps out from the
edges. Do not rub the face of the film

aggressively, as the film is still soft and
can be scratched.

POST-APPLICATION CARE AND
CURING

Applying the film is only half the battle.
The curing process is where the
adhesive fully dries and bonds to the
glass. Understanding this phase ensures
you do not ruin your hard work.

The Curing
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Timeline

Depending on the humidity and
temperature, Gila window films typically
take between 7 and 30 days to cure
completely. During this time, the
remaining microscopic water molecules
trapped in the adhesive evaporate. You
may notice small water pockets or a
slight haziness. This is normal. These will
disappear as the film cures.

What to Avoid
During Curing

e Do not roll down the window: If
you applied film to a vehicle
window or a sliding window, leave
it closed for at least one week.

e Avoid direct sunlight exposure
immediately: While the film is
designed for heat rejection, the
adhesive needs a moderate
environment to set. Extreme heat
can cause the water to turn to
vapor too quickly, creating
permanent bubbles.

e Do not clean the film: Wait at
least 30 days before cleaning the
film. Use only a soft cloth and a
non-ammonia-based cleaner.
Ammonia can degrade the
adhesive and cause delamination.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
APPLICATION ISSUES

Even with a perfect Gila Window Film
Application Solution, things can go
wrong. Here is how to address the most
common problems.

Persistent Air
Bubbles

If you have tiny bubbles that refuse to
disappear after 48 hours, they are likely
caused by dust specks trapped under
the film. If they bother you, you can
puncture the bubble with a pin and
gently squeegee the air out. For larger
bubbles, lift the film and re-wet the area.

Adhesive
Residue or Sticky
Edges

If the edges feel sticky after trimming,
you likely did not squeegee enough
solution out from under the edges. Use a
damp cloth to gently clean the edges
and then use a credit card wrapped in a
cloth to press the edges down firmly.

Film Lifting at
Corners

This usually happens when the corners
were not trimmed properly or when the
glass was not cleaned well enough. Re-
wet the corner with solution, lift the film
gently, clean the glass again, and re-
squeegee. If the corner continues to lift,
a tiny drop of clear silicone can be used
as a temporary fix, though this is rarely
necessary with proper technique.

WHY PROFESSIONAL RESULTS
START WITH THE RIGHT
SOLUTION

The market is flooded with window film



installation guides, but the one variable
that consistently separates a mediocre
job from a masterpiece is the quality and
use of the application solution. The Gila
Window Film Application Solution is
specifically formulated to balance slip
and tack. When you use the correct
mixture and apply it liberally, you give
yourself a massive margin for error. You
can adjust alignment, push out air
bubbles with ease, and ensure the
adhesive mates perfectly with the glass
substrate.

Skipping the solution or using a
substitute like dish soap can lead to
residue buildup, poor adhesion, and
even chemical reactions that degrade
the film over time. Investing in the right
solution solution—or mixing your own
according to Gila's specifications—pays
dividends in the longevity and
appearance of your installation.

Environmental

Considerations

Gila films themselves contribute to
energy savings by reducing cooling loads
in summer and retaining heat in winter.
A proper application maximizes these
benefits. When the film is installed
correctly with the right solution, it
creates an airtight bond that prevents
air infiltration at the edges. This seal is
crucial for maintaining the thermal
performance ratings of the film. A poorly
applied film with lifted edges or trapped
moisture will not perform as intended,
negating the energy-saving potential of
the product.

CONCLUSION

Applying window film is a rewarding DIY
project that can transform the comfort
and appearance of your home or office.
While the task may seem daunting at
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