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In the landscape of American religious and philosophical movements, few figures are as enigmatic and influential as Noble Drew Ali. Born Timothy
Drew in 1886 in North Carolina, he founded the Moorish Science Temple of America in 1913, a movement that combined elements of Islam, Black
nationalism, and self-determination. Central to his teachings are the texts he authored, which continue to inspire and guide followers today. For those
seeking to understand these teachings, exploring Noble Drew Ali books is an essential journey into a unique spiritual and cultural tradition. This article
explores the key writings, their themes, and their lasting impact.

Who Was Noble Drew Ali? A Brief Historical Context

To fully appreciate Noble Drew Ali books, one must first understand the man and the era in which he lived. The early 20th century was a time of
profound challenge for African Americans. Jim Crow laws, systemic racism, and economic disenfranchisement were rampant. Noble Drew Ali emerged
with a message of pride, identity, and spiritual liberation. He taught that Black Americans were not "Negroes," "colored," or "black," but rather
"Moorish Americans" with a proud heritage tracing back to the ancient Moors of North Africa. This reclamation of identity was revolutionary. His
primary vehicle for spreading this message was the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America, often referred to as the Circle
Seven Koran.

The Cornerstone: The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science
Temple (Circle Seven Koran)

This is undoubtedly the most important of all Noble Drew Ali books. It is important to clarify that this text is not the traditional Quran of mainstream
Islam. Instead, the Circle Seven Koran is a distinct work that Noble Drew Ali compiled and, according to his followers, divinely received. It serves as
the foundational scripture for the Moorish Science Temple.

STRUCTURE AND CONTENT OF THE CIRCLE SEVEN KORAN

The book is relatively short, consisting of 48 chapters, or "suras." It blends teachings from various sources, including excerpts from the Bible, the
Quran, the Rosicrucian tradition, and Noble Drew Ali's own revelations. The text is divided into sections that cover history, prophecy, and spiritual law.
The first 19 chapters, known as the "Surahs of the Koran," present a narrative of creation, the fall of humanity, and the spiritual history of the Moorish
people.

Key themes include:

* Reclamation of Identity: The central theme is that people of African descent are originally "Moorish" and carry a noble lineage. This identity
is tied to the Islamic faith and the continent of Africa.

e Spiritual and National Sovereignty: The text emphasizes that Moorish Americans have the right to self-governance and spiritual
independence. It encourages followers to declare their nationality and live in peace with all nations.

* Morality and Conduct: The book provides guidelines for ethical living, including honesty, charity, respect for parents, and abstaining from
harmful substances. It promotes a disciplined, upright lifestyle.

* Prophecy and Judgment: Like many religious texts, it contains prophetic warnings about the consequences of sin and the eventual triumph of
truth and justice.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE "CIRCLE SEVEN" SYMBOL

The name "Circle Seven Koran" comes from the emblem on its cover: a circle with a seven-pointed star inside. This symbol is deeply significant in
Moorish science. The seven points represent the seven cardinal principles: Love, Truth, Peace, Freedom, Justice, Equality, and Unity. The circle
represents the universe and the wholeness of creation. This emblematic structure is a visual representation of the teachings within Noble Drew Ali
books.

Other Key Writings and Instructions

Beyond the Circle Seven Koran, there are other important texts attributed to or associated with Noble Drew Ali. These are often collected and studied
alongside the primary scripture. Understanding these helps provide a more complete picture of his teachings.

THE DiIVINE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAwsS

This document serves as the governing charter for the Moorish Science Temple of America. It outlines the organizational structure, the duties of
officers, and the rules for membership. It is not a spiritual text in the same way as the Circle Seven Koran, but it is a crucial companion to it. The
Constitution emphasizes the importance of law, order, and civic responsibility. It declares the Moorish Science Temple as a body dedicated to peace
and justice. For anyone studying Noble Drew Ali books, the Divine Constitution provides the practical framework for applying the spiritual principles
found in the Koran.

THE MOORISH LITERATURE AND CATECHISM

This collection includes question-and-answer formats used for instructing new members. It covers basic beliefs, history, and practices of the
movement. It is a more accessible entry point for beginners, breaking down complex ideas into digestible lessons. This text helps clarify the meaning
behind the more poetic and symbolic language of the Circle Seven Koran. It often addresses common questions about nationality, religion, and the
purpose of the Moorish Science Temple.

PROPHETIC CARDS AND CIRCULARS

Noble Drew Ali also issued various cards, pamphlets, and circular letters to his followers. These documents often contained prophetic announcements,
practical advice, and reminders of their duties. These are harder to find in a single bound volume but are often included in collections of his works.
They give a glimpse into his direct, pastoral communication with his community. While not always considered formal "books," they are essential for
serious scholars of Noble Drew Ali books.

Central Themes and Philosophy in Noble Drew Ali's Writings

The beauty of Noble Drew Ali books lies in their layered meanings. On the surface, they are religious texts; at a deeper level, they are works of social
and political philosophy. Several consistent themes run through all his writings.

NATIONALITY AS SPIRITUAL IDENTITY

Perhaps the most radical concept is the linking of nationality with spirituality. Noble Drew Ali taught that one's true religion is determined by one's
ancestral nationality. He believed that Christianity was the religion of the "European" nations and that Islam was the natural religion for "Asiatics," a
term he used to include people of African and Asian descent. By reclaiming a "Moorish" nationality, followers were also reclaiming their "natural”
religion. This idea is revolutionary because it rejects the idea of a universal religion imposed by a dominant culture.

SELF-DETERMINATION AND EcONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

Noble Drew Ali books consistently encourage self-reliance. He urged his followers to build their own businesses, schools, and communities. The
Moorish Science Temple established farms, grocery stores, and printing presses. This focus on economic independence was a practical application of
spiritual principles. The writings suggest that true freedom cannot be granted by others; it must be built from within. This message of empowerment
resonates deeply with many readers today.

PeEAce AND LAw-ABIDING CONDUCT

Despite advocating for separation and self-governance, Noble Drew Ali strongly emphasized peace and respect for the laws of the land. The Circle
Seven Koran and the Divine Constitution instruct followers to be model citizens, to pay taxes, and to avoid violence. He taught that the Moorish
American's fight was not against the American government, but for recognition of their true identity. This non-violent, legalistic approach set his
movement apart from more militant groups of the era.

UNIVERSALISM WITHIN A SPECIFIC IDENTITY

While his teachings are specifically for "Moorish Americans," there is a thread of universalism. He taught love for all humanity and respect for all


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

nations. The goal was not to dominate others, but to achieve mutual understanding and cooperation between different nationalities. His books often
call for unity among all people, while still maintaining distinct cultural and spiritual identities.

The Influence and Legacy of These Writings

The impact of Noble Drew Ali books extends far beyond the membership of the Moorish Science Temple. They are considered a foundational influence
on many later movements and organizations.

¢ Influence on the Nation of Islam: Many scholars note the clear influence of Noble Drew Ali on Elijah Muhammad and the Nation of Islam. The
ideas of reclaiming an Asiatic identity, rejecting the "slave name," and the importance of self-determination are all present in Noble Drew Ali's
earlier work. Master Fard Muhammad, the founder of the Nation of Islam, was reportedly a former member of the Moorish Science Temple.

e Impact on Black Nationalist Thought: The writings of Noble Drew Ali contributed significantly to the development of Black nationalist and
Pan-Africanist ideologies in the United States. His books provided a historical and spiritual basis for pride in African heritage decades before the
Civil Rights movement.

e Contemporary Relevance: Today, a new generation is discovering Noble Drew Ali books. They are studied not only by members of the
Moorish Science Temple but also by scholars of African American religion, history, and philosophy. The themes of identity, sovereignty, and
spiritual independence are timeless and continue to speak to people seeking alternatives to mainstream narratives.

Where to Find Noble Drew Ali Books

For those inspired to read these texts firsthand, there are several ways to obtain them.

1. Directly from Moorish Organizations: The most authentic source is the Moorish Science Temple of America itself. Various temples across
the country sell or provide copies of the Circle Seven Koran and other literature. This ensures you are getting a version that is true to the
original teachings.

2. Online Bookstores: Major online retailers such as Amazon carry the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple. Several publishers produce
editions, and some include supplementary materials like the Divine Constitution. Reading customer reviews can help you choose a reliable
edition.

3. Used Bookstores and Rare Book Dealers: Older, original editions of Noble Drew Ali books can sometimes be found in used bookstores or

through rare book dealers. These can be valuable historical artifacts, but they may be expensive.

4. Academic Libraries: University libraries, especially those with strong programs in African American studies or religious studies, often hold
copies of these texts. This is an excellent option for students and researchers.

5. Digital Archives: Some websites and digital archives offer scans of public domain editions. However, be cautious with digital copies, as they
may not always be accurate or complete. Always cross-reference with a trusted print edition if possible.

Reading with Understanding: A Guide for Beginners

Approaching Noble Drew Ali books for the first time can be intriguing but also challenging. The language is sometimes archaic, and the concepts can
be unfamiliar. Here are a few tips for a fruitful reading experience.

o Start with Context: Read a brief history of the Moorish Science Temple before diving into the texts. Understanding Noble Drew Ali's life and
the struggles of the era will make the writings much more meaningful.

e Read the Catechism First: If you have access to the Moorish Literature and Catechism, start there. It presents the teachings in a
straightforward question-and-answer format.

e Approach with an Open Mind: This is a sacred text for millions of people. Even if you do not share the beliefs, approach it with respect and a
desire to understand its meaning for its followers.

e Consider the Symbolism: Much of the writing is symbolic. The "Koran" is not meant to be read purely literally. The stories and laws often
have deeper, spiritual meanings related to identity and liberation.

* Join a Study Group: The best way to understand these teachings is in community. Many Moorish Science Temples and online groups offer
study sessions where you can ask questions and learn from experienced readers.

The Enduring Call of Identity and Purpose

In a world still grappling with issues of race, identity, and belonging, the message of Noble Drew Ali books remains startlingly relevant. They offer a
profound call to self-discovery and self-definition. The texts argue that identity is not something given by a government or a society, but something
inherent and ancestral that can be reclaimed. This message of empowerment is perhaps why these books continue to attract readers from all walks of
life. They provide a framework for understanding history, for building a moral life, and for contributing to the upliftment of one's community.

While the Circle Seven Koran is the central pillar, the entire body of Noble Drew Ali books forms a complete system of thought. It
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