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INTRODUCTION

Few shotguns have
earned the reputation
for reliability,
versatility, and
ruggedness quite like
the Mossberg 500.
From hunters braving
marshlands to
homeowners seeking a
trusted defensive tool,
this pump-action
firearm has been a
constant companion
for millions. Yet even
the most seasoned
owner knows that
mastery begins not
with the trigger, but
with a thorough
understanding of the
Mossberg 500

Owners Manual. This
small booklet is far
more than a regulatory
afterthought—it is your
blueprint for safe

operation, proper
maintenance, and
long-term

performance. Whether
you are a first-time
buyer or a seasoned
collector revisiting your
arsenal, diving into the
manual is an
investment in both
safety and accuracy. In
this comprehensive
guide, we will walk
through the essential
aspects of the
Mossberg 500 owners
manual, covering
everything from safety
principles to field-
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stripping procedures.
By the end, you will
see why this document
is as crucial as the
firearm itself.

UNDERSTANDING
THE MOSSBERG
500 OWNERS
MANUAL: YOUR
FIRST LINE OF
SAFETY

The Mossberg 500
owners manual is not
simply a list of
specifications—it is a
legal and practical
guide that every owner
should read cover to
cover. Mossberg
provides this manual
with every new
shotgun, and it is also
available digitally from
the manufacturer’s
website. The manual
begins with
fundamental warnings
that apply to all
firearms: always treat
the gun as loaded,

keep the muzzle
pointed in a safe
direction, and store
ammunition
separately. More
specifically, the manual
details the unique
features of the Model
500, including its dual
extractors, twin action
bars, and the signature
tang safety located on
top of the receiver.
Understanding these
components through
the manual helps you
avoid common
handling errors that
can lead to accidental
discharge or
mechanical failures.

One of the most
valuable sections of
the manual is the

safety
Instructio
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ﬁgSECTIONS OF

, Which stress that no
mechanical safety
device is a substitute
for responsible
behavior. The tang
safety is intuitive, but
the manual explains its
operation in depth,
including how to
engage and disengage
it while maintaining
proper trigger
discipline. It also
covers the action
slide release and
hammer safety lock,
ensuring you know
precisely how to make
the shotgun safe
before cleaning or
transport. By following
the manual’s
guidelines, you ensure
that every interaction
with your Mossberg
500 is deliberate and
secure.

THE MOSSBERG
500 OWNERS
MANUAL

While every owner is
encouraged to read the
entire manual, certain
sections deserve extra
attention. The manual
is structured logically,
starting with safety,
then moving into parts
identification,

operation,
maintenance, and
finally  specifications.

Below, we break down
these core sections
and explain why they
matter.

Parts and
Compone
nt



ldentifica
tion

The  first  detailed
section after safety
warnings is a labeled
diagram of the
Mossberg 500. This
includes the barrel,
magazine tube, forend,
receiver, trigger
assembly, stock, and
the all-important
ejector. The manual
uses clear, exploded
views to show how
each piece fits
together. For new
owners, studying this
diagram is critical
because it forms the
basis for cleaning,
troubleshooting, and
upgrading. For
instance, knowing the
difference between the
magazine spring and
the action spring can
save hours  of
frustration when

disassembling the gun.
The manual also
identifies the various
choke tube options if
your model is
threaded, helping you
select the right pattern
for your intended
use—whether for
birdshot, buckshot, or
slugs.

Operation
: Loading,
Unloadin
g, and
Firing

One of the most
frequently referenced
parts of the Mossberg
500 owners manual
is the operating
instructions. The
manual provides step-

by-step guidance for
loading the magazine
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tube: first ensure the
safety is on, then
depress the shell stop,
and insert shells with
the brass facing
rearward. It also
explains the *“click-
clack” sound of the
action—a hallmark of
the pump—and how to
avoid short-stroking,
which can cause a
failure to feed. For
unloading, the manual
emphasizes never to
rely on the magazine
cutoff alone; always
point the muzzle in a
safe direction and
cycle the action until
empty. These
instructions are written
to be followed in
sequence, and they
apply to nearly all
variants of the Model
500, from the field
model to the tactical
500 ATP.

Firing procedure is
similarly detailed: after
loading, push the

safety forward to
“fire,” then pump the
forend fully to chamber
a round. The manual
warns against using
the action as a “speed
pump” under stress
and advises practice
with empty shells first.
It also covers
interchangeable
barrels, a major
selling point of the
Mossberg 500 system,
explaining how to
remove and install
barrels correctly to
avoid misalignment or
damage to the
extractor.

Maintena
nce and

Cleaning
Schedule

No firearm lasts long
without proper care,



and the Mossberg 500
owners manual
dedicates a substantial
section to cleaning. It
recommends cleaning

after every
use—especially after
shooting corrosive

ammunition or in wet
conditions. The manual
provides a list of
necessary tools: a
cleaning rod, patches,
bore solvent, and
lubricant. It describes
the three-step process:
first, ensure the gun is
unloaded and the
action is open; second,
remove the barrel and
clean from the breech
end; third, clean the
magazine tube and
action bars. A common
mistake among new
owners is over-
lubricating; the manual
explains that excess
oil can attract dirt and
cause malfunctions.
Instead, it recommends
a thin coat of high-

quality gun oil on
friction points like the
action bars, slide rails,
and bolt.

For deep cleaning, the
manual includes
instructions for
disassembling the
bolt assembly. This is
more advanced, but
the manual breaks it
down into clear steps,
including removing the
retaining pin, lifting out
the firing pin, and
cleaning the firing pin

channel. After
reassembly, the
manual recommends

function-checking the
safety and action
before storage.
Following this schedule
not only extends the
life of your shotgun but
also helps you detect
wear before it becomes
a safety issue.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON ISSUES
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WITH YOURe action bars and

MOSSBERG 500

Even the most reliable
pump-action can
occasionally hiccup,
especially with
improper ammunition
or lack of maintenance.
The Mossbherg 500
owners manual
contains a
troubleshooting chart
that addresses
common problems:
failure to eject, failure
to feed, and light
primer strikes. For
example, if the shell
does not eject, the
manual suggests
checking the ejector
screw—a known weak
point that can loosen
over time. It provides
torque  specifications
and recommends blue
thread locker for a
permanent fix. If the
action is stiff, the
manual advises
checking for debris in

recommends a drop of
lubricant on the slide
channels.

Another frequent issue
is misfeeding when
using certain low-brass
target loads. The
manual explains that
the Mossberg 500 is
designed to handle
both 23%-inch and 3-
inch shells, but
recommends “high-
brass” or heavier loads
for reliable extraction
during break-in. It also
addresses the
magazine spring—if
you experience feeding
problems after years of
use, the spring may be
weak and need
replacement. These
troubleshooting
insights can save you a
trip to the gunsmith
and deepen your
mechanical
understanding of the
platform.



WHERE TO FIND
THE OFFICIAL
MOSSBERG 500
OWNERS MANUAL

If you have misplaced
your printed
manual—or if you
bought a used shotgun
that came without
one—do not worry.
Mossberg makes all
manuals available as
free PDF downloads on
their official website.
Simply navigate to the
“Support” or “Manuals”

section, search for
“Mossberg 500,” and
download the

appropriate version.
The digital manual is
identical to the printed
one, often with added
hyperlinks for quick
navigation. Some third-
party sites also host
copies, but for
accuracy and safety
you should rely solely
on the manufacturer’s
file. Additionally,

Mossberg prints a
quick-start guide
that summarizes the
most critical safety and
operating points; this is
often included inside
the box with new
shotguns.

Owners of vintage
Model 500s (produced
before the 1990s)
should note that earlier
manuals may not
include modern safety
warnings. Mossberg
recommends

contacting their
customer service to
confirm the correct
manual for your serial
number range. For
serial number
identification, the
manual itself often
contains a section
explaining how to
locate the number on
the receiver’s left side.

DIGITAL VS.
PRINTED MANUAL:
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WHAT'’S BBESFORwrong, but

THE MOSSBERG

500?

Many modern firearm
owners are debating
between a digital copy
saved on their phone
and a laminated print
in their gun case. The
Mossberg 500
owners manual works
well in both formats. A
digital copy s
searchable and always
accessible if you have
a smartphone, making
it easy to find specific
torque values or
cleaning steps in the
field. However, a
printed manual is
beneficial for a
workshop where you
may have solvents and
gloves on your hands.
Some owners go one
step further: they print
only the safety and
maintenance pages
and laminate them for
durability. Neither

you should always
have at least one
version ready
whenever you are
working on the
shotgun. Remember
that the manual is not
a one-read document;
you should refer back
to it whenever you
change the barrel,
install a new optic
mount, or switch
ammunition types.

WHY EVERY
OWNER SHOULD
MEMORIZE THE
SAFETY RULES

We cannot overstate
the importance of the
safety rules repeated

throughout the
Mossberg 500
owners manual.

These are not mere
suggestions—they are
hard-won lessons from
decades of shooting
incidents. The manual
highlights the four



cardinal rules of
firearm safety: (1)
Treat every firearm as
if it is loaded, (2) Never
point the muzzle at
anything you are not
willing to destroy, (3)
Keep your finger off
the trigger until your
sights are on target,
and (4) Be sure of your
target and what is
beyond it. For the
Mossberg 500
specifically, the manual
adds warnings about
the use of incorrect
ammunition (such as
20-gauge shells
mistakenly chambered
in a 12-gauge model)
and the danger of
using the shotgun with
a blocked bore. These
warnings are
embedded into the
operations chapter, so
you encounter them
naturally as you learn
the gun. By
internalizing these
rules, you reduce risk

10

to yourself and others
every time you pick up
the shotgun.

CONCLUSION

The Mossberg 500
owners manual is far
more than a piece of
paperwork—it is an
essential reference
that protects your
investment, your
safety, and your peace
of mind. From the first
time you field-strip the
gun to the thousandth
round you fire, the
manual offers clear,
actionable guidance on
operating, maintaining,
and troubleshooting
your shotgun. Whether
you keep a PDF on
your phone or a
laminated copy in your
range bag, commit to
reading it thoroughly
and revisiting it
whenever you modify
or service your firearm.
A well-informed owner
is a safe owner, and
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with the Mossberg 500,
that knowledge starts
with the manual. Take
the time to master it,
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and your shotgun will
reward you with
decades of reliable
performance.



