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INTRODUCTION: A
WAVE OF
NOSTALGIA AND
PERFORMANCE

W h e n  p e r s o n a l
watercraft  enthusiasts
talk  about  the  golden
era  of  jet  skiing,  the
late  1990s  and  early
2000s  f requent ly
d o m i n a t e  t h e
conversation.  Among
t h e  m o s t  i c o n i c
machines  from  that
period  is  the  2000
Seadoo  Millenium
Edition. More than just
a  model  year  update,
this  specific  watercraft
represents  a  unique
b l e n d  o f

c o m m e m o r a t i v e
s t y l i n g ,  r o b u s t
engineering,  and  the
raw power that defined
Sea-Doo’s  dominance
a t  the  tu rn  o f  the
century.  For  collectors
and  riders  alike,  the
Millenium Edition is not
s i m p l y  a  u s e d
watercraft; it is a piece
of  personal  watercraft
history.  This  article
delves deep into what
makes this machine so
special,  exploring  its
design,  performance,
mechanical  heart,  and
enduring legacy in the
world of powersports.

THE DAWN OF A
NEW ERA: WHY
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THE 2000 MODEL
YEAR MATTERED

The  year  2000 was  a
landmark  for  several
industries,  and  the
personal  watercraft
w o r l d  w a s  n o
exception.  Sea-Doo,  a
b r a n d  u n d e r  t h e
B o m b a r d i e r
Recreational  Products
umbrella,  was  already
a  p o w e r h o u s e .
However,  the  2000
model year signaled a
shift  towards  more
refined,  feature-rich,
a n d  p o w e r f u l
watercraft.  The  2000
Seadoo  Millenium
Edition  was  designed
to  ce l eb ra te  t h i s
transition. It wasn't just
a standard model with
a decal slapped on; it
came  with  specific
c o l o r  s c h e m e s ,
upgraded components,
and  a  level  of  finish
that  set  it  apart  from
the  standard  lineup.

Enthusiasts  quickly
recognized  that  this
was a special  release,
one that  captured the
o p t i m i s m  a n d
technological  ambition
of the new millennium.

What
Made It a
"Milleniu
m"
Model?
The  defining
characteristic  of  the
2 0 0 0  S e a d o o
Millenium Edition  is,
first  and  foremost,  its
a e s t h e t i c .  W h i l e
standard models often
featured  bold  primary
colors,  the  Millenium
Edi t ion  adopted  a
sophist icated  and
striking  color  palette.
Typically  finished  in  a



2000 Seadoo Millenium Edition 3

3

deep, metallic black or
a rich, dark blue, these
models were accented
with  silver,  gold,  or
chrome  graphics  that
explicitly  celebrated
the  year  2000.  The
seat  upholstery  often
f e a t u r e d  u n i q u e
s t i t c h i n g  a n d
embossing,  and  the
digital  gauge  cluster
was  usually  a  top-of-
the-line  unit  for  its
time.  However,  the
specia l  t reatment
wasn't skin-deep. Many
Mil lenium  Editions
came  with  upgraded
features  as  standard,
such as the advanced
Sea-Doo Information
Center  (S.I.C.),  which
provided  riders  with
s p e e d ,  f u e l
consumption,  and
m a i n t e n a n c e
reminders—a  very
advanced  feature  for
the  era.

UNDER THE HOOD:
THE POWERPLANT
THAT DEFINED A
DECADE

To  understand  the
performance  of  the
2 0 0 0  S e a d o o
Millenium  Edition,
one  must  look  at  the
engine  options.  Sea-
Doo  offered  several
engine  configurations
in  the year  2000,  but
the  Millenium  Edition
was  often  paired  with
the  most  coveted
power plants. The most
famous of these is the
Rotax 947cc engine.
This twin-cylinder, two-
stroke  engine  was  a
beast.  It  featured  a
unique  architecture
with  two  separate
c y l i n d e r s  a n d  a
c o u n t e r - r o t a t i n g
balance shaft to reduce
v i b r a t i o n .  I n  t h e
Millenium  Edition,  this
eng ine  de l i ve red
approximately  130
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horsepower, which was
an astonishing amount
o f  p o w e r  f o r  a
watercraft  under  600
pounds.

The
Rotax
947: A
Legend in
the
Making
The Rotax 947 engine
u s e d  i n  t h e  2000
Seadoo  Millenium
Edition  is  legendary
for a few reasons. First,
i ts  torque  curve  is
incredibly  flat  and
strong.  This  means
that  whether  you  are
pulling  a  wakeboarder
out  of  the  water  or
accelerating  from  a

cruise,  the  power  is
i m m e d i a t e  a n d
sustained.  Second,  it
utilized  Semi-Direct
I n j e c t i o n  ( S D I )
technology  in  some
configurations,  which
i m p r o v e d  f u e l
efficiency  and  reduced
emissions compared to
carbureted  models.
H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
Mil lenium  Editions
came  equipped  with
carburetors,  which are
simpler  to  maintain
a n d  t u n e .  F o r
p e r f o r m a n c e
e n t h u s i a s t s ,  t h e
carbureted 947 is often
preferred  for  its  raw,
unadulterated  power
delivery. The engine is
k n o w n  f o r  i t s
d i s t inc t ive ,  deep
rumble—a  sound  that
instantly  identifies  a
high-performance  Sea-
Doo from this era.

RIDE DYNAMICS
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AND HANDLING:
THE HULL THAT

COULD

P o w e r  i s  n o t h i n g
without  control,  and
Sea-Doo  engineers
knew  this  well.  The
2 0 0 0  S e a d o o
Millenium  Edition
rides on the company's
proven  hull  design,
which was both stable
and  agile.  The  hull
featured  a  deep-V
entry that cut through
chop and rough water
with  confidence,  while
the  aft  sections  were
designed to provide lift
and reduce drag.  This
combination  allowed
the  Millenium  Edition
to  achieve  impressive
top speeds—often well
over 60 mph on calm
water—while still being
capable  of  carving
tight  turns.

Features
That
Enhanced
the Ride
The  2000  Seadoo
Millenium  Edition
was  equipped  with
several  features  that
improved  the  riding
experience:

VTS (Variable
Trim System):
This allowed the
rider to adjust
the angle of the
jet nozzle while
underway. By
trimming up, you
would lift the
nose for higher
top speeds; by
trimming down,
you would plant
the nose for
sharper handling
and better hole
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shots.
D-Sea-Bel
System: This
noise-dampening
system used
specially
designed air
intakes and
exhaust
components to
make the
watercraft
quieter without
sacrificing
performance. It
made the ride
more
comfortable for
long distances.
Off-Power
Assisted
Steering: This
was a major
safety and
handling
innovation. When
you released the
throttle, the
steering
remained
responsive,
allowing you to

turn the
watercraft even
when coasting,
which was a
significant
advantage over
competitors.

COMPARING THE
MILLENIUM
EDITION TO OTHER
2000 MODELS

I t  i s  h e l p f u l  t o
understand  where  the
2 0 0 0  S e a d o o
Millenium Edition  fits
within the broader Sea-
D o o  l i n e u p .  T h e
standard  models  in
2000 included the GTX,
GTI ,  and  the  h igh-
performance  XP.  The
Millenium  Edition  was
typically based on the
G T X  o r  t h e  R X
platform,  meaning  it
was  a  luxury-oriented
performance  machine.
Unlike  the  XP,  which
was  a  bare-bones,
l i g h t w e i g h t
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performance boat,  the
Mi l len ium  Edi t ion
offered  a  more
comfortable  seat,  a
larger fuel tank, and a
d e e p e r  s t o r a g e
compartment.  It  was
designed for riders who
wanted to go fast but
also  wanted  to  cruise
in style. The Millenium
Edition  effectively
b r i d g e d  t h e  g a p
between  the  touring
GTX and the sporty XP,
creat ing  a  "grand
touring"  watercraft
that was both fast and
luxurious.

COLLECTIBILITY
AND MARKET
VALUE IN 2025

Fast forward to today,
and the 2000 Seadoo
Millenium  Edition
has  ach ieved  cu l t
s t a t u s .  T h e s e
watercraft  are  highly
s o u g h t  a f t e r  b y
c o l l e c t o r s  a n d
enthusiasts.  What

drives  this  demand?
S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s
contribute  to  their
enduring  appeal.

Rarity
and
Condition
Because  they  were  a
special  edition,  fewer
units  were  produced
compared  to  standard
models .  F ind ing  a
2 0 0 0  S e a d o o
Millenium  Edition
that is in good, original
condition  is  becoming
increasingly  difficult.
The  most  valuable
examples  are  those
that have been kept in
covered storage,  have
l o w  h o u r s  o n  t h e
engine, and retain their
original  decals  and
seat covers. Watercraft
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n
modified  heavily  are
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often less desirable to
pur is t  co l lectors ,
t h o u g h  t a s t e f u l
performance  upgrades
can still attract buyers.

Restorati
on and
Parts
Availabilit
y
One of  the challenges
of  owning  a  classic
watercraft  l ike  the
2 0 0 0  S e a d o o
Millenium  Edition  is
parts  avai labi l i ty.
Fortunately,  the Rotax
947 engine is still well-
suppor ted  by  the
a f t e r m a r k e t .
C o m p a n i e s  l i k e
W e s t s i d e
Powersports  and
Global  Jet  Club,  as
well as the brand OSD

Marine,  continue  to
manufacture  high-
performance parts and
OEM  replacements.
Engine  parts  such  as
gaskets,  pistons,  and
carburetor  rebuild  kits
are  readily  available.
However,  finding
cosmetic  parts  like
specific decals, original
seats,  and  certain
plastic body panels can
be a challenge. This is
w h y  o r i g i n a l ,
unmolested  examples
command  a  premium.

MAINTENANCE
TIPS FOR OWNERS

If you are lucky enough
t o  o w n  a  2 0 0 0
Seadoo  Millenium
E d i t i o n ,  p r o p e r
maintenance is key to
preserving  its  value
and performance. Here
are  some  essential
tips:

Storage is1.
Critical: These
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watercraft rot
from the inside
out if not stored
properly. Always
fog the engine
before long-term
storage. Use a
good quality,
marine-grade
grease on all
linkages and
bearing points.
Fuel System2.
Care: The
carburetors on
the 947 engine
are sensitive to
ethanol. Use a
fuel stabilizer
always, and if
possible, use
non-ethanol fuel.
Consider
installing a water
separator filter.
Cooling3.
System: The
2000 Sea-Doo
models use a
closed-loop
cooling system
for the engine

block and an
open-loop
system for the
exhaust. Ensure
the heat
exchanger is free
of debris,
especially in
saltwater
environments.
Maintain the4.
Original Look:
If you are
concerned about
collectibility,
keep the
machine as
original as
possible. Store
decals out of the
sun and use UV
protectant on the
plastic.

THE RIDING
EXPERIENCE: THEN
VS. NOW

Riding a 2000 Seadoo
Millenium Edition  in
2025  is  a  different
experience  compared
to riding a brand-new,



10

10 2000 Seadoo Millenium Edition 2022-07-07

supercharged  310+
horsepower watercraft.
Modern  machines  are
heavier,  feature drive-
by-wire  throttles,  and
h a v e  c o m p l e x
e l e c t r o n i c s .  T h e
Millenium  Edition,  by
contrast,  is  raw.  The
throttle cable connects
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e
ca rbu re to r s .  The
engine  vibrates  and
makes noise.  There is
no  electronic  stability
control. This directness
i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t
enthusiasts love today.
It is a visceral, analog
experience.  When you
hit  the  throttle  on  a
2 0 0 0  S e a d o o
Millenium  Edition,
you  feel  the  power
surge  instantly,  and
y o u  a r e  s o l e l y
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
control l ing  it.  This
connect ion  to  the
machine  is  something
that  modern,  highly
c o m p u t e r i z e d

watercraft often lack.

Common
Performa
nce
Modificati
ons
While  many  owners
k e e p  t h e i r  2 0 0 0
Seadoo  Millenium
Edition stock, there is
a vibrant community of
modifiers.  Popular
upgrades  include:

Better Intake
Grates:
Increasing hook-
up in the water
for faster
acceleration.
Aftermarket
Wear Rings
and Impellers:
Improving top
speed and
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throttle
response.
Free-Flow
Exhaust
Systems:
Adding power
and amplifying
the signature
Rotax sound.
Ride Plate
Extensions:
Enhancing
stability at high
speeds.

These  modifications
can  make  an  already
fast  watercraft  even
more thrilling, but they
s h o u l d  b e  d o n e
carefu l ly  to  avoid
damaging the engine.

WHY THE 2000
SEADOO
MILLENIUM
EDITION MATTERS
TODAY

In  a  world  of  mass-
produced,  plastic-
h e a v y  c o n s u m e r
g o o d s ,  t h e  2 0 0 0

Seadoo  Millenium
Edition  stands out as
a  milestone  of  design
and  engineering.  It
represents  a  t ime
when  manufacturers
took risks and created
spec ia l  models  to
c e l e b r a t e
achievements.  It  is  a
watercraft  that  was
built  with  pride,  and
that pride is evident in
every  component.  For
a  new  generation  of
riders  discovering  the
joy  o f  two -s t roke
per formance,  the
Millenium  Edition  is  a
gateway into the past.
It  is  a  reminder  that
fun on the water does
not  require  a  lot  of
e l e c t r o n i c  a i d s .
Sometimes,  all  you
need  is  a  powerful
engine,  a  responsive
hul l ,  and  the  open
water ahead of you.

CONCLUSION: A
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TIMELESS CLASSIC
ON THE WATER

The  2000  Seadoo
Millenium  Edition  is
more than a collectible;
it  is  a  benchmark  of
personal  watercraft
history.  Its  unique
styling, combined with
the  legendary  Rotax
947  engine,  offers  an
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t
modern  machines
s i m p l y  c a n n o t
replicate. Whether you
a r e  a  c o l l e c t o r
meticulously  restoring
a  garage  queen  or  a
rider looking for one of
the  best-performing

vintage watercraft ever
built,  the  Millenium
Edition  delivers  on
every  front.  Owning
one is owning a piece
of  history—a  machine
that marked the end of
one  century  and  the
beginning  of  another,
leaving a wake of pure,
unadulterated  joy
behind  it.  For  anyone
considering  a  classic
p e r f o r m a n c e
watercraft,  the  2000
Seadoo  Millenium
Edition  remains  the
benchmark  by  which
a l l  o t h e r  s p e c i a l
editions are measured.


