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INTRODUCTION: REVIVING THE LEGEND OF THE WINDSOR POWER ESCORT 2

In the world of high-performance audio and vintage automotive sound systems, few names resonate
with the same level of reverence as the Windsor Power Escort 2. Whether you are a seasoned
audiophile, a classic car enthusiast, or someone just beginning to explore the rich history of car
audio, the Windsor Power Escort 2 stands as a landmark piece of engineering. This unit, often sought
after  by collectors  and restorers  alike,  represents a golden era when sound quality  and build
integrity were paramount. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore every facet of the Windsor
Power  Escort  2,  from its  technical  specifications  and design philosophy to  its  enduring  legacy and
practical considerations for modern users. By the end, you will understand why this component
remains a benchmark for quality and performance in the audio community.

WHAT IS THE WINDSOR POWER ESCORT 2?

The Windsor Power Escort 2 is a high-performance amplifier unit that emerged during the peak of
the car audio revolution. Known for its robust construction, clean power delivery, and distinctive
aesthetic, it was designed to meet the demands of serious listeners who refused to compromise on
sound fidelity. Unlike many mass-produced units of its time, the Windsor Power Escort 2 prioritized
sonic accuracy over sheer wattage, making it a favorite among those who valued clarity, warmth,
and dynamic range.
The "2" in its name denotes a second-generation design, incorporating feedback from early users
and  advancements  in  amplifier  technology.  This  iteration  refined  the  circuitry,  improved  thermal
management, and offered more versatile configuration options. It quickly became a staple in high-
end installations, powering everything from component speakers to full-range systems in vehicles
ranging from sedans to custom show cars.

Key Features That Define the Windsor
Power Escort 2
To truly appreciate the Windsor Power Escort 2, one must look under the hood at the features that
set it apart from its contemporaries. These attributes are not merely historical curiosities; they
continue to inform modern amplifier design and remain relevant to anyone seeking superior sound
reproduction.

High-Current Power Supply: The Windsor Power Escort 2 employed a toroidal transformer
and heavy-duty capacitors, ensuring stable voltage delivery even under demanding musical
peaks. This resulted in tighter bass and clearer high frequencies.
Discrete Output Stage: Unlike many amplifiers that relied on integrated circuits, the
Windsor Power Escort 2 used discrete transistors. This approach allowed for greater control
over the sound signature and contributed to its legendary reliability.
Adjustable Crossover Network: A built-in, fully adjustable high-pass and low-pass crossover
gave installers the flexibility to fine-tune the system for any speaker configuration, whether bi-
amping a set of components or driving a dedicated subwoofer.
Heatsink Design: The amplifier's chassis featured deep, finned heatsinks that dissipated
heat efficiently, allowing for sustained performance without thermal shutdown. This was
critical for installations where airflow was limited.
Signal-to-Noise Ratio: With a signal-to-noise ratio exceeding 100 dB, the Windsor Power
Escort 2 delivered music with exceptional background silence, revealing details that lesser
amplifiers would mask.

These features collectively made the Windsor Power Escort 2 a versatile and durable choice for
audiophiles who expected their equipment to perform flawlessly for years.

COMPARING THE WINDSOR POWER ESCORT 2 TO MODERN AMPLIFIERS

Given the rapid pace of technological advancement, one might assume that the Windsor Power
Escort 2 has been left  in the dust.  However,  the reality is  more nuanced. While modern amplifiers
have certainly  improved in  terms of  efficiency,  size,  and connectivity,  the Windsor  Power  Escort  2
still holds its own in several key areas that matter most to critical listeners.

Sound Quality: Vintage Warmth vs.
Modern Precision
Modern Class D amplifiers are incredibly efficient and can produce high power levels in a compact
footprint. They are ideal for space-constrained installations and for powering subwoofers. However,
many audiophiles argue that the Windsor Power Escort 2, with its Class A/B topology, delivers a
more natural  and musical  sound.  The harmonic  distortion  profile  of  the  Windsor  Power  Escort  2  is
often described as "musical" rather than "clinical," lending a warmth and richness to vocals and
acoustic instruments that some modern amplifiers lack.
That said, modern amplifiers have made significant strides in reducing noise and improving channel
separation. The Windsor Power Escort 2, while excellent for its era, may not measure as well on a
test  bench  as  a  top-tier  modern  unit.  Yet,  the  subjective  listening  experience  remains  highly
favorable, and many enthusiasts prefer the vintage character of the Windsor Power Escort 2 for
certain genres like jazz, blues, and classic rock.

Build Quality and Longevity
One area where the Windsor Power Escort 2 unquestionably excels is build quality. The internal
components  were  over-engineered  by  modern  standards.  Through-hole  components,  large
electrolytic  capacitors,  and  robust  terminal  blocks  were  the  norm.  In  contrast,  many  modern
amplifiers  use  surface-mount  components  that  are  smaller  and  more  efficient  but  can  be  more
fragile and difficult to repair. The Windsor Power Escort 2 was built to last, and many units from the
1980s and 1990s are still in active service today with only basic maintenance.

Connectivity and Features
Modern  amplifiers  offer  features  that  the  Windsor  Power  Escort  2  cannot  match:  Bluetooth
streaming, digital signal processing, remote control apps, and multi-zone operation. If you need
these conveniences, a vintage unit will not suffice. However, for a purist system where the goal is to
amplify an analog source with minimal intervention, the Windsor Power Escort 2 remains a superb
choice. It can be paired with a modern head unit or a standalone DAC to create a hybrid system that
combines vintage character with modern convenience.

HOW TO IDENTIFY A GENUINE WINDSOR POWER ESCORT 2

As with any iconic product, counterfeit and replica units have appeared over the years. Knowing how
to identify  a genuine Windsor Power Escort 2  is  essential  for  collectors and buyers on the
secondary market. Here are the telltale signs of an authentic unit:

Serial Number and Badging: Look for the serial number etched or stamped into the chassis.1.
The Windsor logo should be cleanly printed, not painted or stickered. The model designation
"Power Escort 2" should appear prominently on the top plate.
Heatsink Profile: The heatsinks on the Windsor Power Escort 2 are distinctive, with a specific2.
fin density and curve. Counterfeit units often have simpler, cheaper heatsinks.
Internal Components: If possible, open the unit (with power disconnected) and inspect the3.
capacitors. Genuine units typically feature high-grade Japanese capacitors (such as Nichicon or
Rubycon). The wiring should be tidy, and the solder joints should look professional.
Weight: The Windsor Power Escort 2 is heavy due to its toroidal transformer and large4.
heatsinks. A lightweight unit is almost certainly a fake.
Documentation: Original packaging, user manuals, and warranty cards are strong indicators5.
of authenticity. However, many legitimate units were sold second-hand without these, so their
absence does not automatically mean a fake.

If you are uncertain about a unit's authenticity, consult online forums or vintage audio communities
where experienced collectors can provide guidance based on photographs and serial numbers.

RESTORING AND MAINTAINING YOUR WINDSOR POWER ESCORT 2

If you are fortunate enough to own a Windsor Power Escort 2, or if you are considering purchasing
one, proper maintenance is the key to ensuring it continues to perform at its best. These units are
robust, but time takes its toll on electrolytic capacitors, solder joints, and mechanical relays. Here is
a step-by-step guide to restoring a Windsor Power Escort 2:

Step 1: Safety First
Amplifiers  contain  high-voltage  capacitors  that  can  retain  a  dangerous  charge  even  after  the  unit
has been unplugged. Always discharge the capacitors properly before working on the internals. If
you are not comfortable with electronics, enlist the help of a qualified technician.

Step 2: Visual Inspection
Open the chassis and look for obvious signs of trouble: leaking or bulging capacitors, burnt resistors,
cracked solder joints, or corrosion. Pay special attention to the power supply section and the output
transistors. Any signs of overheating or physical damage should be addressed immediately.

Step 3: Capacitor Replacement
The electrolytic capacitors in the power supply and audio path are the most likely components to
degrade over time. Replacing these with modern, high-grade equivalents can restore the amplifier's
performance and extend its life. This is the single most important step in a restoration.

Step 4: Clean and Deoxidize
Clean all connectors, switches, and potentiometers with a high-quality contact cleaner. Deoxidizing
the RCA jacks and speaker terminals can eliminate intermittent noise and improve signal transfer.
Use a soft brush and compressed air to remove dust from the internal components.

Step 5: Bias and Offset Adjustment
Many amplifiers, including the Windsor Power Escort 2, have adjustable bias settings. If you have the
service  manual  and  the  proper  equipment,  you  can  set  the  bias  to  factory  specifications.  This
ensures that the output stage operates in the optimal range, minimizing distortion and heat. If you
lack the expertise, a professional calibration is recommended.

Step 6: Testing
After  restoration,  test  the  amplifier  with  a  known  source  and  speakers  at  low  volume.  Gradually
increase the volume and check for distortion, noise, or overheating. Monitor the temperature of the
heatsinks after extended play. A properly restored Windsor Power Escort 2 should run warm but not
hot, and deliver clean, powerful sound.

WHERE TO FIND THE WINDSOR POWER ESCORT 2 TODAY

The Windsor Power Escort 2 is no longer in production, but it remains available through various
channels. The most common sources include:

Online Auction Sites: eBay and similar platforms often have listings for vintage audio
equipment. Be prepared to bid, and always check the seller's reputation and return policy.
Specialized Vintage Audio Retailers: Some dealers focus exclusively on classic car audio
gear. They may charge a premium, but they often provide refurbished units with a warranty.
Car Audio Forums and Communities: Enthusiast forums are excellent places to find units
for sale, as well as advice and support from fellow collectors. The classified sections of these
forums are worth monitoring.
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Garage Sales and Estate Sales: While less predictable, you can sometimes find hidden
gems at local sales. Patience and a willingness to search are key.

Prices for a Windsor Power Escort 2 vary widely based on condition, originality, and whether it has
been professionally restored. Expect to pay anywhere from a few hundred to over a thousand dollars
for a pristine example with documentation.

WHY AUDIOPHILES STILL SEARCH FOR THE WINDSOR POWER ESCORT 2

The enduring  appeal  of  the  Windsor Power Escort  2  goes  beyond its  technical  specifications.  It
represents a philosophy of audio design that prioritizes longevity, serviceability, and musicality. In
an age of disposable electronics and planned obsolescence, the Windsor Power Escort 2 stands as a
testament to what happens when engineers are given the freedom to create without compromise.
For many, owning a Windsor Power Escort 2 is about more than just sound quality; it is about
connecting with a rich history of car audio innovation. It is about the satisfaction of holding a piece
of engineering that was built to last, that sounds wonderful, and that can be repaired rather than
replaced. This sense of connection and authenticity is something that no modern smartphone


