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A SACRED
TRADITION:
UNDERSTANDING
FUNERAL
RESOLUTIONS IN
THE BAPTIST
CHURCH

W h e n  a  b e l o v e d
member  of  a  Baptist
congregation  passes
away ,  the  church
commun i ty  o f ten
gathers  not  only  to
mourn but to honor a
life  well-lived.  Among
the  most  meaningful
and enduring traditions
i n  m a n y  B a p t i s t
c h u r c h e s  i s  t h e
d r a f t i n g  a n d

presenta t ion  o f  a
funeral  resolution.  A
Funeral  Resolutions
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
practice  is  a  formal,
written document that
e x p r e s s e s  t h e
c o n g r e g a t i o n ' s
sympathy,  celebrates
the  deceased’s  faith
and service,  and  offers
a  lasting  tribute  to
the i r  legacy.  Th is
tradition  goes  beyond
a  simple  obituary  or
e u l o g y ;  i t  i s  a
c o r p o r a t e  a c t  o f
remembrance  that
solidifies  the
indiv idual ’s  p lace
wi th in  the  church
family  and  provides
profound  comfort  to
grieving loved ones. In
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this  article,  we  will
explore  the  history,
components,  spiritual
significance,  and
practical  aspects  of
funeral  resolutions  in
Baptist  life,  offering  a
comprehensive  guide
for  church  leaders,
families,  and  anyone
seeking to  understand
this beautiful custom.

The
Historical
Roots of
the
Funeral
Resolutio
n
The practice of issuing
formal  resolutions  for
deceased  members

has  deep  roo ts  i n
Protestant  church
g o v e r n a n c e ,
particularly  within
B a p t i s t  c i r c l e s .
Historically,  Baptist
congregations  have
operated with a strong
emphasis  on  church
a u t o n o m y  a n d
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l
decision-making. When
a  member  died,  the
church  body  would
often pass a resolution
dur ing  a  bus iness
meet ing,  formal ly
acknowledging the loss
and directing that  the
record be entered into
the  church  minutes.
This  practice  ensured
that the deceased was
n o t  m e r e l y
remembered in passing
but  was  officially
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d
honored by the entire
body. Over time, what
began  as  a  s imple
minute  entry  evolved
into  a  more  elaborate
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d o c u m e n t ,  o f t e n
including  a  biography,
e x p r e s s i o n s  o f
g ra t i t ude  f o r  t he
person’s  contributions,
a n d  h e a r t f e l t
condolences  to  the
family.  Today,  the
tradition of a Funeral
Resolutions  Baptist
Church  remains  vital,
especially  in  African
American,  Southern
B a p t i s t ,  a n d
independent  Baptist
congregations, where it
i s  s e e n  a s  b o t h  a
spiritual  duty  and  a
loving  gesture.

WHAT IS A
FUNERAL
RESOLUTION IN
THE BAPTIST
CONTEXT?

A funeral  resolution is
a  formal  statement
adopted  by  a  church
congregation,  typically
during  a  memorial
s e r v i c e  o r  a
subsequent  business

meeting.  I t  serves
several  purposes:

Honoring the
Deceased: It
recounts their
life of faith, their
service within
the church, and
their impact on
others.
Expressing
Sympathy: It
extends the
church's
condolences to
the family and
offers scriptural
comfort.
Creating a
Permanent
Record: The
resolution is
often entered
into the church’s
official minutes,
preserving the
person’s legacy
for future
generations.
Uniting the
Congregation:
By voting on the
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resolution, the
entire church
body participates
in the act of
honoring their
departed brother
or sister.

I n  m a n y  B a p t i s t
c h u r c h e s ,  t h e
resolution is read aloud
during  the  funeral
service, presented as a
framed  document  to
the family, or both. It is
a  tangible  symbol  of
the  church’s  love  and
commitment.

The
Biblical
Foundatio
n for This
Practice
While the exact format
of a funeral  resolution

is  a  church  tradition
rather  than  a  biblical
mandate, its principles
are  firmly  rooted  in
Scripture.  The  Bible
repeatedly emphasizes
the  importance  of
honoring  the  faithful
who have gone before
us .  Hebrews  13 :7
instructs  believers  to
“ R e m e m b e r  y o u r
leaders, who spoke the
word  of  God  to  you.
Consider  the  outcome
of their way of life and
imitate  their  faith.”
Similarly,  Proverbs
10:7  declares,  “The
m e m o r y  o f  t h e
r i g h t e o u s  i s  a
blessing.”  A  Funeral
Resolutions  Baptist
Church  document
fulfills  these  scriptural
e x h o r t a t i o n s  b y
preserving the memory
of a righteous life. The
act  o f  wr i t ing  and
reading  a  resolution
also  mirrors  the  early
church’s  practice  of
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recording the deaths of
martyrs  and  faithful
servants,  as  seen  in
the  book  o f  Ac t s .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
resolution serves as a
witness  to  the  non-
believing  community,
d e m o n s t r a t i n g
Christian love, hope in
the  resurrection,  and
the  value  of  every
member in the body of
Christ.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF A TRADITIONAL
BAPTIST FUNERAL
RESOLUTION

A  well-crafted  funeral
resolution  typically
follows  a  structured
f o r m a t ,  t h o u g h
variations  exist  by
church .  The  most
common  elements
include:

1.
Preamble
or
Introducti
on
This section states the
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
reso lu t ion ,  o f ten
b e g i n n i n g  w i t h
“Whereas,”  a  formal
word used in legal and
church documents. For
example:  “Whereas,
our Heavenly Father, in
His  infinite  wisdom,
has seen fit to call from
our midst our beloved
b r o t h e r / s i s t e r ,
[ N a m e ] . . . ”  T h i s
opening  acknowledges
God’s  sovereignty and
the  loss  the  church
feels.
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2.
Biographi
cal
Sketch
and
Christian
Testimon
y
Here  the  resolution
recounts  the  life  and
faith of  the deceased.
It  may  include  their
date  of  conversion,
b a p t i s m ,  c h u r c h
membership,  roles
they  held  (deacon,
Sunday school teacher,
choir  member,  etc.),
and  a  description  of
their  character.  This
section  personalizes

the  document  and
helps the congregation
r e m e m b e r  t h e
individual’s  unique
contr ibut ions.  For
instance:  “Whereas,
Sister  [Name]  was  a
faithful member of this
church  for  40  years,
serving as a teacher in
the youth ministry and
a pillar of the women’s
auxiliary...”

3.
Expressio
ns of
Sympath
y and
Condolen
ce
The  church  addresses
the  grieving  family
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directly.  This  portion
often  includes  verses
o f  c o m f o r t  f r o m
Scripture  (such  as
Psalm 23, John 14:1-3,
or Revelation 21:4) and
offers  prayers  and
practical  support.  It
may  say:  “We extend
our heartfelt sympathy
to the family and pray
that  the  God  of  a l l
c o m f o r t  w o u l d
surround them with His
peace.”

4.
Resolving
Clauses
T h e  r e s o l u t i o n
concludes  with  formal
“resolved”  statements
that the church adopts.
Typical  resolutions
include:

That we
express our
gratitude to

God for the life
and example of
the deceased.
That we extend
our deepest
sympathy to
the family.
That we
commend the
departed soul
to the merciful
care of God.
That this
resolution be
recorded in the
church minutes
and a copy
submitted to
the family.

5. Closing
and
Signature
s
The  document  often
e n d s  w i t h  a
benediction  and  is



8

8 Funeral Resolutions Baptist
Church

2024-10-25

signed by the pastor, a
committee  chair  (if  a
committee  drafted  it),
and  sometimes  the
church clerk. The date
of  adoption  is  also
included.

THE PROCESS OF
DRAFTING AND
ADOPTING A
FUNERAL
RESOLUTION

I n  m a n y  B a p t i s t
c h u r c h e s ,  t h e
respons ib i l i ty  for
preparing  a  funeral
resolution  falls  to  a
special  committee,
often composed of the
pastor,  deacons,  or
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
bereavement  ministry.
H e r e  i s  a  t y p i c a l
process:

Gathering1.
Information:
The committee
collects details
about the
deceased’s life,

faith journey,
and church
involvement
from family
members, close
friends, and
church records.
Drafting the2.
Document:
Using a template
or previous
resolutions as a
guide, a writer
composes the
resolution. Care
is taken to
ensure accuracy
and a tone of
reverence.
Review and3.
Approval: The
draft is reviewed
by the pastor
and committee,
then presented
to the church
congregation
during a service
or business
meeting. In many
cases, a motion
is made to adopt
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the resolution,
followed by a
vote.
Presentation:4.
The resolution is
read aloud at the
funeral or
memorial
service, often by
the pastor or a
close friend. A
printed or
framed copy is
given to the
family as a
keepsake.

It is essential that the
process  be  handled
with  sensitivity  and
timeliness.  The  family
should  be  consulted
regarding  the  content
t o  a v o i d  a n y
i n a c c u r a c i e s  o r
discomfort.

SPIRITUAL
SIGNIFICANCE FOR
THE CHURCH AND
FAMILY

The  t rad i t ion  o f  a

Funeral  Resolutions
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
ca r r i e s  p ro found
spiritual  meaning.  For
the  bereaved  family,
receiving  a  resolution
is a tangible reminder
that  their  loved  one
was valued not only by
God  but  by  an  entire
community  of  faith.  It
affirms  that  their  life
mattered and that their
l e g a c y  w i l l  b e
remembered.  For  the
congregation,  the  act
of  drafting,  voting on,
a n d  h e a r i n g  t h e
r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a
corporate  exercise  in
gr ie f  and  hope .  I t
al lows  members  to
process  loss  together,
c e l e b r a t e  t h e
deceased’s  faith,  and
recommit to their own
wa lk  w i th  Ch r i s t .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
resolution serves as a
witness  to  the  world
outside  the  church.
When  a  non-believing
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fami ly  member  or
f r i e n d  h e a r s  t h e
resolution  read,  they
see a faith community
that  genuinely  cares
for its members,  even
in death. This can open
doors for conversations
about  eternal  hope  in
Jesus Christ.

Differenc
es
Between
Funeral
Resolutio
ns and
Other
Memorial

Forms
I t  i s  h e l p f u l  t o
distinguish  funeral
resolutions from similar
practices.  An  obituary
is a public notice that
includes  biographical
information and service
details, but it is usually
written by the family or
funera l  home  and
p u b l i s h e d  i n
newspapers  or  online.
A  eulogy  is  a  speech
g i v e n  d u r i n g  t h e
service, often personal
and  emot i ona l .  A
funeral  resolution,  in
contrast,  is  an  official
church  document  that
reflects  the  corporate
v o i c e  o f  t h e
congregation.  It  is
formal, structured, and
recorded  in  church
h i s t o r y .  W h i l e
obituaries and eulogies
a r e  v a l u a b l e ,  a
resolution  carries  the
w e i g h t  o f  c h u r c h
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a u t h o r i t y  a n d
communal  witness.
Some Baptist churches
also have a “Memorial
B o o k ”  w h e r e
r e s o l u t i o n s  a r e
compiled, serving as a
historical  archive  for
future  generations.

PRACTICAL ADVICE
FOR CREATING
MEANINGFUL
FUNERAL
RESOLUTIONS

For church leaders and
families  who  wish  to
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h i s
tradition,  consider  the
following guidelines:

Involve the
Family: Ask
family members
for input on the
deceased’s faith
story and
character. This
ensures accuracy
and makes the
resolution more
personal.

Use Scripture
Wisely: Weave
relevant Bible
verses into the
text to provide
comfort and to
ground the
resolution in
God’s promises.
Be Specific:
Generic language
(“a faithful
member”) can be
meaningful, but
specific details
(“taught the
adult Sunday
school class for
20 years”) make
the resolution
memorable.
Keep It
Respectful and
Positive: Focus
on the
deceased’s
Christian virtues
and
contributions.
Avoid any
mention of
disagreements or
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shortcomings.
Prepare a
Keepsake:
Many churches
provide a framed
copy or a high-
quality printed
version that the
family can
treasure.

Some  churches  also
offer  sample templates
to  guide  the  drafting
process ,  but  each
resolution  should  be
customized  to  reflect
the individual’s unique
life.

THE LASTING
IMPACT OF A
FUNERAL
RESOLUTION

A funeral  resolution is
more  than  a  piece  of
paper;  it  is  a  l iving
testimony  of  Christian
love.  Families  often
display  the  resolution
in their homes, read it
during  times  of  grief,

and  pass  it  down  to
future  generations.
C h u r c h  a r c h i v e s
containing  decades  of
resolutions  tell  the
s t o r y  o f  t h e
congregation’s  history
and the faithful  saints
who built it. For those
who  write  or  read  a
resolution, the act can
be  deeply  healing.  It
forces us to pause and
reflect  on  what  truly
matters: a life lived for
God and for others. In
a  wor ld  that  of ten
rushes past death, the
tradition of a Funeral
Resolutions  Baptist
Church  invites  us  to
stop,  remember,  and
give  thanks.

CONCLUSION

The tradition of funeral
resolutions  remains  a
cherished  practice  in
many Baptist churches
w o r l d w i d e .  I t
beautifully  combines
scriptural  principles  of
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honoring  the  faithful,
corporate  sympathy,
and  the  hope  of  the
r e s u r r e c t i o n .  B y
c ra f t i ng  a  f o rma l
d o c u m e n t  t h a t
celebrates  a  life,  the
c h u r c h  n o t  o n l y

comforts  the  grieving
but  a lso  creates  a
lasting  legacy  that
p o i n t s  f u t u r e
generations  toward
faith in Christ. Whether
y o u  a r e  a  p a s t o r
preparing a resolution


