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UNLOCK ITALY:
WHY YOU NEED
BASIC ITALIAN
PHRASES FOR
TOURISTS

Italy is a dream
destination for millions
of travelers each year.
From the ancient ruins
of Rome and the
Renaissance art of
Florence to the
romantic canals of
Venice and the
stunning Amalfi Coast,
the country offers an
unparalleled cultural
feast. However, while
many lItalians in tourist
hubs speak English,
relying solely on it can

limit your experience.
Mastering a handful of
basic Italian phrases
for tourists is the
single most effective
way to enrich your
journey. It transforms
you from a passive
observer into an
engaged participant.
Italians are famously
warm and appreciative
of any attempt to
speak their language.
A simple "buongiorno"
(good morning) or
"grazie" (thank you)
can open doors, elicit
genuine smiles, and
lead to more authentic
interactions. This guide
provides you with a
carefully curated
toolkit of essential
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Italian travel phrases,
pronunciation tips, and
cultural context to
ensure you navigate
Italy with confidence
and charm.

WHY BOTHER
LEARNING ITALIAN
PHRASES?

Before we dive into the
vocabulary, it is useful
to understand the
profound impact these
words can have. Using
Italian phrases for
tourists demonstrates
respect for the local
culture. It signals that
you are not just a
visitor but a curious
and courteous guest. In
quieter towns, family-
run trattorias, and local
markets, English is
often not spoken
fluently. Here, your
handful of Italian words
becomes an essential
bridge. Moreover,
speaking even a little
Italian can help you

avoid common tourist
pitfalls, such as
overpaying or
misunderstanding local
customs. It empowers
you to ask for
directions, order food
like a local, and handle
simple transactions
independently.
Ultimately, it enhances
your sense of
adventure and makes
your trip more
memorable.

PART 1: THE
FOUNDATION -
GREETINGS AND
POLITENESS

The cornerstone of any
interaction in Italy
begins with a greeting.
This is where your
basic Italian phrases
for tourists should
start. Italian culture
places a high value on
courtesy, and failing to
greet someone before
asking a question is
considered rude.

2 Basic Italian Phrases For Tourists 2025-11-11



Basic Italian Phrases For Tourists

Essential
Greetings

e Buongiorno
(bwohn-JOHR-
noh): Good
morning / Good
day. Used from
morning until
early afternoon
(around 2 PM).
Buon
pomeriggio
(bwohn poh-
meh-REE-joh):
Good afternoon.
Used from
around 2 PM until
sunset. Note that
"buongiorno"” is
often used for
this period as
well in many
regions.
Buonasera
(bwoh-nah-SEH-
rah): Good
evening. Used
after sunset,
typically from

around 4-5 PM
onwards.
Arrivederci (ah-
ree-veh-DEHR-
chee): Goodbye
(formal). A
standard, polite
way to part
ways.

Ciao (CHOW):
Hello / Goodbye
(informal). Use
this with friends,
peers, or in very
casual settings.
Avoid using
"ciao" with
strangers, elders,
or in formal
situations.

The
Magic
Words of



Politenes
S

These are among the
most important
common ltalian
words you will ever
use. Use them liberally.

e Grazie (GRAHT-
see-eh): Thank
you. The most
essential word.

e Grazie mille
(GRAHT-see-eh
MEEL-leh): Thank
you very much
(literally "a
thousand
thanks").

e Prego (PREH-
goh): You're
welcome. Also
means "please"
(after you) or "go
ahead".

* Per favore (pair
fah-VOH-reh):
Please. Use this
when asking for

anything.

* Per piacere
(pair pyah-CHEH-
reh): Please
(another
common
variation).

e Mi scusi (mee
SKOO-zee):
Excuse me/I'm
sorry (formal).
Use this to get
someone's
attention or
apologize.

e Scusa (SKOO-
zah): Excuse me
/ Sorry
(informal).

PART 2:
NAVIGATING FOOD
AND DINING LIKE A
LOCAL

Italian culture revolves
around food. Knowing
useful Italian
expressions for the
table is paramount, not
just for survival but for
enjoyment. This
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section covers some of
the most valuable
basic Italian phrases
for tourists visiting
restaurants, cafes, and
markets.

At a
Restaura
nt or
Trattoria

e Un tavolo per
[due], per
favore. (oon
TAH-voh-loh pair
DOO-eh, pair fah-
VOH-reh): A table
for [two], please.

e Il menu, per
favore. (eel
meh-NOO, pair
fah-VOH-reh):
The menu,
please.

e Cosa mi
consiglia? (KOH-
zah mee kohn-

SEEL-yah): What
do you
recommend? A
wonderful phrase
to engage your
server.

e Vorrei... (VOHR-
ray-ee): | would
like... (e.q.,
"Vorrei un caffe,"
or "Vorrei la
pasta").

¢ Il conto, per
favore. (eel
KOHN-toh, pair
fah-VOH-reh):
The bill, please.

e Buonissimo!
(bwoh-NEES-see-
moh): Very
delicious! A
perfect
compliment.

At a Cafe
or Bar

Italian coffee culture is
specific. Avoid ordering
a "latte" (which means



milk).
these:

Instead, try

¢ Un caffe (oon
kahf-FEH): An
espresso. This is
the standard
coffee order.

e Un cappuccino
(oon kahp-poo-
CHEE-noh): A
cappuccino.
Note: Italians
typically only
drink
cappuccinos in
the morning,
never after a
meal.

e Un acqua
naturale/frizza
nte (oon AHK-
wah nah-too-
RAH-leh/freet-
ZAHN-teh):
Still/sparkling
water.

¢ Posso avere un
bicchiere
d'acqua? (POH-
soh ah-VEH-reh
oon bee-KYEH-
reh DAHK-wah):

Can | have a
glass of water?

PART 3: GETTING
AROUND -
DIRECTIONS AND
TRANSPORTATION

Navigating Italian
cities, whether on foot
or by train, requires
some key vocabulary.
These Italian travel
phrases will help you
stay on track.

Asking for
and
Understa
nding
Direction

e Dov'e...? (doh-
VEH): Where
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is...? (e.g., "Dov'e

ation

la stazione?" -

"Where is the .

statlon?")-_ Essentla|S
e Come arrivo

a...? (KOH-meh « La stazione

ah-RElE-VOh (ferroviaria)

ah...). How do | (Iah staht-see-

get to...?

E lontano? (eh
lohn-TAH-noh): Is
it far?

A destra (ah
DEH-strah): To
the right.

A sinistra (ah
see-NEE-strah):
To the left.
Sempre dritto
(SEM-preh
DREET-toh):
Straight ahead.
All'angolo (ahl
AHN-goh-loh): At
the corner.

Transport

OH-neh): The
(train) station.
L'aeroporto
(lah-eh-roh-
POHR-toh): The
airport.

Un biglietto
(oon bee-LYET-
toh): A ticket.
Binario [1]
(bee-NAH-ree-
oh): Platform [1].
Orario (oh-RAH-
ryoh): Schedule
or timetable.
Scusi, quando
parte il treno
per [Firenze]?
(SKOO-zee,
KWAHN-doh
PAHR-teh eel
TREH-noh pair
[Fee-REN-tseh]):
Excuse me, when



does the train for
[Florence] leave?

PART 4: SHOPPING
AND
TRANSACTIONS

From buying leather
goods in Florence to
sampling cheese in a
local market, knowing
essential Italian
vocabulary for
purchases is vital.

¢ Quanto costa?
(KWAHN-toh
KOH-stah): How
much does it
cost?

¢ Quanto viene?
(KWAHN-toh
VYEH-neh): How
much does it
come to?
(Another
common way to
ask the price).

e Posso pagare
con la carta?
(POH-soh pah-
GAH-reh kohn lah
KAHR-tah): Can |

pay with a card?

e Contanti (kohn-
TAHN-tee): Cash.

e Mi piace (mee
PYAH-cheh): | like
it.

* Non mi piace
(nohn mee PYAH-
cheh): I don't like
it.

e Posso
guardare?
(POH-soh gwahr-
DAH-reh): Can |
look around?
(Useful if you
don't want
assistance
immediately).

» Grazie, e
perfetto.
(GRAHT-see-eh,
eh pehr-FEHT-
toh): Thank you,
it's perfect.

PART 5: NUMBERS
AND COUNTING

Numbers are
fundamental to any
basic Italian phrases
for tourists list. You
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will need them for
prices, times,
addresses, and
quantities.

Uno (O0O-noh)
Due (DOO-eh)
Tre (TREH)
Quattro (KWAHT-
troh)

Cinque (CHEEN-
kweh)

Sei (SAY-ee)
Sette (SEHT-teh)
Otto (OHT-toh)
Nove (NOH-veh)
Dieci (DYEH-
chee)

Ll

o

SRR

Key tip for tourists:
For prices, "venti" is
20, "trenta" is 30, and
"cento" is 100. If you
need to say "l would
like three tickets," you
say "Vorrei tre

biglietti."

PART 6:
EMERGENCY AND
PRACTICAL HELP

While we hope you
never need them,
knowing these Italian
travel phrases for
emergencies provides
peace of mind.

¢ Aiuto! (ah-YOO-
toh): Help!

e Chiamate
un'ambulanza!
(kee-ah-MAH-teh
oon ahm-boo-
LAHN-tsah): Call
an ambulance!

» Dov'e il pronto
soccorso /
I'ospedale?
(doh-VEH eel
PROHN



