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BRINGING THE
HARVEST TO LIFE:
THANKSGIVING
FIGURATIVE
LANGUAGE
ACTIVITIES FOR
ENGAGING
CLASSROOMS

Thanksgiving is a
holiday rich with
sensory experiences,
family traditions, and
vivid

storytelling—making it
the perfect backdrop
for teaching figurative
language. When
students explore

similes, metaphors,
personification, and
other literary devices
through a Thanksgiving
lens, abstract concepts
become concrete and
memorable. Whether
you are a classroom
teacher, a homeschool
parent, or a literacy
tutor, incorporating
Thanksgiving figurative
language activities into
your lesson plans can
spark creativity and
deepen

comprehension. This
article provides a
comprehensive guide
to designing engaging,
standards-aligned
activities that help


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

students understand
and appreciate
figurative language
while celebrating the
season.

Why
Figurative
Language
Matters

In the
Classroo
m

Figurative language
goes beyond literal
meaning to paint
pictures in the reader’s
mind. It's the
difference between
saying “the turkey is
dry” and “the turkey is
as dry as a pile of
autumn leaves.”

Mastering devices like
similes, metaphors,
personification,

hyperbole, alliteration,

onomatopoeia, and
idioms improves
reading

comprehension, writing
quality, and critical
thinking. Holiday-
themed activities lower
the stakes and
increase
motivation—students
are already excited
about Thanksgiving, so
linking that excitement
to learning outcomes
feels natural and fun.

Moreover,

Thanksgiving stories,
poems, and songs are
full of figurative
language. From “Over
the River and Through
the Woods” (a classic
narrative poem) to
modern children’s
books about the First
Thanksgiving, students
encounter rich
examples every year.
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By explicitly teaching
these devices through
hands-on activities,

educators help
students recognize and
use them

independently.

Types of
-igurative
_.anguage
Perfect
for
Thanksgi
ving

Before diving into
activities, it helps to
review the seven most
common types of
figurative language

that work well with a
Thanksgiving theme:

e Simile: A

comparison
using “like” or
“as.” Example:
“The mashed
potatoes were as
fluffy as clouds.”
Metaphor: A
direct
comparison
without “like” or
“as.” Example:
“The gravy was a
river of gold.”
Personification
: Giving human
qualities to
objects or
animals.
Example: “The
turkey leg waved
goodbye.”
Hyperbole:
Exaggeration for
effect. Example:
“I ate a million
pumpkin pies.”
Alliteration:
Repeating initial
consonant
sounds.
Example: “Peter



picked a perfect
pecan pie.”

e Onomatopoeia:
Words that
imitate sounds.
Example: “Sizzle,
pop, crunch—the
feast began.”

e Idiom: A phrase
with a figurative
meaning.
Example: “Don’t
count your
turkeys before
they hatch.”

Each device lends itself
to creative, low-prep
activities that can be
done individually, in
pairs, or in groups.

TOP
THANKSGIVING
FIGURATIVE
LANGUAGE
ACTIVITY IDEAS

1. Simile

and
Metaphor
Turkey
Crafts

This classic activity
combines art and
writing. Provide
students with a turkey
outline (or have them
trace their hands). On
each feather, they
write a simile or
metaphor related to
Thanksgiving. For
example:

e Featherl -
Simile: “The
cornucopia is like
a horn of plenty.”

e Feather 2 -
Metaphor: “The
pumpkin pie is a
sunset on a
plate.”

e Feather 3 -
Simile: “My
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grandmother’s
kitchen smells as
warm as a hug.”

Display the finished
turkeys on a bulletin
board titled “Gobbling
Up Figurative
Language.” This
activity reinforces the
difference between
simile and metaphor
while letting students
express gratitude
creatively.

2.
Personific
ation of a
Thanksgi
ving
Turkey

Challenge students to
write a short story or
paragraph from the

perspective of the
turkey on Thanksgiving
morning. They must
use personification to
bring the turkey to life.
Prompts could include:

e “The turkey
stared at the
carving knife and
shivered with
fear.”

e “The oven
hummed a
lullaby as the
turkey drifted
into a warm
dream.”

e “The drumsticks
tapped a nervous
rhythm on the
roasting pan.”

After writing, students
can share their stories
aloud. This activity
deepens empathy and
narrative skills while
teaching
personification in a
memorable way.



3.
Hyperbol
e Feast
Menu

Explain hyperbole as
“a grand exaggeration
for comedic or
dramatic effect.” Then,
ask students to create
a “Thanksgiving
Hyperbole Menu.” Each
dish gets an
exaggerated
description. Examples:

e “Grandma’s
stuffing: so good
it would make an
angel weep.”

e “Uncle Joe’s
gravy: enough to
fill Lake
Michigan.”

e “The cranberry
sauce: so tart it
could wake the
dead.”

Students can design
their menus on paper
or digitally, then
present them to the
class. The humor of
hyperbole keeps the
lesson light and
engaging.

4.
Alliteratio
N
Thanksgl
ving
Place
Cards

Alliteration is playful
and easy to practice.
Have students create
place cards for a
hypothetical

Thanksgiving dinner.
Each card must use

6 Thanksgiving Figurative Language 2024-04-01
Activities



Thanksgiving Figurative Language Activities 7

alliteration with the
guest’'s name and a
description. For
example:

e “Peter Pumpkin-
Pie Picker”

e “Cranberry Carol
Casserole Chef”

e “Gravy Gary the
Great Gobblet”

For added challenge,
require all the names
and dishes in a group
to share the same
initial sound. This
activity reinforces
phonetic awareness
and vocabulary.

5.
Onomato
poeia
Dinner

Soundsca
pe

Onomatopoeia
captures the sounds of
a holiday meal. Ask
students to listen to a
short video of kitchen
sounds or recall their
own Thanksgiving
dinners. Then, they
write a “sound poem”
using onomatopoeic
words. For example:

Sizzle, sizzle, the
turkey fries,

Pop! The corn kernel
flies.

Crunch, crunch,
crackers break,
Slurp! The soup is hard
to take.

Clink of glasses,
chatter, cheer—
Onomatopoeia fills the
ear.

the

Students can perform
their poems with sound
effects for the class.



This activity builds
vocabulary and fluency
through rhythm and
repetition.

6. ldiom
Stories:
“Don’t
Put All
Your Eggs
In One
Basket”

I[dioms can Dbe
confusing for English
language learners and
native speakers alike.
Create a |list of
Thanksgiving-themed

(eaten quickly)

e “Turkey of a day”
(a bad day)

e “Couch potato”
(a lazy person,
potato being a
Thanksgiving
staple)

Ask students to select
three idioms and write
a short story
incorporating them in a
Thanksgiving context.
Encourage them to
illustrate the literal and
figurative meanings
side by side to
reinforce
understanding.

INTEGRATING
POETRY INTO
THANKSGIVING
FIGURATIVE
LANGUAGE
ACTIVITIES

idioms (or adapt Poetry is a natural
common ones). home for figurative
Examples: language. Have
students write a

* “Gobbled up Thanksgiving acrostic
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poem using the word
“THANKS” or “FEAST.”
Each line must include
at least one simile or
metaphor. For younger
students, provide a
template:

T - The turkey is as
golden as the sun
(simile)

H - Hearty hands help
harvest home
(alliteration)

A - Apples and autumn,
a match made in
heaven (metaphor)
N - Nana’s nut bread
sings with cinnamon
(personification)

K - Kindness like
ketchup on everything
(simile & humor)

S - Sweet potatoes
smile from the oven
(personification)

Another poetry option
is a “Five Senses
Feast” poem where
students describe
Thanksgiving using
figurative language for
each sense. Example:

“The turkey looked like
a mountain of gold. It
smelled like a garden
of spices. It tasted like
a hug from Grandma.”
This approach
encourages sensory
detail and imaginative
comparison.

DIFFERENTIATING
FOR GRADE
LEVELS

Not all students are
ready for every device.
Here's how to adjust
these Thanksgiving
figurative language
activities for different
ages:

Grades
K-2

Focus on similes and
alliteration. Use picture
books like Bear Says
Thanks by Karma
Wilson or Thanksgiving
in the Woods by Phyllis



Alsdurf. Have students
draw a picture of their
favorite Thanksgiving
food and write one
simile under it.
Example: “The pie is as
sweet as candy.” For
alliteration, create
tongue twisters such
as “Thankful Tim
tasted tasty turkey.”

Grades
3-5

Introduce metaphors,
personification, and
onomatopoeia. The
turkey personification
activity works well
here. Students can also
brainstorm hyperboles
for how much they love
mashed potatoes. Use
a “Figurative Language

Scavenger Hunt”
where they find
examples in

Thanksgiving poems or
songs.

10

Grades
6-8

Add idioms and more
complex metaphors.
Challenge students to
rewrite a paragraph
from a history textbook
about the First
Thanksgiving wusing
figurative language.
They can create a mini-
book or digital
presentation. The
hyperbole menu can
become a full writing
assignment with rubric
assessment.

High
School

Move beyond
recognition to analysis
and creation. Students
can analyze the
figurative language in
historical speeches like
Lincoln’s 1863
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Thanksgiving device
Proclamation or in e A matching
contemporary articles. game (match the
Then, they write an device to its
original short story or example)
poem that weaves  Blank turkey
together multiple feather
devices. This level templates for the
should emphasize simile/metaphor
sophistication and craft
subtlety. e A writing rubric

for the
PRINTABLE AND personification
DIGITAL story
RESOURCES FOR
TEACHERS Digital options: Use

While the activities
above require minimal
preparation, teachers
can enhance them with
ready-to-use
worksheets. Consider
creating a
“Thanksgiving
Figurative Language
Packet” that includes:

e A definitions
anchor chart

 Practice
sentences to
identify the

11

Google Slides where
each slide focuses on
one device with a
Thanksgiving example.
Students can drag and
drop labels or type
their own sentences.
Online tools like Padlet

allow collaborative
brainstorming of
hyperboles or

onomatopoeia word
banks. Pinterest and
Teachers Pay Teachers
are treasure troves of
free and low-cost
Thanksgiving figurative



language activities.

ASSESSING
LEARNING
THROUGH
THANKSGIVING
FIGURATIVE
LANGUAGE
ACTIVITIES

Assessment can be
informal or formal. Use
exit tickets where
students write one
original simile and one
metaphor about
Thanksgiving. Create a
one-pager where they
define a device, give a
Thanksgiving example,
and illustrate it. Or, use
a gallery walk: after
completing the turkey
craft, students walk
around and write
sticky-note feedback
identifying the device
used on each feather.
This peer assessment
reinforces recognition

For a summative
assessment, assign a
“Thanksgiving

Figurative Language
Story” of 200-300
words that must
include at least five
different devices. A
simple rubric can score
each device’s correct
usage and creativity.
Because the context is
familiar, students can
focus on language
rather than plot.

CONNECTING TO
SOCIAL-
EMOTIONAL
LEARNING AND
GRATITUDE

These activities also
support SEL goals.
Writing about
thankfulness through
figurative language
encourages self-
expression and
empathy. Personifying

and provides the turkey helpS
immediate feedback. students see things

from another
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perspective. Sharing
hyperboles about
family traditions builds
a positive classroom
community. Teachers
can ask students to
reflect: “How does
using a metaphor help
you express your
gratitude more
deeply?” The holiday
theme becomes a
springboard for
emotional literacy.

CONCLUSION:
HARVEST A

SEASON OF
LANGUAGE
GROWTH

Thanksgiving figurative
language activities
transform a single
holiday into a golden
opportunity for literacy
development. By
weaving similes,
metaphors,

personification,

hyperbole, alliteration,
onomatopoeia, and
idioms into turkey
crafts, silly menus,
sound poems,



