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MASTERING THE
ART OF LONG
DIVISION: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO 5TH GRADE
LONG DIVISION
WORKSHEETS

Long division is one of
those  milestones  in
elementary  math  that
can  feel  like  a  huge
leap  for  many  fifth
graders.  It  is  the  first
t ime  students  are
a s k e d  t o  j u g g l e
m u l t i p l e
operations—division,
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n ,
sub t rac t i on ,  and
s o m e t i m e s  e v e n

remainders—all  in  a
single  problem.  For
parents  and  teachers,
finding  the  right  tools
to  help  children  build
confidence  and
accuracy  is  essential.
That  is  where  a  well-
designed  5th  grade
l o n g  d i v i s i o n
worksheet comes into
play. These worksheets
are  more  than  just
pages  of  problems;
they  are  structured
learning aids that turn
a complex process into
a series of manageable
s t e p s .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,
we  will  explore  why
long division matters in
fifth  grade,  what
makes  a  worksheet
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effective,  the  different
types  of  problems  to
practice,  and  how  to
use these resources to
s u p p o r t  e v e r y
student’s  progress.

UNDERSTANDING
LONG DIVISION IN
THE 5TH GRADE
CURRICULUM

By fifth grade, students
have already mastered
basic  multiplication
and division facts. They
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
concept  of  grouping
and sharing.  However,
l o n g  d i v i s i o n
introduces a new level
of complexity: dividing
larger  numbers  (often
three or four digits) by
two-digit  divisors.  The
standard  algorithm
requires  students  to
estimate,  multiply,
subtract,  bring  down
the  next  digit,  and
repeat—a l l  wh i l e
keeping track of place
va lue .  A  common

stumbling block is  the
sequence  itself.  Many
children  can  compute
each  individual  step,
but they forget to bring
down the next digit or
they lose track of their
remainder.

The Core
Vocabular
y of Long
Division
Before  div ing  into
worksheets, it helps to
reinforce  the  basic
terms:

Dividend – the
number being
divided.
Divisor – the
number you are
dividing by.
Quotient – the
answer (the
result of
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division).
Remainder –
the amount left
over when the
dividend is not
evenly divisible.

When working on a 5th
grade  long  division
worksheet,  students
should be comfortable
labeling  each  part  of
the  prob lem.  Th is
vocabulary helps them
u n d e r s t a n d
instructions  like  “Find
t h e  q u o t i e n t  a n d
remainder”  or  “Check
y o u r  w o r k  b y
m u l t i p l y i n g  t h e
quotient by the divisor
a n d  a d d i n g  t h e
remainder.”

WHY WORKSHEETS
ARE ESSENTIAL
FOR LONG
DIVISION
PRACTICE

Some educators argue
that  rote  practice  is
outdated ,  but  fo r

procedural  skills  like
long division, repetition
is  key.  A  well-crafted
worksheet  provides
several  benefits:

Consistent
Repetition –
Each problem
reinforces the
algorithm,
helping it
become
automatic.
Immediate
Feedback – With
an answer key,
students can
self-correct and
identify
persistent errors.
Gradual
Difficulty – Good
worksheets start
with simple
problems (e.g.,
2-digit ÷ 1-digit)
and progress to
harder ones (4-
digit ÷ 2-digit
with remainders).
Building
Stamina –
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Completing a full
page of problems
teaches students
to maintain focus
and accuracy
over time.

When  used  alongside
hands-on  activities
(like  base-ten  blocks)
and  onl ine  games,
worksheets  become  a
powerfu l  part  of  a
balanced math routine.
They  are  especially
v a l u a b l e  f o r
homeschooling parents
or  teachers  who need
to  differentiate
instruction for a range
of abilities.

KEY FEATURES OF
AN EFFECTIVE 5TH
GRADE LONG
DIVISION
WORKSHEET

Not all worksheets are
created  equal .  To
support real learning, a
worksheet  should
include  certain  design

and content elements.
Here is what to look for
when  choos ing  or
creating a  5th grade
l o n g  d i v i s i o n
worksheet :

Clear
Layout
and
Spacing
Fifth  graders  are  still
developing  fine  motor
s k i l l s  a n d
organizational habits. A
w o r k s h e e t  w i t h
cramped  text  or  too
many  problems  per
page  can  overwhelm
t h e m .  L o o k  f o r
w o r k s h e e t s  t h a t
provide  ample  space
for  students  to  write
their  work,  especially
for  showing  the  steps
( m u l t i p l i c a t i o n ,
subtraction,  bringing
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d o w n ) .  S o m e
worksheets  include
g r i d  p a p e r
backgrounds  or  boxes
for  each  digit,  which
helps with place value
alignment.

Step-by-
Step
Guidance
The  best  worksheets
i nc lude  a  wo rked
example  at  the  top.
This models the correct
procedure  and  gives
students  a  reference
point.  For  instance,  a
problem  broken  down
into  “Divide,  Multiply,
Subtract,  Bring  Down,
Repeat” with arrows or
labels can reinforce the
p r o c e s s .  S o m e
workshee t s  even
include  a  checklist  or
flow chart next to each
problem.

Variety of
Problem
Types
A  single  worksheet
should not feature only
one  type  of  problem.
T o  b u i l d  t r u e
understanding,  a  5th
grade  long  division
worksheet  should
mix:

Problems with no
remainder
Problems with a
remainder
Problems that
require a zero in
the quotient
(e.g., 832 ÷ 4)
Word problems
that apply
division to real-
world contexts

This  variety  keeps
practice  interesting
and  ensures  students
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c a n  h a n d l e  a n y
variation on test day.

Answer
Key
A n  a n s w e r  k e y  i s
essent ia l  for  se l f -
a s s e s s m e n t .  F o r
parents  or  teachers
who  a re  no t  math
experts,  having  the
correct  answers  saves
t i m e  a n d  b u i l d s
confidence  when
checking  work.  Some
answer keys also show
the  full  step-by-step
solution, which is even
m o r e  h e l p f u l  f o r
diagnosing  errors.

Gradual
Increase
in

Difficulty
A  single  worksheet
should  not  jump from
easy  to  impossibly
h a r d .  T h e  b e s t
w o r k s h e e t s  a r e
sequenced:  the  first
few  problems  use  1-
digit  divisors  and  2-
digit  dividends,  then
move to 2-digit divisors
a n d  3 -  o r  4 - d i g i t
d i v i d e n d s .  T h i s
scaffolding  allows
students  to  build  skill
and  confidence  before
tack l ing  the  most
challenging problems.

TYPES OF LONG
DIVISION
PROBLEMS TO
INCLUDE

To give  you a  clearer
p i c tu re ,  he re  a re
specific  categories  of
problems  that  should
a p p e a r  o n  a
comprehensive  5th
grade  long  division
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worksheet:

Basic
Division
with 1-
Digit
Divisors
Even  in  fifth  grade,
some  students  benefit
from a quick warm-up
with simpler problems.
For example: 48 ÷ 3 or
75 ÷ 5. These reinforce
the  algorithm  without
the extra complexity of
a two-digit divisor.

Division
with 2-

Digit
Divisors
(No
Remaind
er)
This is the core of the
fifth-grade  curriculum.
Problems like 375 ÷ 15
o r  8 6 4  ÷  2 4  h e l p
students  pract ice
estimating  how  many
times  the  divisor  fits
into  the  dividend,  a
skill that often requires
rounding.

Division
with
Remaind
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ers
Real-world  division  is
r a r e l y  n e a t .
Worksheets  should
inc lude  prob lems
where  the  quotient
includes  a  remainder,
such  as  569  ÷  22 .
Students must learn to
write the remainder as
“ R  1 5 ”  o r  i n
fraction/decimal  form
depend ing  on  the
instruction.

Word
Problems
Applying  long  division
to scenarios makes the
skill  meaningful.  For
example: “A baker has
1,200  cookies  and
packs them into boxes
of 24. How many boxes
does she need?” Word
problems  also  teach
students to identify the
dividend  and  divisor

f r o m  a  w r i t t e n
description.

Zero in
the
Quotient
Many students struggle
when the dividend has
a digit smaller than the
divisor  in  the  middle.
For instance, 832 ÷ 4
yields  a  quotient  of
2 0 8 ,  n o t  2 8 .
W o r k s h e e t s  t h a t
include  these  tricky
cases  help  prevent
common  mistakes.

Multi-
Step
Problems



5th Grade Long Division Worksheet 9

9

Using
Estimatio

n
E s t i m a t i o n  i s  a
valuable  companion
skill  to  long  division.
Some  worksheets  ask
students  to  first
estimate  the  quotient
(e.g.,  “Is  1,200  ÷  30
closer to 40 or 400?”)
and then compute the
exact  answer.  This
builds  number  sense
a n d  h e l p s  c a t c h
obvious  errors.

TIPS FOR PARENTS
AND TEACHERS
USING 5TH GRADE
LONG DIVISION
WORKSHEETS

Hand ing  a  ch i ld  a
worksheet  and  saying
“finish  this”  rarely
leads to deep learning.
T o  m a x i m i z e  t h e

benefit,  consider  the
following  strategies:

Model the
Process
First
Before  the  student
begins,  work  through
one problem together.
Talk aloud as you go:
“The divisor  is  12,  so
can 12 go into 4? No,
so  we  look  at  the  first
two  digits,  45.  How
many times does 12 go
into 45? About 3 times.
Write the 3 above the
second  digit.  Multiply
12  by  3  to  ge t  36 ,
subtract  from  45,  get
9, bring down the next
digit…”  This  verbal
rehearsal helps cement
the steps.
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Use
Graph
Paper or
Gridded
Workshee

ts
Aligning digits is one of
the biggest challenges
in long division. If your
worksheet  does  not
have  boxes,  let  the
student  use  graph
paper  to  wr i te  the
problem.  Keeping
co lumns  s t ra igh t
drastically  reduces
errors  in  subtraction
and  multiplication.

Encourag

e
Checking
Work
Teach  students  to
verify their answers by
m u l t i p l y i n g  t h e
quotient by the divisor
a n d  a d d i n g  t h e
remainder.  This  not
only  builds  confidence
but  a lso  connects
division  to  its  inverse
o p e r a t i o n ,
multiplication.  A  good
5 t h  g r a d e  l o n g
division  worksheet
o f t e n  i n c l u d e s  a
“Check  your  work”
space for this purpose.

Focus on
One
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Mistake
at a Time
When  correct ing  a
worksheet,  do  not
mark  every  error  in
red.  Instead,  choose
one  type  of  mistake
(e.g.,  forgetting  to
bring down) and review
that concept before the
student  tries  another
page.  Over-correcting
can  be  discouraging.

Mix
Workshee
ts with
Hands-On
Practice
Long division does not
have  to  be  pure ly
abstract.  Use base-ten

blocks  or  money  to
model the process. For
example,  divide  24
dimes among 6 groups
to  show how 24  ÷  6
works concretely. Then
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e
worksheet  with  the
same  numbers.

WHERE TO FIND
HIGH-QUALITY 5TH
GRADE LONG
DIVISION
WORKSHEETS

Now  that  you  know
what  to  look  for,  the
next question is where
to  find  them.  Here  are
reliable  sources  for
effective  5th  grade
l o n g  d i v i s i o n
worksheets :

Free
Online
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Resource
s

K5 Learning –
Offers a library of
free printable
math
worksheets,
including many
for long division,
with answer
keys.
Math-
Drills.com –
Features a wide
variety of
division
worksheets
sorted by
difficulty and
type. You can
filter by number
of digits and
remainders.
Common Core
Sheets –
Provides
worksheets
aligned to fifth-
grade standards,

often with grids
for place value
alignment.
Education.com
– Has a selection
of free
worksheets
(some are
premium) with
creative themes
to engage
students.

Paid
Resource
s with
High
Quality

Teachers Pay
Teachers (TPT)
– Many teachers
sell carefully
designed
worksheet
packets. Look for
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ones that include
task cards, word
problems, and
step-by-step
guides. Often the
quality is
superior to free
alternatives.
Evan-Moor or
Scholastic
Workbooks –
Printed workbook
series that follow
a structured
curriculum. They
are available for
purchase and are
great for daily
practice.

Digital
Workshee
ts and
Interactiv
e Options
Some  students  benefit
f r o m  t y p i n g  o r
dragging numbers on a
screen.  Websites  like
IXL,  SplashLearn,  and
Khan  Academy  offer
adaptive  long  division
practice  that  adjusts
difficulty  based


