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In the fast-paced world
of commerce, time is
often the most critical
asset. Whether you are
drafting a contract,
setting a delivery date,
or planning a project
milestone, the phrase
"60 business days from
today" frequently
appears. But what
exactly does this
timeline entail, and
why is it so prevalent
in business

communication? This
article unpacks the
meaning, calculation,
and practical
applications of this
specific time frame,
helping you navigate
deadlines with clarity
and confidence.

At its core, "60
business days from
today" refers to a
period of sixty days
that excludes
weekends and public
holidays. Unlike
calendar days, which
count every day
including Saturdays
and Sundays, business

days align with
standard working
schedules—typically
Monday through


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

Friday. This distinction
is crucial for any
organization that
operates on a Monday-
to-Friday schedule, as
it ensures that
deadlines fall on
productive workdays
rather than on
weekends or holidays
when offices may be
closed. Understanding
this concept can
prevent
misunderstandings,
late fees, and missed
opportunities.

HOW TO
CALCULATE 60
BUSINESS DAYS
FROM TODAY

Calculating 60 business
days from today might
seem straightforward,
but it requires careful
attention to the
calendar. The process
involves counting
forward day by day,
skipping Saturdays and
Sundays, and then

omitting any
recognized public
holidays that fall within
that period. Many
professionals use
online business day
calculators or simple
spreadsheet functions
to automate this task.
However, doing it
manually is also
possible: start with
today's date, add one
business day at a time,
and tally until you
reach sixty. For
example, if today is
Monday, then 60
business days from
today would fall
approximately 12
weeks later (since 5
business days per
week x 12 weeks = 60
days), but you must
adjust for any holidays
along the way.

Because weekends and
holidays vary by
country and sometimes
by industry, the exact
calendar date for "60
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business days from
today" is not universal.
For instance, a
company in the United
States would exclude
federal holidays such
as New Year's Day,
Independence Day,
Thanksgiving, and
Christmas. A business
in the United Kingdom
would omit bank
holidays like Good
Friday and Boxing Day.
Therefore, always
confirm the holiday
schedule that applies
to your specific context
before committing to a
deadline.

Common
Use
Cases for
the 60

Business
Days
Frame

The "60 business days
from today" interval
appears across many
professional domains.
Below are some of the
most common
scenarios where this
timeline is used:

e Procurement
and Supply
Chain: Suppliers
often quote lead
times of 60
business days for
custom orders,
large volume
shipments, or
overseas
manufacturing.
This allows for
production,
quality control,
and freight
transportation



without the
pressure of
calendar day
counting.

Legal and
Contractual
Clauses: Many
contracts include
a "60 business
day notice"
period for
termination,
amendment, or
dispute
resolution. This
ensures that
both parties have
adequate time to
respond within
normal working
hours.
Financial
Transactions:
Payment terms,
credit approvals,
and loan
processing
frequently
reference
business days. A
60 business day
review period

gives lenders
time to verify
documents and
conduct due
diligence.
Project
Management:
Milestones in
complex
projects,
especially those
involving cross-
functional teams,
are often set 60
business days
apart to align
with sprints,
quarterly
reviews, or
phased
deliveries.
Regulatory
Compliance:
Government
agencies
sometimes
require
submissions or
responses within
60 business
days. For
example, patent
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offices or tax
authorities may
use this
timeframe for
examinations or
audits.

WHY BUSINESSES
PREFER BUSINESS
DAYS OVER
CALENDAR DAYS

The preference for
business days over
calendar days is not
arbitrary; it stems from
operational reality. If a
deadline falls on a
Saturday or a public
holiday, most offices
are closed, making it
impossible to submit
documents, process
payments, or fulfil
deliveries. By using
business days,
organizations align
deadlines with their
actual working
capacity. This reduces
the risk of missed
deadlines due to non-

working days and
minimizes disputes
over timeliness.
Moreover, business
days create a more
predictable  workflow:
stakeholders know that
each week contributes
five days toward the
count, making long-
term planning easier.

Another advantage is
that "60 business days
from today" naturally
lengthens the total
real-world time
compared to 60
calendar days. For
example, 60 calendar
days is roughly two
months, whereas 60
business days extends
to about 12 weeks (or
almost three months)
because weekends are
excluded. This extra
buffer can be essential
for tasks that require
thoroughness, such as
product development,
visa processing, or
legal review. It also



allows for unexpected
delays, sick days, or
minor holidays that

might otherwise
disrupt a tighter
schedule.

Potential
Pitfalls
When
Using
Business
Day
Counts

Despite its benefits,
the business day
framework is not
without challenges.
One common pitfall is
forgetting to account
for regional holidays. If
you are working with
an international

partner, the list of
holidays in their
country may differ
from yours, leading to
misaligned
expectations. Always
clarify which holidays
are observed and
whether they apply to
both parties. Another
issue is the definition
of "business day" itself:
some organizations
consider half-days or
reduced hours as valid
business days, while
others do not.
Additionally,
automated systems in
different software may
use distinct
algorithms—some start
counting from the next
day after today, while
others include today if
it is a business day.
Always verify the
starting point of your
calculation.

To avoid confusion, it is
wise to explicitly state
the rules in any written
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agreement. For
instance, you can
write: "The term '60
business days from
today' shall mean sixty
days as counted by
excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and the
following observed
holidays: [list
holidays]." This level of
detail protects both
sides and ensures that
everyone is working
from the same
calendar.

PRACTICAL
PLANNING TIPS
FOR 60 BUSINESS
DAY DEADLINES

If you are responsible
for meeting a 60
business day deadline,
proactive planning is
essential. Here are
several strategies to
stay on track:

1. Use a reliable
tool: Mark your
calendar with the

exact end date
by using a
business day
calculator. Many
project
management
software
platforms like
Asana, Trello, or
Microsoft Project
have built-in
features for
business day
calculations.

. Break the

period into
phases: Divide
the 60 day span
into smaller sub-
deadlines. For
example, set
checkpoints at
15, 30, and 45
business days.
This makes the
long timeline less
overwhelming
and helps
identify delays
early.

. Build in buffer

time: Expect



that some tasks
will take longer
than anticipated.
Adding a few
extra business
days as a safety
margin can save
you from last-
minute panic.

. Communicate
clearly: Let all
stakeholders
know the exact
date that
corresponds to
60 business days
from today. Send
reminders as the
deadline
approaches,
especially if
there are
dependencies.

5. Track holidays:

Download or
consult a list of
upcoming
holidays in your
region and in
your partner's
region. Adjust
your schedule

accordingly if
any fall within
the 60 business
day window.

The
Impact of
COVID-19
and
Remote
Work

The shift toward
remote and hybrid
work has changed how
businesses view the
concept of "business

days." With many
employees working
flexible  hours, the

traditional Monday-to-
Friday model is no
longer universal. Some
companies now
operate on a four-day
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workweek, while others
have teams spread
across different time

zones. In such
environments, the
definition of a

"business day" may
need to be modified.
For instance, a
company that works
Tuesday through
Saturday might define
its business days
differently. Therefore,
when you encounter
"60 business days from
today" in a remote
work context, it is
essential to clarify the
operational calendar
being used.
Transparency about
working hours and
days can prevent
costly errors.

Moreover, the
pandemic accelerated
the use of digital tools
for automatic date
calculations. Many
online contract
platforms now allow

users to toggle
between calendar days
and business days, and
they often include a
holiday database. This
evolution makes it
easier for global teams
to harmonize
deadlines, but it also
means that the user
must select the correct
settings. Always
double-check that your
tool's holiday list
matches your specific
needs.

CASE STUDY: HOW
A LOGISTICS
COMPANY USED 60
BUSINESS DAYS
FROM TODAY

Consider a mid-sized
logistics company that
specializes in importing
custom machinery
from Asia. The
procurement cycle
from order placement
to delivery typically
takes 60 business
days. This timeline



accounts for
manufacturing (30
business days), sea
freight (20 business
days), and customs
clearance (10 business
days). By
communicating this
schedule to clients
using the phrase "60
business days from
today," the company
sets realistic
expectations. When a
client asks, "When will
my shipment arrive?"
the company can
respond with an exact
date after performing
the calculation. This
builds trust and
reduces the number of
follow-up inquiries.

However, the company
learned from
experience that
holidays in both the
exporting country (e.g.,
Chinese New Year) and
the importing country
(e.g., Thanksgiving)
can drastically affect
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the actual lead time.
They now include a
disclaimer: "This
estimate is based on
business days
excluding public
holidays in the origin
and destination
countries. Actual
delivery may vary."
This small addition has
significantly  reduced
disputes and improved
customer satisfaction.

CONCLUSION

The phrase "60
business days from
today" is more than a
simple date range—it
is a strategic tool used
across industries to
create realistic,
workable deadlines. By
excluding weekends
and holidays,
businesses ensure that
critical actions occur
during operational
hours, reducing friction
and enhancing
reliability. Whether you
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are a project manager,
a legal professional, a
procurement specialist,
or an entrepreneur,
mastering the
calculation and
application of business
day timelines is an
essential skill. Always
confirm the specific
holidays and working
days relevant to your

11

context, use reliable
tools to compute the
exact end date, and
communicate clearly

with all parties
involved. When used
correctly, the 60

business day window
provides a balanced

timeframe that
respects both
efficiency and
thoroughness.



