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INTRODUCTION:
UNLOCKING THE
MAGIC OF HOUSES
OF THE HOLY

For  guitarists  and Led
Zeppelin  enthusiasts,
few  pieces  of  music
evoke the same sense
o f  w o n d e r  a n d
technical  challenge  as
Houses of the Holy.
Th i s  t rack ,  wh ich
shares  its  name  with
the  band’s  fifth  studio
album, is a masterclass
i n  d y n a m i c
songwriting,  intricate
guitar work, and sheer
sonic  ambit ion.  I f
you’ve  ever  searched
for the correct Houses

Of  The  Holy  Tab,  you
know  that  finding  an
accurate  and  detailed
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  i s
essential  to  capturing
Jimmy  Page’s  unique
blend  of  rhythm  and
lead.  In  this  article,
we’ll dive deep into the
anatomy  of  the  song,
exp lo re  i t s  chord
progressions,  solo
sections,  and nuanced
t e c h n i q u e s ,  a n d
prov ide  pract i ca l
advice  for  mastering
this  c lassic  on  the
guitar. Whether you’re
a  beginner  looking  to
expand your repertoire
or an advanced player
seeking  to  refine  your
phrasing,  this  guide
will  help you navigate
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every twist and turn of
the tablature.

THE STORY
BEHIND HOUSES
OF THE HOLY

Released  in  1973  on
the  album  Houses  of
the  Holy ,  the  song
stands as a testament
to  Led  Zeppe l in ’s
evolution  from  blues-
based  rock  toward
m o r e  l a y e r e d ,
experimental  sounds.
The recording features
Jimmy  Page’s  iconic
use  of  a  Gibson  Les
Paul  through  a  Vox
AC30,  producing  that
w a r m ,  s l i g h t l y
overdriven  tone  that
h a s  b e c o m e
synonymous  with  the
band. The song is built
around  a  central  riff
that  is  both  melodic
and aggressive, and it
m o v e s  t h r o u g h
multiple time signature
changes  and  dynamic
shifts—a challenge that

any  player  taking  up
the  Houses  Of  The
Holy  Tab  must  be
prepared  to  meet.
Understanding  the
context  of  the  song
h e l p s  w h e n
interpreting  the  tab.
The track opens with a
driving  rhythm  guitar
part that establishes a
sense of urgency, then
transitions into a more
spacious verse backed
by  John  Paul  Jones’s
pulsating  bass  and
J o h n  B o n h a m ’ s
thunderous  drumming.
Page’s  guitar  work  in
the song is notable for
its use of open strings,
syncopated strumming,
and  a  wah-wah  pedal
during the solo. A good
Houses  Of  The  Holy
Tab will not only show
you the notes but also
suggest the percussive
feel  and  the  subtle
bending that gives the
riff its character.
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KEY ELEMENTS OF
THE HOUSES OF
THE HOLY TAB

1. Tuning
and
Setup
One  of  the  first  things
t o  c h e c k  w h e n
approaching  any  Led
Zeppelin tab is tuning.
For  Houses  of  the
Holy ,  J immy  Page
tuned  his  guitar  to
standard E tuning (E-A-
D-G-B-E).  However,
s o m e  l i v e
performances  and
alternate  versions  use
slight  variations.  Most
official  tab  books  and
reliable online sources
stick  with  standard
tuning,  so  you  can
start there. Make sure
your  instrument  is
properly intonated and
that you have a good

setup—high action may
hinder the fast pull-offs
and bends required in
the solo.

2. The
Main Riff
The  song’s  signature
riff  is  built  around  a
syncopated  pattern
played  on  the  lower
strings. In the Houses
Of The Holy Tab, you
will  see  a  repeating
motif  that  uses  the
open A  and  D strings
alongside fretted notes
on the G and B strings.
The  riff  is  deceptively
s imple—it  sounds
aggressive, but it relies
on precise  timing and
muting. Practicing with
a metronome is crucial.
Focus  on  the  ghost
notes  and  the  slight
palm muting that Page
employs to give the riff
its chugging quality.
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3. The
Verse
Progressi
on
During the verses, the
guitar  shifts  into  a
cleaner,  arpeggiated
pattern.  The  tab  will
show a series of chord
shapes—often  based
on  barre  forms  with
added  open  strings.
For example, the verse
moves from a D major
shape to a G major, but
with  a  characteristic
open  B  string  ringing
out,  giving  a  bright,
shimmering  quality.
Accurate  fingering  is
k e y  h e r e ;  m a n y
a m a t e u r  t a b s
incorrectly  use  full
barre  chords  that  stifle
the open strings. Look
for a tab that indicates

the  specific  fingerings
and  string  dampening.

4. The
Solo
Section
The solo in Houses of
the Holy is a highlight
o f  t he  song  and  a
cha l lenge  for  any
guitarist.  Jimmy  Page
e m p l o y s  a  m i x  o f
pentatonic  and  blues
scales,  with  rapid-fire
pull-offs,  wide  vibrato,
and a heavy use of the
wah-wah  peda l .  A
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Houses Of The Holy
Tab will break the solo
into  phrases,  showing
the bends and release
points. The solo begins
with a descending run
on  the  high  E  string,
then moves into a call-
and-response  pattern
between the lower and
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upper  registers.  Pay
close  attention  to  the
note  lengths—many
players  rush  through
the  sustained  notes,
losing the tension that
Page creates.

5.
Dynamics
and Use
of
Volume
One  often  overlooked
aspect  of  the  tab  is
dynamic  markings.
While  many  free  tabs
o n l y  s h o w  f r e t
numbers ,  a  h igh -
quality  transcription
will include instructions
like palm mute (P.M.),
let  ring,  and  volume
swell. In Houses of the
Holy, the guitar volume
knob  i s  ca re fu l l y

adjusted  during  the
br idge  to  create  a
swelling  effect.  If  your
tab  doesn’t  mention
this,  you may end up
with  a  flat,  lifeless
rendition. Always check
multiple sources to find
a  tab  that  includes
these  nuances.

TECHNIQUES YOU
NEED TO MASTER

To  play  the  song  as
accurately as possible,
you’ll  need to develop
several technical skills:

String Skipping
and Arpeggios
– The verse
pattern involves
leaping from the
lower strings to
the high notes
without
strumming every
string. Practice
slow arpeggios to
ensure clean
separation.
Pull-offs and
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Hammer-ons –
Both the main riff
and the solo rely
heavily on legato
techniques.
Strengthen your
fretting hand
with exercises
that emphasize
pull-offs from the
ring finger to the
index.
Palm Muting
Control – The
verse riff
requires an
aggressive palm
mute that
releases into
open ringing
notes.
Experiment with
the position of
your picking
hand to find the
sweet spot
between mute
and ring.
Wah Pedal
Integration – If
you own a wah
pedal, practice

the solo with the
rocker in a fixed
position first,
then gradually
incorporate
sweeping
motions. The tab
will indicate
where the wah
should open and
close.

COMMON
MISTAKES WHEN
READING HOUSES
OF THE HOLY TAB

Ignoring the1.
Rhythm
Notation – Many
tabs omit the
rhythmic stem
lines, leading
players to play
the notes with
incorrect timing.
Always listen to
the original
recording
alongside the tab
to match the
feel.
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Overusing2.
Distortion –
Page’s tone is
overdriven but
not saturated.
Too much gain
will muddy the
open string
harmonics and
the subtle finger
vibrato. Use a
moderate
overdrive pedal
or amp gain.
Forgetting the3.
Rest Strokes –
During the solo,
Page often uses
rest strokes
(picking through
the string and
landing on the
next string) to
mute unwanted
noise. Look for
this technique in
advanced tab
notations.
Playing Too4.
Fast – The song
has a driving
tempo, but

rushing through
the verses will
cause you to
miss the ghost
notes. Use a
metronome at
80% speed
before building
up.

WHERE TO FIND
RELIABLE HOUSES
OF THE HOLY TAB

Given the popularity of
the  song,  there  is  no
shortage  of  tablature
online. However, not all
are equal. For the most
accurate  Houses  Of
T h e  H o l y  T a b ,
consider  the  following
sources:

Official Led
Zeppelin Guitar
Tab Books –
Published by Hal
Leonard or Alfred
Music, these
provide
transcriptions
approved by the
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band. They
typically include
chord diagrams
and performance
notes.
Premium Tab
Websites – Sites
like Ultimate
Guitar Pro offer
user-rated tabs
with playback
features. Look for
tabs marked as
“Pro” or with
high rating and
comment
approval.
YouTube
Tutorial
Breakdowns –
While not a
written tab,
many skilled
guitarists provide
step-by-step
video lessons.
Combine video
with a written
tab for the best
learning
approach.
Specialized

Forums –
Communities like
r/LedZeppelinGui
tar or the Les
Paul forum often
have members
who share
meticulously
crafted tabs with
standard
notation and
tablature.

When downloading any
tab,  cross-reference  it
w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l
recording.  Check  for
two  key  sections:  the
opening  riff’s  exact
finger  placement  and
t h e  s o l o ’ s  b e n d
notations.  If  the  tab
has the solo in a simple
pentatonic box without
any  microtonal  bends,
i t ’ s  p r o b a b l y
incomplete.

PRACTICE PLAN
FOR MASTERING
THE SONG

To  efficiently  learn
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Houses  of  the  Holy
using  the  tab,  break
your  pract ice  into
phases:

Phase 1:
The
Foundatio
n (Week
1)
Learn the main riff and
t h e  v e r s e  c h o r d
pattern.  Play  each
section slowly, focusing
on  muting  and  open
string  clarity.  Do  not
attempt  the  solo  yet.
Use  a  metronome set
at 90 BPM (the song is
approximately  130
BPM).  Once  you  can
play  the  riff  ten  times
i n  a  r o w  w i t h o u t
mistakes,  increase
speed  by  5  BPM.

Phase 2:
The
Bridge
and Pre-
Solo
(Week 2)
The song has a bridge
section with a different
chord progression (E to
A with a slide). The tab
will show a descending
bass line.  Practice the
smooth transition from
the verse to the bridge.
Work  on  the  volume
swel l s  us ing  your
guitar’s volume knob.

Phase 3:
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The Solo
(Week

3-4)
Start  with  the  first
phrase of the solo—the
descending run on the
high E. Practice it until
you can play it without
looking  at  the  tab.
Then move to the next
phrase, which involves
bends  and  pull-offs.
Use a looper pedal  to
create a backing chord
(D5)  so  you  can  hear
how  the  solo  fits
harmonically.

Phase 4:
Full
Playthrou

gh (Week
5)
N o w  c o m b i n e  a l l
sec t i ons .  Reco rd
yourself  playing  along
with the original  track
and  listen  for  timing
discrepancies.  Pay
special attention to the
outro,  where  the  riff
returns  with  a  slight
variation—many  tabs
m a r k  t h i s  w i t h  a
“repeat  and  fade”
notation.  If  your  tab
includes  the  fade-out,
practice  the  gradual
volume  reduction.

CONCLUSION:
BRINGING THE TAB
TO LIFE

The  Houses  Of  The
Holy Tab is more than
just a collection of fret
numbers—it  is  a  map
to one of  rock’s  most
exhilarating  guitar
per formances.  By
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understanding  the
song’s  background,
focusing on technique,
and  practicing  with
pat ience,  you  can
capture  the  spirit  of
Jimmy  Page’s  playing.
Remember  that  the
best  tabs  are  those
that also teach you the
feel:  the  aggressive
strumming,  the  subtle

wah-wah nuances, and
the dynamic shifts that
make  Houses  of  the
Ho ly  an  endur ing
classic.  So  tune  up,
find a  reliable  tab,  and
let  the  music  guide
your  fingers.  With
dedication,  you’ll  not
o n l y  p l a y  t h e
song—you’ll own it.


