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INTRODUCTION: THE WORLD OF ANGEL CARDS AND
DOREEN VIRTUE

Angel cards have become a beloved tool for spiritual seekers,
offering  gentle  guidance,  comfort,  and  a  sense  of  connection  to
the divine. Among the many authors and creators of these decks,
few have had as profound an impact as Doreen Virtue.  For
decades, her decks and books have helped millions understand
the subtle messages of the angelic realm. But what exactly are
the Angel Card Meanings Doreen Virtue developed, and how
can  you  use  them  to  enrich  your  life?  Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  card  reader  or  a  complete  beginner,  exploring  her
system can open doors to greater self-awareness and spiritual
insight. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the core
meanings, history, and practical applications of Doreen Virtue’s
angel card interpretations, all while keeping the focus on what
matters most: your personal journey of discovery.

WHO IS DOREEN VIRTUE?

Before  diving  into  the  specific  meanings,  it’s  helpful  to
understand  the  woman behind  the  cards.  Doreen Virtue  is  a

former spiritual teacher and author who, for many years, was
best known for her work with angels, crystal healing, and oracle
cards. She held a Ph.D. in counseling psychology and combined
her academic background with her deep spiritual beliefs to create
accessible tools for everyday people. Her early decks, such as the
Healing with the Angels Oracle Cards, Archangel Oracle Cards,
and the Daily Guidance from Your Angels Oracle Cards, became
global bestsellers. The Angel Card Meanings Doreen Virtue
popularized  were  known  for  their  uplifting,  non-frightening
language—cards focused on love, protection, healing, and hope
rather than fear or doom. Even after Virtue later left the New Age
movement  and  became  a  Christian,  her  angel  card  decks
continue to be used and cherished by readers worldwide. This
enduring popularity is a testament to the clarity and positivity of
her original interpretations.

UNDERSTANDING ANGEL CARD MEANINGS BY
DOREEN VIRTUE

Doreen Virtue’s approach to angel card interpretations is distinct
from many traditional divination systems. She emphasized that
angel  cards  are  not  about  predicting  a  fixed  future,  but  about
receiving loving guidance from guardian angels, archangels, and
the universe.  The meanings  in  her  decks  are  typically  single
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words or short phrases, combined with an inspiring message in
the  guidebook.  This  simplicity  makes  her  system  ideal  for
beginners.

The Difference Between
Oracle Cards and Tarot
One  of  the  first  things  to  understand  about  Angel  Card
Meanings Doreen Virtue  is  that  they  are  based  on  oracle
cards, not tarot. While tarot has a fixed structure of 78 cards with
specific suits and archetypes, oracle decks can have any number
of  cards  and  any  theme.  Virtue’s  angel  oracle  decks  usually
contain  44  or  52  cards,  each  representing  a  specific  blessing,
archangel,  or  life  area.  Unlike  tarot,  there  are  no  reversed
positions—every card is viewed as a positive message, even if it
addresses a challenging topic.  This makes her card meanings
particularly  supportive  for  emotional  healing  and  daily
affirmations.

How Doreen Virtue
Structured Her Decks
When you examine a typical Doreen Virtue deck, you will notice a
few key patterns. Many cards are named after archangels (e.g.,
"Archangel  Michael,"  "Archangel  Raphael"),  while  others  carry
themes like "Healing," "Letting Go," "New Beginnings," or "Divine

Love."  The  guidebook  for  each  deck  provides  a  detailed
paragraph  for  every  card,  explaining  the  message,  any
associated archangel, and practical advice. For example, the card
"Archangel  Ariel"  often  relates  to  nature,  animals,  and
abundance.  The consistency in  her  symbolic  language means
that once you learn one deck, you can easily understand another.
This coherence is a core reason why the Angel Card Meanings
Doreen Virtue system remains a standard reference for angel
card readers.

COMMON ANGEL CARD MEANINGS IN DOREEN
VIRTUE'S DECKS

While each deck has unique cards, several themes recur across
all of Virtue’s work. Recognizing these core meanings can help
you interpret any card from her collections.

Archangel Cards and Their
Messages
Many of Doreen Virtue’s decks feature cards named after specific
archangels.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  most  common  and  their
associated meanings:

Archangel Michael: Protection, courage, strength, and
truth. When this card appears, it often signifies that you are
being protected and guided to stand in your power.
Archangel Gabriel: Communication, creativity, and new
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beginnings. This card encourages you to express yourself,
start a creative project, or share a message.
Archangel Raphael: Healing, health, and compassion. A
sign that healing energy is flowing to you, or that you need
to focus on physical or emotional wellness.
Archangel Uriel: Wisdom, illumination, and problem-
solving. This card suggests that answers will come through
flashes of insight or learning.
Archangel Metatron: Sacred geometry, spiritual life
purpose, and record keeping. Often appears when you are
on the right path or need to organize your spiritual studies.

Each  archangel  card  in  the  Angel  Card  Meanings  Doreen
Virtue  system carries  precise  guidance.  For  example,  pulling
"Archangel  Jophiel"  might  remind  you  to  focus  on  beauty,
positivity, and clearing your surroundings to invite fresh energy.

Healing with the Angels:
Specific Cards
Beyond archangels, Virtue’s decks include thematic cards that
address life’s struggles and joys. Some of the most popular from
the Healing with the Angels deck include:

Healing: Indicates that emotional or physical healing is
taking place. It may also be a call to seek treatment or
therapy.
Letting Go: A powerful card about releasing old patterns,

relationships, or fears. It encourages surrender and trust.
Love: Represents unconditional love—both from the divine
and in your relationships. It can also signal a new romance
or deepening of existing bonds.
Abundance: Opens the door to prosperity in all forms:
money, opportunities, or friendships. A reassuring card that
your needs are met.
Clear Your Space: A practical card that suggests
decluttering, smudging, or energetically cleansing your
environment.

These keywords are intentionally broad so that they can apply to
any situation. The beauty of the Angel Card Meanings Doreen
Virtue is that they serve as gentle reminders rather than rigid
predictions. For example, a "Letting Go" card might appear when
you are holding onto a grudge, urging you to free yourself.

HOW TO INTERPRET ANGEL CARD MEANINGS FOR
PERSONAL GUIDANCE

Understanding the  basic  definitions  is  only  the  first  step.  To  get
the most out of your readings, you need to connect the card’s
message to your current life circumstances.

Trusting Your Intuition
Doreen Virtue always stressed that your intuition is your best
guide. When you pull a card, read the guidebook meaning, but
also pay attention to the first word or feeling that comes into your
mind.  Perhaps  the  image  on  the  card  reminds  you  of  a  specific
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person or situation. Maybe a certain phrase jumps out at you.
That is  the angelic  guidance working through your own inner
knowing. The Angel Card Meanings Doreen Virtue  are not
meant to be taken as rigid definitions; they are springboards for
your own insights. For instance, the card "Archangel Azrael" is
often associated with grief and crossing over, but you might feel
it  signifies  the  need  to  comfort  a  grieving  friend  rather  than
something  about  your  own  loss.

Using Card Combinations
While many beginners pull a single card daily, more advanced
readers use spreads. In Virtue’s system, card combinations work
beautifully  because  each  card’s  meaning  is  positive  and
supportive. For example, pulling "Healing" alongside "Archangel
Raphael"  reinforces  the  message  of  health  improvement.
Meanwhile,  "New  Beginnings"  combined  with  "Letting  Go"
suggests that a fresh start is possible if you release the past.
When multiple  cards appear,  look for  a  narrative.  The Angel
Card  Meanings  Doreen  Virtue  were  designed  to  stack
together harmoniously,  creating a cohesive story of hope and
guidance.  You  can  also  use  the  decks  to  answer  specific  yes/no
questions:  the  guidebook  will  indicate  whether  a  card  leans
toward "yes," "no," or "maybe."

THE SHIFT IN DOREEN VIRTUE'S TEACHINGS

It is important to note that around 2017, Doreen Virtue publicly
disavowed her earlier New Age works, including her angel card
decks, and became an evangelical Christian. She stated that she

no  longer  believed  in  the  metaphysical  concepts  behind  the
cards.  This  shift  surprised  many  of  her  long-time  followers.
However,  does this  mean her  angel  cards are now invalid  or
irrelevant? Not at  all.  The card meanings themselves are still
used by countless readers who find them accurate and uplifting.
The fact that Doreen Virtue changed her personal beliefs does
not erase the value of the system she created. Spiritually, many
believe that the angels continue to work through any tool that
conveys love and truth.

Why Her Angel Card
Meanings Remain Popular
Even after  her  departure  from the  New Age  community,  the
Angel  Card  Meanings  Doreen  Virtue  endure  for  several
reasons. First, the cards are non-denominational and emphasize
universal love and compassion. Second, the artwork is beautiful
and accessible, making the decks easy for anyone to pick up.
Third, the guidebooks are written in simple, reassuring language
that  avoids  fear-based  interpretations.  Whether  you  are  a
Christian,  a  Buddhist,  a  spiritual  but  not  religious  person,  or
something  else,  the  messages  of  hope  and  encouragement
resonate. In fact, some readers continue to use the cards while
acknowledging  Virtue’s  personal  journey,  respecting  her  past
contributions while interpreting the cards in their own way.
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TIPS FOR BEGINNERS READING ANGEL CARDS

If you are new to the Angel Card Meanings Doreen Virtue
system, here are some practical  suggestions to  help you get
started.

Choosing a Deck
Doreen Virtue released many decks.  For  beginners,  the most
recommended are:

Healing with the Angels Oracle Cards – a versatile,
foundational deck covering many life topics.
Archangel Oracle Cards – focuses specifically on messages

from 15 major archangels, great for learning their
associations.
Daily Guidance from Your Angels Oracle Cards – designed
for quick, daily messages with simple affirmations.

When choosing, look for a deck whose artwork feels inviting. The
connection  between you and the  images  is  vital  for  intuitive
reading.

Daily Card Practice
The  best  way  to  learn  the  Angel  Card  Meanings  Doreen
Virtue is through consistent practice. Start by pulling a single
card each morning. Read the guidebook entry, then consider


