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If you own an iPhone 5
that is locked to a
specific carrier, you
may be wondering how
to unlock iPhone 5 for
use with a different
network. Whether you
want to switch to a
cheaper provider,
travel abroad without
paying exorbitant
roaming fees, or simply
sell the device to a
wider audience,
unlocking your iPhone
5 opens up a world of
flexibility. This guide

walks you through the
most reliable methods,
from official carrier
unlocks to third-party
software solutions. By
the end, you will have
a clear, step-by-step
understanding of the
process and the
precautions necessary
to avoid damaging
your device or violating
terms of service.

What
Does
"Unlockin
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g an

work on CDMA
networks like Verizon
rint unless those

|Phoneoggjelljs originally sold

the phone and agreed

unlock it later.
ACtuallJyolerstanding this

Mean?

An iPhone 5 locked to a
carrier means the
device is programmed
to accept only SIM
cards from that specific
network. This s
common with contract
phones and subsidized
devices. Unlocking
removes this software
restriction, allowing
you to insert a SIM
from any compatible
GSM carrier worldwide.
The iPhone 5 uses a
nano-SIM and supports
GSM networks, so after
an unlock it can work
with carriers like AT&T,
T-Mobile, and many
international providers.
However, it will not

limitation is crucial
before proceeding.

Method

1:
Requestin
g an
Official
Carrier
Unlock
(Free and
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Reliable)

The safest and most
permanent way to
unlock an iPhone 5 is
to request an official
unlock from your
current carrier. This
method is free if you
meet eligibility
requirements. Here is
how to unlock iPhone 5
for free through your
carrier:

e Check
eligibility: Most
carriers require
that you have
completed your
contract term,
paid off the
device in full,
and that the
phone has not
been reported as
lost or stolen.
Contact your
carrier’'s
customer
support or visit
their unlock

portal online.

e Submit an

unlock request:
Provide your
iPhone 5’s IMEI
number (found in
Settings >
General > About
or by dialing
*#06#). The
carrier will
process the
request and add
your device’s
IMEI to Apple’s
unlock database.
Wait for
confirmation:
Processing can
take a few days
to two weeks.
Once approved,
you will receive
an email or text
with instructions.
Complete the
unlock: After the
carrier confirms,
back up your
iPhone 5 using
iTunes or iCloud,
then perform a



factory reset or
insert a non-
carrier SIM.
Connect to Wi-Fi
and follow the
prompts to
activate. The
message “Unlock
Complete” will
appear.

This method works for
AT&T, T-Mobile,
Verizon (after 60 days),
and many international
carriers. It is the most
recommended
approach because it is
permanent, does not
void warranty, and
requires no technical
skills.

Method
2: Using a
Third-

Party
Unlocking
Service
(Paid but
Fast)

If you are not eligible
for a free carrier unlock
or your carrier refuses
to unlock the device
(e.g., due to a lost
contract or the carrier
no longer operating),

you can turn to
reputable third-party
unlocking services.

These services use
carrier contacts or
database accesses to
remotely unlock your
iPhone 5’s IMEI. Here is
how to unlock iPhone 5
for a fee using such a
service:

1. Choose a
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trusted
service: Read
reviews on sites
like eBay,
Trustpilot, or
Reddit. Avoid
services that
request iTunes
passwords or
remote access to
your computer.
Popular options
include
OfficialiPhoneUnl
ock, UnlockBase,
and DoctorSIM.

. Provide the
IMEI: Enter your
iPhone 5's IMEI
number on the
service’s
website. They
will check carrier
compatibility and
availability.

. Pay and wait:
Prices usually
range from $10
to $30 for an
iPhone 5.
Processing can
take 1 to 7 days,

depending on the
carrier and the
service’s
backlog.

4. Activate the
unlock: Once
notified, restore
or update your
iPhone 5 via
iTunes, or simply
insert a different
carrier SIM. The
phone will
prompt
activation and
accept the new

SIM.
Be cautious: some
services provide

temporary unlocks that
may revert after an iOS
update. Always choose
a service that
guarantees a
permanent unlock and
offers a refund if it
fails.



Method

3: Using

different carrier. Here
is how to unlock iPhone
5 for use with another
as ing a SIM
rposer:

Hardwa r@urchase a

SIM

compatible
adapter: Make
sure it supports
he iPhone 5 and

I nte rposéhe baseband

r (Like

version of your
device (you can
find the

G evey 0 rbaseband in

R-SIM)

For users who cannot
obtain a permanent
IMEI unlock, a
hardware-based

solution like a Gevey
SIM or R-SIM adapter
can temporarily bypass
the lock. These are
small microchips that
sit between your nano-
SIM and the phone.
They trick the iPhone
into accepting a

Settings >
General > About
> Modem
Firmware). R-SIM
11 and Gevey
Ultra S are
common options.

¢ Insert the
adapter: Place
your desired SIM
card into the
adapter’s tray,
then insert the
whole unit into
the iPhone’s SIM
slot.

e Set up the
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unlock: The
phone will launch
a setup app or
prompt you to
enter a code.
Follow the on-
screen
instructions to
select your
region and
carrier.

e Enable data
and messages:
You may need to
manually
configure APN
settings for
mobile data and
MMS.

This method is not a
permanent unlock—it
only works as long as
the adapter is inserted.
Removing it reverts the
lock. Additionally,
updating iOS may
break compatibility,
and some adapters
cause signal issues or
battery drain. Use this
only if you cannot get a
permanent unlock and

are comfortable with
occasional
troubleshooting.

Important
Considera
tions
Before
Unlocking
Your
IPhone 5

WiLL UNLOCKING
Voib My
WARRANTY?

If you use the official
carrier unlock method
(Method 1), your
warranty remains
intact because Apple
authorizes the unlock.
Third-party remote
unlocks (Method 2)



also do not void the
hardware warranty
because they only
modify the carrier

database, not the
phone’'s software.
However, hardware

interposers (Method 3)
may be considered a
modification and could
be flagged during
service at an Apple
Store. In practice,
Apple rarely refuses
service if you remove
the adapter before
bringing it in.

Is UNLOCKING
LEGAL?

In the United States,
the Library of Congress
ruled in 2014 that
unlocking phones is
legal under the Digital
Millennium Copyright
Act (DMCA) if you own
the device and are not
violating any
contractual agreement.
Many other countries
allow unlocking as long

as you have fulfilled
your contract terms.
Be sure to check local
laws, especially if you
intend to unlock for
commercial resale.

WHAT ABouT 10S
UPDATES?

Official IMEI unlocks
are permanent and
survive any i0S
update, restore, or
factory reset. Third-
party remote unlocks
are also permanent in
most cases. Hardware
interposers, however,
can break after an iOS
update that changes
baseband handling. If
you update your
iPhone 5 while using a
Gevey or R-SIM, you
may need to wait for a
new firmware patch
from the manufacturer,
or the phone may
temporarily become
unusable. For this
reason, avoid updating
if you rely on an
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adapter.

CAnN | UNLOCK A
BLACKLISTED
IPHONE 57

If an iPhone 5 is

reported lost or stolen,
the carrier will blacklist

its IMEI. Most
legitimate unlock
services and carrier
unlocks cannot

override a blacklist.
Some shady vendors
claim to wunlock
blacklisted phones, but
they often use
temporary network
spoofing that stops
working after a few
days. Buying a
blacklisted phone is
risky, and attempting
to unlock it may be
illegal. It is best to
avoid such devices.

Step-by-

Step
Walkthro
ugh: How
to Unlock
IPhone 5
for Free
Using
AT&T as
an
Example

Let us walk through a
concrete example of
how to unlock iPhone 5
for use with a different
carrier using AT&T's
official unlock portal.
The process is similar
for T-Mobile, Verizon,
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and others.

1. Check your

eligibility: Go to
AT&T's device
unlock page. You
must be a
current or former
AT&T customer,
the device must
not be reported
stolen, and the
installment plan
(if any) must be
paid off.

. Submit the
request: Enter
your name,
phone number,
IMEI, and email
address. Agree
to the terms and
click submit. You
will receive a
confirmation
email with a case
number.

. Wait for
approval: AT&T
typically
processes unlock
requests within
two business

days. You will
receive a second
email indicating
whether the
unlock was
approved.

4. Unlock the
device: Once
approved, back
up your iPhone 5.
Insert a non-
AT&T SIM (e.g., a
T-Mobile prepaid
SIM). If you do
not have another
SIM, you can still
perform the
unlock by
restoring the
phone via
iTunes. Connect
to Wi-Fi, and the
phone will
contact Apple’s
activation
servers. A
message saying
“Congratulations,
your iPhone has
been unlocked”
will appear.

5. Test the
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unlock: Make a
call, send a text,
and access
mobile data. If
everything
works, your
iPhone 5 is now
unlocked for any
compatible
network.

This free method is
always preferable to
paid alternatives. If
AT&T denies your
request (e.g., because
the phone was bought
from a third party and
never activated on
AT&T), then you may
need to consider a
third-party IMEI unlock
service.

Frequent|
y Asked
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Questions
About
Unlocking
IPhone 5

Will unlocking affect
performance? No.
Unlocking via IMEI does
not change the phone’s
hardware or operating
system. It simply
removes the SIM lock.
The phone will perform
exactly as before.

Can | unlock an
iPhone 5 that is still
under contract? Most
carriers will not unlock

a device under
contract unless you
pay an early

termination fee or the
device is already paid
off. Some prepaid
carriers have different
policies (e.g., T-Mobile
requires 40 days of



active service).

How long does an
unlock take? Official
carrier unlocks can
take 2-14 days. Third-
party services usually
take 1-7 days.
Hardware adapters
work instantly once
inserted.

What if | restore my
phone after an
unlock? An official or
remote IMEI unlock is
tied to the device, not
the SIM. Even after a
full restore, the phone
will remain unlocked.
Hardware-based
unlocks require
readding the adapter
after each restore.

Can | unlock my
iPhone 5 for
Verizon? If your
iPhone 5 is originally a
Verizon model (CDMA),
it likely came unlocked
for GSM use already,
but you may still need
to request an unlock

12

from Verizon if it was
locked to their
network. Most Verizon
4G LTE phones are sold
unlocked, but always
verify.

Conclusio
n

Unlocking your iPhone
5 is a straightforward
process when you
choose the right
method based on your
eligibility and budget.
The free official carrier
unlock is the safest
and most reliable way
to use your device on
any network. If that is
not an option, a
reputable third-party
IMEI unlock service
offers a fast,
permanent solution for
a small fee. Hardware
adapters like Gevey or
R-SIM are a temporary
workaround but come
with risks and
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maintenance. Always
verify the IMEI of your
phone before
purchasing a service,
and avoid any service
that demands sensitive
credentials. With a

13

properly unlocked
iPhone 5, you gain the
freedom to choose the
best carrier for your
needs, whether at
home or abroad.



