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MASTERING THE
CLASSIC: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE TO TEST
ANSWERS FOR THE
NECKLACE

Guy  de  Maupassant's
shor t  s tory ,  "The
Necklace"  (originally
titled  "La  Parure"),
remains  one  of  the
m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y
s tud ied  p ieces  o f
l i te ra ture  in  h igh
school  and  college
English  courses.  Its
powerful  themes  of
pride,  deception,  and
the  ironic  cruelty  of
f a t e  c o n t i n u e  t o
captivate readers more

than a century after its
p u b l i c a t i o n .  F o r
students  preparing for
an examination, finding
reliable test answers
for The Necklace can
be  the  difference
between  a  passing
grade  and  a  deep
understanding  of  the
text.  This  guide  is
designed  to  help  you
navigate  the  most
common  questions,
analyze  the  story's
deeper meanings,  and
prepare  effectively  for
any  assessment.

WHY "THE
NECKLACE"
REMAINS A STAPLE
IN LITERATURE
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EXAMS

Before  div ing  into
specific  test  answers
for The Necklace, it is
essential to understand
why  this  story  is  so
frequently  tested.  The
n a r r a t i v e  i s  a
masterclass  in  irony
a n d  c h a r a c t e r
development. At just a
few  thousand  words,
Maupassant  crafts  a
complete  arc  for  his
protagonist,  Mathilde
Loisel,  that  explores
universal  human flaws.
Examiners  love  this
story because it allows
them  to  test  a  wide
range of literary skills:
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
inference,  thematic
ana lys i s ,  and  the
identification of literary
d e v i c e s  s u c h  a s
situational  irony  and
foreshadowing.  When
you  search  for  test
answers  for  The
Necklace, you are not

just  looking  for  facts;
you  are  looking  for  a
framework to interpret
the entire narrative.

PLOT SUMMARY:
THE FOUNDATION
FOR ANY TEST

To  provide  accurate
test answers for The
Necklace,  you  must
first have a solid grasp
of  the  plot.  Mathilde
Loisel  is  a  beautiful
woman who feels  she
was born into a social
class  too  low  for  her
e l e g a n c e .  S h e  i s
married  to  a  minor
c lerk  who  t r ies  to
please  her.  When  he
secures an invitation to
a  prest igious  bal l ,
Mathilde refuses to go
b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s
nothing  fine  to  wear.
Her  husband  sacrifices
his savings for a dress,
but she then complains
she has no jewelry. He
suggests  borrowing
f rom  he r  wea l thy
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f r i e n d ,  M a d a m e
Forestier.  Mathilde
borrows  a  stunning
diamond  necklace.  At
the  ball ,  she  is  the
center  of  attention.
H o w e v e r ,  u p o n
returning  home,  she
discovers the necklace
is  missing.  Unable  to
find  it,  the  Loisels
replace it with a similar
one  costing  36,000
f r a n c s ,  p l u n g i n g
t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o
crushing  debt.  They
spend ten years living
in poverty to repay the
loan.  In  the  final,
devastating  twist,
Mathilde  encounters
Madame Forestier, who
r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e
original necklace was a
fake,  worth  only  500
francs.
This  summary  is  the
bedrock for virtually all
test answers for The
Necklace. Every essay
question,  multiple-
choice  item,  or  short

answer  prompt  will
stem from this series of
events.

COMMON TEST
QUESTIONS AND
MODEL ANSWERS

Below are some of the
most  frequently  asked
questions  about  this
story, along with model
test answers for The
Necklace that you can
adapt  for  your  own
use.

Character
Analysis
Questions
Question:  Describe
Mathilde  Loisel's
character  at  the
beginning  of  the
story.
Model Answer: At the
start  of  the  story,
M a t h i l d e  i s
characterized  by  her
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discontent  and vanity.
She is deeply unhappy
with  her  modest  life
a n d  b e l i e v e s  s h e
deserves  luxury  and
admirat ion.  She  is
m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,
constantly dreaming of
fine  food,  expensive
furniture,  and  elegant
clothing.  Her  pride  is
also  a  defining  trait;
she  refuses  to  attend
the ball without looking
w e a l t h y .  T h i s
combination of  vanity,
discontent,  and  pride
directly  leads  to  her
downfall. A strong test
a n s w e r  f o r  T h e
Necklace  will  note
that  her  internal  flaws,
n o t  j u s t  h e r
circumstances, are the
c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h e
tragedy.
Question: How does
Mathilde's character
change  by  the  end
of the story?
Model  Answer:  By
the  end  of  the  story,

M a t h i l d e  h a s
undergone  a  drastic
transformation.  The
ten years of hard labor
to repay the debt have
str ipped  away  her
vanity and pretension.
She becomes a coarse,
strong,  and  hardened
woman. She no longer
dreams  of  luxury;
instead,  she  bargains
with grocers and does
heavy housework. This
c h a n g e  i s  i r o n i c
b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s
become  the  "heroine"
of her own tragic story,
bu t  i t  i s  a  b ru ta l ,
u n w a n t e d
transformation.  The
most  profound  test
a n s w e r  f o r  T h e
Necklace  regarding
character  change
acknowledges  that
while  she  becomes
more "real,"  she  does
s o  o n l y  t h r o u g h
immense  suffering
caused  by  her  own
initial  choices.
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Theme
and Irony
Questions
Question:  What  is
the  main  theme  of
"The Necklace"?
Model  Answer:  The
main  theme  is  the
danger of pride and the
i l lus ion  of  wealth.
Maupassant  critiques
the  social  obsession
with  appearances.
Mathilde's  inability  to
be  honest  about  her
situation—first  by
borrowing the necklace
and then by refusing to
a d m i t  s h e  l o s t
it—destroys her life. A
secondary theme is the
cruelty  of  fate  and
irony. The reader is left
t o  p o n d e r  t h e
u n f a i r n e s s  o f  a
universe  where  one
small lie or moment of

vanity  can  lead  to  a
l i fetime  of  misery.
When  providing  test
answers  for  The
Necklace  regarding
theme,  it  is  crucial  to
link  it  directly  to  the
s t o r y ' s  i r o n i c
conclusion.
Question:  Explain
the situational irony
in the story.
M o d e l  A n s w e r :
Situational irony occurs
when the outcome of a
s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h e
opposite  of  what  is
expected.  In  "The
Necklace,"  the  central
irony  is  that  Mathilde
and her husband spend
ten years of their lives
in  grueling  poverty  to
replace a necklace that
was  actually  a  cheap
i m i t a t i o n .  T h e y
sacrificed  everything
for  a  l ie .  Mathi lde
a i m e d  t o  a p p e a r
wealthy for one night,
but  that  single  act  of
decept ion  led  to  a
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lifetime of real poverty.
T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
common ly  tes ted
c o n c e p t ,  a n d  a
complete test answer
for  The  Necklace
must  clearly  explain
this  ironic  twist.

LITERARY DEVICES
AND SYMBOLISM

Examiners  frequently
ask students to identify
literary  devices.  Here
are  the  key  elements
to include in your test
answers  for  The
Necklace .

The
Necklace
as a
Symbol
The  necklace  itself  is
t h e  m o s t  p o t e n t
symbol in the story. It
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e

deceptive  nature  of
a p p e a r a n c e s .  T o
Mathilde, it symbolizes
wealth,  status,  and
beauty—everyth ing
she  craves.  For  the
reader,  the  necklace
represents the trap of
materialism.  The  fact
t h a t  i t  i s  a  f a k e
s y m b o l i z e s  t h e
falseness of the social
wor ld  Math i lde  so
desperately  wants  to
join.  A  sophisticated
test answer for The
Necklace  will  identify
the  neck lace  as  a
symbol  of  i l lusion.

Foreshad
owing
Maupassant  uses
subtle  foreshadowing.
W h e n  M a d a m e
Forestier  lends  the
necklace  so  casually,
and  when  Mathilde
returns  it,  Forestier
does not open the case
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to inspect it. This hints
that  the  neck lace
m i g h t  n o t  b e  a s
valuable as it appears.
Additionally, Mathilde's
cons tant  s ta te  o f
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n
foreshadows  that  her
pursuit  of  happiness
th rough  mate r ia l
means will  end badly.
When  writ ing  test
answers  for  The
N e c k l a c e  a b o u t
foreshadowing, point to
these  specific
moments  of  casual
indifference  from
Madame  Forestier.

PREPARING FOR
ESSAY QUESTIONS

The  most  challenging
part of any test is often
the  essay.  Here  is  a
structure you can use
to  formulate  strong
test answers for The
Necklace  in  essay
format.

Sample
Essay
Prompt:
Is
Mathilde
a victim
of fate or
her own
choices?
Introduction:  In  Guy
de  Maupassant's  "The
Necklace,"  Mathilde
Loisel's  tragic  journey
from  a  discontented
wife  to  a  hardened
pauper raises a central
quest ion:  i s  she  a
victim of cruel fate or
the  architect  of  her
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own destruction? While
the final irony suggests
a  malicious  twist  of
fate,  a  close  analysis
r e v e a l s  t h a t  h e r
c h a r a c t e r
flaws—specifically  her
vanity,  pr ide,  and
dishonesty—are  the
primary drivers  of  her
downfall.
Body  Paragraph  1
( T h e  C a s e  f o r
Choice):  Mathilde's
choices set the tragedy
in motion. She chooses
to be unhappy despite
her  comfortable  life.
She chooses to borrow
the  necklace  rather
than wear  flowers.  She
chooses  to  enjoy  the
ball  without  caution.
Most  critically,  after
losing  the  necklace,
she  and  her  husband
choose  to  replace  it
secretly  rather  than
confessing the truth to
Madame Forestier. This
single  decision  seals
their  fate.  Any  valid

test answer for The
Necklace  that  argues
f o r  p e r s o n a l
responsibility  must
highlight  this  moment
of dishonesty.
Body  Paragraph  2
(The Case for Fate):
While  her  choices  are
flawed,  the  final
outcome is grotesquely
disproportionate to her
"c r ime. "  Los ing  a
n e c k l a c e  i s  a n
accident.  The  real
cruelty  is  that  the
entire  sacrifice  was  for
nothing.  Maupassant
seems to suggest that
t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s
indifferent  or  even
malevolent.  Mathilde
d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h e
necklace  was  fake.  In
this  sense,  she  is  a
victim of a cruel joke of
fate.  A  balanced  test
a n s w e r  f o r  T h e
N e c k l a c e
acknowledges  this
element  of  cosmic
injustice.
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C o n c l u s i o n :
Ultimately,  Mathilde  is
b o t h .  S h e  i s
responsible  for  her
choices,  which  stem
f r o m  h e r  s h a l l o w
values.  However,  the
magn i tude  o f  the
punishment—ten years
of  backbreaking  labor
for a mistake based on
a n  i n n o c e n t
ignorance—is a matter
of  brutal  fate.  The
story's  power  lies  in
this  tension  between
personal accountability
and the randomness of
suffering.  A  top-tier
test answer for The
N e c k l a c e  w i l l
synthesize  these  two
interpretations  rather
than choosing one side
rigidly.

VOCABULARY AND
KEY TERMS FOR
YOUR TEST

Us ing  the  cor rec t
t e r m i n o l o g y  w i l l
strengthen  your  test

answers  for  The
Necklace.  Here  are
essential  terms  to
know:

Materialism:
The emphasis on
material
possessions over
spiritual or
intellectual
values. Mathilde
is the epitome of
materialism.
Pride (or
Hubris):
Excessive self-
esteem.
Mathilde's pride
prevents her
from admitting
her poverty or
her mistake.
Irony: The
difference
between
appearance and
reality. The story
is built on
situational irony.
Transformation
: The change
Mathilde
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undergoes from
a delicate beauty
to a harsh,
coarse woman.
Sacrifice: The
Loisels'
willingness to
sacrifice
everything for
honor and
appearance.

Using  these  keywords
na tu ra l l y  i n  you r
responses  will  show
the examiner that you
h a v e  a  n u a n c e d
understanding  of  the
text.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID IN YOUR
ANSWERS

When  writ ing  test
answers  for  The
Necklace,  students
o f t en  make  a  f ew
predictable  mistakes.
Avoid  these:

Blaming1.
Madame
Forestier: She is

not the villain.
She lent the
necklace in good
faith. Suggesting
she is at fault is a
weak argument.
Calling2.
Mathilde
entirely a
victim: While
her punishment
is harsh, the
story explicitly
shows her
making poor
choices. A one-
sided answer
lacks depth.
Forgetting the3.
historical
context: The
story is set in
19th-century
France, a time of
rigid social
classes.
Mentioning this
context can
elevate your test
answers for
The Necklace
significantly.
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Spoiling the4.
twist too early:
If you are writing
an essay, build
up to the irony.
Let the reader
(or examiner)
feel the impact
of the ending as
you describe it.

HOW TO USE THIS
GUIDE
EFFECTIVELY

M e m o r i z i n g  tes t
answers  for  The
N e c k l a c e  i s  n o t
enough.  You  must
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
reasoning behind each
answer. Use the model
answers  above  as
templates.  Read  the
story again with these
t h e m e s  i n  m i n d .
Pract ice  wr i t ing  a
timed essay. The goal
i s  n o t  t o  r e c i t e
someone  else's  words
but  to  internalize  the
analysis  so  that  you
can produce coherent,

original  test answers
for  The  Necklace
under  pressure.

CONCLUSION

Guy  de  Maupassant's
"The  Necklace"  is  a
deceptively  simple
story  that  offers
profound  insights  into
h u m a n  n a t u r e .
Whether you are facing
a multiple-choice quiz,
a  s e r i e s  o f  s h o r t
answer questions, or a
comprehensive  essay,
the key to success lies
in  understanding  the
interplay  between
character,  theme,  and
irony.  The  best  test
answers  for  The
Necklace  are  those
that  demonstrate  a
clear grasp of the plot
a n d  a n  a b i l i t y  t o
analyze  the  deeper
why behind Mathilde's
choices.  By  studying
t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e
s y m b o l s ,  a n d
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practicing  your  essay structure,  you  can
approach


