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INTRODUCTION: THE MAGIC OF
THE WIGGLES AND A TIMELESS
CLASSIC

Few children's songs have traveled
through generations with the same
gentle, melodic charm as "Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star." For centuries,
parents and educators have used this
simple lullaby to soothe little ones,

introduce early language patterns, and
spark a sense of wonder about the night
sky. But when a beloved children's
entertainment group like The Wiggles
puts its own spin on a classic, something
special happens. The Wiggles' rendition
of "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" breathes
fresh life into the familiar tune, making it
accessible, engaging, and educational
for a new generation of young listeners.
In this article, we will explore the full
lyrics as performed by The Wiggles,
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delve into the history of the original
nursery rhyme, and discuss why this
version has become a staple for families
and educators alike.

THE HISTORY AND ORIGIN OF
"“"TWINKLE TWINKLE LITTLE STAR"

Before we examine The Wiggles'
adaptation, it is helpful to understand
the roots of this iconic nursery rhyme.
The lyrics of "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star"
are based on a poem titled "The Star" by
the English poet Jane Taylor, which was
first published in 1806 in a collection
called "Rhymes for the Nursery." The
poem was later set to the French melody
"Ah! vous dirai-je, maman," a tune that
dates back to the 18th century. This
same melody is also used for other
classic children's songs like "Baa, Baa,

Black Sheep" and "The Alphabet Song."

The simplicity of the lyrics, combined
with the repetitive, calming melody,
makes it an ideal first song for infants
and toddlers. The imagery of a twinkling
star serves as a gentle introduction to
the natural world, encouraging curiosity
and imagination. Over the years,
countless artists have recorded their
own versions, but few have achieved the
widespread appeal and educational
focus of The Wiggles' interpretation.

THE WIGGLES: A BELOVED
CHILDREN'S ENTERTAINMENT
GROUP

The Wiggles are an Australian children's
music group that has become a global
phenomenon. Founded in 1991 by
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Anthony Field, Murray Cook, Greg Page,
and Jeff Fatt, the group is known for their
colorful costumes, energetic
performances, and commitment to early
childhood education. Their songs often
incorporate movement, repetition, and
simple language to help children develop
motor skills, language comprehension,
and social awareness.

With a vast catalog of original songs and
reimagined classics, The Wiggles have
earned a special place in the hearts of
parents and children. Their version of
"Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" is no
exception. It combines the soothing
qualities of the original with their
signature warmth and clarity, making it
perfect for bedtime routines, classroom
transitions, or quiet playtime.

THE WIGGLES' VERSION OF
“TWINKLE TWINKLE LITTLE STAR"

The Wiggles' version remains faithful to
the original lyrics while adding gentle
instrumentation and a reassuring vocal
delivery. Unlike some recordings that
speed up or alter the melody, The
Wiggles preserve the lullaby's tranquil
pace. This makes it particularly effective
for winding down after a busy day or
helping a fussy baby settle.

One of the key features of The Wiggles'
rendition is the clear enunciation of
every word. For young children who are
still developing their language skills,
hearing each syllable distinctly can aid in
phonetic awareness and vocabulary
building. The arrangement often includes
soft piano, gentle strings, and subtle



background harmonies, creating a rich
yet soothing soundscape.

The Complete
Lyrics of The
Wiggles'
"Twinkle Twinkle
Little Star”

Below are the lyrics as performed by The
Wiggles. These are the classic verses
that have been cherished for
generations:

Verse 1:

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How | wonder what you are!
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky.
Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How | wonder what you are!

Verse 2:

When the blazing sun is gone,
When he nothing shines upon,
Then you show your little light,
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night.
Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How | wonder what you are!

Verse 3:

Then the traveler in the dark,
Thanks you for your tiny spark,
He could not see which way to go,
If you did not twinkle so.

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,

How | wonder what you are!
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Verse 4 (less commonly included
but sometimes performed):

In the dark blue sky you keep,

While you through my window peep,

And you never shut your eye,

Till the sun is in the sky.

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,

How | wonder what you are!

The Wiggles typically include the first
two or three verses in their recording,
keeping the song concise and
appropriate for very young attention
spans. The gentle repetition of the
opening lines reinforces the song's
comforting structure.

WHY THE WIGGLES' VERSION
STANDS OUT

With so many versions of "Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star" available, what

makes The Wiggles' interpretation so
noteworthy? Here are several reasons:

e Child-Centric Approach: The
Wiggles prioritize the listening
experience of young children. The
tempo is unhurried, the
instrumentation is warm, and the
vocals are clear and friendly.

e Educational Value: The group
emphasizes language
development and auditory
processing. Each word is
pronounced distinctly, helping
children connect sounds to
meanings.

* Soothing Yet Engaging: While
the song is calming, it also retains
a sense of wonder that invites
children to look up at the stars and



ask questions about the universe.
e Consistency with Quality:
Parents trust The Wiggles brand
for its high production standards
and developmentally appropriate
content. This version feels
professionally crafted yet intimate.

In addition, The Wiggles often
incorporate gentle movement
suggestions into their performances,
such as wiggling fingers to mimic
twinkling stars. This kinesthetic element
helps children engage both their minds
and bodies, reinforcing the learning
experience.

EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF THE
WIGGLES' "TWINKLE TWINKLE

LITTLE STAR"

Songs like "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star"
are more than just pleasant melodies;
they are powerful educational tools. The
Wiggles are known for integrating early
learning principles into their music, and
this lullaby is no exception. Let us
explore the specific benefits:

_.anguage and
_iteracy
Development

The repetition of simple rhyming words
like "star" and "are," or "high" and "sky,"
helps children recognize phonetic
patterns. This builds a foundation for
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reading and spelling. The Wiggles' clear
articulation further supports vocabulary
acquisition and listening comprehension.

Mathematical
Concepts

Believe it or not, the structure of
"Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" introduces
basic patterns and sequences. The
predictable verse-chorus structure
teaches children about order and
anticipation. Counting the phrases or
clapping along can also reinforce early
numeracy skills.

Emotional
Regulation

The soothing tempo and gentle melody
of The Wiggles' version can help children
self-soothe. Incorporating this song into
a bedtime or naptime routine signals
that it is time to relax, fostering healthy
sleep habits and emotional regulation.

Curiosity About
the Natural



World

The lyrics ask a simple yet profound
guestion: "How | wonder what you are!"
This encourages children to look up at
the night sky with curiosity. Parents and
educators can build on this by discussing
stars, the moon, and the solar system,
turning a simple song into a springboard
for science learning.

THE ROLE OF MUSIC IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

The Wiggles' "Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star" is part of a larger body of research
that highlights the importance of music
in early childhood. According to experts,
exposure to music from a young age can
enhance brain development, particularly

in areas related to language, memory,
and emotional processing. Singing with
children also strengthens social bonds
and provides a sense of security and
belonging.

When a group like The Wiggles presents
a classic nursery rhyme with care and
intention, they are not just
entertaining—they are nurturing holistic
development. The combination of
melody, rhythm, and lyrics creates a
multi-sensory experience that supports
cognitive growth while fostering joy and
connection.

HOW TO USE THE WIGGLES'
“TWINKLE TWINKLE LITTLE STAR"
AT HOME OR IN THE CLASSROOM

Whether you are a parent, caregiver, or
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children to draw or paint their own
starry sky. This reinforces the
imagery and vocabulary from the
song.

early childhood educator, there are
many creative ways to incorporate this
song into daily routines:

1. Bedtime Ritual: Play The

Wiggles' version as part of a
calming bedtime routine. Dim the
lights, snuggle up, and sing along
softly.

. Stargazing Activity: Pair the

. Language Extension: Ask open-

ended questions like, "What do
you think a star is made of?" or
"Why do you think the star
twinkles?" This builds critical
thinking and verbal expression.

song with a simple stargazing

session. Use a flashlight or glow-in- By integrating the song into multiple

the-dark stars on the ceiling to contexts, you deepen the child's

create a magical atmosphere. engagement and maximize the learning
3. Movement Play: Encourage potential.

children to wiggle their fingers like CONCLUSION

twinkling stars or stretch their
arms up high during the line "Up The Wiggles "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
above the world so high." Lyrics" offer a beautiful blend of tradition

4. Art Project: After listening, invite  and thoughtful adaptation. By staying




true to the original poem while infusing it
with their signature warmth, The Wiggles
have created a version that resonates
with modern families. This simple
lullaby, with its gentle melody and
timeless questions about the night sky,
continues to inspire wonder and support

10

early development. Whether you are
singing it at bedtime, using it in a
classroom setting, or simply enjoying a
guiet moment together, The Wiggles'
rendition of "Twinkle Twinkle Little Star"
is a gift that keeps on giving—one
twinkle at a time.
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