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WHAT CONSUMER
REPORTS REVEALS
ABOUT THE
HONDA FIT: A
COMPREHENSIVE
REVIEW

The Honda Fit has long
been a favorite among
c o m p a c t  c a r
enthusiasts,  urban
c o m m u t e r s ,  a n d
b u d g e t - c o n s c i o u s
drivers  who  refuse  to
c o m p r o m i s e  o n
practicality.  But  how
does  th is  popu lar
subcompact hatchback
ho ld  up  under  the
scrutiny of  one of  the
most trusted names in
automotive evaluation?

In  this  deep dive  into
t h e  H o n d a  F i t
Consumer  Reports
findings,  we  explore
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
reliability  scores  to
owner satisfaction, fuel
e c o n o m y ,  s a f e t y
ratings,  and  how  the
Fit  compares  to  its
rivals. Whether you are
considering  a  used
model or curious about
the  legacy  o f  th i s
discontinued gem, this
article will  provide the
information you need.

UNDERSTANDING
THE HONDA FIT
CONSUMER
REPORTS
REPUTATION

Consumer Reports has
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evaluated  the  Honda
F i t  f o r  y e a r s ,
consistently  awarding
it  high  marks  for  its
c l e v e r  d e s i g n ,
surprising  interior
space,  and  engaging
driving  dynamics.  The
Honda Fit Consumer
Reports  ana lys is
typically highlights the
vehicle's  exceptional
fuel economy, versatile
"Magic  Seat"  system,
and  s t rong  resa le
value.  However,  like
any vehicle, the Fit has
i t s  q u i r k s  a n d
drawbacks,  and  the
detailed  testing  data
f r o m  C o n s u m e r
Reports  provides  a
balanced  perspective
for  potential  buyers.
One of the most telling
metrics in any Honda
F i t  C o n s u m e r
Reports  review is the
predicted  reliability
score.  Across  multiple
model  years,  the  Fit
has  earned  above-

average  reliabil ity
ratings,  making  it  a
smart  choice for  long-
term ownership. This is
especially  important
for  used car  shoppers
who  want  a  vehicle
t h a t  w i l l  r e m a i n
dependable  for  years
to come.

Predicted
Reliability
and
Owner
Satisfacti
on Scores
Consumer  Reports
compiles  reliability
data from thousands of
v e h i c l e  o w n e r s ,
tracking  issues  across
17  different  problem
areas,  including  the
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engine,  transmission,
brakes,  e lectr ica l
system,  and  body
integr i ty .  For  the
Honda  Fit,  the  results
have been consistently
strong.  Many  model
years score a 4 out of 5
or  higher  in  predicted
reliability,  with  some
years  earn ing  top
marks.
Owner  satisfaction  is
a n o t h e r  c r i t i c a l
component  o f  the
Honda Fit Consumer
Reports  evaluation.
Surveys  ask  owners
whether  they  would
purchase  the  same
vehicle again, and the
Fit routinely scores well
i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .
Owners  frequently
praise  the  Fit  for  its
n imb le  hand l i ng ,
spac ious  in te r io r
desp i t e  i t s  sma l l
f o o t p r i n t ,  a n d
i m p r e s s i v e  f u e l
efficiency.  The  primary
comp la in t s  o f ten

center  around  road
noise, a somewhat firm
ride,  and  the  lack  of
a d v a n c e d  s a f e t y
fea tu res  i n  o l de r
models.

PERFORMANCE
AND FUEL
ECONOMY: A KEY
STRENGTH

When  you  read  any
Honda Fit Consumer
Reports  analysis,  fuel
economy is always one
o f  t h e  s t a n d o u t
features.  The  Fit  has
historically  delivered
e x c e p t i o n a l  g a s
m i l e a g e ,  o f t e n
exceeding  i ts  EPA
estimates in real-world
driving.  Depending  on
the  model  year  and
transmission,  you  can
expec t  comb ined
ratings  ranging  from
29  to  36  mi les  per
gallon. This makes the
F i t  an  economica l
c h o i c e  f o r  d a i l y
commuting  and  long-



4

4 Honda Fit Consumer Reports 2023-09-14

distance travel alike.
Under  the  hood,  the
Honda  Fit  is  powered
by  a  peppy  1.5-liter
four-cylinder  engine.
W h i l e  i t  d o e s  n o t
produce  bl istering
a c c e l e r a t i o n ,  i t
provides  adequate
power  for  city  driving
and highway merging.
Consumer  Reports
testers  note  that  the
engine feels responsive
when  paired  with  the
manual  transmission,
offering  a  fun  and
engag ing  d r i v ing
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
continuously  variable
transmission  (CVT)  is
smooth  and  he lps
m a x i m i z e  f u e l
economy,  although
some  drivers  may  find
it less engaging than a
traditional automatic or
manual gearbox.

Handling
and Ride
Quality
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
pleasant  surprises  in
a n y  H o n d a  F i t
Consumer  Reports
road  test  is  the  car's
handling. The Fit feels
agile and precise, with
well-weighted  steering
and  a  tight  turning
radius  that  makes
parking and navigating
n a r r o w  s t r e e t s
effortless.  Consumer
Reports  describes  the
Fit as "fun to drive," a
compliment  not  often
given  to  subcompact
cars.
However ,  the  r ide
quality is a mixed bag.
The Fit's suspension is
t u n e d  m o r e  f o r
handling than comfort,
which  means  you  will
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feel  bumps  and  road
imperfections  more
t h a n  i n  s o m e
competitors.  Road
noise  is  a lso  more
pronounced at highway
speeds.  These  trade-
offs  are  typical  for  a
vehicle  in  this  class,
but  they  are  worth
consider ing  i f  you
pr ior i t ize  a  quiet ,
smooth  ride  above all
else.

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND CARGO
VERSATILITY

The Honda Fit's interior
is  where the car truly
shines,  and  this  is  a
t h e m e  t h a t  r u n s
through  every  Honda
F i t  C o n s u m e r
Repor ts  r e v i e w .
Despite  its  compact
exterior  dimensions,
the  Fit  offers  a
surprisingly  spacious
c a b i n  t h a t  c a n
comfortably  seat  four
adults.  The rear  seats

p r o v i d e  a m p l e
legroom, which is rare
in this segment.
The  highlight  of  the
interior is undoubtedly
t h e  " M a g i c  S e a t "
system.  This  clever
design allows the rear
seats  to  fold  flat  with
the  seat  cushions,
creating a low, flat load
floor.  You  can  also  flip
the seat cushions up to
create a tall space for
carrying  plants,  small
furniture,  or  other
bulky items. Consumer
Reports  consistently
praises this feature for
its  practicality  and
ease of use. The cargo
area  behind  the  rear
s e a t s  i s  a l r e a d y
g e n e r o u s  f o r  a
subcompact,  and  with
the  seats  folded,  the
Fit  can  accommodate
surpr is ingly  large
loads.
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Cabin
Quality
and

Controls
While  the  interior  is
s p a c i o u s  a n d
f u n c t i o n a l ,  t h e
materials  are  typical
for  the  subcompact
c l a s s ,  w i t h  h a r d
plastics  throughout.
Consumer  Reports
testers  note  that  the
build  quality  is  good,
but the cabin does not
feel  upscale.  Controls
are  logically  arranged
and easy  to  use,  and
visibility  is  excellent
thanks  to  the  ta l l
w i n d o w s  a n d  l o w
beltline.  These  factors
contribute  to  the  Fit's
easygoing  nature  and
make  it  a  pleasant
environment  for  daily

driving.

SAFETY RATINGS
AND FEATURES

Safety  is  a  cr it ical
consideration  for  any
vehicle  purchase,  and
Honda Fit Consumer
Reports  evaluations
p l a c e  a  s t r o n g
emphasis on crash test
pe r fo rmance  and
a v a i l a b l e  s a f e t y
technologies.  The  Fit
h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y
per formed  wel l  in
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d
insurance  industry
crash  tests,  earning
four-  or  five-star
r a t i n g s  i n  m o s t
categories.
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s
important to note that
older Honda Fit models
(pre-2015)  lack  many
of the advanced safety
fea tu res  tha t  a re
common  today,  such
as  forward  collision
warning,  automatic
emergency  braking,
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and  lane  departure
warning.  Starting  with
the  2015  redesign,
Honda  began  offering
these  features  on
higher  trims,  and  by
the later model years,
they  became  more
widely available. If you
are shopping for a used
Fit and safety is a top
priority, look for a 2015
or  newer  model  with
the  Honda  Sensing
s u i t e  o f  d r i v e r
a s s i s t a n c e
technologies.

Crash
Test
Performa
nce
Consumer  Reports
incorporates crash test
data from the National
Highway  Traffic  Safety
Administration (NHTSA)

and  the  Insurance
Institute  for  Highway
Safety  (IIHS)  into  its
ratings. The Honda Fit
has generally achieved
good  scores ,  w i th
strong  performance  in
frontal and side impact
tests.  Some  model
years have earned Top
S a f e t y  P i c k
designations from IIHS,
part icu lar ly  when
equipped with optional
safety packages.

COMPARING THE
HONDA FIT TO ITS
COMPETITORS

Any  thorough  Honda
F i t  C o n s u m e r
Reports  ana lys is
includes  comparisons
with  key  rivals  in  the
subcompact hatchback
segment.  The  primary
competitors  include
the  Toyota  Ya r i s ,
Hyundai  Accent,  Kia
Rio,  Ford  Fiesta,  and
Nissan  Versa  Note.  In
a l m o s t  e v e r y
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comparison,  the  Fit
comes  out  on  top  for
interior  space,  fuel
economy,  and  driving
enjoyment.

Honda Fit
vs.
Toyota
Yaris
The  Toyota  Yaris  is  a
re l iab le  and  fue l -
efficient  competitor,
but it cannot match the
Fit's  interior  versatility
or  cargo  capacity.
Consumer  Reports
notes  that  the  Yaris
feels  less  refined  and
less engaging to drive.
The  Fit  also  offers  a
more  modern  interior
des ign  and  better
visibi l ity.

Honda Fit
vs.
Hyundai
Accent
The  Hyundai  Accent
offers  a  strong
warranty  and  a  low
starting  price,  but  it
falls  short in rear-seat
legroom  and  cargo
space.  The  Fit  is  also
more fun to drive and
has a higher predicted
reliability  score.  For
buyers  who  prioritize
long-term value, the Fit
is the stronger choice.

Honda Fit
vs. Ford
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Fiesta
The  Ford  F iesta  is
another  fun-to-drive
subcompact,  but  its
rear seat is tighter and
the interior feels more
cramped.  Consumer
Reports also notes that
the  Fiesta's  reliability
h a s  b e e n  l e s s
consistent  than  the
Fit's.  The  Fit's  Magic
Seat system gives it a
significant  practicality
advantage.

PROS AND CONS
OF THE HONDA FIT
BASED ON
CONSUMER
REPORTS

To summarize the key
findings  from  the
Honda Fit Consumer
Reports  evaluations,
here  are  the  main
a d v a n t a g e s  a n d
disadvantages  you
should  consider.

Pros
Exceptional
fuel economy in
both city and
highway driving
Versatile Magic
Seat system
that transforms
cargo capacity
Spacious
interior with
generous rear
legroom
Fun and
engaging
handling for a
subcompact
Strong
predicted
reliability
across most
model years
Good resale
value compared
to competitors
Excellent
visibility from
the driver's seat
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Cons
Road noise is
noticeable at
highway speeds
Firm ride
quality may not
suit all
preferences
Interior
materials are
inexpensive and
hard to the touch
Advanced
safety features
were only
available on
higher trims and
later model years
Discontinued
after 2020, so
only used models
are available
CVT can feel
droning under
hard acceleration

PRICING AND
VALUE FOR MONEY

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
appealing  aspects  of

the  Honda  Fit  is  its
affordability,  both  new
and used. When it was
still  in  production,  the
F i t  w a s  p r i c e d
competitively  in  the
subcompact  segment.
Today,  used  prices
vary widely depending
on  the  model  year,
mileage, and condition.
A  H o n d a  F i t
Consumer  Reports
value  assessment
typically notes that the
Fi t  holds  i ts  value
better than most rivals,
mak ing  i t  a  smar t
investment for budget-
minded buyers.
For  a  well-maintained,
low-mileage  model
from the 2015 to 2020
generation,  you  can
e x p e c t  t o  p a y
somewhere  between
$12,000  and  $20,000,
depending on the trim
and  location.  Earlier
m o d e l s  f r o m  t h e
second  generation
(2009 to 2014) can be
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f o u n d  f o r  u n d e r
$10,000,  offering
exceptional value for a
reliable, practical car.

WHICH MODEL
YEAR IS BEST?

Based  on  Honda  Fit
Consumer  Reports
data,  the  2015 model
year is widely regarded
as one of the best. This
y e a r  m a r k e d  a
complete  redesign,
bringing  improved
interior  quality,  better
fuel economy, and the
availability  of  Honda
S e n s i n g  s a f e t y
features. The 2018 and
2019  mode ls  a l so
receive high marks for
reliability  and  feature
content.
If you are on a tighter
budget,  the  2009  to
2014  models  are  still
solid  choices,  but  you
will  sacrifice  some
refinement  and  safety
technology.  Avoid  the
2015 model year if you

w a n t  t h e  m o s t
a d v a n c e d  s a f e t y
features, as those were
added in later years.

CONCLUSION

T h e  H o n d a  F i t
Consumer  Reports
analysis paints a clear
picture:  this  is  one of
the most well-rounded
a n d  p r a c t i c a l
s u b c o m p a c t
hatchbacks ever made.
I t  c o m b i n e s
e x c e p t i o n a l  f u e l
economy,  surprising
interior  space,  and
engag ing  d r i v ing
dynamics in a package
that  is  both  affordable
and reliable. While the
F i t  i s  no  longer  in
p roduc t ion ,  used
models  remain  an
excellent  choice  for
anyone  seek ing  a
dependable,  efficient,
and  versatile  vehicle.
If  you  prioritize  cargo
flexibility,  low
ownership costs, and a
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fun driving experience,
the Honda Fit deserves
a  top  spot  on  your
shopp ing  l i s t .  By
paying attention to the
insights  provided  by
Consumer Reports, you
can  choose  a  model
year  that  fits  your
needs  and  budget,
ensuring  you  get  the

most  value  from  this
exceptional  little  car.
Whether  you  are  a
first-time  buyer,  a
college  student,  or
simply  someone  who
appreciates  smart
engineering, the Honda
Fit is a decision you are
unlikely to regret.


