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INTRODUCTION: THE PHILATELIST’S ESSENTIAL
COMPANION

Scott Stamp Catalog 2017

For generations of stamp collectors, the name “Scott” has been
synonymous with authority, accuracy, and tradition. Since its first
publication in 1868, the Scott Stamp Catalog has served as the
definitive reference for identifying, valuing, and organizing
postage stamps from around the world. Among the many annual
editions that have graced collectors’ shelves, the Scott Stamp
Catalog 2017 holds a special place—not only as a snapshot of
the hobby at a specific moment in time but also as a bridge
between classic philately and the rapidly evolving digital age.
Whether you are a lifelong philatelist or someone just beginning
to explore the rewarding world of stamp collecting,
understanding what the 2017 edition offers is key to appreciating
the enduring value of the Scott catalog system.

This article provides a comprehensive look at the Scott Stamp
Catalog 2017, exploring its structure, the unique features of
that year’s volumes, how it compares to earlier and later editions,
and why it remains a highly sought-after resource for collectors
today. We will also discuss practical ways to use the catalog

effectively and highlight what makes the 2017 edition an
important milestone in the long history of Scott Publishing.

WHAT IS THE SCOTT STAMP CATALOG?

Before diving into the specifics of the 2017 edition, it is helpful to
understand the role of the Scott catalog in the world of philately.
The Scott catalog is a comprehensive listing of postage stamps
issued by countries and administrative entities worldwide. Each
stamp is assigned a unique Scott number, which collectors use
to identify and refer to stamps in a standardized way. The catalog
provides detailed information for each stamp, including:

e Date of issue

e Denomination

e Color

e Perforation measurements

e Watermarks

e Design description

e Condition and grading notes

e Market values (in U.S. dollars) for unused and used stamps

The Scott numbering system is so widely adopted in North
America and many other regions that it has become the de facto
standard for identifying stamps in albums, auctions, and online
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marketplaces. The catalog is published in multiple volumes,
typically organized by geographic region. The Scott Stamp
Catalog 2017 continues this tradition with carefully updated
listings and valuations reflecting the stamp market of the time.

KEY FEATURES OF THE SCOTT STAMP CATALOG 2017

The 2017 edition of the Scott catalog is a major release that
reflects changes in the stamp market, new issues from postal
authorities, and corrections from previous volumes. It consists of
six volumes, each covering a specific set of countries or regions.
Below we examine the most notable features of this edition.

Volume Breakdown for
2017

The six volumes of the Scott Stamp Catalog 2017 are:

1. Volume 1 - United States, United Nations, and
Countries of the Americas (A-C)

Volume 2 - Countries of the Americas (D-I)
Volume 3 - Countries of the World (J-0)

Volume 4 - Countries of the World (P-Sn)
Volume 5 - Countries of the World (So-2Z)

Volume 6 - Worldwide Stamp Identifier and Color
Guide

ok wWwN

Each volume contains thousands of stamp listings, with prices
updated to reflect market conditions through early 2016. The

2017 edition also includes expanded coverage of new issues from
the previous year, which is always a highlight for topical
collectors and those focusing on modern stamps.

Updated Valuations and
Market Trends

One of the primary reasons collectors purchase a new catalog
each year is the updated pricing. In the Scott Stamp Catalog
2017, prices were revised based on dealer inventories, auction
results, and supply-and-demand trends. For classic stamps from
the 19th and early 20th centuries, values saw modest
adjustments. However, some modern commemoratives and
errors experienced more significant shifts. The 2017 edition also
paid special attention to the growing interest in stamps from
China, India, and other emerging markets, reflecting shifts in
global collector demographics.

Corrections and Additions

Every new edition of the Scott catalog corrects errors from
previous years and adds newly discovered varieties, re-issues,
and previously unlisted stamps. The 2017 edition was no
exception. Philatelic researchers and contributing experts helped
refine listings for many countries, particularly in areas where
postal history has been complicated by political changes (such as
the former Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and African nations).
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The Color Guide and
|dentifier Volume

Volume 6 of the Scott Stamp Catalog 2017 is a standalone tool
that many collectors find invaluable. It features a comprehensive
color guide with actual printed color samples—not just
names—along with an illustrated identifier for stamps that are
difficult to attribute to a specific country or region. This volume is
especially helpful for beginners who may struggle with stamp
identification.

HOW TO USE THE SCOTT STAMP CATALOG 2017
EFFECTIVELY

Even if you have used previous editions, the Scott Stamp
Catalog 2017 rewards careful study. Here are practical tips for
getting the most out of this reference work.

Locating Your Stamp

First, determine the country of origin. The volumes are organized
alphabetically by country name (with some exceptions for
political entities like the United Nations). Once you find the
correct country section, stamps are listed chronologically by issue
date. Each stamp entry includes the Scott number, which you can
then use to look up its value and details. For stamps without
obvious country names (such as early issues with only a

monarch’s portrait), use the identifier in Volume 6.

Understanding Condition
and Pricing

Prices in the catalog are for stamps in fine (F) or very fine (VF)
condition unless otherwise noted. The Scott Stamp Catalog
2017 provides two price columns: one for unused (mint) stamps
and one for used (postmarked) stamps. It is crucial to understand
that the catalog values are retail prices, not wholesale or
guaranteed buy-back values. They are a guide for what a
collector might pay from a dealer under normal market
conditions.

Using the Catalog for
Organizing Your Collection

Many collectors use Scott numbers to organize their albums. The
Scott Stamp Catalog 2017 includes extensive listing of sets,
souvenir sheets, and special issues, making it easy to check
which stamps you still need to complete a country collection. The
catalog also provides information on watermark varieties and
perforation types, which are essential for accurate identification.

WHY THE 2017 EDITION MATTERS TO COLLECTORS

While any edition of the Scott catalog is a valuable resource, the



Scott Stamp Catalog 2017 occupies a unique position in the
timeline of philately. Here are several reasons why this edition
remains relevant.

A Pre-Pandemic Snapshot

2017 was a period of relative stability in the stamp market before
the significant disruptions of the COVID-19 pandemic. The catalog
prices reflect a market that had not yet experienced the surge in
online trading or the shifts in demand for certain types of stamps
that occurred after 2020. For collectors studying market trends,
the 2017 edition serves as a useful baseline.

Comprehensive Coverage
of New Issues

By 2017, many postal administrations had drastically increased
the number of stamps issued each year—a trend that accelerated
in the 2010s. The Scott Stamp Catalog 2017 captures this
explosion of new material, particularly from countries like the
United States, Canada, Great Britain, and many small island
nations. For topical collectors (those who collect stamps by
theme, such as space, animals, or art), this edition offers an
extensive record of the designs and subjects popular at the time.

A Bridge Between Print and
Digital

In 2017, Scott Publishing still produced the traditional multi-
volume printed set, but the company was also expanding its
digital offerings, including online subscriptions and CD-ROM
versions. The 2017 print edition thus represents a classic format
for collectors who prefer tangible reference books. It is also the

last edition for which the physical set was produced without the
major redesigns that came in later years.

COMPARING THE SCOTT CATALOG 2017 WITH OTHER
EDITIONS

Collectors often wonder whether they should buy the latest
edition or if an older one like 2017 is sufficient. Here is a
balanced comparison.

Scott 2017 vs. Scott 2020
or 2024

More recent editions include stamps issued after 2016 and
updated prices. However, for collectors specializing in classic
stamps issued before 1960, the price differences between
editions are often small. The 2017 edition may be significantly
less expensive on the secondary market, making it an economical
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choice. However, if you collect modern issues from the last seven
years, you will need a newer catalog.

Scott 2017 vs. Other
Catalogs (e.g., Stanley
Gibbons, Michel)

For collectors outside North America, catalogs like Stanley
Gibbons (UK) or Michel (Germany) are often preferred. The Scott
Stamp Catalog 2017 is optimized for the U.S. market, with
values in dollars and a numbering system that is integral to most
American stamp albums. If you are a collector who uses a Scott
album, this catalog is essential. If you use a different system, the
2017 edition can still be a helpful cross-reference for valuations.

THE LEGACY OF THE SCOTT CATALOG SERIES

The Scott Stamp Catalog 2017 is more than just a price list. It
is @ window into the history of postal communications, art, and
global events as reflected through stamps. Each issue tells a
story—whether it is a commemorative for a royal wedding, a
space mission, or a national park. By documenting these stamps
in a systematic way, the Scott catalog preserves cultural heritage
for future generations of collectors.

For those who missed the original release, finding a copy of the
Scott Stamp Catalog 2017 today is still relatively easy through
online bookstores, stamp dealer sites, and auction platforms. The

set can be purchased in either hardcover or spiral-bound formats,
with the spiral-bound version being more convenient for daily use
at a desk or worktable.

WHERE TO FIND THE SCOTT STAMP CATALOG 2017

Because the 2017 edition is now several years old, it is no longer
sold at retail prices from the publisher. However, it can often be
found at a discount. Recommended sources include:

e Online marketplaces such as eBay or Amazon (used copies)

e Stamp dealer websites that sell back-issue catalogs

e Local stamp clubs or bourses where collectors occasionally
sell duplicate catalogs

e Library reference sections (some public libraries retain
older catalogs for research)

Check the condition of the volumes carefully when buying used,
as bindings can become loose with heavy use.

CONCLUSION

The Scott Stamp Catalog 2017 stands as a reliable and
comprehensive reference for philatelists of all levels. Whether
you are pricing stamps for an insurance appraisal, building a
worldwide collection, or simply researching a mysterious stamp
you inherited, this edition offers the detailed information you
need. Its updated valuations, thousands of new listings, and
trusted numbering system make it an indispensable tool. While
the hobby continues to evolve with digital catalogs and online
price guides, the printed Scott catalog remains a tangible



connection to the tradition of stamp collecting. For anyone a wise investment that will pay dividends in knowledge and
serious about philately, adding the 2017 edition to your library is enjoyment for years to come.
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