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I'LL GET YOU, MY
PRETTY: THE
ENDURING POWER
OF WICKED WITCH
OF THE WEST
QUOTES

The Wicked Witch of
the West is one of
cinema’s most
unforgettable villains.
With her green skin,
towering black hat, and
cackling laugh, she has
haunted the dreams of
children and adults for
generations. But what
truly cements her
place in pop culture
history are her
lines—snarling,

dramatic, and

impossibly quotable.
From her iconic threat
to Dorothy to her
desperate cries as she
melts away, Wicked
Witch Of The West
quotes have become
part of our everyday
language. They
capture pure villainy
with a touch of dark
humor, and they
remain as powerful
today as when
Margaret Hamilton first
delivered them in the
1939 classic The
Wizard of Oz.

In this article, we will
explore the most
famous of these
quotes, analyze their
cultural impact, and
uncover some lesser-
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known gems from the
original L. Frank Baum
books, the Broadway
musical Wicked, and
other adaptations.
Whether you are a
lifelong Oz fan or
simply love a good
villainous one-liner,
you will discover why
these words continue
to resonate.

THE CONTEXT:
WHO IS THE
WICKED WITCH OF
THE WEST?

Before diving into the
guotes themselves, it
helps to understand
the character. In the
1939 film, the Wicked
Witch of the West is
the sister of the
Wicked Witch of the
East, who was killed
when Dorothy’s house
landed in
Munchkinland.

Swearing revenge, the
Witch pursues Dorothy
across Oz to claim her

sister’s magical ruby

slippers. She s
cunning, ruthless, and
obsessed with

power—yet oddly
vulnerable to water. In
Baum’s original 1900
novel The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz, the Witch
is described as an old,
shriveled creature with
one eye, and she
enslaves the Winkies.
In Gregory Maguire’s
1995 novel Wicked:
The Life and Times of
the Wicked Witch of
the West (and the
subsequent musical),
she is reimagined as
the misunderstood,
green-skinned Elphaba,
giving her a far more
sympathetic backstory.

This wide range of
interpretations means
that Wicked Witch Of
The West quotes
come in many flavors:
classic film menace,
literary fantasy, and
modern musical
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drama. Each version

offers something
different  for quote
lovers.

THE MOST

FAMOUS WICKED
WITCH OF THE
WEST QUOTES
(AND WHAT THEY
MEAN)

Let's start with the
lines that everyone
knows—the ones you
can hear in your head
the moment you read
them.

“I'll get
you, my
pretty,
and your
little dog

too!”

This is the
guintessential Witch
threat. Spoken after
Dorothy and Toto
escape the Witch’s
castle, it perfectly
sums up her relentless
malice. The line is so
famous that it has
been parodied in
countless movies, TV
shows, and
commercials. It reveals
the Witch’s obsession
with revenge and her
lack of empathy—she
is willing to harm a
harmless dog to
achieve her goals. The
word “pretty” is a
mocking endearment,
dripping with sarcasm.
This quote also
demonstrates the
Witch's theatrical
nature; she announces
her intentions like a
stage villain, which is
exactly what she is.



“What a
world,
what a
world...
who
would
have
thought a
good
little girl
like you
could

destroy
my
beautiful
wickedne
ss?”

As the Witch melts
away after Dorothy
splashes her with
water, she delivers this
haunting final line. It is
both a lament and a
confession. She refers
to her own “beautiful
wickedness,” showing
that she takes pride in
being evil. The line also
contains a note of
surprise—she
underestimated
Dorothy. For viewers, it
is a satisfying end to a
terrifying villain, but it
also has a tragic
undertone. In the 1939
film, the Witch'’s

4 Wicked Witch Of The West Theme 2026-06-24
Song



Wicked Witch Of The West Theme Song 5

melting scene is one of
the most memorable in
cinema history, and
this quote seals her
legacy.

“Fly, my
pretties!
Fly, fly!”

Often misquoted as
“Fly, my pretties, fly!”
this is what the Witch
shouts to her winged
monkeys. The line is a
command, but it also
establishes her control
over her minions. She
uses the same
dismissive term—“my
pretties”—that she
uses for Dorothy. It
reinforces her
arrogance: everyone
and everything is
beneath her, yet
useful. This quote has
permeated popular
culture as a phrase

meaning “go and
cause chaos,” often
used humorously.

“I'llmake
her my
slave...
I'll strip
her of her
beauty
and her
youth!”

When the Witch learns
that Dorothy is in the
Haunted Forest, she
plots her revenge. This
quote shows the depth
of her cruelty: she
doesn’t just want to kill
Dorothy; she wants to
degrade and humiliate
her. It is a window into



the Witch’s
psychology—she
values beauty and
youth and seeks to
destroy those qualities
in others. It also aligns
with the classic fairy-
tale trope of an older
woman jealous of a
younger girl.

LESSER-KNOWN
QUOTES FROM THE
ORIGINAL BAUM
BOOK

Many people are
familiar only with the
movie quotes, but L.
Frank Baum’s original
novel offers a different,
more literary take on
the Witch’s dialogue.
Here are a few notable
examples:

e “l will go to the
Emerald City
and kill
Dorothy and all
her friends.” -
This blunt
statement from

the book shows a
less theatrical,
more direct
villainess. No
rhyming or
cackling; just
cold intent.
“You are a
wicked witch,
and you have
no right to take
my magic cap.”
- The Witch
accuses Dorothy
of theft when
Dorothy takes
the Golden Cap
that controls the
Winged Monkeys.
It’s an ironic
accusation, as
the Witch herself
is a thief.

“l am the only
witch left in
the Land of Oz,
and | am the
most
powerful.” -
Here the Witch
boasts of her
supremacy. It
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reveals her pride
and her belief
that she is
invincible—which
, of course,
makes her
downfall all the
more dramatic.

These quotes from the
novel paint a more
pragmatic and less
campy character, yet
they are equally
essential to the mythos
of the Wicked Witch.

QUOTES FROM
WICKED THE
MUSICAL: A
SYMPATHETIC
VILLAIN’S VOICE

In the Broadway
musical Wicked, the
Wicked Witch (named
Elphaba) becomes the
protagonist. Her quotes
take on an entirely
different tone. They are
not threats but
expressions of pain,
defiance, and hope.

Here are some of the
most powerful:

“I'm
through
with
playing
by the
rules of
someone
else’s
game.”

This line from the song
“Defying Gravity” is
the turning point for
Elphaba. She rejects
society’s oppression
and chooses to stand
alone. It has become
an anthem for



outsiders and anyone

who has felt
misunderstood. The
emotional weight

behind these words is
far removed from the
cackling movie Witch.

“No good
deed
goes
unpunish
ed.”

From the song of the
same name, this line
sums up Elphaba’s
tragic arc. She tries to
help others—the
Animals, her sister, her
friend Glinda—but
every good act
backfires. It's a bitter,
cynical statement that
resonates deeply with
audiences.

“Look at
her. She's
beautiful.
She’s
wicked.
She’s
mine.”

Spoken by Elphaba’s
mother (in the
musical’s backstory),
this line sets up the
complicated nature of
the character.
“Wicked” here s
redefined—not as evil,
but as powerful and
nonconformist. It
challenges the
audience to rethink the
word “wicked.”

These quotes from
Wicked have enriched
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the canon of Wicked
Witch Of The West
quotes by adding
layers of vulnerability
and justice-seeking.
They have allowed a
new generation to
connect with a
character once seen
only as a one-
dimensional villain.

THEMES REVEALED
THROUGH HER

QUOTES
Whether from the film,
the book, or the

musical, the Wicked
Witch’s quotes reveal
common themes:

Power
and
Control

Almost every quote
from the film Witch
revolves around
exerting power—over

her slaves, over
Dorothy, over Oz itself.
She uses imperatives:
“Fly!” “Seize them!”
“Ill get you!” This
language shows a

person who defines
herself through
dominance.

Pride and
Self-
Justificati
on

The Witch never
apologizes. Her quotes
are full of self-
righteousness. Even as
she melts, she calls her
wickedness “beautiful.”
In Baum’s book, she
declares herself the
only witch left. This
pride is both her
strength and her
flaw—it prevents her
from seeing her own



vulnerability.

|solation
and
Misunder
standing

In Wicked, the quotes
take on loneliness.
Elphaba sings, “I think
I'll try defying gravity,
and you can’t pull me
down.” It's a defiant
shout into the void.
She is alone, but she
accepts it. This theme
of isolation is present
even in the original
story—the Witch lives
in a dark castle with
only animals for
company.

WHY THESE
QUOTES ENDURE
IN POP CULTURE

The staying power of
Wicked Witch Of The
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West quotes can be
attributed to several
factors. First, the 1939
film is a timeless
classic shown on
television every year.
Children learn these
lines by heart. Second,
the Witch’s distinctive
voice and exaggerated
delivery make her
quotes instantly
recognizable. Third, the
quotes are
malleable—they can be
used ironically in
everyday conversation.
Saying “I'll get you, my
pretty” to a friend who
stole the last cookie is
a playful pop culture
reference.

Beyond humor, these
quotes serve as
shorthand for pure evil.
In political commentary
or social media
arguments, referencing
the Wicked Witch
immediately conveys
that someone is being
unreasonable or

10

Song

Wicked Witch Of The West Theme 2026-06-24



Wicked Witch Of The West Theme Song

11

malicious. The quotes
have entered the
lexicon as archetypes.

The musical Wicked
has also contributed to
this longevity. Younger
audiences now
associate the Witch
with lines like “Defying
Gravity,” which have
become anthems for
empowerment. This
duality—the cackling
villain and the
misunderstood

hero—ensures that the
Wicked Witch will
never fade away.

HOW TO USE
THESE QUOTES IN
YOUR OWN
WRITING OR
CONTENT

If you are a writer,
blogger, or social
media marketer,
Wicked Witch Of The
West quotes can be
powerful tools. Use
them to evoke
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nostalgia, create
humor, or underscore a
point about villainy. For
example:

* In a blog post
about
overcoming
obstacles, you
could open with
the Witch’s “I'll
get you, my
pretty” to
symbolize a
challenge that
seems relentless,
then show how
the protagonist
overcame it.

In a Halloween-
themed article,
listing the
Witch's best
quotes adds
seasonal fun.

In a discussion of
character
development,
compare the film
Witch’s quotes to
Elphaba’s in
Wicked to show
how perspective
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changes
meaning.

Remember to attribute
the quotes properly
and consider your
audience. Some will
appreciate the movie
references; others will
connect more with the
musical.

CONCLUSION

The Wicked Witch of
the West is far more
than a green-faced
villain. Her words have
transcended the screen
and the page to
become part of our

shared cultural
vocabulary. From the
chilling “I'll get you, my
pretty” to the poignant
“I'm through with
playing by the rules,”
Wicked Witch Of The
West quotes capture
the full spectrum of
human emotion—rage,
sorrow, pride, and
defiance. They remind
us that even the most
wicked characters have
something to say, and
what they say can
echo for a century.

Whether you love to
hate her or hate to love
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