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INTRODUCTION TO
CRIME SCENE
INVESTIGATION:
UNLOCKING THE
SCAVENGER HUNT
ANSWER KEY

Imagine walking into a
room  where  a  single
strand of  hair,  a  faint
f o o t p r i n t ,  o r  a
misplaced  coffee  cup
h o l d s  t h e  k e y  t o
solving  a  puzzle.  For
students,  hobbyists,
and  aspiring  forensic

scientists,  the concept
of  an intro to crime
scene  investigation
a  scavenger  hunt
a n s w e r  k e y  h a s
become  a  powerful
educational  tool.  Far
more than just a list of
correct  answers,  this
resource  transforms
the  complex  world  of
forensic science into an
interactive,  engaging
adventure.  In  th is
comprehensive  guide,
we  will  explore  what
such a scavenger hunt
e n t a i l s ,  h o w  t h e
answer  key  serves  as
both  a  learning  guide
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and  a  bridge  to  real-
world  investigative
techniques,  and  how
y o u  c a n  u s e  i t  t o
d e e p e n  y o u r
understanding of crime
scene  processing.
Whether  you  are  an
educator  designing  a
classroom activity or a
curious  learner,  this
article will provide you
with  everything  you
need  to  know  about
navigating  this  unique
learning experience.
C r i m e  s c e n e
investigation  (CSI)  is
built  on  meticulous
observation,  logical
r e a s o n i n g ,  a n d
scientific  methodology.
A  scavenger  hunt
designed around these
principles  challenges
participants  to  locate
and interpret evidence,
follow  protocols,  and
draw  conclusions.  The
answer  key,  of ten
provided  after  the
hunt,  is  not  merely  a

cheat  sheet;  it  is  a
detailed explanation of
the  reasoning  behind
each step. By studying
the  intro  to  crime
scene  investigation
a  scavenger  hunt
answer  key,  learners
gain  insight  into  how
professionals approach
a scene, from securing
t h e  p e r i m e t e r  t o
c o l l e c t i n g  a n d
packaging  evidence.
This  article  will  walk
y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e
s t ruc tu re  o f  such
hunts ,  the  typica l
components  o f  an
answer  key,  and  the
educational  benefits
that make this method
so effective.

WHAT IS AN INTRO
TO CRIME SCENE
INVESTIGATION
SCAVENGER HUNT?

An intro to crime scene
i n v e s t i g a t i o n
scavenger  hunt  is  a
carefully  designed
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activity  that  simulates
the  early  stages  of  a
r e a l  f o r e n s i c
investigation.  Instead
of a traditional lecture
or  textbook  chapter,
part ic ipants  move
through  a  physical  or
digital  space—such  as
a  classroom,  a  mock
crime  scene,  or  even
a n  o n l i n e
environment—searchin
g  f o r  c l u e s  a n d
completing tasks. Each
c l u e  o r  s t a t i o n
c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  a
fundamental  concept
i n  C S I ,  s u c h  a s
evidence  identification,
cha in  o f  cus tody ,
documentation,  or
c r i m e  s c e n e
photography.
T h e s e  h u n t s  a r e
particularly  popular  in
introductory  forensic
sc i ence  cou r ses ,
summer  camps,  and
museum  education
programs.  They  break
down  a  potential ly

overwhelming  subject
into  bite-sized,  hands-
on tasks. For example,
one  stat ion  might
require  participants  to
identify  different  types
of bloodstain patterns,
while  another  might
ask them to determine
the correct method for
lifting a fingerprint. The
answer key for such a
hunt provides not only
the correct choices but
a lso  the  rat ionale
behind them, making it
an invaluable reference
f o r  b o t h  s e l f -
assessment and group
discussion.

Common
Themes
in Crime
Scene
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Scavenge
r Hunts
While  each  hunt  is
unique,  most  share
common  themes  that
align  with  the  core
principles  of  forensic
investigation.  These
include:

Securing the
Scene: Tasks
that emphasize
the importance
of preventing
contamination
and ensuring
safety.
Documentation
: Exercises in
note-taking,
sketching, and
photographing
evidence in its
original position.
Evidence
Collection:
Hands-on
practice with

proper tools and
techniques for
gathering
different types of
evidence (e.g.,
fibers, DNA
swabs, tool
marks).
Chain of
Custody:
Understanding
how to maintain
a verifiable log
for every piece of
evidence.
Analysis and
Interpretation:
Basic reasoning
based on
observation,
such as deducing
the sequence of
events or
identifying
potential
suspects.

T h e  a n s w e r  k e y
typically elaborates on
each  of  these  areas,
offering  clear
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d
additional context that
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expands  the  learner's
understanding  beyond
simple  right-or-wrong
answers.

HOW TO USE THE
ANSWER KEY
EFFECTIVELY

Many participants view
the  answer  key  as  a
final check, but its true
value emerges when it
is  integrated  into  the
learn ing  process .
Below  are  severa l
strategies  for  making
the most of an intro to
c r i m e  s c e n e
invest igat ion  a
scavenger  hunt
answer  key .

Before
the Hunt:
Previewin

g for
Structure
If  the  answer  key  is
available  in  advance,
use  it  to  understand
t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e
activity.  Look  at  the
headings and the list of
ev idence  types  or
scenarios covered. This
preview  helps  you
mentally  prepare  and
f o c u s  o n  k e y
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d
procedures.  However,
avo id  reading  the
specific  answers
beforehand,  as  that
wou ld  de fea t  t he
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
d i s c o v e r y - b a s e d
learning.

During



6

6 Intro To Crime Scene Investigation A
Scavenger Hunt Answer Key

2023-06-12

the Hunt:
Using
Hints

Wisely
Some  ins t ruc to rs
design the answer key
with  tiered  hints.  For
example,  a  station
might have a question
such as: "Which type of
tape should be used to
lift  a  latent  fingerprint
f r o m  a  p o r o u s
surface?"  If  you  are
stuck,  the answer key
might  provide  a  clue
l i ke  "Th ink  about
a b s o r p t i o n  a n d
a d h e s i v e s . "  T h i s
approach  encourages
critical  thinking  while
offering  just  enough
guidance  to  keep  the
hunt  moving.  In  such
cases, the answer key
is  not  a  crutch  but  a

mentor.

After the
Hunt:
Deep
Dive into
Explanati
ons
The most powerful use
of  the  answer  key
comes after  you have
c o m p l e t e d  t h e
s c a v e n g e r  h u n t .
Compare your answers
wi th  the  prov ided
solutions.  For  each
item you missed, read
t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n
carefully. Ask yourself:
What  principle  did  I
overlook?  How  does
this  connect  to  real-
world  CSI  protocols?
This  reflective  practice
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transforms the answer
k e y  i n t o  a  m i n i -
textbook,  reinforcing
concepts  through
application  and  error
analysis.

SAMPLE
COMPONENTS OF
A CRIME SCENE
SCAVENGER HUNT
ANSWER KEY

To give you a concrete
idea  of  what  such  a
document  contains,
here  is  an  illustrative
breakdown  of  typical
sections  you  might
encounter  in  an intro
t o  c r i m e  s c e n e
invest igat ion  a
scavenger  hunt
answer  key .

Station 1:
Evidence

Identifica
tion
Task: Match each item
(e.g. ,  p last ic  bag,
p a p e r  b a g ,  g l a s s
container)  with  the
type  of  evidence  it
shou ld  be  used  to
collect.
A n s w e r  K e y
Explanation:  Paper
bags  are  idea l  for
biological  samples like
dried  blood  or  hair
because  they  allow
moisture to evaporate,
p revent ing  mo ld .
Plastic  bags  are  used
f o r  w e t  o r  l i q u i d
evidence  to  avoid
l e a k a g e .  G l a s s
containers  protect
volatile  substances
such  as  accelerants.
Understanding  these
distinctions  is  crucial
f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g
evidence  integrity.
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Station 2:
Crime
Scene
Sketching
Task: Given a diagram
with  measurements
and  objects,  create  a
rough sketch indicating
the  location  of  the
victim,  a  knife,  and a
broken window.
A n s w e r  K e y
Explanation: A proper
crime  scene  sketch
includes  a  compass
direction, a scale (e.g.,
1  inch  =  2  feet) ,  a
legend,  and  a  grid  or
b a s e l i n e
measurements.  The
drawn objects must be
proportional  to  each
other.  This  station
r e i n f o r c e s  t h e
importance  of  spatial
documentation,  which

is  often used in  court
to recreate the scene.

Station 3:
Chain of
Custody
Simulatio
n
Task: Fill in a chain-of-
custody  form  after
"collecting" a piece of
evidence from a table
and "transferring" it to
a partner.
A n s w e r  K e y
Explanation:  Every
entry must include the
date, time, description
of evidence, collector's
name,  purpose  o f
t r a n s f e r ,  a n d
signatures.  The  form
must  be  a  continuous
record  with  no  gaps.
This exercise highlights
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how even a minor error
in  documentation  can
m a k e  e v i d e n c e
inadmissible in court.

EDUCATIONAL
BENEFITS OF
USING A
SCAVENGER HUNT
ANSWER KEY IN
CSI TRAINING

The  integration  of  an
answer  key  in to  a
scavenger  hunt  model
offers  several
p e d a g o g i c a l
advantages  that  align
w i t h  m o d e r n
educational  theories,
especially  experiential
learning  and  inquiry-
based  instruction.

Active
Engagem

ent
Instead  of  passively
reading  about  crime
scene  procedures,
participants  actively
walk  through  them.
The answer key serves
a s  t h e  " e x p e r t
feedback"  that  guides
the learner from novice
to  more  advanced
understanding.  This
c y c l e  o f  a c t i o n ,
reflection,  and
correction  is  far  more
effective  than  rote
memorization.

Contextu
al
Learning
Abstract  concepts  like
"chain  of  custody"
become tangible when
you have to physically
sign a form and hand
off  a  mock  evidence
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bag.  The  answer  key
reinforces  why  each
step  matters,  creating
mental  anchors  that
help the learner recall
procedures later.

Collabora
tive
Problem-
Solving
Many scavenger hunts
are  done  in  teams.
After the hunt, groups
can use the answer key
to debate their choices.
For instance, one team
might have selected a
paper bag for a blood
swab,  while  another
chose  plast ic.  The
answer key settles the
debate  wi th  c lear
reasoning,  turning
disagreement  into  a
learning  moment.

Self-
Paced
Mastery
Because  the  answer
key  is  typically  self-
contained, learners can
revisit  stations  they
found challenging. This
flexibility
a c c o m m o d a t e s
different  learning
speeds  and  ensures
that  no  participant  is
left behind.

TIPS FOR
CREATING YOUR
OWN CRIME SCENE
SCAVENGER HUNT
AND ANSWER KEY

If you are an educator
or trainer, designing a
scavenger hunt with a
robust answer key can
b e  i n c r e d i b l y
rewarding.  Below  are
practical tips to ensure
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your  activity  is  both
fun  and  educationally
sound.

Start with1.
Clear Learning
Objectives:
Define what you
want participants
to learn, such as
proper evidence
handling or
documentation.
These objectives
will guide the
creation of each
station and the
depth of the
answer key
explanations.
Use Realistic2.
Scenarios: Base
your hunt on
plausible crime
scenarios (e.g.,
burglary, assault,
vandalism) to
maintain
authenticity. The
answer key
should reference
real-world
protocols from

agencies like the
FBI or National
Institute of
Justice.
Incorporate3.
Multiple
Evidence
Types: Include
tasks for physical
(fibers, firearms),
biological (DNA,
blood), and trace
(soil, glass)
evidence to
cover the
breadth of
forensic science.
Write4.
Explanations,
Not Just
Answers: For
every correct
response,
provide a short
paragraph
explaining the
"why." This
transforms the
answer key from
a simple check
into a teaching
tool.
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Test the Hunt5.
Yourself: Run
through the
scavenger hunt
as a participant.
Are the
instructions
clear? Do the
answer key
explanations
address common
mistakes? Revise
accordingly.
Include a6.
Glossary: Add a
short glossary of
key terms (e.g.,
"luminol,"
"Locard's
Exchange
Principle") at the
end of the
answer key to
support
vocabulary
building.

CONNECTING THE
SCAVENGER HUNT
TO REAL CRIME

SCENE
INVESTIGATION

While a scavenger hunt
is  a  simplified  model,
i t s  p r inc ip les  a re
directly transferable to
professional  forensic
work. For example, the
p r a c t i c e  o f
" t r i a n g u l a t i n g "
evidence locations in a
mock  scene  he lps
develop  the  spatial
reasoning  needed  to
later  testify  in  court.
The  answer  key  often
includes  references  to
landmark  cases  or
standard  operating
procedures,  bridging
the  gap  between  a
classroom  game  and
the serious discipline of
forensic science.
Moreover, the intro to
c r i m e  s c e n e
invest igat ion  a
scavenger  hunt
answer  key  often
includes  sections  on
common  pitfalls,  such
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as  the  risk  of  cross-
contamination  when
collecting  multiple
s a m p l e s  w i t h o u t
changing gloves. These
real-world  warnings
instill good habits early
on.  Participants  who
have internalized these
lessons  are  better
prepared for advanced
training or even entry-
level  positions  in  law
enforcement,  crime
l a b s ,  o r  p r i v a t e
investigation  firms.

CONCLUSION: THE
ANSWER KEY AS A
GATEWAY TO
FORENSIC
LITERACY

An  intro  to  crime
scene  investigation
a  scavenger  hunt
answer  key  is  far
more  than  a  l ist  of
correct responses. It is
a  r o a d m a p  f o r
understanding  the
systematic,  evidence-
b a s e d  n a t u r e  o f

m o d e r n  f o r e n s i c
invest igat ion .  By
engaging  with  such  a
resource,  learners  not
o n l y  t e s t  t h e i r
knowledge  but  also
deve lop  a  deeper
appreciation  for  the
precision  and  care
required  in  real-world
cr ime  scene  work.
Whether  you  are  a
student  stepping  into
the world of CSI for the
first  time  or  a  teacher
seeking  innovative
ways  to  inspire  your
class,  incorporating  a
w e l l - d e s i g n e d
scavenger hunt with a
comprehensive answer
key  can  transform  an
abstract subject into a
memorable,  hands-on
journey. So gather your
magni fy ing  glass,
review your notes, and
l e t  t h e  h u n t
begin—every clue is a
step toward mastering
the art and science of
investigation.


