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REDISCOVERING A
GEM: THE 1975
BBC ADAPTATION
OF ANNE OF
AVONLEA

Fo r  gene ra t i ons ,
readers  have fallen in
love with  the spirited,
imaginative  redhead
from  Prince  Edward
I s l a n d .  L . M .
Montgomery's Anne of
Green  Gables  and  its
sequels  have  inspired
numerous  sc reen
adaptat ions,  each
bringing its own flavour
to  the  beloved  story.
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
c h e r i s h e d ,  y e t
sometimes overlooked,

i s  t h e  1 9 7 5  B B C
miniseries  Anne  of
Avonlea.  While  the
i c o n i c  1 9 8 5  C B C
production  starring
Megan  Follows  often
dominates  popular
memory,  the  1975
version holds a special
place in the hearts  of
c lass ic  te lev is ion
e n t h u s i a s t s  a n d
Montgomery  purists.
T h i s  d e l i g h t f u l
adaptation  captures
the  qu ieter ,  more
intimate charm of  the
novel,  offering  a
distinct  and rewarding
viewing experience.  In
this  article,  we  will
delve into the history,
cast ,  themes,  and
enduring legacy of the
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Anne  of  Avonlea
1975  m in i se r ies ,
e x p l o r i n g  w h y  i t
remains  a  treasured
in te rp re ta t i on  o f
Montgomery's work.

The Birth
of a
British
Anne:
Backgrou
nd of the
1975
Productio
n
In the early 1970s, the
British  Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) had
a  strong  tradition  of

producing  l i terary
a d a p t a t i o n s  f o r
television.  Known  for
their  faithful,  period-
accurate approach, the
BBC  set  out  to  bring
Anne  of  Avonlea,  the
second  book  in  the
series,  to  the  small
screen. Unlike the later
Canadian  productions
that would embrace a
sweeping,  romantic
vision of the landscape,
the Anne of Avonlea
1975  m i n i s e r i e s
a d o p t e d  a  m o r e
subdued,  kitchen-sink
r e a l i s m  t h a t  w a s
characteristic of British
television  of  the  era.
The  series  was  filmed
i n  s i x  h a l f - h o u r
episodes,  air ing  in
1975  on  BBC  One.  It
covered the events of
the  novel,  following
Anne  Shirley  as  she
becomes a teacher  at
A v o n l e a  s c h o o l ,
n a v i g a t e s  n e w
f r i e n d s h i p s ,  a n d
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e n c o u n t e r s  t h e
i r a s c i b l e  b u t
f a s c i n a t i n g  M r .
H a r r i s o n .  T h e
production was helmed
by director Joan Craft,
a  s e a s o n e d  B B C
d i r e c t o r  w h o
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e
nuances  of  per iod
drama.

Cast and
Character
s: A Fresh
Interpreta
tion
The  success  of  any
adaptation  hinges  on
its  casting,  and  Anne
of  Avonlea  1975
offered  a  refreshingly
different  take  on  the
beloved  protagonist.
The role  of  Anne was
p l a y e d  b y  K i m

Braden ,  a  Br i t i sh
actress  known for  her
expressive  eyes  and
gentle  demeanour.
Braden's  Anne  is  less
overtly  fiery  than  later
port raya ls ;  she  is
earnest,  thoughtful,
and  brimming  with
intellectual  curiosity.
Her  interpretation
emphasizes  Anne's
growth from a dreamy
c h i l d  i n t o  a
responsible,  yet  still
imaginative,  young
woman.  This  aligns
perfect ly  with  the
novel,  where  Anne  in
Avonlea  is  navigating
the  transition  from
a d o l e s c e n c e  t o
adulthood.  Braden's
p e r f o r m a n c e  i s
u n d e r s t a t e d  a n d
heartfelt,  making  her
A n n e  f e e l  b o t h
r e l a t a b l e  a n d
wonderfully unique.
S u p p o r t i n g  c a s t
members  brought
depth  to  the  familiar
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characters.  Anthony
Forrest played Gilbert
Blythe  with  a  quiet
sincerity, capturing the
respectful  friendship
that  slowly  blossoms
into  romance.  The
C u t h b e r t s  w e r e
portrayed  by  Simon
Gipps-Kent  as  an
older,  more  fragile
M a t t h e w ,  a n d
Madoline Thomas  as
a slightly softer Marilla,
though  still  with  her
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
sternness.  The  cast
also included Barbara
Lott  as  the  gossipy
Rache l  Lynde  and
Charles  Kay  as  the
eccentric Mr. Harrison,
whose comedic  timing
added lightness to the
ser ies.  Each  actor
brought  a  dist inct
Br i t i sh  theatr ica l
sensibility to the roles,
creating  a  tone  that
feels both authentic to
t h e  p e r i o d  a n d
artistically coherent.

Plot
Summary
: Anne
Steps
into
Adulthoo
d
T h e  m i n i s e r i e s
faithfully  adapts  the
novel Anne of Avonlea,
beginning  with  Anne
preparing  to  leave
Green Gables to teach
at the Avonlea school.
The  narrative  weaves
together  several  key
threads:

Anne's
Teaching
Career: Anne
faces the
challenge of
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winning over her
students,
including the
mischievous
Anthony Pye. Her
innovative
methods and
empathetic
approach slowly
earn her respect.
The Arrival of
Mr. Harrison: A
new neighbour
with a sharp
tongue and a
parrot, Mr.
Harrison provides
comic relief and
becomes an
unlikely friend.
The Story Club
and Diana:
Anne and her
friend Diana
Barry start a
story club,
encouraging the
local children's
creativity. This
subplot
highlights Anne's
nurturing side.

Gilbert's
Return: Gilbert
has been
teaching at
White Sands
School but later
returns to
Avonlea. His
friendship with
Anne deepens,
though romantic
tension remains
subtle and
unresolved, as in
the book.
Matthew's
Health: A
shadow hangs
over Green
Gables as
Matthew's health
declines, a
poignant
reminder of the
passage of time.
New
Characters: The
story introduces
the delightful but
dysfunctional
Lavendar Lewis
and the orphan
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twins Dora and
Davy, who bring
chaos and joy to
Marilla's life.

The Anne of Avonlea
1975  m i n i s e r i e s
maintains  a  gentle
pace, allowing viewers
to savour the details of
daily life in Avonlea. It
does  not  rush  the
emot iona l  bea ts ,
instead  letting  the
relationships  develop
n a t u r a l l y .  T h e
adaptation omits some
subplots for time, but it
r e t a i n s  t h e  c o r e
essence  of  Anne's
journey:  learning  to
b a l a n c e  h e r
imag ina t i on  w i th
responsibil ity.

Themes
and Tone:

A More
Intimate
Avonlea
O n e  o f  t h e
distinguishing  features
o f  t h e  A n n e  o f
A v o n l e a  1 9 7 5
a d a p t a t i o n  i s  i t s
thematic  focus.  While
later  versions  often
e m p h a s i z e  t h e
romance  between
Anne and Gilbert,  this
1975  series  places
greater  weight  on
Anne's personal growth
and  her  relationships
with  the  community.
Themes  of  education,
imagination,  and  the
bittersweet  nature  of
change  are  woven
t h r o u g h o u t .  T h e
production  captures
the novel's exploration
of  what  it  means  to
grow up without losing
one's sense of wonder.
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The  BBC's  restrained,
c h a r a c t e r - d r i v e n
approach allows these
themes  to  breathe.
Viewers are invited to
reflect  on  the  quiet
m o m e n t s :  A n n e
reading  poetry  to  her
students,  the  gentle
b a n t e r  w i t h  M r .
H a r r i s o n ,  o r  t h e
p o i g n a n t  s c e n e s
between  Marilla  and
Matthew. This intimacy
makes  the  adaptation
feel like a window into
a real, lived-in world.

Productio
n Design
and
Cinemato
graphy
Filmed  on  location  in
t h e  E n g l i s h
countryside, the Anne

of  Avonlea  1975
benefits from the BBC's
meticulous attention to
per iod  detai l .  The
costumes,  sets,  and
props  evoke  the  late
19th  century  wi th
authenticity.  However,
it is important to note
that  the  series  was
shot  on  videotape,
giving  it  a  distinctive,
slightly  soft-focus  look
characteristic of 1970s
te lev i s i on .  Some
modern  viewers  may
find  the  production
values  less  lush  than
later  film  adaptations,
but  the  simplicity  has
its  own  charm.  The
l a c k  o f  g l o s s y
cinematography places
emphasis on the actors
and  the  script.  The
landscapes,  while  not
the  ac tua l  P r ince
Edward Island, evoke a
similar pastoral beauty,
with  rolling  hills  and
quaint villages that feel
l i ke  Avon lea .  The
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intimate  settings—the
cozy kitchen at  Green
G a b l e s ,  t h e
schoo lhouse ,  Mr .
Harrison's  cluttered
home—are all rendered
with warmth.

Critical
Reception
and
Legacy
Upon  its  release  in
1975,  the  miniseries
was  well-received  by
British audiences,  who
appreciated its faithful
adaptation  and  strong
performances.  Critics
praised  Kim  Braden's
nuanced  portrayal  of
Anne, with some noting
that  her  interpretation
brought a new depth to
t h e  c h a r a c t e r .
However,  because  it
was a BBC production

primarily  aired  in  the
UK and Commonwealth
countries,  it  did  not
ach ieve  the  same
international  fame  as
later adaptations. Over
t ime,  the  Anne  of
Avonlea  1975  has
b e c o m e  a  c u l t
favourite  among  fans
o f  c l ass i c  B r i t i sh
t e l e v i s i o n  a n d
M o n t g o m e r y
enthusiasts. It  is often
compared  favourably
to the 1985 CBC series,
with  many  viewers
arguing that the 1975
version is more true to
the  nove l ' s  t one ,
particularly its quieter,
more  introspective
moments.
The  legacy  of  th is
adaptation is also tied
to  its  scarcity.  For
decades, it was difficult
to find; only a few VHS
copies  existed,  and  it
was rarely rebroadcast.
I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,
h o w e v e r ,  t h e
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miniseries  has  been
released on DVD and is
avai lable  on  some
streaming  platforms,
a l l o w i n g  a  n e w
generation to discover
it. This resurgence has
sparked  renewed
i n t e r e s t  a n d
appreciation  for  Kim
Braden's  performance
a n d  t h e  B B C ' s
thoughtful approach.

How It
Compare
s to Other
Anne
Adaptatio
ns
For context, it is helpful
to consider how Anne
of  Avonlea  1975  fits
i n t o  t h e  b r o a d e r

landscape  of  Anne
Shirley on screen. The
m o s t  f a m o u s
adaptation remains the
1985  Anne  of  Green
Gables  miniser ies
s t a r r i n g  M e g a n
Follows, which focused
primarily  on  the  first
b o o k  a n d  t h e n
continued with Anne of
Avonlea  as  a  sequel.
That  production  is
b e l o v e d  f o r  i t s
emot ional  sweep,
s t u n n i n g
cinematography,  and
the chemistry between
Megan  Follows  and
Jonathan  Crombie.  In
contrast,  the Anne of
Avonlea  1975  is  a
more modest, intimate
affair.  It  does  not  have
the  budget  for  grand
v i s u a l s ,  b u t  i t
compensates  with  a
precise,  literary  feel.
A n o t h e r  n o t a b l e
adaptation is the 1972
Anne of  Green Gables
BBC  miniseries,  which
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actually  preceded  the
1975  vers ion  and
covered  the  first  book.
That  series,  starring
Barbara Hamilton, also
has  its  devotees.  The
1975 Anne of Avonlea
can be seen as a direct
sequel to that, though
with  a  different
actress. The continuity
of  style  between  the
two  BBC  productions
m a k e s  t h e m  a
cohes ive  v iew ing
experience  for  those
who  enjoy  the  British
in te rp re ta t i on  o f
Montgomery's world.

Why
Watch
the 1975
Version

Today?
I n  an  e ra  o f  h igh -
definition,  blockbuster-
style  productions,  the
Anne  of  Avonlea
1975 may seem like a
quiet relic.  Yet that is
precisely its strength. It
offers  a  slower,  more
c o n t e m p l a t i v e
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t
r e w a r d s  p a t i e n t
viewers. For those who
have  only  seen  the
1985 version, watching
the  1975  adaptation
provides  a  fascinating
a l t e r n a t i v e
perspec t i ve .  K im
Braden's  Anne  is  less
theatrical  but  no  less
captivating;  her  joy in
simple  things,  her
earnest  struggles  with
temper,  and her  deep
affection  for  Avonlea
all  shine through.  The
series  also  highlights
t h e m e s  t h a t  a r e
s o m e t i m e s
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overshadowed  by  the
romance plot,  such as
the  importance  of
c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e
challenges of teaching,
and  the  poignancy  of
g r o w i n g  o l d e r .
Additionally,  fans  of
c l a s s i c  B r i t i s h
t e l e v i s i o n  w i l l
appreciate  the  period
acting  style  and  the
production's  historical
value as a BBC literary
adaptation  from  the
1970s.

Conclusio
n: A
Timeless
Treasure
for

Avonlea
Lovers
The Anne of Avonlea
1975  m i n i s e r i e s
remains  a  lovingly
crafted adaptation that
captures  the  heart  of
L.M.  Montgomery's
n o v e l .  W i t h  K i m
Braden's  memorable
performance, a faithful
script,  and  the  BBC's
hallmark  attention  to
character,  this  version
offers a unique window
into  Anne's  young
adulthood.  It  may  not
have the epic sweep of
later  productions,  but
its  quiet  charm  and
emotional  honesty
have earned it a lasting
place among the best
adaptations  of  the
Anne  s to r ies .  Fo r
anyone  seeking  to
experience  a  gentler,
m o r e  l i t e r a r y
Avonlea—one  that
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feels like stepping into
a cherished book—the
1975 BBC adaptation is
a true gem waiting to
be  red i scovered .
Whether  you  are  a

longtime  Montgomery
fan or a newcomer to
the  world  of  Green
Gables,  this  timeless
series  is  well  worth
your  time.


