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UNDERSTANDING
THE BLUMBERG
SUBLEASE
AGREEMENT: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
FOR TENANTS AND
SUBLESSORS

N a v i g a t i n g  t h e
complexities of leasing
p r o p e r t y  c a n  b e
challenging,  especially
when  circumstances
change  mid-lease.
Whether  you  need  to
relocate  for  a  job,
d o w n s i z e  y o u r
workspace,  or  study
abroad, a sublease can
provide  a  practical
solution.  One  of  the
most trusted resources

for  creating  a  legally
sound sublease in New
York is the Blumberg
S u b l e a s e
Agreement.  Known
for  its  legal  precision
a n d  w i d e s p r e a d
a c c e p t a n c e ,  t h e
Blumberg  form  has
become  a  standard
tool  for  tenants  and
property  owners  alike.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
everything you need to
k n o w  a b o u t  t h e
Blumberg  Sublease
Agreement,  including
its  key  provisions,
benefits,  common
pitfalls,  and  how  it
compares  to  other
leasing  documents.
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What Is a
Blumberg
Sublease
Agreeme
nt?
A  Blumberg  Sublease
Agreement  is  a  pre-
pr inted  legal  form
published by Blumberg
Excelsior,  one  of  the
m o s t  r e s p e c t e d
providers  of  legal  and
real  estate  forms  in
New  York  State.  This
document  is  designed
to facilitate the process
o f  s u b l e a s i n g
r e s i d e n t i a l  o r
commercial  property
f r o m  a n  e x i s t i n g
t e n a n t .  U n l i k e  a
standard  lease,  which
establishes  a  direct
l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a

sublease  creates  a
t e m p o r a r y
arrangement  where
the original tenant (the
sublessor)  rents  all  or
part of the premises to
a  th i rd  par ty  ( the
sublessee).
T h e  B l u m b e r g
Sublease Agreement
is  particularly  valued
because it incorporates
key  legal  protections
required  under  New
York law. It is carefully
drafted  to  address
common issues such as
rent payment, security
deposits,  maintenance
responsibilities,  and
the  duration  of  the
s u b l e a s e .  M a n y
landlords  and  tenants
across  New York trust
this  form  because  it
balances  the  interests
of  all  parties  involved
w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g
compliant  with  local
regulations.
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Key
Compone
nts of the
Blumberg
Sublease
Agreeme
nt
To fully understand the
value of this document,
it is helpful to examine
its  essential  sections.
While  the  specific
l a y o u t  m a y  v a r y
slightly  depending  on
the  ed i t i on ,  most
Blumberg  Sublease
Agreements  include
t h e  f o l l o w i n g
components:

Parties and
Premises: This
section identifies

the sublessor
(original tenant)
and sublessee
(new occupant),
along with a
clear description
of the property
being subleased.
Term of
Sublease: The
exact start and
end dates of the
sublease are
specified here.
Importantly, the
sublease cannot
extend beyond
the original lease
term unless the
landlord provides
written consent.
Rent and
Payment
Terms: Details
regarding
monthly rent,
due dates, late
fees, and
acceptable
payment
methods are
outlined. The
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sublessee
typically pays
rent directly to
the sublessor,
who remains
responsible for
paying the
landlord.
Security
Deposit: This
clause addresses
the amount of
the security
deposit held by
the sublessor
and the
conditions under
which it may be
returned or
withheld.
Use of
Premises:
Restrictions on
how the property
may be used,
including
prohibitions on
illegal activities,
subletting
further, or
making
alterations

without
permission.
Maintenance
and Repairs:
Responsibilities
for repairs and
routine
maintenance are
divided between
the sublessor
and sublessee,
often mirroring
the obligations in
the original
lease.
Default and
Termination:
This section
defines what
constitutes a
default (e.g.,
non-payment of
rent) and
outlines the
remedies
available to both
parties, including
eviction
procedures.
Landlord
Consent: Most
Blumberg forms
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include a space
for the landlord
to sign,
confirming their
approval of the
sublease
arrangement.

Why
Choose a
Blumberg
Sublease
Agreeme
nt?
There  are  numerous
reasons  why  tenants
a n d  r e a l  e s t a t e
professionals  turn  to
t h e  B l u m b e r g
Sublease Agreement
rather  than drafting  a
custom  contract  from
scratch. Here are some
of the most compelling

advantages:

Legal1.
Compliance:
Blumberg forms
are drafted by
legal
professionals
who understand
New York real
estate law. Using
this form reduces
the risk of
including
unenforceable or
illegal clauses.
Clarity and2.
Standardizatio
n: The uniform
structure of the
agreement
makes it easy for
all parties to
understand their
rights and
obligations. This
clarity helps
prevent disputes
down the road.
Time3.
Efficiency:
Instead of
researching
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lease law and
writing provisions
from scratch, you
can complete the
Blumberg form
quickly by filling
in the blanks.
This saves
significant time
and effort.
Widespread4.
Recognition:
Courts, landlords,
and real estate
attorneys in New
York are familiar
with Blumberg
forms. This
familiarity can
expedite the
approval process
and reduce
pushback from
concerned
parties.
Protection for5.
All Parties: The
agreement is
designed to be
fair and
balanced,
protecting the

sublessor from
liability while
also
safeguarding the
sublessee from
arbitrary
treatment.

The
Importan
ce of
Landlord
Consent
One of the most critical
a s p e c t s  o f  a n y
sublease  is  obtaining
permission  from  the
original  landlord.  Most
s t a n d a r d  l e a s e s
contain  a  clause  that
prohibits  subletting
without  the  landlord's
written  consent.  The
Blumberg  Sublease
Agreement addresses
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th i s  requ i rement
directly by including a
section  for  landlord
approval.
Fa i l i ng  t o  secu re
landlord  consent  can
h a v e  s e r i o u s
consequences.  If  a
tenant  sub leases
without permission, the
landlord  may  consider
this  a  breach  of  the
or ig inal  lease  and
pursue eviction of both
the original tenant and
the sublessee. By using
the Blumberg form and
ensur ing  that  the
landlord  signs  off,  you
protect  yourself  from
t h e s e  r i s k s  a n d
maintain a transparent,
l e g a l l y  s o u n d
arrangement.

How to
Complete

a
Blumberg
Sublease
Agreeme
nt
Filling out a Blumberg
Sublease Agreement is
straightforward,  but
attention  to  detail  is
essential.  Follow these
s t e p s  t o  e n s u r e
a c c u r a c y  a n d
completeness:

Step 1: Obtain
the Correct
Form. Blumberg
produces
different forms
for different
situations. Make
sure you select
the version that
matches your
property type
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(residential or
commercial) and
jurisdiction.
Step 2: Gather
Information.
Have the original
lease on hand,
along with
contact details
for all parties and
any relevant
correspondence
with the landlord.
Step 3:
Complete All
Blanks. Fill in
every field, even
if some sections
seem self-
explanatory.
Incomplete forms
can lead to
ambiguity and
legal challenges.
Step 4: Review
the Original
Lease. Ensure
that the terms of
your sublease do
not conflict with
provisions in the
original lease,

especially
regarding rent,
pets, alterations,
and guest
policies.
Step 5: Obtain
Signatures. The
sublessor,
sublessee, and
landlord (if
required) must
all sign and date
the agreement.
Keep copies for
your records.

Common
Mistakes
to Avoid
Even  with  a  reliable
f o r m  l i k e  t h e
Blumberg  Sublease
Agreement,  mistakes
can  happen.  Being
a w a r e  o f  t h e s e
common  pitfalls  will
help you navigate the
process smoothly:
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Neglecting to
Verify
Insurance: The
sublessee should
obtain renter's
insurance to
cover their
personal
property and
liability. The
original tenant
should check
that their own
insurance policy
does not lapse
due to the
sublease.
Omitting a
Move-In
Inspection:
Without a
documented
inspection of the
property's
condition,
disputes over
damages and
security deposits
are far more
likely. Use a
checklist or
photograph the

unit before the
sublessee moves
in.
Ignoring Rent
Collection
Logistics:
Clarify how and
when rent will be
paid. If the
sublessee pays
late, the original
tenant is still
responsible to
the landlord.
Consider setting
up an automatic
payment system.
Failing to
Communicate
with the
Landlord: Keep
the landlord
informed
throughout the
process. Many
landlords
appreciate being
notified even if
they are not
required to
consent under
the original
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lease.
Using an
Outdated
Form: Laws
change over
time. Always use
the most current
version of the
Blumberg
Sublease
Agreement to
ensure
compliance with
recent legal
updates.

Blumberg
Sublease
Agreeme
nt vs.
Roommat
e

Agreeme
nt
I t  i s  impor tan t  to
distinguish  between  a
s u b l e a s e  a n d  a
roommate  agreement,
as  they  serve  different
purposes. A Blumberg
Sublease Agreement
i s  u s e d  w h e n  t h e
o r i g i n a l  t e n a n t
temporarily  vacates
the  p remises  and
transfers their rights to
a  new  occupant.  In
contrast,  a  roommate
agreement  is  used
when multiple  tenants
share  a  unit  under  a
single lease, with each
having equal  rights to
occupy the space.
If  you  plan  to  remain
living in the apartment
while  someone  else
r e n t s  a  r o o m ,  a
roommate  agreement
m a y  b e  m o r e
appropriate.  However,
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if  you are leaving the
property entirely for a
set period, a sublease
is  the  correct  choice.
Blumberg  produces
f o r m s  f o r  b o t h
scenarios,  so  choose
the one that aligns with
your specific situation.

Legal
Considera
tions
Under
New York
Law
New  York  has  specific
l a w s  g o v e r n i n g
subleases,  and  the
Blumberg  Sublease
A g r e e m e n t  i s
designed  to  comply
with these regulations.
Under  New  York  Real

Property Law, a tenant
m a y  s u b l e t  t h e i r
apartment  with  the
landlord's  consent,
w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e
unreasonably withheld.
If  a  landlord  denies  a
sub lease  request
without a valid reason,
the  tenant  may  have
legal recourse.
Additionally,  rent-
stabilized  and  rent-
controlled  units  have
additional  protections.
In many cases, tenants
i n  r e g u l a t e d
apartments  have  the
right to sublet for up to
two years within a four-
year  period,  provided
they  fol low  proper
p r o c e d u r e s .  T h e
Blumberg  form  helps
tenants navigate these
comp lex  ru les  by
including  relevant
d i s c l o s u r e s  a n d
consent  provisions.
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Practical
Tips for
Sublessor

s
If  you are the original
tenant  look ing  to
s u b l e a s e  y o u r
apartment, keep these
practical tips in mind to
protect your interests:

Screen Your
Sublessee
Thoroughly.
Check
references,
credit history,
and income
stability.
Remember, you
remain liable for
the property
even after you
move out.
Document
Everything.
Save copies of

the signed
sublease,
correspondence
with the landlord,
and any
inspection
reports. This
documentation
will be invaluable
if disputes arise.
Stay in Touch.
Maintain open
communication
with both the
sublessee and
the landlord. A
quick check-in
every month can
prevent small
issues from
escalating.
Plan for the
End of the
Sublease.
Decide in
advance what
happens when
the sublease
term ends. Will
you return to the
property, renew
the sublease, or
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terminate the
original lease?
Have a clear plan
in writing.

Practical
Tips for
Sublesse
es
If  you  are  renting  a
subleased  apartment,
y o u r  r i g h t s  a n d
responsibilities  are
different  from  those  of
a  typical  tenant.  Here
i s  h o w  t o  p r o t e c t
yourself:

Read the
Original Lease.
Ask to see the
original lease so
you understand
the rules that
apply to the
property. You are
bound by these

terms even
though you
signed a
sublease.
Get Everything
in Writing.
Verbal promises
from the
sublessor are not
enforceable.
Ensure that all
agreements
about rent,
utilities, and
move-in dates
are included in
the written
sublease.
Communicate
with the
Landlord. If
possible,
introduce
yourself to the
landlord and
confirm that they
have approved
the sublease.
This helps avoid
confusion later.
Know Your
Rights. In many
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jurisdictions,
sublessees have
similar
protections
against eviction
as standard
tenants.
Familiarize
yourself with
local tenant
rights laws.

When to
Consult
an
Attorney
While  the  Blumberg
Sublease Agreement
is  designed  for  easy
use  by  non-lawyers,
there  are  situations
where  professional
l e g a l  a d v i c e  i s
advisable.  Consider
consulting a real estate
attorney if:

The property is
rent-stabilized or
rent-controlled.
The original
lease contains
unusual or
restrictive
clauses.
You are
subleasing
commercial
property, which
involves more
complex liability
issues.
There is an
existing dispute
with the landlord
or another
tenant.
You are unsure
about how to
complete a
specific section
of the form.

Conclusio
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n
T h e  B l u m b e r g
Sublease Agreement
remains  one  of  the
most  re l iab le  and
widely  used  tools  for
subleasing  property  in
N e w  Y o r k .  I t s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
s t r u c t u r e ,  l e g a l
compliance,  and  ease
o f  u s e  m a k e  i t  a n
excellent  choice  for
tenants  who  need  to
temporarily  transfer
their lease obligations.
By  understanding  the
key components of this
agreement,  obtaining
p r o p e r  l a n d l o r d
consent,  and  avoiding
common  mistakes,

both  sublessors  and
sublessees can enjoy a
smooth  and  legally
sound  arrangement.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
leaving town for a few
months or simply need
to  share  your  space,
the Blumberg Sublease
Agreement  provides
t h e  c l a r i t y  a n d
protection you need to
p r o c e e d  w i t h
confidence.  Always
remember  to  read
every clause carefully,
communicate  openly
with  all  parties,  and
k e e p  t h o r o u g h
documentation  of  the
entire  process.  With
the right preparation, a
sublease  can  be  a
positive


