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UNDERSTANDING THE WHITE QUEEN FAMILY TREE: A
JOURNEY THROUGH THE WARS OF THE ROSES

The story of The White Queen family tree is one of the most
captivating and complex genealogies in English history.
Popularised by Philippa Gregory's bestselling novel and the
subsequent BBC television series, this family tree weaves
together the fates of the House of York, the Woodville family, and
the eventual rise of the Tudor dynasty. To truly understand the
intrigue, betrayal, and romance of the Wars of the Roses, one
must first untangle the branches of The White Queen family
tree and see how each marriage, birth, and death shifted the
balance of power in medieval England.

At the heart of this narrative is Elizabeth Woodville, the woman
known as the White Queen. Her ascent from a relatively minor
noblewoman to the Queen consort of King Edward IV is a story of
ambition, beauty, and resilience. But Elizabeth was not alone in
her journey. Her family, the Woodvilles, rose rapidly to
prominence, creating alliances and enemies in equal measure.
Meanwhile, the Yorkist kings and their Lancastrian rivals waged a

bloody civil war that would ultimately reshape the royal lineage.
By exploring The White Queen family tree, we gain a clearer
picture of how the crown passed from York to Tudor, and how one
family's legacy influenced the course of an entire nation.

THE CENTRAL FIGURE: ELIZABETH WOODVILLE, THE
WHITE QUEEN

Elizabeth Woodville was born around 1437 to Sir Richard
Woodville and Jacquetta of Luxembourg. Her mother, Jacquetta,
was a woman of extraordinary lineage, being the niece of the
Holy Roman Emperor and the widow of John of Lancaster, Duke of
Bedford. This connection gave Elizabeth a powerful, if
controversial, status. When Elizabeth married King Edward IV in a
secret ceremony in 1464, she became the first commoner to
marry an English king since the Norman Conquest. This union
sent shockwaves through the court and placed The White
Queen family tree at the very centre of political life.

Elizabeth's role as the White Queen was not merely symbolic. She
was a shrewd political operator who secured advantageous
marriages for her many siblings and children. Her family's rapid
rise created deep resentment among the established nobility,
particularly Richard Neville, the Earl of Warwick, who had
orchestrated Edward's rise to power. This tension is a key theme
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in understanding The White Queen family tree, as the
Woodville influence directly contributed to the fracturing of the
Yorkist alliance.

Jacquetta of Luxembourg:
The Matriarch

No exploration of The White Queen family tree is complete
without acknowledging Jacquetta of Luxembourg. As Elizabeth's
mother, Jacquetta was a woman of immense intelligence and
mystery. She was accused of witchcraft by her enemies, a charge
that would later be levelled against her daughter. Jacquetta's
background in European royalty gave the Woodville family a
veneer of continental sophistication, but it also made them
targets for those who saw them as upstarts. Her marriage to Sir
Richard Woodville was a love match, and together they had a
large family that would become the backbone of The White
Queen family tree.

THE HOUSE OF YORK: KINGS, PRINCES, AND
PRETENDERS

The Yorkist branch of The White Queen family tree is
dominated by the figure of King Edward IV. Edward was a
charismatic and capable king who seized the throne from the
Lancastrian Henry VI. His marriage to Elizabeth Woodville
produced several children, including the ill-fated Princes in the
Tower and the future queen of England, Elizabeth of York.

Understanding the Yorkist line is essential for anyone studying
The White Queen family tree, because it is through this line
that the Tudor claim to the throne was ultimately legitimised.

Edward IV: The King Who
Married for Love

Edward IV was the first Yorkist king, and his reign was marked by
both brilliant military victories and deep personal conflicts. His
secret marriage to Elizabeth Woodville was a gambler's move
that paid off in some ways but cost him dearly in others. Edward's
decision to elevate the Woodville family alienated his most
powerful ally, the Earl of Warwick, who eventually defected to the
Lancastrian cause. Edward's children with Elizabeth form the next
generation of The White Queen family tree, and their fates are
among the most tragic in English history.

The Princes in the Tower:
Edward V and Richard of
Shrewsbury

Among the most poignant figures in The White Queen family
tree are the two young sons of Edward IV and Elizabeth
Woodville. Edward V, aged just twelve, and his younger brother
Richard of Shrewsbury, Duke of York, were placed in the Tower of
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London by their uncle, Richard Ill, and subsequently disappeared.
Their fate remains one of history's greatest mysteries. Their
disappearance effectively ended the direct Yorkist line and paved
the way for Richard lll's brief reign. The mystery of the princes
adds a layer of tragedy to The White Queen family tree that
continues to fascinate historians and novelists alike.

Elizabeth of York: The
Bridge Between Houses

Elizabeth of York, the eldest daughter of Edward IV and Elizabeth
Woodville, is perhaps the most important figure in The White
Queen family tree after her mother. She was married to Henry
Tudor, the Lancastrian claimant who became King Henry VII after
defeating Richard Ill at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485. This
marriage united the houses of York and Lancaster, creating the
Tudor dynasty and ending the Wars of the Roses. Through
Elizabeth of York, The White Queen family tree connects
directly to every English monarch from Henry VIl to the present
day.

THE WOODVILLE SIBLINGS: A NETWORK OF POWER
AND AMBITION

Elizabeth Woodville was the eldest of a large family, and her
siblings played crucial roles in the drama of the Wars of the
Roses. The Woodvilles were known for their ambition, and
Elizabeth worked tirelessly to secure advantageous marriages

and positions for her brothers and sisters. This network of
alliances is a defining feature of The White Queen family tree,
as it demonstrates how the family extended its influence across
the nobility.

e Anthony Woodyville, Earl Rivers - Elizabeth's beloved
brother, Anthony was a scholar, a knight, and a trusted
advisor to Edward IV. After Edward's death, he was
executed by Richard Ill, a move that deepened the rift in
The White Queen family tree.

e Richard Woodville, 3rd Earl Rivers - Another brother
who rose to prominence, Richard continued the Woodville
legacy but never achieved the same influence as Anthony.

e Margaret Woodyville - Elizabeth's sister, who married
Thomas FitzAlan, 17th Earl of Arundel, linking The White
Queen family tree to one of the oldest noble families in
England.

e Lionel Woodville - A clergyman who became Bishop of
Salisbury, demonstrating the family's reach into the
Church.

e Edward Woodyville - A knight and adventurer who fought
in the Wars of the Roses and later died in Brittany.

e Mary Woodville - Another sister who married William
Herbert, 2nd Earl of Pembroke, further extending the
Woodville network.

The sheer number of Woodville siblings and their strategic
marriages illustrate how Elizabeth built a power bloc that
threatened the established nobility. This is a crucial aspect of



The White Queen family tree, as it explains much of the
hostility directed toward the family.

RICHARD IlI: THE VILLAIN OR THE VICTIM?

No discussion of The White Queen family tree is complete
without considering Richard Ill. As the brother of Edward 1V,
Richard was a key figure in the Yorkist regime. After Edward's
death, Richard took the throne for himself, claiming that Edward's
marriage to Elizabeth Woodville was invalid and that her children
were illegitimate. This act set him directly against The White
Queen family tree and led to the disappearance of the Princes
in the Tower.

Richard's relationship with the Woodville family was fraught with
tension. He viewed them as greedy upstarts who were corrupting
the court. In turn, Elizabeth Woodville saw Richard as a usurper
who had stolen her sons' birthright. The conflict between Richard
[l and the Woodvilles is a central theme in understanding The
White Queen family tree, and it is a story that has been told
and retold in countless books, plays, and films.

THE LANCASTRIAN AND TUDOR CONNECTIONS

The Lancastrian side of The White Queen family tree is
represented primarily by Henry Tudor, who became King Henry
VII. Henry's claim to the throne was tenuous at best, derived from
his mother, Margaret Beaufort, who was a descendant of John of
Gaunt, the founder of the House of Lancaster. By marrying
Elizabeth of York, Henry Tudor brought together the two warring
houses, and their children became the first Tudor monarchs.

Margaret Beaufort herself is a fascinating figure in The White
Queen family tree. She was a devout and determined woman
who spent her entire life working to secure the throne for her son.
Her rivalry and eventual alliance with Elizabeth Woodville is a
compelling subplot of the Wars of the Roses. Together, these two
women shaped the future of the English monarchy through their
children.

How Henry VIl Legitimised
His Claim

Henry VIl was acutely aware that his claim to the throne was
weak. By marrying Elizabeth of York, he gained the support of
Yorkist loyalists and united The White Queen family tree with
his own Lancastrian lineage. He also took great care to suppress
any remaining Yorkist pretenders, such as Lambert Simnel and
Perkin Warbeck, who claimed to be one of the missing princes.
Henry's success in securing his dynasty is a testament to his
political skill, and it underscores the importance of The White
Queen family tree in legitimising the Tudor claim.

THE LEGACY OF THE WHITE QUEEN FAMILY TREE

The influence of The White Queen family tree extends far
beyond the fifteenth century. Through Elizabeth of York, every
English monarch from Henry VIl to King Charles lll descends
directly from Elizabeth Woodville and Edward IV. The Tudor
dynasty itself, which ruled England for over a century, was
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founded on the union of York and Lancaster that this family tree
represents.

Moreover, the story of The White Queen family tree has
inspired countless works of literature, drama, and historical
scholarship. Philippa Gregory's novels have brought these figures
to life for a modern audience, and the television adaptations have
made the Wars of the Roses accessible to millions. The family
tree continues to be a subject of intense study and fascination, as
historians debate the fates of the princes, the motivations of
Richard I, and the true character of Elizabeth Wooduville.

The Children of Henry VI
and Elizabeth of York

The union of Henry VIl and Elizabeth of York produced several
children, each of whom played a role in the unfolding story of the
Tudor dynasty. Their eldest son, Arthur, died young, leaving the
throne to his younger brother, Henry VIII. Their daughter,

Margaret Tudor, married James IV of Scotland, linking The White
Queen family tree to the Scottish royal line and ultimately to
the union of the crowns in 1603. Another daughter, Mary Tudor,
married Louis XlIl of France and later Charles Brandon, Duke of
Suffolk, creating a branch that would eventually produce Lady
Jane Grey.

Through these children, The White Queen family tree spread
across Europe, influencing the royal houses of Scotland, France,
and beyond. The seeds planted by the marriage of Elizabeth
Woodville and Edward IV bore fruit for generations, shaping the
political landscape of the British Isles and Europe.

KEY FIGURES SUMMARISED

To help readers navigate The White Queen family tree, here is
a summary of the most important individuals and their
relationships:

e Elizabeth Woodville (The White Queen) - Wife of
Edward IV, mother of the Princes in the Tower and Elizabeth
of York



