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INTRODUCTION TO
HERE COMES THE
BRIDE CHORDS

The moment the bride
begins  her  walk  down
the  aisle,  a  familiar
melody  fills  the  air  –
R ichard  Wagner ’s
"Bridal Chorus," better
k n o w n  a s  " H e r e
Comes  the  Bride."
For musicians, learning
the  chords  to  th is
timeless piece is a rite
of  passage,  whether
you  are  a  guitarist
playing  at  a  friend’s
wedding  or  a  pianist
accompanying  the
p r o c e s s i o n a l .
Understanding  the

Here  Comes  the
Bride  chords  is  not
just  about  playing
n o t e s ;  i t ’ s  a b o u t
capturing  the  emotion
and grandeur of one of
t h e  m o s t  i c o n i c
wedd ing  songs  in
history. This article will
guide  you  through
everything  from  the
b a s i c  c h o r d
p r o g r e s s i o n  t o
advanced  variations,
ensur ing  you  can
perform this piece with
confidence and grace.
The  beauty  of  "Here
Comes  the  Bride"  lies
in  its  simplicity  and
familiarity. The original
c o m p o s i t i o n  w a s
written for orchestra in
the  key  of  C  major,
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m a k i n g  i t
straightforward  for
most  music ians  to
transpose  to  other
keys. Whether you are
a beginner looking for
easy  guitar  chords  or
an experienced pianist
seeking  rich  voicings,
this guide will  provide
you with the tools you
need.  We  will  explore
the history behind the
piece, break down the
e s s e n t i a l  c h o r d
structures,  and  offer
tips for both strumming
and  fingerstyle
performance.  By  the
end,  you  will  have  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
understanding  of  the
Here  Comes  the
Bride chords and how
to adapt them to your
instrument.

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF THE BRIDAL
CHORUS

Before  diving  into  the
chords, it  is helpful to

understand  the  origin
of  the  music.  "Here
Comes  the  Bride"  is
drawn  from  the  third
act of Wagner’s opera
Lohengrin  (1850).  The
" B r i d a l  C h o r u s "
accompan ies  the
procession of the bride
Elsa  and  her  groom
Lohengrin  into  the
wedding  chamber.
Interestingly, the piece
was  not  or ig inal ly
intended  for  church
ceremonies; it became
popular  at  Western
weddings  after  Queen
Victoria’s  daughter
used  i t  in  the  19th
century.  Today,  it  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
requested  pieces  for
wedding  processions.
The  original  key  is  C
major,  with  a  stately
4/4 time signature and
a  gent le  tempo  o f
around  60–70  beats
per minute. The chord
progression  is  built
around simple diatonic
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harmony, which is why
it remains accessible to
beginners.  The  Here
Comes  the  Bride
chords  in the original
key are: C, F, G7, Am,
and Dm. These chords
form the  backbone  of
the  piece  and can be
p l a y e d  o n  a n y
instrument.  Knowing
this history gives you a
deeper appreciation for
the  mus ic  you  are
about  to  play.

BASIC HERE
COMES THE BRIDE
CHORDS FOR
GUITAR

If  you  are  a  guitarist,
the first step is to learn
the  basic  open  chord
shapes. In the key of C
major,  the  essential
chords  are:

C major
F major
G7
Am (A minor)
Dm (D minor)

These  are  the  most
common  chords  you
will  encounter  in  any
simplified
arrangement.  The
m e l o d y  n o t e s  l i e
mainly  on  the  first  two
strings (high E and B),
so you can easily play
a chord-melody version
b y  c o m b i n i n g
strumming with single-
note runs. To play the
full  Here Comes the
Br ide  chords  o n
guitar, follow this basic
progression  for  the
opening  phrase  (the
first  eight  measures):

Start on a C1.
major chord.
Strum down-
down-up-down-
up for a gentle
waltz-like feel.
Move to F major2.
for the second
phrase.
Return to C3.
major, then
transition to G7
to create tension.
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Resolve back to4.
C major before
introducing Am
and Dm in the
second half.

For  beginners,  avoid
barre chords. Use open
positions:  C  (x32010),
F  (xx3211  or  barre
version),  G7 (320001),
Am  (x02210) ,  Dm
(xx0231).  Practice
changing  between
these  chords  slowly
until  your  transitions
become  smooth.  The
piece  repeats  the
chord pattern, so once
you  memorize  the  first
part, the rest is easy.

Strummin
g
Patterns

for Guitar
The  Br ida l  Chorus
should sound majestic,
not rushed. Use a slow,
e v e n  s t r u m m i n g
pattern.  A  common
approach  is  to  play
q u a r t e r  n o t e s
(downstrokes)  or  a
gentle  "down,  down-
up, down" pattern. For
a more authentic feel,
try  fingerpicking  the
arpeggiated  chords.
For  example,  play the
C  chord  by  plucking
the A string (root), then
G, then B, then high E.
This creates a harp-like
effect  that  mimics  the
original  orchestration.
E x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
different  rhythms  but
always keep the tempo
steady .  The  Here
Comes  the  Bride
chords  are  forgiving;
even  a  simple  open
chord  strumming  will
sound beautiful  if  you
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m a i n t a i n  a  s l o w ,
dignified  pace.

HERE COMES THE
BRIDE CHORDS
FOR PIANO

Piano players have the
advantage  of  playing
b o t h  m e l o d y  a n d
h a r m o n y
simultaneously.  The
left  hand  typical ly
plays  whole  notes  or
broken  chords,  while
the  right  hand  plays
the famous melody. In
the key of C, the basic
Here  Comes  the
Br ide  chords  fo r
piano are the same: C,
F, G7, Am, Dm. Here is
how to voice them:

C major: C-E-G
(root position or
first inversion)
F major: F-A-C
G7: G-B-D-F
(omit the fifth or
seventh as
needed)
Am: A-C-E

Dm: D-F-A

For the left hand, play
the  root  note  in  the
bass (e.g., C on the low
C octave) and then add
the remaining notes in
a  b r o k e n  c h o r d
pattern. The right hand
plays the melody:  the
famous  "dah-dah-dah-
D A H - d a h "  m o t i f .
P r a c t i c e  h a n d s
separately  first.  The
melody  starts  on  G
(sol),  then goes up to
C, then down to B, and
so  forth.  Once  you
coordinate both hands,
the piece comes to life.
M a n y  p i a n o
arrangements  also
include  passing  tones
and suspension chords
for added color, but the
core Here Comes the
Bride  chords  remain
the same.
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Advanced
Chord
Variation
s for

Piano
F o r  a  m o r e
sophisticated  sound,
try  substituting  the
bas ic  chords  w i th
seventh  chords  or
added-note  voicings.
For  example,  replace
the simple F major with
Fmaj7 (F-A-C-E) or use
a  Cmaj7  (C-E-G-B)  at
the beginning. You can
also add a Dm7 (D-F-A-
C)  fo r  a  smoother
t rans i t ion .  These
var ia t i ons  do  no t
change  the  structure
but add a lush, jazz-like
qual i ty .  I f  you  are
p e r f o r m i n g  a t  a
wedding,  stick  to  the

traditional  chords  to
maintain  the  familiar,
reverent  atmosphere.
Save  the  advanced
Here  Comes  the
Br ide  chords  fo r
private  practice  or
more  contemporary
settings.

EASY CHORD
PROGRESSIONS
FOR BEGINNERS

If  you  are  completely
new to the piece, here
is  a  simplified  chord
p rog ress i on  tha t
contains  only  three
chords in the key of G
major  instead  of  C.
Many beginners find G,
C,  and  D7  easier  to
play.  Transposing  the
Here  Comes  the
Bride  chords  to  G
m a j o r  m a k e s  t h e
melody higher but the
c h o r d s  m o r e
a c c e s s i b l e .  T h e
progression becomes:

G major
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C major
D7

Th i s  t h ree - cho rd
version  can  carry  the
melody if  you hum or
sing along. The original
chord count is reduced,
b u t  t h e  e s s e n c e
remains.  Play  each
chord  for  four  beats
and  repeat.  This  is
perfect  for  beginner
guitarists who have not
yet learned F or barre
chords.  Once  you  are
comfortable,  you  can
gradually  reintroduce
Am  and  Dm  in  the
original key. The key is
to  build  confidence
with the Here Comes
the Bride chords step
by step.

Common
Beginner

Mistakes
and
Solutions
When  learning  the
Bridal  Chorus,  many
new  musicians  make
the  following  errors:

Rushing the
tempo – The
piece should be
slow and
processional. Use
a metronome set
to 60 bpm.
Muting strings
or pressing too
hard – Ensure
clean fretting on
guitar; keep
fingers arched.
Ignoring
dynamics – The
original music
has gentle
swells. Start
softly, increase
volume slightly
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on the high
notes, then taper
at the end.
Playing the
wrong chord
for the melody
note – Listen
carefully; if the
melody note is a
G, the underlying
chord should
support it (C
major, G7, etc.).

P r a c t i c e  s l o w l y ,
focusing  on  a  smooth
transition  between
each chord. The Here
Comes  the  Bride
chords are simple; the
challenge  lies  in  the
timing  and  emotional
d e l i v e r y .  R e c o r d
yourself  and  l isten
back to  identify  areas
that need polish.

FINGERSTYLE
ARRANGEMENTS
FOR GUITAR

For  a  more  elegant
performance,  consider

a  fingerstyle
arrangement  of  the
Bridal  Chorus.  This
technique  allows  you
to play the bass notes,
cho rd  t ones ,  and
m e l o d y
simultaneously.  To
c r e a t e  a  b a s i c
fingerstyle  version
using the Here Comes
the  Bride  chords,
follow  this  pattern  for
each measure:

Pluck the bass
root note with
your thumb (e.g.,
the A string for
C).
Then pluck the
third string (G
string) with your
index finger.
Next, pluck the
second string (B
string) with your
middle finger.
Finally, pluck the
first string (high
E) with your ring
finger.
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Th i s  a rpegg ia ted
pattern  gives  a  harp-
like  effect.  Adapt  the
pattern  slightly  for
e a c h  c h o r d .  F o r
example,  on  the  F
chord  (played  as  an
open  barre  on  the  first
fret), your thumb plays
the F on the first fret of
the low E string,  then
you  con t i nue  the
arpeggio.  This  style
takes  pract ice  but
yields  a  stunning solo
performance.  You  can
find  many  tabs  and
videos online for a full
fingerstyle
arrangement.  The  key
i s  to  l e t  the  Here
Comes  the  Bride
c h o r d s  r i n g  o u t
clearly.

Using a
Capo for

Easier
Fingering
If  you  are  a  guitarist
struggling  with  the  F
chord, place a capo on
the  5th  fret  and  play
the chord shapes for G
major (G, C, D7) as if
the  capo  is  the  nut.
This  transposes  the
piece back to the key
of C (since G at 5th fret
= C). Now you can play
the Here Comes the
Bride  chords  with
easier  open  shapes.
With the capo on 5, the
progression becomes G
(which sounds as C), C
(sounds  as  F ) ,  D7
(sounds  as  G7),  with
Em (sounds as Am) and
Am  (sounds  as  Dm).
This  is  a  great  cheat
for  beginners.  Just
remember  that  the
melody notes will shift
accordingly. A capo is a
valuable  tool  for  any
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guitar ist  learning
wedding  music.

PLAYING HERE
COMES THE BRIDE
AS AN
INSTRUMENTAL
SOLO

M a n y  m u s i c i a n s
perform  the  Bridal
C h o r u s  a s  a  s o l o
instrumental piece. On
g u i t a r ,  y o u  c a n
combine  chords  and
single-note  runs.  On
piano,  you  can  use  a

full  arrangement.  The
key is to maintain the
march-l ike  rhythm
without becoming rigid.
Use a slight rubato at
the beginning and end.
The Here Comes the
Bride  chords  should
not be rushed; let each
chord breathe for a full
b e a t .  I f  y o u  a r e
p e r f o r m i n g  l i v e ,
cons ider  adding  a
small  intro  (a  gentle
rolled  chord)  before
the  melody  begins.
This  sets  the  mood


