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INTRODUCTION: A
CALL TO PURSUE
THE PRESENCE OF
GOD

In a world filled with
distractions, programs,
and religious routines,
one book has stood out
as a clarion call to
return to the heart of
faith: The God
Chasers by Tommy
Tenney. Since its
release in 1998, this
modern classic has
inspired millions of
believers to move
beyond mere religious
activity and into a
passionate pursuit of
God’'s presence.

Tommy Tenney, an
evangelist and author,
challenges readers to
ask a radical question:
“Are you satisfied with
knowing about God, or
do you long to know
Him intimately?” In this
article, we will explore
the core message of
The God Chasers
Tommy Tenney, its
impact on
contemporary

Christianity, and how
you can apply its
principles to your own
spiritual journey.
Whether you are a
lifelong follower or a
curious seeker, the
invitation to become a
God chaser remains as
compelling today as


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

when it was first
written.

WHO IS TOMMY
TENNEY?

Tommy Tenney is a
best-selling author,
evangelist, and

speaker known for his
deep passion for God's
presence. Born into a
family of Pentecostal
ministers, Tenney
spent years traveling
and preaching before
writing his landmark
book. His unique voice
combines raw honesty
with a prophetic edge,
urging believers to
trade religious
performance for
authentic intimacy.
While The God
Chasers Tommy
Tenney is his most
famous work, he has
authored several other
books, including God’s
Favorite House and
The God Catchers,
which further explore

the theme of pursuing
God. Tenney’s ministry
has touched countless
lives across
denominational lines,
making him a unifying
figure in the body of
Christ.

THE CORE
MESSAGE OF THE
GOD CHASERS

At its heart, The God
Chasers Tommy
Tenney is about one
thing: the pursuit of
God’s manifest
presence. Tenney
argues that many
Christians have settled

for a “religious”
experience—attending
church, reciting

prayers, and following
traditions—while
missing the very
Person they claim to
serve. He uses
powerful illustrations,
such as the story of
Moses who asked to
see God’'s glory, to
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show that God
responds to hunger.
The book is not a
theological treatise but
a passionate plea to
become a “chaser”
after God, much like a
deer pants for water.
Key themes include:

e The difference
between God’s
omnipresence
and His
manifest
presence.
Tenney explains
that God is
everywhere, but
His manifest
presence can be
experienced
more intensely
when we
earnestly seek
Him.

e The role of
desperation
and hunger.
Those who are
satisfied with
lesser things will
never chase God

with fervor.
Hunger is the
catalyst for
breakthrough.

e The danger of
religious
routine. Tenney
warns against
becoming a
“professional
Christian” who
knows doctrine
but lacks a living
relationship.

e The importance
of repentance
and humility.
Pride blocks the
flow of God'’s
presence; a
broken and
contrite heart
attracts Him.

Throughout the book,
Tenney weaves
personal stories,
biblical examples, and
prophetic insights that
make the reader feel
both challenged and
encouraged.



Why “The
God
Chasers”
Resonate
s So
Deeply

One reason The God
Chasers Tommy
Tenney has sold over
a million copies is its
universal appeal.
People from all
backgrounds—charism
atic, evangelical,
Catholic, and even
skeptics—find

themselves drawn to
the raw cry for more of
God. In an age of “easy
believism” and shallow
faith, Tenney’s
message cuts through
the noise. He does not
offer a formula for

success or a seven-
step plan for revival.
Instead, he simply
says, “Chase God, and
He will let you catch
Him.” This simplicity,
backed by a genuine
love for the Scriptures,
gives the book
enduring power. Many
readers report
encountering God in a
new way while reading
it, often weeping as
they realize how far
they have drifted from
intimacy with their
Creator.

KEY TEACHINGS
FROM THE GOD
CHASERS

To fully understand the
impact of The God
Chasers Tommy
Tenney, let us
examine some of its
key teachings in more
depth.
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The

Tabernacl

e of

David vs.

the

Tabernacl

e of

Moses

One of the most
striking contrasts
Tenney makes is
between the OlId
Testament tabernacle
of Moses—with its
strict protocols, veils,
and separation from
God—and the
tabernacle of David,
where worship was
raw, passionate, and
accessible. David

brought the Ark of the
Covenant into
Jerusalem with
dancing, shouting, and
sacrifices, and the
presence of God rested
there. Tenney argues
that many churches
operate like the Mosaic
tabernacle: ritualistic
and orderly but often
devoid of life. He calls
believers to “rebuild
the tabernacle of
David” in their hearts
and congregations,
meaning a return to
unrestrained worship
and hunger for God.
This teaching has
influenced worship
movements around the
world.

The
“Catch”



N

The Price

Catchin@the

God

Tenney uses the
metaphor of a “God
catcher” alongside
“God chaser.” He
explains that while we
pursue God, He is also
pursuing us. The catch
is that we must
position ourselves to
receive Him. This
involves removing
obstacles like sin,
unforgiveness, and
distraction. He often
says, “God is not
lost—we are.” The
pursuit is not about
finding a distant deity
but about drawing near
to One who is already
near. This paradox is
central to the Christian
experience and is one
of the most liberating
truths in the book.

Presence

Another recurring
theme is that God’s
presence costs
something. Tenney
does not shy away
from calling readers to
sacrifice—whether that
means time, comfort,
reputation, or even
religious traditions. He
points to biblical
figures like Jacob who
wrestled all night, or
the woman who broke
her alabaster box of
ointment to anoint
Jesus. The presence of
God is not cheap, but it
is available to anyone
who values it above all
else. The God
Chasers Tommy
Tenney challenges the
prosperity mindset that
focuses on blessings
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rather than the
Blesser.

PRACTICAL WAYS
TO BECOME A GOD
CHASER

Reading a book about
chasing God is one
thing; actually living it
out is another. Based
on Tenney’s writings,
here are practical steps
you can take to
cultivate a chasing
heart:

1. Create space
for silence and
solitude. Set
aside time daily
to simply be with
God, without
agendas or lists.
Let Him speak.

2. Rekindle a
hunger for
Scripture. Read
the Bible not just
for information
but for
transformation.
Pray the Psalms

back to God.

. Practice

repentance as
a lifestyle.
Confess sin
quickly and
thoroughly. A
clean vessel can
hold more of
God’s presence.

. Engage in

expectant
worship.
Whether in a
church service or
alone, worship
with the
expectation that
God will show up.
Sing, kneel, or
raise
hands—whatever
helps you
connect.

. Ask for holy

desperation.
Pray the
dangerous
prayer: “Lord,
give me a hunger
that nothing but
You can satisfy.”



6. Surround
yourself with
other God
chasers. Find a
community that
values the
presence of God
over programs.
Iron sharpens
iron.

These steps are not
meant to be a rigid
checklist but a posture
of the heart. The goal
is not to “do” more but
to “be” more with God.

THE LASTING
IMPACT OF THE
GOD CHASERS
TOMMY TENNEY

Since its publication,
The God Chasers
Tommy Tenney has
sparked revival in
many churches and
individual lives. It has
been translated into
dozens of languages
and continues to sell
steadily. The phrase

“God chaser” itself has
entered the Christian

lexicon, used by
pastors and worship
leaders worldwide.

Moreover, the book laid
the foundation for a
larger movement that
emphasizes the
manifest presence of
God over institutional
religion. Tenney’s
influence can be seen
in the rise of worship-
focused conferences,
prayer movements,
and a generation of
believers who are tired
of “church as usual.”
While some critics
argue that the book
leans too heavily on
experience over
doctrine, its overall
message aligns with
the biblical call to seek
God “while He may be
found” (Isaiah 55:6).
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Connecti

ng with
Tommy
Tenney’s
Other

Works

If The God Chasers
Tommy Tenney has
ignited a fire in your
heart, you may want to
explore his follow-up
books. The God
Catchers delves deeper
into how we can
position ourselves to
experience God’s
presence. God’s
Favorite House focuses
on the local church as
a dwelling place for
God. He has also
written several smaller
devotional books and
teaching resources.

Tenney continues to
travel and speak, often
emphasizing that the
greatest need of the
church is not more
programs but more of
God.

COMMON
QUESTIONS AND
MISCONCEPTIONS

Some readers wonder
if the “chasing” in the
title implies that God is
hiding. Tenney clarifies
that God is not elusive;
rather, we often
become distracted or
bound by sin. The
chase is really about
breaking free from
those hindrances.
Another misconception
is that the book
promotes an unhealthy
emotionalism. In
reality, Tenney
balances emotion with
a call to obedience and
holiness. He is clear
that experience must
be rooted in Scripture



and community.
Finally, some ask if the
book is only for
seasoned believers.
The answer is
no—anyone hungry for
more of God will find
nourishment here.

CONCLUSION: THE
INVITATION STILL
STANDS

The God Chasers
Tommy Tenney is
more than a book; it is
an invitation to a
lifestyle. It calls us out
of the shallow waters
of religion and into the
deep ocean of God’'s
love and presence. As
you close this article,
consider your own

10

spiritual walk: Have
you become content
with a form of
godliness but denied
its power? Are you
willing to lay down
your plans, your pride,
and your comfort to
chase after the One
who made you? The
God chaser’s reward is
not a better life but the
Life Himself. Tommy
Tenney’'s message
echoes through the
centuries, reminding us
that the greatest
treasure in the
universe is waiting to
be found—by those
who will not stop
chasing. May you be
one of them.
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