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REDISCOVERING THE SHADOWS OF LOS ANGELES: AN
IN-DEPTH LOOK AT "INTO THE COLD FIRE"
(DAUGHTERS OF THE MOON, BOOK 2)

For  fans  of  young  adult  supernatural  fiction,  few  series  capture
the haunting beauty and peril of hidden worlds quite like Lynne
Ewing’s Daughters of the Moon saga. The second installment,
Into The Cold Fire, deepens the mythology introduced in the
first  book  and  thrusts  readers  back  into  the  moonlit  streets  of
West Hollywood, where a select group of teenage girls carry the
weight  of  ancient  secrets.  This  article  offers  a  comprehensive
exploration of the novel,  its characters, themes, and enduring
appeal. Whether you are returning to the series for a nostalgic
reread  or  discovering  it  for  the  first  time,  Into  The  Cold  Fire
Daughters of the Moon 2 by Lynne Ewing remains a pivotal
entry in the canon of 2000s YA fantasy.

The Premise: A War in the
Shadows
The Daughters of the Moon series centers on a sisterhood of
teenage girls who are reincarnations of ancient moon goddesses.
They possess  unique powers  tied  to  the  lunar  cycle  and are
locked in a secret war against the Atrox, a dark, malevolent force
that  feeds  on  human  misery.  In  the  first  novel,  readers  are
introduced to the core group—Vanessa, Serena, and Catty—and
witness their  initial  struggles to understand their  abilities and
their destiny.
Into  The  Cold  Fire  shifts  the  narrative  spotlight  to  a  new
member of the sisterhood: Jimena. A quiet, artistic girl  with a
troubled  family  history,  Jimena  has  been  dreaming  of  a
mysterious boy who seems to call to her from a world of ice and
fire. Her power is the ability to see into the future through her art,
but her visions are clouded by an ominous figure that threatens
to  consume  her.  As  the  Atrox  grows  stronger,  Jimena  must
confront the truth about her heritage and the boy who haunts her
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dreams—all while navigating high school, family obligations, and
the terrifying pull of an ancient evil known as the Cold Fire.

Character Spotlight: Jimena
– The Artist and the Seer
Jimena is perhaps one of the most relatable protagonists in the
series.  Unlike  Vanessa,  who  is  bold  and  confrontational,  or
Serena, who is cool and enigmatic, Jimena is introspective and
vulnerable.  Her  power—precognitive  drawing—makes  her  an
unwilling oracle. Every sketch she creates contains a fragment of
the future, but the visions are often fragmented and disturbing.
This  gift  isolates  her,  as  she  fears  that  her  art  will  reveal
something terrible about the people she loves.
In Into The Cold Fire Daughters of the Moon 2 by Lynne
Ewing, Jimena’s personal journey is intertwined with the series’
larger mythology. Her special ability is not just a plot device; it
symbolizes the burden of seeing what others cannot. Ewing uses
Jimena’s artistic process to explore themes of creativity, trauma,
and the courage to face one’s inner darkness. The boy from her
dreams—known  as  Damon—is  a  tortured  figure  who  belongs  to
the enemy faction. Their connection raises compelling questions
about love, trust, and whether redemption is possible for those
touched by the Atrox.

The Antagonist: The Atrox
and the Cold Fire
The title Into The Cold Fire is a direct reference to the central
supernatural threat of the book. While the Atrox in general is a
formless,  parasitic  energy,  the  Cold  Fire  is  a  specific
manifestation—a frigid, blue-white flame that freezes rather than
burns. It  is the weapon of a powerful Atrox lieutenant, and it
represents the seductive, numbing allure of giving in to despair.
Ewing’s description of the Cold Fire is among the most visceral in
the series: it crackles with a dead silence, it drains warmth and
hope, and it leaves its victims empty shells.
The Atrox itself is a fascinating antagonist for a YA series because
it is not a single monster but a pervasive evil that can infect
anyone—a jealous friend, a bitter teacher, even a family member.
This ambiguity adds layers of psychological tension. In Into The
Cold Fire, the enemy is particularly insidious because it preys on
Jimena’s loneliness and her secret desires. The novel forces her
to  distinguish  between  authentic  love  and  the  manipulative
mimicry of the Atrox.

World-Building: West
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Hollywood’s Supernatural
Underbelly
One of Lynne Ewing’s greatest strengths as a writer is her ability
to ground the fantastical  in a recognizable,  gritty reality.  The
Daughters of the Moon series is set in West Hollywood, and
the city is almost a character of its own. The grimy alleys behind
Sunset  Boulevard,  the  dive  bars  and  coffee  shops,  the  smog-
tinged sunsets over the Hollywood Hills—all are rendered with a
raw authenticity that contrasts with the shimmering powers of
the moon goddesses.
In Into The Cold Fire Daughters of the Moon 2 by Lynne
Ewing, the setting expands to include a mysterious house on a
hill that serves as a front for the Atrox’s operations. This locale is
described  with  chilling  detail:  ivy-choked  walls,  windows  that
reflect  no  light,  a  garden  of  dead  flowers  that  seem  to  watch
visitors.  Ewing’s prose balances the poetic and the menacing,
creating an atmosphere that keeps readers turning pages well
past midnight.

Themes: Identity, Sacrifice,
and the Price of Power
While  Into  The  Cold  Fire  is  an  action-packed  supernatural
thriller, it is also a deeply emotional story about growing up and

accepting  responsibility.  The  novel  explores  several  timeless
themes:

Identity and Self-Discovery: Jimena must reconcile her
ordinary life as a high school student with her extraordinary
heritage. She learns that being a Daughter of the Moon is
not just about powers—it is about choosing courage over
fear.
Sacrifice and Love: The relationship between Jimena and
Damon tests the boundaries of loyalty. Can you love
someone who is destined to be your enemy? Is sacrifice a
form of love or a betrayal of self? Ewing handles these
questions with nuance, never offering easy answers.
The Nature of Evil: The Atrox is not merely a monster; it
is a metaphor for the negative forces within
everyone—anger, jealousy, despair. The book suggests that
true evil often begins with small compromises and that
redemption is possible only through genuine connection
and self-awareness.
Friendship and Sisterhood: The bond among the
Daughters is a central pillar of the series. Even though
Jimena is the focus, her sisters—Vanessa, Serena, and
Catty—play crucial roles in supporting her. Their loyalty and
occasional disagreements reflect the real dynamics of close
friendships under pressure.
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Literary Style and Pacing
Lynne Ewing’s writing style in Into The Cold Fire is cinematic
and fast-paced.  Chapters  are short,  often ending on cliffhangers
that compel the reader to continue. Her dialogue is snappy and
realistic,  capturing  the  way  teenagers  actually  speak  without
sounding forced. The descriptive passages are economical but
vivid; a single sentence can evoke a chilling atmosphere or a
poignant emotion.
Ewing  also  incorporates  multiple  perspectives,  though  the
primary viewpoint remains close to Jimena’s third-person limited
narration. This allows readers to experience her confusion, fear,
and  eventual  empowerment  firsthand.  The  pacing  escalates
steadily from the cryptic opening dream sequence to a breathless
confrontation  in  the  final  chapters.  By  the  end  of  the  book,  the
stakes for the entire series have been raised dramatically.

Placement in the Series: A
Gateway to Deeper
Mysteries
To fully appreciate Into The Cold Fire Daughters of the Moon
2  by  Lynne  Ewing,  it  helps  to  understand  where  it  fits  in  the
larger saga. The series consists of eight books, each focusing on
a  different  Daughter  while  advancing  the  overarching  storyline

against the Atrox. Book 1, Goddess of the Night, introduces the
core cast and the basic conflict. Book 2 expands the mythology,
introducing the Cold Fire  as  a unique threat  and establishing
Jimena as a crucial member of the sisterhood.
Key plot points in this novel have lasting repercussions: Jimena’s
decisions  affect  the  trust  among  the  Daughters,  and  the
revelations about Damon’s true nature create a moral dilemma
that echoes in later books. Additionally, the concept of the Cold
Fire  reappears  in  later  volumes,  making  this  novel  essential
reading for anyone who wants to understand the full scope of the
Atrox’s power.

Why "Into The Cold Fire"
Still Resonates Today
Though published in the early 2000s, Into The Cold Fire has
aged remarkably well. Its themes of mental health, the pressure
to conform, and the search for authentic identity are as relevant
now as  they  were  then.  The  supernatural  elements  serve  as
metaphors for very real adolescent struggles: the feeling of being
different, the fear of one’s own abilities, the temptation to give in
to darkness.
Furthermore,  Ewing’s  portrayal  of  a  diverse  cast  of
characters—Jimena  is  of  Mexican-American  heritage,  and  the
other Daughters come from various backgrounds—was ahead of
its time. The series never makes ethnicity a stereotype; instead,
it enriches the characters’ perspectives and adds depth to the
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world-building. For readers seeking representation in fantasy, the
Daughters of the Moon series offers a refreshing authenticity.
Another  reason for  the book’s  lasting appeal  is  its  emotional
honesty. Jimena’s journey is not just about defeating a monster; it
is about accepting that she cannot control the future, only her
response to it.  The novel’s climax, in which she must choose
between saving Damon and protecting her sisters, is genuinely
heartbreaking. Ewing does not shy away from portraying the cost
of  heroism—a  quality  that  elevates  this  book  above  many
formulaic YA fantasies.

Critical Reception and
Legacy
Upon release, Into The Cold Fire received positive reviews from
readers  and  critics  who  praised  its  atmosphere,  character
development, and willingness to explore darker themes. Many
noted  that  it  improved  upon  the  first  book  by  deepening  the
emotional  stakes.  The  book  has  a  dedicated  fanbase  that
continues  to  discuss  and  recommend  it  on  social  media
platforms, YA book clubs, and Goodreads forums.
The  Daughters  of  the  Moon  series  as  a  whole  influenced  a
generation of YA writers, particularly those writing urban fantasy
with  female  protagonists.  The  careful  blending  of  mundane
teenage life  with high-stakes mythology can be seen in  later
series like Vampire Academy and The Mortal Instruments. While
those  series  are  perhaps  more  widely  known,  Ewing’s  work

remains a cult classic—a hidden gem for readers who want their
magic tinged with sadness and their heroines flawed yet resilient.

For New Readers: How to
Approach This Book
If you are new to the Daughters of the Moon series, it is best
to start  with the first  book,  Goddess of  the Night,  to understand
the world and the core characters. However, Into The Cold Fire
does provide enough context that a savvy reader can jump in
here and still enjoy the story. The novel works as a self-contained
narrative  about  a  girl  finding  her  strength,  even  as  it  sets  up
threads  for  subsequent  volumes.
To get the most out of the reading experience, pay attention to
the symbolic language. Fire and ice recur throughout the book,
representing  the  dual  nature  of  power—destructive  and
cleansing.  Jimena’s  art  is  more  than a  tool;  it  is  her  way of
processing trauma and making sense of a chaotic world. Ewing’s
prose rewards close reading, with metaphors that linger in the
mind long after the book is closed.

Conclusion: A Timeless
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Journey into Shadow and
Light
Into The Cold Fire Daughters of  the Moon 2 by Lynne
Ewing is a masterful blend of supernatural suspense, emotional

depth, and lyrical writing. It takes the foundation laid by the first
book and builds upon it with greater complexity, introducing a
protagonist who must navigate love, fear, and destiny while the
Cold Fire threatens to extinguish everything she holds dear. For
fans  of  YA  fantasy,  this  novel  remains  an  essential  read—a
poignant reminder that the darkest nights can still give birth to
the bravest stars. Whether you are drawn


