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INDIANA HUNTING AND
TRAPPING GUIDE: YOUR
COMPLETE RESOURCE FOR THE
HOOSIER STATE’S OUTDOOR
TRADITIONS

Indiana  offers  some  of  the  most
accessible  and  diverse  hunting  and
trapping  opportunities  in  the  Midwest.

From the rolling hardwood forests of the
south  to  the  agricultural  fields  and
wetlands of the north, the Hoosier State
is home to a rich variety of game species
and  furbearers.  Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  outdoorsman  or  a  first-time
hunter,  understanding  the  regulations,
seasons, and best practices is essential
for a successful and lawful experience.
This  comprehensive  Indiana  Hunting
And Trapping Guide covers everything
you need to know to enjoy the outdoors

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 Indiana Hunting And Trapping Guide 2025-05-28

responsibly,  stay  compliant  with  state
laws, and make the most of your time in
the field.

UNDERSTANDING INDIANA’S
HUNTING AND TRAPPING
REGULATIONS

The  Indiana  Department  of  Natural
Resources  (DNR)  oversees  all  hunting
and trapping activities in the state. The
DNR establishes rules to ensure wildlife
populat ions  remain  healthy  and
sustainable  while  providing  ample
recreational  opportunities.  Before
heading out,  every hunter and trapper
should review the latest Indiana Hunting
and Trapping Guide published annually
by  the  DNR.  This  official  document
outlines  season  dates,  bag  limits,
licensing  requirements,  and  legal

methods  of  take.
Indiana’s  regulations  are  designed  to
balance conservation with tradition. For
example,  certain  areas  may  have
specific  restrictions  on  the  use  of  bait,
the  type  of  firearms  allowed,  or  the
times of day when hunting is permitted.
Ignorance  of  these  rules  can  result  in
fines, loss of equipment, or even criminal
charges.  Always check for  updates,  as
seasons and rules can change from year
to  year  based  on  wildlife  population
assessments and public input.

Why Staying
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Informed Matters
Conservation  efforts  in  Indiana  depend
on  the  cooperation  of  hunters  and
trappers.  By  following  the  regulations,
you help maintain healthy populations of
deer, turkey, waterfowl, and furbearers.
Additionally,  staying  informed  ensures
that you do not accidentally violate laws
that  protect  endangered  species  or
restrict  hunting  in  certain  zones.  The
Indiana Hunting And Trapping Guide
is  your  go‑to  resource  for  all  legal
requirements.

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR
HUNTERS AND TRAPPERS

To legally hunt or trap in Indiana, you
must  possess  the  appropriate  licenses

and permits. The state offers a variety of
licenses  for  residents,  non‑residents,
youth,  seniors,  and  military  personnel.
Licenses  can  be  purchased  online
through  the  DNR’s  webs i te ,  a t
authorized  retailers,  or  by  mail.

Hunting Licenses
Resident Annual Hunting
License: Available to Indiana
residents who are at least 18 years
old.
Non‑Resident Annual Hunting
License: For out‑of‑state hunters
who wish to pursue game in
Indiana.
Youth Hunting License: For
hunters under 18, offered at a
reduced rate.
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Apprentice Hunting License:
Allows first‑time hunters to try the
sport under the supervision of a
licensed adult.

Trapping
Licenses
Trappers  must  obtain  a  separate
trapping  license.  Indiana  offers  resident
and  non‑resident  trapping  licenses,  as
well  as  a  youth  trapping  l icense.
Additionally,  trappers  may  need  to
purchase  a  Furbearer  Stamp  if  they
plan  to  harvest  certain  species.  The
Indiana Hunting And Trapping Guide
provides  a  complete  breakdown  of  all
required stamps and permits.

Hunter Education
Requirement
Anyone born after December 31, 1986,
must  successfully  complete  a  certified
hunter  education  course  before
purchasing  a  hunting  license.  This
course  covers  firearm  safety,  wildlife
identification,  ethics,  and  conservation.
Trappers are also encouraged to take a
trapper  education  course,  though  it  is
not mandatory for all.

GAME SPECIES AVAILABLE IN
INDIANA

Indiana boasts a wide variety of game
species that attract hunters from across
the  region.  The  state  is  perhaps  best
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known for its white‑tailed deer and wild
turkey populations, but there are many
other  opportunities  for  upland  bird,
waterfowl,  and  small  game  hunters.

Big Game
White‑tailed Deer: Indiana’s
most popular big game animal.
Archery, firearms, and
muzzleloader seasons are offered.
Wild Turkey: Spring and fall
seasons are available. Hunting
pressure is moderate, and success
rates are good.

Upland Birds and
Small Game

Ring‑necked Pheasant: Stocked
on public hunting areas, primarily
in northern Indiana.
Northern Bobwhite Quail:
Populations are limited, but
hunting is allowed in certain zones.
Squirrel (Gray and Fox): A
classic small game species with
generous seasons.
Cottontail Rabbit: Abundant
across the state and popular with
beginners.
Ruffed Grouse: Found mainly in
southern Indiana’s forested areas.
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Waterfowl and
Migratory Birds

Ducks and Geese: Indiana lies
along the Mississippi Flyway,
making it an excellent destination
for waterfowl hunting.
Woodcock and Snipe: These
migratory birds offer unique
hunting experiences for
wingshooters.
American Coot and Common
Moorhen: Also open for hunting
during waterfowl seasons.

Furbearers for
Trapping
Trapping is a time‑honored tradition in
Indiana.  Common  furbearers  include
raccoon, muskrat, beaver, mink, red
fox, gray fox, coyote, opossum, and
skunk.  The  Indiana  Hunting  And
Trapping  Guide  specifies  trapping
seasons  and  any  restrictions  on  trap
types or placement.

HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG
LIMITS

Season  dates  and  bag  limits  are  set
annually by the DNR and are subject to
change.  The  Indiana  Hunting  And
Trapping  Guide  provides  the  most
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current  information,  but  here  is  a
general  overview  of  typical  seasons.

Deer Seasons
Archery: October through early
January (varies by zone).
Youth Firearms: Usually late
September.
Firearms
(Shotgun/Muzzleloader):
Mid‑November through early
December.
Muzzleloader Only:
Mid‑December.

Turkey Seasons
Spring Turkey: Late April through
mid‑May.
Fall Turkey: Mid‑October through
early November.

Small Game and
Upland Birds

Squirrel: Mid‑August through late
January.
Rabbit: Early November through
late February.
Pheasant: Early November
through late December.
Quail: Early November through
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late December.

Waterfowl
Waterfowl  seasons  are  set  within  a
federal framework and typically run from
early  October  to  late  January.  Split
seasons are common. Bag limits vary by
species and are strictly enforced.

Trapping
Seasons
Trapping  seasons  generally  run  from
early November through late February or
early March, depending on the species.
Some furbearers, such as coyote, have
extended seasons.  Always verify  exact

dates  in  the  Indiana  Hunting  And
Trapping Guide.

TRAPPING REGULATIONS AND
BEST PRACTICES

Trapping in Indiana requires knowledge
of  both  the  law  and  ethical  animal
handling.  The  DNR  enforces  rules
regarding  trap  types,  placement,  and
checking  intervals  to  ensure  humane
treatment of animals.

Legal Trap Types
Foothold traps: Permitted with
restrictions on jaw size and
padding.
Body‑gripping traps: Allowed for
certain species and must be used
in specific settings.
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Cage traps: Often used for live
capture of nuisance animals.
Snares: Legal for some furbearers
but must include a breakaway
device.

Checking
Requirements
Traps  must  be  checked  at  least  once
every 24 hours. This rule helps minimize
suffering  and  ensures  that  non‑target
animals  can  be  released  promptly.
Trappers must also tag their traps with
their  name,  address,  or  DNR‑issued
identification  number.

Ethical
Considerations
Responsible  trappers  prioritize  animal
welfare and conservation. Avoid setting
traps near public trails, roads, or areas
where pets might be at risk. Use proper
lure  placement  and  choose  trap  sizes
appropriate for the target species. The
Indiana Hunting And Trapping Guide
includes  a  code  of  ethics  that  al l
trappers should follow.

PUBLIC HUNTING LANDS IN
INDIANA

Indiana offers a wealth of public land for
hunting  and  trapping.  These  areas
include  state  fish  and  wildlife  areas,
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state  forests,  state  parks  (with
restrictions),  and  national  wildlife
refuges.  Many  of  these  properties  are
managed  specifically  for  wildlife  habitat
and recreational access.

Notable Public
Hunting Areas

Kankakee Fish and Wildlife
Area: A premier waterfowl and
deer hunting destination in
northwest Indiana.
Willow Slough Fish and
Wildlife Area: Known for deer,
turkey, and waterfowl hunting.
Hoosier National Forest: Over
200,000 acres of public land in

southern Indiana, ideal for big
game and small game hunting.
Atterbury Fish and Wildlife
Area: Offers diverse habitat for
deer, turkey, and upland birds.
Jasper‑Pulaski Fish and
Wildlife Area: Famous for
sandhill crane viewing and also
open for hunting.

Access Permits
and Rules
Some  public  lands  require  a  special
access permit or a daily fee. Additionally,
certain areas may have restrictions on
the use of ATVs, the number of hunters
allowed,  or  the  types  of  weapons
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permitted.  Always  check  the  specific
property  rules  before  you  go.  The
Indiana Hunting And Trapping Guide
includes a comprehensive list of public
hunting lands and their regulations.

SAFETY AND ETHICS IN THE
FIELD

Hunting  and  trapping  are  inherently
outdoor activities that require respect for
the environment, the animals, and other
people. Safety should always be your top
priority.

Firearm Safety
Treat every firearm as if it is
loaded.
Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe
direction at all times.

Know your target and what lies
beyond it.
Wear hunter orange during firearm
seasons to remain visible to other
hunters.
Store firearms and ammunition
separately and securely.

Tree Stand
Safety
Falls  from  tree  stands  are  a  leading
cause  of  injury  among  deer  hunters.
Always wear a full‑body harness and use
a  lifeline  system  when  climbing  or
descending. Inspect your stand regularly
for signs of wear or damage.
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Ethical Hunting
Practices

Take only shots you are confident
will result in a quick, clean harvest.
Retrieve all downed animals and
utilize the meat and fur whenever
possible.
Respect property boundaries and
obtain permission before hunting
on private land.
Follow the principles of fair chase.

Trapping Ethics
Set traps away from domestic  animals

and livestock. Check traps regularly and
dispatch  captured  animals  humanely.
Avoid  using  bait  or  lures  that  could
attract non‑target wildlife. The Indiana
Hunting  And  Trapping  Guide
emphasizes  the  importance  of  ethical
behavior to maintain public trust in the
tradition.

CONSERVATION AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT

Hunting and trapping play a vital role in
wildlife conservation in Indiana. License
fees  and  excise  taxes  on  firearms,
ammunition,  and  archery  equipment
fund habitat  restoration,  research,  and
management programs across the state.
The DNR relies on data


