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INTRODUCTION:
UNLOCKING
MUSICAL MASTERY
WITH THE
HARMONY IN
CONTEXT
WORKBOOK

For  any  student  of
mus ic  theory ,  the
j o u r n e y  f r o m
understanding  basic
chords  to  analyzing
complex  harmonic
progressions  can  feel
both  exhilarating  and
daunting.  One  of  the
most trusted resources

in  this  journey  is  the
second  ed i t ion  o f
Harmony in Context,
a  comprehens ive
textbook that presents
mus ic  theory  in  a
practical,  historically
grounded  way.  Paired
with its workbook, the
learning  experience
becomes  truly  hands-
o n .  B u t  a s  a n y
dedicated  student
k n o w s ,  w o r k i n g
through  hundreds  of
e x e r c i s e s — f r o m
figured  bass
realizations  to  part-
w r i t i n g
assignments—raises  a
persistent  question:
“ A m  I  d o i n g  t h i s
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correctly?”  This  is
w h e r e  r e l i a b l e
Harmony In Context
Second  Ed i t i on
Workbook  Answers
come  into  play.
This article is not about
providing a shortcut or
a  way  to  cheat  on
assignments.  Instead,
it  explores  how  you
can best use an answer
key or study guide for
t h e  H a r m o n y  i n
Context  workbook  to
d e e p e n  y o u r
understanding, identify
weak  po in t s ,  and
a c c e l e r a t e  y o u r
progress  in  music
theory. We will discuss
the  structure  of  the
workbook ,  how  to
a p p r o a c h  e a c h
chapter,  strategies  for
self-checking, and how
to  integrate  answer
resources  responsibly
into  your  pract ice
routine.  Whether  you
a re  a  se l f - t augh t
musician,  a  college

mus ic  ma jo r ,  o r  a
dedicated  hobbyist,
this guide will help you
turn the workbook into
a  powerful  learning
tool—without losing the
benefit  of  doing  the
work  yourself.

WHY THE
HARMONY IN
CONTEXT
WORKBOOK IS
ESSENTIAL FOR
THEORY STUDENTS

The  second  edition  of
Harmony in Context,
authored  by  Miguel
Roig-Francolí, is widely
praised  for  its  clear
e x p l a n a t i o n s ,
integration  of  tonal
harmony with analysis
of actual compositions,
and  its  methodical
approach  to  par t -
writing.  The  workbook
that  accompanies  the
text is not just an add-
o n ;  i t  i s  a  c o r e
component that forces
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students  to  app ly
concepts  immediately.
Each  chapter  contains
d r i l l  e x e r c i s e s ,
analytical  tasks,  and
c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g
prompts  designed  to
build  fluency  in
harmonic  language.
Common  sections  in
the  workbook  include:

Figured bass
realizations –
converting bass
lines with figures
into four-voice
textures.
Melody
harmonization
– choosing
appropriate
chords for a
given soprano
line.
Analysis of
excerpts –
labeling chords,
non-chord tones,
and phrase
structures from
real music.

Part-writing
exercises –
writing voice
leading that
follows stylistic
rules of the
common practice
period.
Composition
prompts –
creating short
progressions or
phrases within a
given framework.

Working through these
exercises thoroughly is
t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o
internalize the rules of
voice  leading,  chord
f u n c t i o n s ,  a n d
harmonic  rhythm.
However,  because
m u s i c  t h e o r y  i s
cumulative,  missing  a
single concept early on
can  cause  confusion
later. Having access to
accurate  Harmony In
Context  Second
Edition  Workbook
Answers can serve as
a  d i a g n o s t i c
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too l—help ing  you
pinpoint exactly where
your  understanding
breaks  down.

HOW TO USE
WORKBOOK
ANSWERS
EFFECTIVELY
(WITHOUT LOSING
THE LEARNING)

The  greatest  risk  of
using an answer key is
the temptation to copy
answers without doing
the  th ink ing.  Th is
defeats the purpose of
the workbook entirely.
Instead,  t reat  the
answer key as a self-
a s s e s s m e n t
resource.  Here  is  a
process that works for
many successful theory
students:

Attempt every1.
exercise first.
Close your
textbook and
answer key.
Work through the

problem using
only your
knowledge.
Check your2.
answers after
completing the
entire section.
Do not look at
the answer for
each individual
exercise as you
go—that breaks
the flow and
prevents you
from catching
your own errors.
Mark mistakes3.
clearly. Use a
red pen or a
digital
highlighter. Note
not only what the
correct answer
is, but also why
your answer was
wrong. Did you
violate parallel
fifths? Did you
misidentify a
chord inversion?
Did you overlook
a non-chord
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tone?
Redo the4.
incorrect
exercises
without looking
at the answer
key again. This
reinforces the
correct process.
If you still5.
cannot get it
right, seek
additional
help. Consult
your textbook
explanation, a
classmate, your
instructor, or
online theory
forums. The
answer key
should never be
your only
teacher.

When  used  this  way,
Harmony In Context
Second  Ed i t i on
Workbook  Answers
become  a  mirror  that
reflects  your  current
level of understanding,
making  your  study

t i m e  f a r  m o r e
productive than simply
guessing or waiting for
a  graded  assignment
to  be  returned.

Common
Pitfalls to
Avoid
When
Checking
Answers

Peeking too
early: Avoid the
habit of checking
the answer after
the first wrong
note. Try to
complete the
entire voice-
leading exercise
before
comparing.
Assuming the
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answer key is
infallible:
Occasionally,
published answer
keys contain
errors (especially
in complex
chromatic
passages). Cross-
reference with
your own musical
judgment or
discuss with
peers.
Relying on
answers for
analytical
questions:
Analysis is
subjective to
some degree.
The answer key
may offer one
plausible
interpretation,
but other valid
analyses may
exist. Use it as a
guide, not an
absolute.

NAVIGATING THE
WORKBOOK BY
CHAPTER: KEY
TOPICS AND
ANSWER
STRATEGIES

T h e  H a r m o n y  i n
Context  workbook  is
organized in alignment
wi th  the  textbook
chapters.  Below  is  a
chapter -by-chapter
overview  of  typical
content  and  tips  for
u s i n g  a n s w e r s
effectively  with  each
type  of  exercise.

Chapters
1–3:
Foundatio
ns –
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Pitch,
Scales,
Intervals,
and

Triads
Early  exercises  focus
on identifying intervals,
building  major  and
minor  sca les ,  and
constructing  triads.
Answers  for  these
c h a p t e r s  a r e
r e l a t i v e l y
straightforward (e.g.,
interval  size,  quality).
Use the answer key to
c h e c k  s p e e d  a n d
accuracy.  If  you  are
making errors in these
fundamentals,  spend
extra time drilling with
flashcards  before
moving  on.

Chapters
4–6:
Introducti
on to
Voice
Leading
and
Chord
Functions
Here  you  begin  part-
writing  in  four  voices.
Answers will show you
proper  doubl ings,
spacing,  and  motion.
P a y  s p e c i a l
attention  to  voice-
leading  errors  such
as  parallel  fifths,
parallel  octaves,  and
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voice  crossing.  The
a n s w e r  k e y  c a n
highlight  patterns  you
m i g h t  m i s s .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u r
answer  has  a  hidden
parallel octave, the key
will reveal it.

Chapters
7–9: Non-
Chord
Tones,
Embellish
ments,
and
Diatonic
Sequence

s
Exerc ises  invo lve
identifying and writing
p a s s i n g  t o n e s ,
n e i g h b o r  t o n e s ,
suspens ions ,  and
anticipations.  The
answer  key  helps  you
distinguish  between
chord  tones  and  non-
chord tones. Use it to
practice  labeling
before you try to write
your own progressions.

Chapters
10–12:
Secondar
y
Dominant
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s and
Modulatio

n
These are some of the
most  cha l leng ing
sections.  Answers  for
secondary  dominant
exercises will show you
how to correctly notate
accidentals and resolve
chromat i c  no tes .
M o d u l a t i o n
exercises  require you
to  identify  the  pivot
chord and the new key.
Checking your answers
here is crucial because
a  single  wrong  note
can change the entire
harmonic analysis.

Chapters
13–15:

Advanced
Chromati
cism,
Mode
Mixture,
and 20th-
Century
Techniqu
es
The  later  chapters
introduce  borrowed
chords,  Neapolitan
sixths,  augmented
s ix th  chords ,  and
aspects  o f  a tona l
m u s i c .  A n s w e r s
become  less  rigid  as
stylistic  rules  loosen.
Use the answer key
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as  a  model  of  one
possible solution,  then
compare  it  with  your
own  creative  choices.
In  these  chapters,
there  is  often  more
t h a n  o n e  c o r r e c t
answer.

WHERE TO FIND
RELIABLE
HARMONY IN
CONTEXT SECOND
EDITION
WORKBOOK
ANSWERS

Because the workbook
i s  w i d e l y  u s e d  i n
un i ve r s i t y  mus i c
programs,  several
resources  exist  for
obtaining answer keys.
However, you must use
them  responsibly  and
ethically.  Here  are
s o m e  l e g i t i m a t e
sources to consider:

Your instructor
or university
course page:
Many professors

provide an
answer key for
self-checking,
sometimes only
for selected
exercises.
Always start
here.
Official
publisher
resources: The
McGraw-Hill
website
(publisher of
Harmony in
Context) may
offer instructor
resources.
Students can
sometimes
access student
answer keys if
the course is
enrolled in an
online learning
platform like
Connect.
Study groups
and peer
tutoring
centers:
Working with
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classmates and
comparing
answers can be
more effective
than relying on a
single key. You
also learn from
each other’s
reasoning.
Online music
theory forums:
Websites like
Reddit’s
r/musictheory or
dedicated
Discord servers
often have
helpful members
who can explain
why a particular
answer is
correct.
However, these
are not official
answer keys.
Self-produced
answer keys:
Some dedicated
students create
their own answer
keys as they
progress. If you

have a friend
who has already
taken the course,
they may share
their checked
workbook—but
again, use this to
verify, not to
copy.

Warning:  Be cautious
of  unofficial  answer
keys  found  on  file-
sharing  sites.  They
may contain errors, be
poorly  formatted,  or
even be for the wrong
edition  (first  edition
answers do not match
the  second  edit ion
workbook).  Always
confirm  that  the
resource  explicitly
states  Harmony  In
Context  Second
Edition  Workbook
Answers.

USING THE
WORKBOOK
ANSWERS AS A
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STUDY GUIDE FOR
EXAMS

The  workbook  is  also
a n  e x c e l l e n t
preparation  tool  for
theory  p lacement
e x a m s ,  A P  M u s i c
Theory,  or  graduate
entrance tests. Here is
how to  use Harmony
In  Context  Second
Edition  Workbook
Answers in your exam
prep:

Simulate timed1.
conditions: Set
a timer for each
section (e.g., 10
minutes for a 4-
bar part-writing
exercise).
Complete it
without any aids.
Score yourself2.
using the
answer key.
Tally the number
of errors. Keep a
log of your
scores over
several weeks to

track
improvement.
Focus on high-3.
frequency
topics: Identify
which types of
exercises you
most often get
wrong. For
example, if you
consistently miss
secondary
dominant
resolutions, drill
those specific
workbook
exercises
repeatedly.
Use answer4.
explanations:
Some answer
keys include
brief rationales.
Read these
carefully. They
often reveal the
logic behind a
voice-leading
choice or
harmonic
progression.

By treating the answer
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key as a scoring rubric,
you transform it from a
crutch into a powerful
measurement tool.

BALANCING
RESPONSIBILITY:
THE ETHICS OF
USING WORKBOOK
ANSWERS

Music theory is a skill,
no t  jus t  a  body  o f
knowledge.  Using  an
answer  key  to  bypass
the struggle of learning
is  se l f -defeat ing .
However,  using  it  to
check  you r  wo rk ,
c o r r e c t
misunderstandings,
a n d  l e a r n  f r o m
mistakes  is  not  only
ethical—it  is  smart
pedagogy.  Most  music
professors  encourage
students to use answer
keys  as  long  as  they
attempt  the  exercises
first  and do not submit
copied  work  as  their
own.

R e m e m b e r :  t h e
ultimate goal is not to
h a v e  a  p e r f e c t
workbook  with  all  the
right  answers  in  ink.
The goal is to develop
the  abil ity  to  hear,
analyze,  and  write
music  fluently.  A
responsible  approach
t o  H a r m o n y  I n
Context  Second
Edition  Workbook
Answers respects that
goal while providing a
safety  net  for  your
learning  journey.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR PATH TO
HARMONIC
FLUENCY

T h e  Harmony  In
Context  Second
Edition  Workbook
Answers is a powerful
aid  when  used  with
d i s c i p l i n e  a n d
intention.  It  can  help
you catch errors early,
build  confidence,  and
d e e p e n  y o u r
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t h e o r e t i c a l
understanding.  But  it
can  also  become  a
hindrance if it replaces
the  messy,  productive
process  of  trial  and
error.  Embrace  the
workbook as a rigorous
partner  in  your  music
t h e o r y  s t u d i e s .
Attempt every exercise
with  full  effort,  check
your answers carefully,
l e a r n  f r o m  e a c h
mistake,  and  then
move  forward  with
greater  insight.
Music  theory  is  not  a

s e t  o f  r u l e s  t o
memor i ze—i t  i s  a
language to speak. The
workbook  gives  you
the  p rac t i ce ;  t he
answer  key  gives  you
t h e  f e e d b a c k .
C o m b i n e d  w i t h
attentive listening and
regular  practice,  you
will  soon  find  yourself
a n a l y z i n g  B a c h
c h o r a l e s  a n d
composing  your  own
progressions with ease.
Keep  working,  keep
questioning,  and  let
the  harmony  guide
you.


