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UNDERSTANDING
THE SEMPLICA
GIRL DIARIES
SUMMARY: A DEEP
DIVE INTO GEORGE
SAUNDERS'
SATIRICAL
MASTERPIECE

George  Saunders  has
long  been  celebrated
as  one  of  the  most
inventive  and  socially
conscious writers of his
generation, and few of
his  works  capture  his
unique  genius  quite
like  The  Semplica
Girl Diaries. Originally
published  in  The  New
Yorker  in  2012  and
later  included  in  his

acclaimed  collection
Tenth  of  December,
this  short  story  offers
readers  a  chi l l ing,
da rk l y  humorous
glimpse  into  a  near-
future  America  where
consumerism,  class
anxiety,  and  moral
blindness  collide.  For
anyone  seek ing  a
t h o r o u g h  T h e
Semplica Girl Diaries
summary,  this  article
will  explore  the  plot,
characters,  themes,
and lasting significance
o f  S a u n d e r s '
provocative tale, while
also  examining  why
this story continues to
resonate so powerfully
with  contemporary
audiences.
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The
Premise:
A World
Where
Status
Symbols
Come
Alive
Before  diving  into  a
d e t a i l e d  T h e
Semplica Girl Diaries
s u m m a r y ,  i t  i s
essential to understand
the  world  Saunders
creates.  The  story  is
se t  i n  a  suburban
A m e r i c a n
neighborhood  that
feels both familiar and
unsettlingly  strange.
T h e  n a r r a t o r  i s  a

middle-aged  father
named Tyler, who, like
m a n y  i n  h i s
c o m m u n i t y ,  i s
obsessed with keeping
up  appearances.  His
family  includes  his
wife,  Pam,  and  their
three  children:  Becky,
Eva,  and  L i ly .  The
family  is  financially
stretched,  but  when
Tyler  receives a  small
bonus  at  work ,  he
decides to purchase a
highly  sought-after
status symbol: a set of
Semplica Girls.
Semplica  Gir ls  are
young  women  from
poorer  countries  who
have  been  recruited
and  modified  to  serve
a s  l i v i n g  l a w n
ornaments.  They  are
tethered  to  a  thin,
almost  invisible  line
that runs through their
brains,  allowing  them
to  float  gracefully
around  the  yard  in
m a t c h i n g  w h i t e
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dresses.  They  cannot
speak,  they  smi le
perpetually,  and  they
exist as decorations for
wealthy  families  to
display.  The  story
unfolds through Tyler's
d i a r y  e n t r i e s ,
chronicling  the  days
lead ing  up  to  and
f o l l o w i n g  t h e
installation of  his  own
Semplica Girls.

A Step-
by-Step
The
Semplica
Girl
Diaries
Summary
To fully appreciate the
story's  complexity,  let

us  break  down  The
Semplica Girl Diaries
summary  into its key
narrative  stages.  The
story  is  not  told  in  a
t rad i t iona l  l inear
fashion  but  rather
through  dated  diary
entries,  which gives it
a n  i n t i m a t e ,
confessional quality.

THE SETUP:
FINANCIAL STRAIN
AND SOCIAL
PRESSURE

The  story  opens  with
Tyler  reflecting  on  his
financial  situation.  He
has  a  good  job  but
struggles  to  keep  up
with  the  expectations
of  his  community.  His
n e i g h b o r s ,  t h e
Morrisseys,  already
have  Semplica  Girls,
and Tyler's wife,  Pam,
frequently reminds him
o f  t h i s  f a c t .  T h e
pressure to conform is
immense,  and  when
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T y l e r  r e c e i v e s  a
modest bonus, he sees
it  as  his  chance  to
finally  achieve  the
status  he  craves.  He
p u r c h a s e s  t h e
Sempl ica  G i r l s  on
credit ,  sett ing  the
stage  for  the  family's
downward spiral.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
striking  elements  of
this  The  Semplica
Girl Diaries summary
is  the  way  Saunders
c a p t u r e s  T y l e r ' s
internal  monologue.
Tyler is not a villain; he
is a man who genuinely
loves his family but is
trapped  by  the  very
s y s t e m s  o f
consumerism and class
t h a t  h e  h e l p s
p e r p e t u a t e .  H e
r a t i o n a l i z e s  h i s
purchase by convincing
h i m s e l f  t h a t  t h e
Semplica  Gir ls  are
better  off  in  his  yard
than  in  their  home
countries.  This  self-

deception  is  a  central
theme of the story.

INSTALLATION DAY:
A CELEBRATION OF
MORAL BLINDNESS

When  the  Semplica
Girls arrive, the family
throws a party to show
them  off.  Neighbors
gather  in  the  yard,
sipping  drinks  and
admiring  the  floating
women.  Tyler  feels  a
surge  of  pr ide  and
val idat ion.  He  has
finally  arrived.  Yet,
e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e
celebration,  there  are
hints of unease. Tyler's
youngest  daughter,
Lily,  seems  disturbed
by the Semplica Girls,
and  his  mother-in-law
m a k e s  p o i n t e d
comments  about  the
morality  of  the  whole
arrangement.  These
moments of dissent are
quickly  dismissed,  but
they linger in the mind
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of the reader.
This  section  of  The
Semplica Girl Diaries
s u m m a r y  i s
particularly  effective
because  Saunders
forces us to sit with the
d iscomfor t  o f  the
situation. The Semplica
Girls  are  treated  as
objects ,  and  their
h u m a n i t y  i s
systematically  erased.
T h e y  a r e  g i v e n
numbers  instead  of
names ,  and  the i r
b a c k s t o r i e s  a r e
reduced  to  vague
references  to  poverty
and  opportunity.  The
p a r t y  s c e n e  i s  a
masterclass  in  social
satire,  exposing  the
emptiness  of  status
s y m b o l s  a n d  t h e
cruelty  of  a  society
that values appearance
over ethics.

THE TURNING

POINT: A
DAUGHTER'S
REBELLION

The  story's  dramatic
turning  point  comes
w h e n  L i l y ,  t h e
youngest  daughter,
decides  to  free  the
Semplica  Girls.  She
cannot  bear  to  see
them  as  decorations,
and  she  acts  on  her
empathy in a way that
the  adults  around her
cannot.  In  the  middle
of  the night,  she cuts
the  line  that  tethers
the girls, allowing them
to  escape.  When  the
family  wakes  up  the
next  morning,  the
Semplica  Gir ls  are
g o n e ,  a n d  L i l y  i s
nowhere to be found.
Wha t  f o l l ows  i s  a
frantic  search for  Lily.
Tyler is consumed by a
mixture of fear, anger,
and  confus ion.  He
cannot understand why
his daughter would do
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s o m e t h i n g  s o
destructive. The police
are  called,  neighbors
are  questioned,  and
the  family's  carefully
constructed  facade
begins to crumble. This
s e c t i o n  o f  T h e
Semplica Girl Diaries
s u m m a r y  i s
heartbreaking because
it reveals the depth of
T y l e r ' s  m o r a l
blindness.  Even as  he
s e a r c h e s  f o r  h i s
daughter,  he  cannot
fully  grasp the ethical
dimensions of what he
has  done.  He  sees
Lily's act as a betrayal
r a t h e r  t h a n  a
courageous  stand
against  injustice.

THE AFTERMATH:
CONSEQUENCES AND
REFLECTION

T h e  s t o r y  e n d s
ambiguously,  with  Lily
still  missing and Tyler
left to grapple with the

fal lout.  He  is  not  a
changed man, but he is
a shaken one. The final
diary  entries  are  filled
w i t h  r e g r e t  a n d
confusion, but there is
no clear resolution. The
Semplica  Gir ls  are
gone,  the  family  is  in
d i sa r ray ,  and  the
reader is left to wonder
what  kind  of  world
would  al low  such  a
situation to exist in the
first place.
This ambiguous ending
is  one  of  the  story's
greatest  strengths.
Saunders  does  not
offer  easy  answers  or
tidy  moral  lessons.
Instead,  he  forces
readers to sit with the
d iscomfor t  o f  the
n a r r a t i v e  a n d  t o
confront  their  own
complicity  in  systems
of  oppress ion  and
c o n s u m p t i o n .  A
c o m p l e t e  T h e
Semplica Girl Diaries
s u m m a r y  m u s t
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acknowledge  that  the
story is not just about
one  family's  moral
failure;  it  is  a  mirror
held  up  to  society  at
large.

Major
Themes
in The
Semplica
Girl
Diaries
Any  thorough  The
Semplica Girl Diaries
s u m m a r y  m u s t
explore  the  themes
that make the story so
powerful.  Saunders
uses the Semplica Girls
as  a  metaphor  for  a
wide  range  of  social
ills, and his satire cuts
deep.

CONSUMERISM AND
STATUS ANXIETY

The  most  obv ious
theme in  the  story  is
t h e  e m p t i n e s s  o f
consumerism.  Tyler's
entire life is defined by
his  need  to  keep  up
with his neighbors. He
buys things he cannot
afford  in  order  to
project  an  image  of
success.  The Semplica
Girls  are  the  ultimate
c o n s u m e r  i t e m
because  they  a re
l i v ing ,  b rea th ing
human beings reduced
to  the  status  of  lawn
ornaments.  Saunders
skewers  the  absurdity
o f  a  s o c i e t y  t h a t
measures  worth  by
possessions,  especially
w h e n  t h o s e
p o s s e s s i o n s  a r e
people.

CLASS AND GLOBAL
INEQUALITY

The  Semplica  Girls
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come  f rom  poorer
countries,  and  their
status as decorations is
built on a foundation of
global  inequal i ty .
Saunders does not shy
a w a y  f r o m  t h i s
uncomfortable  reality.
The girls are described
as being "grateful" for
the opportunity to live
i n  a  w e a l t h y
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  a
rationalization  that
echoes  real -wor ld
justifications  for
exploitation.  The story
fo rces  readers  to
confront  the  ways  in
which privilege is often
built on the suffering of
others.

MORAL BLINDNESS
AND SELF-
DECEPTION

Tyler is not a malicious
p e r s o n ,  b u t  h e  i s
deeply  morally  blind.
He  convinces  himself
that what he is doing is

acceptable  because
everyone else is doing
it.  He deflects  criticism
by focusing on his good
intentions and his love
for his family. This self-
deception is a powerful
commentary  on  how
ordinary  people  can
participate  in  systems
of  oppression  without
truly  recognizing  their
role.  A  strong  The
Semplica Girl Diaries
summary  shou ld
emphasize that Tyler is
not a monster; he is a
stand-in  for  all  of  us
who have ever looked
the other way.

EMPATHY AND
INNOCENCE

Lily is the story's moral
center.  She  sees  the
Semplica  Girls  not  as
decorations  but  as
people.  Her  act  of
f r ee ing  them  i s  a
g e s t u r e  o f  p u r e
empathy, and it stands
in stark contrast to the



The Semplica Girl Diaries Summary 9

9

calculated  self-interest
of  the  adults  around
h e r .  H o w e v e r ,
Saunders  does  not
r o m a n t i c i z e  h e r
r e b e l l i o n .  L i l y  i s
p u n i s h e d  f o r  h e r
empathy, and the story
suggests  that  true
moral  courage  often
comes at a high cost.
This  theme  adds  a
layer  of  complexity  to
The  Semplica  Girl
Diaries summary that
r e w a r d s  c a r e f u l
reading.

Literary
Techniqu
es and
Style
Saunders is known for
his  distinctive  literary
s t y l e ,  a n d  T h e
Semplica Girl Diaries
is a prime example of

his approach. The story
is  told  through  diary
entries,  which gives it
a n  i n t i m a t e ,
conversational  tone.
Tyler's  voice  is  full  of
d igress ions ,  se l f -
justifications,  and
awkward  phrasing.  He
is not a polished writer,
and  h i s  l anguage
reflects  his  limited
w o r l d v i e w .  T h i s
narrative  technique  is
highly  effective
because  i t  a l lows
readers  to  see  the
world  through  Tyler's
e y e s  w h i l e  a l s o
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e
l im i ta t ions  o f  h i s
perspective.
Saunders  also  uses
exaggerat ion  and
absurdity  to  highlight
t h e  h o r r o r  o f  t h e
situation. The Semplica
Girls  are  a  ridiculous
and terrifying concept,
but Saunders presents
them  with  deadpan
ser iousness .  Th is
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contrast  between  the
absurd  premise  and
t h e  e a r n e s t  t o n e
creates  a  powerful
satirical  effect.  The
story is both funny and
deeply  unsettling,  a
combinat ion  that
S a u n d e r s  h a s
mastered.

Critical
Reception
and
Literary
Significan
ce
Since  its  publication,
The  Semplica  Girl
Diar ies  has  been
wide ly  pra ised  by
critics  and  readers
alike.  It  is  often  cited
as  one  of  Saunders'

best  stor ies  and  a
highlight  of  the  Tenth
o f  D e c e m b e r
collection. Critics have
praised the story for its
dark  humor,  its  moral
complexity,  and  its
ab i l i ty  to  address
serious  social  issues
without  becoming
didactic or preachy.
The  story  has  also
been  the  subject  of
academic  analysis,
w i t h  s c h o l a r s
e x a m i n i n g  i t s
treatment of neoliberal
e c o n o m i c s ,
postcolonial  theory,
a n d  t h e  e t h i c s  o f
c o n s u m p t i o n .  A
comprehensive  The
Semplica Girl Diaries
s u m m a r y  m u s t
acknowledge  that  this
is a story that rewards
multiple  readings  and
offers new insights with
each encounter.
Saunders'  reputation
as  a  writer  has  only
g r o w n  s i n c e  t h e
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publication of Tenth of
December,  and  The
Semplica Girl Diaries
remains  one  of  his
most  discussed  and
taught  stories.  It  is  a
testament to his ability
to blend entertainment
with  moral  inquiry,
creating  fiction  that  is
both  enjoyable  and
thought-provoking.

Why The
Semplica
Girl
Diaries
Matters
Today
In  an era  of  widening
inequality, conspicuous
consumption,  and
moral  complacency,
The  Semplica  Girl

Diaries  feels  more
relevant than ever. The
story holds up a mirror
t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y
society  and  forces  us
to  ask  uncomfortable
questions  about  our
o w n  l i v e s .  D o  w e
participate  in  systems
of exploitation without
thinking  about  it?  Do
w e  p r i o r i t i z e
appea rance  ove r
ethics?  Do  we  teach
our children to conform
or to question?
The  story  also  serves
as  a  cautionary  tale
about  the  dangers  of
consumerism.  In  a
world  where  we  are
constantly  encouraged
to  buy  more  and  to
define ourselves by our
possessions,  Saunders
reminds  us  that  there
is a human cost to our
desires.  The  Semplica
Girls may be a fictional
invent ion,  but  the
exp lo i ta t ion  they
represent  is  all  too
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real.  Whether  we  are
t a l k i n g  a b o u t
sweatshop  labor ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
degradation,  or  global
economic  inequality,
the  dynamics  that
Saunders  satirizes  are
at  work  in  the  world
around us.
A  c o m p l e t e  T h e
Semplica Girl Diaries
summary  cannot
ignore  the  story's  call
to empathy. Lily is the
h e r o  o f  t h e  s t o r y
because  she  sees  the
h u m a n i t y  i n  t h e
Semplica Girls when no
one else does. Her act
o f  r e b e l l i o n  i s  a
reminder  that  we  all
have  the  power  to
resist  injustice,  even
when it is inconvenient
or  costly.  The  story
challenges  us  to  be
more like Lily and less
like  Tyler,  to  see  the
world  with  clear  eyes
and  a  compassionate
heart.

Conclusio
n: The
Enduring
Power of
a Dark
Satire
To  summarize,  The
Semplica Girl Diaries
summary  is  a  story
about a man who buys
living  women as  lawn
ornaments,  loses  his
daughter  as  a  result,
a n d  n e v e r  f u l l y
understands  what  he
has done wrong. But to
reduce the story to its
p lo t  i s  to  m iss  i t s
deeper  significance.
Saunders has crafted a
work  of  satire  that
exposes the moral  rot
at  the heart  of  affluent
society,  asking  us  to
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consider the true cost
of our comforts and the

d e p t h  o f  o u r  o w n
complicity


