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INTRODUCTION:
THE STELLAR
ENSEMBLE BEHIND
A MODERN
CLASSIC

W h e n  M a r t i n
Scorsese’s  The  Wolf
of Wall Street roared
into  theaters  in  2013,
a u d i e n c e s  w e r e
immediately captivated
n o t  o n l y  b y  i t s
outrageous  true  story
o f  e x c e s s  a n d
corruption but also by
the  powerhouse  cast
that brought it  to life.
The  film,  based  on  the
memoi r  o f  J o rdan
Belfort,  chronicles  the
r i s e  a n d  f a l l  o f  a

stockbroker who built a
fraudulent  empire  in
the  1990s.  But  for
many  viewers,  the
question “Who is in the
Wolf  of  Wall  Street?”
goes  far  beyond  the
lead  role.  The  film
features  an  ensemble
of  actors  who  deliver
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
p e r f o r m a n c e s ,
b lending  comedy,
drama,  and  sheer
audacity.  This  article
will  break  down  the
p r i m a r y  c a s t ,
supporting players, and
cameos that make the
movie a masterclass in
acting and storytelling.

LEONARDO
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DICAPRIO AS
JORDAN BELFORT:
THE CHARISMATIC

ANTIHERO

At the heart of the film
is  Leonardo  DiCaprio,
whose  portrayal  of
Jordan  Belfort  earned
h i m  a n  A c a d e m y
Award  nomination  for
Best  Actor.  DiCaprio
brings  an  electric  mix
of  charm,  greed,  and
manic  energy  to  the
role.  He fully  commits
to  Belfort’s  hedonistic
l i f e s t y l e — s n o r t i n g
drugs,  throwing  lavish
p a r t i e s ,  a n d
manipulating  stock
pr ices—whi le  st i l l
making  the  character
strangely  l ikable.
DiCaprio’s  physical
comedy,  especially
during  the  infamous
Quaalude  sequence,
showcases  his  range.
H i s  p e r f o r m a n c e
anchors  the  film  and
answers  the  central

question “Who is in the
Wolf  of  Wall  Street?”
with  an  unforgettable
lead.

DiCaprio’
s
Preparati
on and
Impact
To  embody  Belfort,
DiCaprio met with the
real  Jordan  Belfort,
s t u d i e d  h i s
mannerisms, and even
improvised many lines.
His chemistry with the
r e s t  o f  t h e  c a s t
elevates  every  scene.
Without  DiCaprio’s
magnetic presence, the
film’s  moral  ambiguity
might not resonate as
p o w e r f u l l y .  H e
transforms a fraudster
in to  a  compel l ing
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protagonist,  forcing
audiences  to  question
their  own  fascination
with wealth and power.

JONAH HILL AS
DONNIE AZOFF:
THE WILD
SIDEKICK

Jonah Hill plays Donnie
Azoff,  a  fictionalized
version  of  Belfort’s
real-life partner Danny
P o r u s h .  H i l l ’ s
performance is a riot of
unhinged  humor  and
loyal ty .  Donnie  is
Belfort’s  first  major
recruit  and  later  his
c losest  f r iend  and
accomplice. Hill gained
weight for the role and
adopted a nasal, high-
pitched  voice  that
became  ins tant ly
iconic.  His  comedic
timing  is  impeccable,
especially  in  scenes
where he and DiCaprio
engage  in  drug-fueled
a n t i c s .  H i l l ’ s
performance  earned

h i m  a n  O s c a r
nomination  for  Best
Support ing  Actor ,
c e m e n t i n g  h i s
transition from comedy
to dramatic acting.

Donnie’s
Role in
the
Stratton
Oakmont
Story
D o n n i e  i s  t h e
embodiment  of  the
greed  that  pervades
Stratton  Oakmont.  He
is  impulsive,  crude,
and  utterly  loyal  until
m a t t e r s  o f  s e l f -
preservation  arise.
Hill’s ability to balance
absurd  comedy  with
m o m e n t s  o f
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vulnerability  makes
Donnie more than just
a sidekick. He is a key
figure  in  the  narrative,
driving  many  of  the
film’s  most  memorable
s c e n e s ,  f r o m  t h e
lobster-eating  contest
to  the  disastrous  flight
home from Italy.

MARGOT ROBBIE
AS NAOMI
LAPAGLIA: THE
GLAMOROUS WIFE

Austral ian  actress
Margot  Robbie  burst
onto Hollywood’s radar
with her breakout role
as  Naomi  Lapaglia,
Jordan Belfort’s second
w i f e .  N a o m i  i s
beautiful,  sharp,  and
initially enamored with
Jordan’s  wealth,  but
she  later  becomes  a
source  of  conflict.
Robbie brings depth to
a role that could easily
be  one-dimensional.
S h e  m a t c h e s
DiCaprio’s  intensity  in

t h e i r  e x p l o s i v e
arguments  and  adds
emotional  weight  to
t h e  s t o r y ’ s  l a t e r
chapters. Her audition,
where  she  slapped
DiCaprio on the spur of
the  moment,  won her
the  part  and  signaled
the  kind  of  fearless
performer  she  would
become.

Naomi’s
Significan
ce in the
Film
Naomi  represents  the
high  cost  of  Belfort’s
l i f e s t y l e — b o t h
financially  and
emotionally.  Robbie’s
performance  is  crucial
in showing the toll that
unchecked  excess
takes  on  personal
relat ionships.  Her
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scenes  with  DiCaprio,
especially  the  iconic
“I’m  not  leaving  this
room”  showdown,  are
some of the film’s most
dramatic moments. For
fans asking “Who is in
t h e  W o l f  o f  W a l l
Street?”  Robbie’s
presence is a highlight.

KYLE CHANDLER
AS AGENT PATRICK
DENHAM: THE
TENACIOUS
INVESTIGATOR

Kyle Chandler plays FBI
Special  Agent  Patrick
Denham, who leads the
invest igat ion  into
Be l fo r t ’ s  c r imes .
Denham  is  the  moral
counterweight  to  the
film’s  chaos,  a  calm
and  steady  presence
pursu ing  jus t i ce .
C h a n d l e r ’ s
p e r f o r m a n c e  i s
u n d e r s t a t e d  y e t
powerful,  conveying
determination  without
melodrama. His scenes

w i t h  D i C a p r i o ,
particularly  the  lunch
meeting  on  Belfort’s
yacht,  crackle  with
tension. Denham is not
a cartoonish villain but
a real person who sees
through  Be l fo r t ’ s
charm.

Denham’
s Role as
the
Oppositio
n
Chandler’s  character
grounds  the  film  in
reality.  While  Stratton
Oakmont’s  employees
party  and  scheme,
Denham  methodically
builds a case. His quiet
persistence makes him
a formidable opponent.
The  audience  never
roots against him, even
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while enjoying Belfort’s
antics.  Chandler’s
pe r f o rmance  i s  a
reminder that someone
is  always  watching—a
subtle but vital layer in
the story.

ROB REINER AS
MAX BELFORT:
THE FATHER
FIGURE

Legendary director and
actor Rob Reiner plays
Jordan’s  father,  Max
Belfort. Max is a retired
a c c o u n t a n t  w h o
initially  disapproves of
his  son’s  lifestyle  but
eventually  becomes
complicit  by  helping
launder money. Reiner
brings  warmth  and  a
t o u c h  o f  c y n i c a l
wisdom to the role. His
deadpan  delivery  in
scenes  like  “I  don’t
want to go to jail” adds
a  l a y e r  o f  d a r k
comedy.  Re iner ’s
presence also connects
the  film  to  a  broader

cinematic legacy, as he
is an icon of American
filmmaking.

JON BERNTHAL AS
BRAD BODNICK:
THE LOYAL FRIEND

Jon  Bernthal  makes  a
strong  impression  as
Brad  Bodnick,  one  of
Belfort’s  earliest  and
most  loyal  associates.
Brad  is  a  former  car
salesman  who  joins
Stratton  Oakmont  and
quickly  embraces  the
c o r r u p t  c u l t u r e .
Bernthal’s  tough-guy
persona  serves  the
c h a r a c t e r  w e l l ,
especially  in  scenes
involving  physical
confrontations  or  drug
abuse.  His  chemistry
with  DiCaprio  and  Hill
f e e l s  a u t h e n t i c ,
r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e
bro therhood  that
ultimately  dissolves
under  pressure.
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SUPPORTING CAST
AND NOTABLE

CAMEOS

The depth of The Wolf
o f  W a l l  S t r e e t
extends far beyond the
main  roles.  Several
supporting  actors  and
cameos  enrich  the
w o r l d  S t r a t t o n
Oakmont  occupies.

Cristin
Milioti as
Teresa
Petrillo
Cristin  Milioti  plays
Teresa, Jordan Belfort’s
first  wife.  She
represents the ordinary
life  Jordan  abandons
for  wealth.  Her  brief
but  effective
performance highlights
the  emotional  toll  of
Belfort’s  greed.  Milioti

later  gained  fame  for
her role in How I  Met
Your  Mother,  but  her
work  here  remains  a
poignant  counterpoint
to  the  film’s  excess.

Matthew
McConau
ghey as
Mark
Hanna
Matthew McConaughey
appears in a small but
unforgettable  role  as
Mark  Hanna,  Belfort’s
mentor at the start of
the  film.  Hanna  is  a
c o c a i n e - s n o r t i n g ,
c h e s t - t h u m p i n g
salesman who teaches
Jo rdan  the  “ t rue”
m e a n i n g  o f
s t o c k b r o k i n g .
McConaughey’s  chest-
pounding  song  during
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their  lunch  meeting
became  an  instant
meme and a symbol of
Wall  Street’s  crazed
c u l t u r e .  H i s
performance  is  brief
but  perfectly  distilled.

Jean
Dujardin
as Jean
Jacques
Saurel
Academy Award winner
Jean  Dujardin  (from
The  Art ist)  plays  a
Swiss  banker  who
helps  Belfort  launder
money.  Dujardin’s
sophisticated,  slightly
amused  demeanor
adds  an  international
flair  to  the  corruption.
His character serves as
a  reminder  that  the
w e b  o f  i l l e g a l i t y

extended beyond New
York.

Joanna
Lumley
as Aunt
Emma
Veteran British actress
Joanna  Lumley  plays
Aunt  Emma,  Naomi’s
aunt  who  helps  hide
Be l f o r t ’ s  money .
L u m l e y  b r i n g s
elegance  and a  biting
w i t  t o  h e r  r o l e ,
delivering  lines  about
“ the  fami ly”  w i th
perfect  timing.  Her
presence  underscores
the  film’s  theme  of
complicity  among  all
levels  of  society.

Kenneth
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Choi as
Chester

Ming
Kenneth  Choi  plays
C h e s t e r  M i n g ,  a
Stratton  Oakmont
e m p l o y e e  w h o
becomes a fan favorite
f o r  h i s  c o m e d i c
outbursts. His line “We
don’t  need  a  credit
check, we just need a
pulse”  encapsulates
t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s
predatory ethos. Choi’s
energetic  performance
adds to the film’s lively
office atmosphere.

THE DIRECTOR
AND CREATIVE
TEAM BEHIND THE
CAST

While  the  actors  are
the immediate answer
to “Who is in the Wolf
of  Wall  Street?”  the

film’s  success  also
hinges on its  director,
Mar t i n  Sco r sese .
S c o r s e s e ’ s
col laboration  with
DiCaprio has produced
several  classics,  and
this  film  is  no
exception.  Scorsese’s
trademark  k inet ic
editing, long takes, and
r o c k - a n d - r o l l
soundtrack  b lend
perfect ly  with  the
cast’s  performances.
H e  g u i d e d  t h e
ensemble  to  deliver  a
m o v i e  t h a t  i s
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
hilarious, shocking, and
morally  ambivalent.
The  casting  director,
E l l en  Lew i s ,  a l so
deserves  credit  for
assembling this dream
team.

WHY THE CAST
MATTERS: THE
LEGACY OF THE
WOLF OF WALL
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STREET

The  question  “Who  is
in  the  Wolf  of  Wal l
Street?” is more than a
trivia point. The cast’s
c h e m i s t r y  a n d
indiv idual  ta lents
elevate  the  film
b e y o n d  a  s i m p l e
cautionary  tale.  Each
actor, from DiCaprio to
the  most  minor  role,
contr ibutes  to  the
film’s  hypnotic  portrait
o f  g r e e d .  T h e
performances  are  so
strong that they make
viewers simultaneously
root  for  and  despise
the  characters.  This
moral  complexity  is
why the film remains a
topic  of  discussion
years  after  its  release.

The
Cast’s

Impact on
Pop
Culture
Lines  from  the  film,
s u c h  a s  “ I ’ m  n o t
leaving this room” and
“Sell  me  this  pen,”
have  en te red  the
cultural  lexicon.  The
party scenes, with their
outrageous  costumes
and  behavior,  have
become iconic. Much of
this owes to the cast’s
willingness  to  go  all
in—no one holds back.
DiCaprio’s  Quaalude
crawl,  Hill’s  screaming
fits, and Robbie’s fierce
independence  a l l
contribute  to  a  film
that  feels  raw  and
alive.

CONCLUSION: AN
ENSEMBLE FOR
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THE AGES

In answering “Who is
in  the Wolf  of  Wall
Street?”,  we  find  a
remarkable  assembly
of  talent  that  creates
o n e  o f  t h e  2 1 s t
c e n t u r y ’ s  m o s t
unforgettable  movies.
Leonardo  DiCaprio
del ivers  a  career-
defining  performance,
supported  by  Jonah
Hill ’s  wild  comedic
e n e r g y ,  M a r g o t
Robbie’s breakout turn,
Kyle  Chandler’s  stoic
resolve,  and  a  wealth
o f  c a m e o s  f r o m
seasoned  ac to rs .
M a r t i n  S c o r s e s e

orchestrates this chaos
i n t o  a  c o h e r e n t ,
riveting  narrative.
Whether you watch for
the humor, the drama,
or the pointed critique
of capitalism, the cast
is  the  engine  that
dr ives  i t  a l l .  Their
collective work ensures
that  The Wolf  of  Wall
S t r e e t  r e m a i n s  a
landmark  film,  as
entertaining  as  it  is
unsettling.  So  next
time someone asks you
w h o  s t a r s  i n  t h i s
modern  epic,  you  can
confidently  name  not
just  a  lead,  but  an
entire  ensemble  that
made  movie  history.


