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MASTERING
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Windows  8  marked  a
significant  shift  in
operat ing  system
design  for  Microsoft,
introducing  a  touch-
friendly  interface,  a
redes igned  S ta r t
screen,  and  a  faster
boot process. However,
this  speed came at  a
cost  for  many  users:
the traditional  method
of tapping the F8 key
dur ing  s ta r tup  to
access  Safe  Mode
became  unreliable.  If

you  have  ever  found
yourself  staring  at  a
black  screen,  dealing
with a stubborn driver
conflict,  or  trying  to
remove  a  persistent
piece of malware, you
know how crucial  it  is
to  access  a  minimal,
secure  environment.
Safe  Mode  loads  only
the  essential  drivers
and services needed to
run Windows, providing
a  stable  platform  for
t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g ,
u n i n s t a l l i n g
problematic  software,
and  restoring  system
stability.  This  article
will guide you through
every  reliable  method
for entering Safe Mode
in Windows 8, ensuring
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y o u  c a n  g e t  y o u r
system back  on  track
regardless  of  your
technical background.

Why Safe
Mode
Matters
in
Windows
8
Before  diving  into  the
specific  steps,  it  helps
to  understand  what
Safe  Mode  actually
does.  When  you  boot
into  this  diagnostic
mode,  Windows  loads
o n l y  t h e  c o r e
components:  basic
d i s p l a y  d r i v e r s ,
essen t ia l  sys tem
s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  a
minimal  set  of  drivers

for  input  devices  like
your  keyboard  and
mouse.  Networking  is
disabled  unless  you
specifically  choose
" S a f e  M o d e  w i t h
Networking."  This
s t r i p p e d - d o w n
environment  prevents
third-party  software,
faulty  drivers,  and
many types of malware
from  loading,  giving
you  a  clean  slate  to
work  from.  Common
troubleshooting  tasks
performed  in  Safe
Mode  include  rolling
back  or  uninstalling
problematic  device
d r i v e r s ,  r u n n i n g
antivirus scans without
interference,  using
System  Restore  to
revert  to  a  previous
working  state,  and
removing  stubborn
applications that refuse
to  uninstall  in  normal
mode.
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METHOD 1: USING
THE SHIFT +
RESTART

COMBINATION

T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
straightforward  and
recommended  method
for  most  users .  I t
leverages  the  built-in
recovery  options  of
Windows  8  to  guide
you  into  Safe  Mode
without  needing  to
watch for a key press
d u r i n g  b o o t .  T h e
process  works  from
both  the  login  screen
and  within  Windows
itself.

From the
Login
Screen

Start or restart1.
your computer
and wait until
you reach the

Windows 8 login
screen where
you enter your
password or PIN.
Locate the power2.
icon in the
bottom-right
corner of the
screen (or top-
right depending
on your system
settings).
Hold down the3.
Shift key on
your keyboard.
While holding4.
Shift, click
Restart. Keep
holding Shift until
the screen turns
blue and a menu
of options
appears.
Release the Shift5.
key. You are now
in the Windows
Recovery
Environment
(WinRE).
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From
Within
Windows
(Desktop
or Start

Screen)
Open the Charms1.
bar by moving
your mouse to
the top-right or
bottom-right
corner of the
screen, or by
pressing
Windows Key +
C.
Click Settings,2.
then click
Power.
Press and hold3.
the Shift key on
your keyboard.
While holding4.

Shift, click
Restart. Your
computer will
restart directly
into the recovery
environment.

Navigatin
g to Safe
Mode
from the
Recovery
Environm
ent
Once your screen turns
blue and presents you
with  a  "Choose  an
option"  screen,  follow
these steps:

Click1.
Troubleshoot.
Click Advanced2.
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options.
Click Startup3.
Settings. This
option may be
hidden if you do
not see it
immediately, but
it is present on
all standard
Windows 8
installations.
Click the Restart4.
button in the
bottom-right
corner of the
screen. Your
computer will
restart again.
After restarting,5.
you will see a list
of numbered
options. Press
the 4 key to
enable Safe
Mode, press 5 for
Safe Mode with
Networking
(useful if you
need internet
access for
downloading
drivers or

updates), or
press 6 for Safe
Mode with
Command
Prompt
(advanced users
only).

Windows will now boot
into the selected Safe
Mode  environment.
You will know it worked
because  the  screen
reso lut ion  wi l l  be
lower,  and  the  word
" S a f e  M o d e "  w i l l
appear  in  a l l  four
c o r n e r s  o f  y o u r
desktop.

METHOD 2: USING
SYSTEM
CONFIGURATION
(MSCONFIG)

If you can still boot into
Windows normally and
p r e f e r  a  m o r e
traditional  approach,
t h e  S y s t e m
Configuration  utility
prov ides  a  s imple
toggle. This method is



6

6 How To Enter Safe Mode
Windows 8

2023-02-12

permanent  until  you
revert  the  change,
meaning  Windows  will
boot  into  Safe  Mode
every time you restart
until  you  disable  the
setting.

Press Windows1.
Key + R to open
the Run dialog
box.
Type msconfig2.
and press Enter.
If prompted by
User Account
Control, click
Yes.
In the System3.
Configuration
window, click the
Boot tab.
Under the "Boot4.
options" section,
check the box
next to Safe
boot.
Select the type5.
of Safe Mode you
want:

Minimal:
Standard
Safe Mode

without
networking
.
Alternate
shell:
Boots to
Command
Prompt
instead of
the
desktop.
Active
Directory
repair: For
domain-
joined
computers.
Network:
Safe Mode
with
networking
support.

Click OK and6.
then click
Restart when
prompted.

Your  computer  wil l
restart  directly  into
Safe Mode. To exit Safe
Mode  and  return  to
normal  operation,  you
need  to  run  msconfig
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again from within Safe
Mode,  go  to  the  Boot
tab,  uncheck  "Safe
boot,"  click  OK,  and
restart.

METHOD 3:
INTERRUPTING
THE BOOT
PROCESS (FORCED
AUTOMATIC
REPAIR)

Windows 8  includes  a
bu i l t - i n  recovery
feature  that  activates
after consecutive failed
boot  attempts.  If  your
system is  so  unstable
that you cannot log in
or  use  the  Sh i f t  +
Restart  method,  you
can force this recovery
menu  by  interrupting
t h e  n o r m a l  b o o t
sequence. This method
is  effective  but  should
be  used  careful ly ,
especially  on  systems
with  SSDs,  as  it  may
cause data loss if done
improperly.

Turn on your1.
computer. As
soon as you see
the Windows
logo or the
spinning dots,
press and hold
the physical
power button on
your computer
case until the
system shuts
down
completely.
Turn on your2.
computer again.
When the
Windows logo
appears, hold the
power button
again to interrupt
the boot process.
Repeat this3.
process a third
time. On the
fourth boot,
Windows will
automatically
detect the
repeated
interruptions and
display a
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message that
says "Preparing
Automatic
Repair" or will
take you directly
to the blue
recovery screen.
Once you see the4.
"Choose an
option" screen,
follow the same
navigation path
as described in
Method 1:
Troubleshoot >
Advanced
options >
Startup
Settings >
Restart, then
press the
appropriate
number key to
select your
desired Safe
Mode option.

This  method  is  a  last
r e s o r t  w h e n  y o u
c a n n o t  a c c e s s
Windows  normally.  It
simulates  a  critical
boot failure, prompting

Windows  to  load  its
recovery  tools.  After
you  finish
troubleshooting,  you
can simply restart your
computer  normally,
and it should boot back
into  Windows  without
issues.

METHOD 4: USING
A WINDOWS 8
INSTALLATION OR
RECOVERY DRIVE

If your system will not
boot  at  al l  and  you
c a n n o t  t r i g g e r
automatic  repair,  a
bootable USB drive or
D V D  c o n t a i n i n g
Windows 8 installation
media  can  save  the
day.  You  wi l l  need
access  to  another
computer to create the
media, but this method
is  highly  reliable  for
severely  corrupted
systems. If you do not
have  ins ta l l a t ion
media, you can create
a recovery drive from a
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working  Windows  8
computer  using  the
built-in Recovery Media
Creator.

Plug in your1.
Windows 8
installation USB
drive or insert
the DVD.
Boot from the2.
media. You may
need to enter
your BIOS or
UEFI settings
(usually by
pressing F2, F12,
Del, or Esc
during startup)
and change the
boot order to
prioritize your
USB or DVD
drive.
On the initial3.
setup screen,
select your
language and
keyboard
preferences,
then click Next.
In the bottom-left4.
corner of the

"Install now"
screen, click the
link that says
Repair your
computer.
You will now see5.
the familiar blue
"Choose an
option" screen.
Click
Troubleshoot.
Click Advanced6.
options, then
click Startup
Settings.
Click Restart.7.
After the restart,
press the
number key
corresponding to
your desired Safe
Mode type.

This approach is similar
to  Method 1 but  uses
external  media  to
initiate  the  recovery
environment.  I t  is
particularly  useful  if
y o u r  W i n d o w s
ins ta l l a t i on  i s  so
damaged that it cannot
load the recovery tools
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stored  on  your  hard
drive.

UNDERSTANDING
THE F8 AND SHIFT
+ F8 ISSUE IN
WINDOWS 8

Many  users  who  are
famil iar  with  older
versions  of  Windows
expect  the  F8  key  to
w o r k  r e l i a b l y  o n
Windows  8.  However,
the  real ity  is  more
complicated.  Due  to
the  significantly
improved  boot  speed
introduced in Windows
8,  the  traditional  F8
key  method  became
unreliable.  Microsoft
designed the system to
boot  so  quickly  that
there  i s  o f ten  not
enough  time  for  the
keyboard  input  to  be
detected  during  the
startup  phase.  While
some  o lder  PCs  or
custom-built  systems
may  still  respond  to
rapid  tapping  of  F8

immediately  after  the
B IOS  sc reen ,  th i s
method  is  no  longer
officially  supported.
S h i f t  +  F 8  i s  a n
a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t
Microsoft promoted for
a  time,  but  it  suffers
from the  same timing
issues. For most users,
the  Shift  +  Restart
method  described  at
the  beginning  of  this
art ic le  is  the  most
d e p e n d a b l e
replacement for the old
F8 trick. If you find that
F 8  w o r k s  o n  y o u r
specific  hardware,
cons ider  yourse l f
fortunate,  but  do  not
re l y  on  i t  a s  you r
pr imary  recovery
strategy.

TIPS FOR
WORKING IN SAFE
MODE ON
WINDOWS 8

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
successfully  entered
Safe Mode, here are a
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few  practical  pointers
to  make  the  most  of
your  troubleshooting
session:

Run a full
antivirus scan.
Many malicious
programs cannot
function in Safe
Mode, making it
an ideal time to
scan your system
with Windows
Defender or a
third-party
security tool.
Uninstall
problematic
software. Use
the Control Panel
to remove
recently installed
programs,
drivers, or
updates that
may be causing
conflicts.
Use System
Restore.
Navigate to the
Control Panel,
search for

"Recovery," and
open System
Restore. Choose
a restore point
from before your
issues began to
revert system
files and
settings.
Update or roll
back drivers.
Open Device
Manager (right-
click the Start
button or press
Windows Key +
X, then select
Device Manager).
Look for devices
with yellow
exclamation
marks. You can
update the driver
or choose
"Properties" and
then "Driver" to
roll back to a
previous version.
Enable safe
mode with
networking if
you need
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internet
access. This
allows you to
download
drivers, access
online support
resources, or
update Windows
Defender
definitions.
Remember that
Safe Mode
loads minimal
drivers. Your
display resolution
will be low, and
some
applications may
not run at all.
This is normal.
Do not panic
because your
desktop looks
different or
certain features
are missing.

EXITING AND
RETURNING TO
NORMAL MODE

W h e n  y o u  h a v e
c o m p l e t e d  y o u r
troubleshooting,  you
need to tell Windows to
boot  normally  again.
T h e  e x i t  m e t h o d
depends  on  how  you
entered Safe Mode:

If you used
msconfig: Open
msconfig again
from within Safe
Mode (press
Windows Key +
R, type msconfig,
press Enter). Go
to the Boot tab,
uncheck "Safe
boot," click OK,
and restart.


