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THE MELODY OF LANGUAGE:
EXPLORING WORDS THAT RHYME
WITH BOARD

Language is a living, breathing
instrument, and rhymes are one of its
most captivating melodies. Whether you
are a poet crafting a sonnet, a
songwriter searching for the perfect
lyric, a student learning phonetic
patterns, or simply someone who loves
the playful sound of words,

understanding rhyme schemes enriches
your appreciation of English. One
common word that often serves as a
rhythmic anchor is "board." From the
wooden planks of a floor to the board of
directors in a corporate room, this
versatile word opens the door to a rich
collection of rhyming companions. In this
article, we will dive deep into the various
words that rhyme with board, explore
their meanings, and discover how you
can use them to add texture and flow to
your writing.
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ECHOES OF "BOARD"

A perfect rhyme, also known as a true
rhyme, occurs when the final stressed
vowel and all subsequent sounds in two
words are identical. For the word
"board," which has the phonetic sound of
/ba:rd/ (with a long "0" and a distinct "r"
sound), there are several strong and
commonly used perfect rhymes. These
words share that exact same ending
sound, making them ideal for end-of-line
rhymes in poetry and song lyrics.

Common One-

Syllabfe PErfEet™ ™
Rhymes

These short, punchy words are the
building blocks of simple yet powerful
rhymes. They are easy to remember and
fit seamlessly into many contexts.

e Cord: A thin, flexible string or
rope. Often used in contexts of
power, connection, or binding.
Example: "He pulled the cord from
the board."

 Lord: A title of nobility or a term
for a ruler. Frequently found in
historical, religious, or fantasy
writing. Example: "The lord sat at
the head of the board."
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e Sword: A itha
bl‘gg;_ Thiswvssfdogr\il:]l;sz :ennie of TWO'Syl |a b | e

action, conflict, or chivalry.

Example: "He laid his sword upon Pe rfeCt Rhymes

the board."

e Ford: A shallow place in a river or ( I
stream that can be crossed. Also a Wlth Stress O n
car brand. Example: "They crossed

the river at the ford, carrying a th e F i n a |

heavy board."

« Gourd: A fruit with a hard shell, Syl |a b | E)

often used as a container or
decoration. Example: "She painted  These words add a little more complexity

the gourd to look like a board and rhythm. They often create a more
game piece." sophisticated or flowing sound in verse.

e Horde: A large group of people,
often with a negative or chaotic * Afford: To have enough money or
connotation. Example: "A horde of resources to pay for something.
fans pressed against the bulletin This is a very versatile word for
board." modern contexts. Example: "Can



you afford the lumber for that
board?"

Abhorred: To be hated or
detested. This word carries strong
emotional weight and is a great
choice for dramatic poetry.
Example: "The tyrant was
abhorred by the board of elders."
Deplored: To be expressed strong
disapproval of something. A more
formal synonym for hated or
lamented. Example: "The
community deplored the decision
of the school board."

Restored: To be returned to a
former condition or place. This
word suggests renewal and
healing. Example: "The old wooden
board was carefully restored."

* Recorded: For the verb form

meaning to capture (sound, video,
or data). Note: The noun form
“record" has a different stress
pattern. Example: "The minutes of
the meeting were recorded on the
board."

Explored: To be traveled through
or examined in detail. A great
word for adventure or intellectual
discovery. Example: "They
explored the cave using a light
board."

e Adored: To be loved deeply and

intensely. A very emotional and
positive rhyme. Example: "The
teacher was adored by the board
of education."

Ignored: To be refused to pay
attention to. A common word that
speaks to neglect or dismissal.
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Example: "The warning on the
board was completely ignored."

e Outpoured: To be flowed out
rapidly and in abundance. Often
used for emotions or liquids.
Example: "His feelings were
outpoured after he read the board
message."

* Implored: To be begged earnestly
or desperately. A dramatic and
passionate word. Example: "The
villagers implored the board to
reconsider."

NEAR RHYMES AND SLANT
RHYMES: THE FLEXIBLE FRIENDS

Not every rhyme needs to be perfect.
Near rhymes, also called slant rhymes,
half rhymes, or imperfect rhymes, share
similar but not identical sounds. They

are incredibly useful for songwriters and
poets who want to avoid a sing-song
quality or need more flexibility. For
"board," the most common near rhymes
involve changing the vowel sound from
the long "0" to the "er" sound or the
short "u" sound.

Words with the
"ER" Sound (as in
n Bll‘d ||)

These words replace the "or" sound with
an "er" sound. They are close enough to

create a satisfying echo, especially when
sung.

e Bird: A feathered animal. Perhaps



the most common near rhyme for
board. Example: "A bird sat on the
diving board."

Heard: The past tense of "hear."
Extremely common and useful.
Example: "The news was heard
throughout the board room."
Word: A unit of language. A
perfect match for wordplay.
Example: "Not a single word was
spoken at the board meeting."
Curd: A dairy product. Example:
"The recipe called for lemon curd
and a cutting board."

Third: The position after second.
Example: "He was the third person
to sign the board."

Stirred: To be mixed or moved.
Example: "The coffee was stirred
as she read the board

announcement."

Preferred: To be liked better.
Example: "She preferred the cork
board to the white board."
Occurred: To have happened. A
great word for storytelling.
Example: "A strange thought
occurred to him as he looked at
the board."

e Absurd: Wildly unreasonable or

illogical. A strong descriptive word.
Example: "The idea of surfing on a
snowboard in the desert was
absurd."

Blurred: Made unclear or
indistinct. Example: "The writing
on the board was blurred by the
rain."
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WO rd S Wlth the Ez:rrzale: "He pinned a card to the

e Lard: Rendered pork fat. An older

I U R” Or "ARR" word, but it rhymes closely. .
Example: "Grease the board with
1 1 lard before using it."
SO u n d Va rl atlo n S e Barred: Closed off or prohibited.
Example: "The entrance was

barred with a heavy board."
e Starred: Marked with a star.

These are slightly less common but still
effective for slant rhymes.

 Hard: Solid, firm, or difficult. Example: "The important item on
Example: "The test was hard, just the board was starred."
like the board he sat on." e Scarred: Marked with scars.

e Guard: To protect or watch over. Example: "The old table board was
Example: "The guard stood by the deeply scarred."

notice board."

e Yard: An area of ground. Example:
“The old board was lying in the
yard."

e Card: A piece of stiff paper.



Other Notable
Near Rhymes

These words stretch the rhyming
definition a little more but can work
beautifully in free verse or lyrical
contexts.

* Bored: Feeling weary because one
is unoccupied. A homophone for
"board" in many accents (when
'‘bored' is pronounced like 'bord').
This creates an interesting
homophone rhyme. Example: "He
was bored of looking at the board."

* Bawled: To have cried loudly.
While the vowel sound is different
(awl vs. or), in some accents and

singing styles, they can blend.
Example: "The child bawled when
he tripped over the board."
Called: To have shouted or
named. Similar to "bawled," a soft
rhyme. Example: "He called out
the items on the board."

Hall: A corridor or large room. A
visual and auditory near rhyme.
Example: "The board was hanging
in the hall."

Wall: A vertical structure.
Example: "The board was mounted
on the wall."

e Tall: Of great height. Example:

"The board was as tall as a man."
Ball: A spherical object. Example:
"The ball hit the backboard."
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USING RHYMES WITH "BOARD"

Knowing the words is only half the
battle. The real skill lies in weaving them
into your writing in a way that feels
natural and impactful. Here are some
strategies for using words that rhyme
with board effectively, whether you are
writing a poem, a song, or a simple
catchy phrase.

Use the Rhyme
to Drive the

CREATIVENTgI-}]iEgIE? \F/C@

Don't let the rhyme dictate your story;
let the story use the rhyme for
emphasis. If you are writing about power
structures, the word "lord" or "board" (as
in board of directors) can create a
natural thematic link. For example: "The
lord of the manor set the rules, ignoring
the needs of the poor. But the
community board fought for a juster
law." Here, the rhyme supports a
contrast between authority and
collective action.

Mix Perfect and



Near Rhymes for
Texture

Using only perfect rhymes can make a
poem feel like a nursery rhyme. To
create a more sophisticated sound, mix
perfect rhymes like "cord" and "lord"
with near rhymes like "heard" and
"word." This technique is very common
in modern songwriting. For instance:
"She heard the final word from the
board. She pulled the cord and closed
the door." The combination of "heard"
and "word" (near rhyme) with "board"
and "cord" (perfect rhyme) creates a

10

pleasing, unpredictable rhythm.

Play with
Homophones for
Wordplay

The word "board" itself has multiple
meanings (a piece of wood, a group of
officials, to get on a vehicle, to receive
meals). The homophone "bored" adds
another layer of cleverness. You can
create witty lines that play on these
double meanings. Example: "The board
meeting went so long that every
member was thoroughly bored."
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