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MASTERING GRAMMAR: THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO
USING A SUBJECT AND VERB AGREEMENT
WORKSHEET

Grammar forms the backbone of clear communication, and few
rules are as fundamental as subject-verb agreement. Without it,
even  the  most  insightful  ideas  can  become  confusing  or
ambiguous. For students, professionals,  and language learners
alike,  understanding how subjects and verbs work together is
essential.  One  of  the  most  effective  tools  for  mastering  this
concept  is  a  well-designed  subject  and  verb  agreement
worksheet. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore what
subject-verb agreement is, why it matters, how worksheets can
help, and how to get the most out of them.

What Is Subject-Verb

Agreement?
Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the
subject  of  a  sentence  must  match  the  verb  in  number  and
person. In simple terms, singular subjects take singular verbs,
and plural subjects take plural verbs. For example:

Correct: The dog runs fast. (singular subject, singular
verb)
Correct: The dogs run fast. (plural subject, plural verb)
Incorrect: The dog run fast. (singular subject, plural verb)

While this rule seems straightforward, English has many nuances
that can trip up even experienced writers. Compound subjects,
indefinite  pronouns,  collective  nouns,  and  intervening  phrases
can all create confusion. This is exactly where a subject and
verb agreement worksheet  becomes invaluable—it provides
structured practice to internalize these rules.

Why Subject-Verb
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Agreement Matters
Proper subject-verb agreement is not just about sounding correct;
it  directly  affects  clarity  and  credibility.  In  academic  writing,
professional  emails,  or  even  casual  conversation,  errors  in
agreement can distract readers and undermine your message.
Teachers and employers often judge competence based on basic
grammar  skills.  Using  a  subject  and  verb  agreement
worksheet  helps learners build a strong foundation, reducing
errors and boosting confidence in their writing.

Core Rules of Subject-Verb
Agreement
To use a subject and verb agreement worksheet effectively,
it helps to review the key rules. Below are the most common
principles with clear examples.

1. SINGULAR AND PLURAL SUBJECTS

The most basic rule: a singular subject requires a singular verb,
and a plural subject requires a plural verb. Most nouns add an -s
for plural, while verbs often drop the -s for plural.

Singular: The bird sings.
Plural: The birds sing.

2. COMPOUND SUBJECTS JOINED BY "AND"
When two or more subjects are joined by and, they generally take
a plural verb.

Example: The teacher and the student agree on the plan.
Exception: If the subjects are considered a single unit, use
a singular verb. The peanut butter and jelly is my favorite
sandwich.

3. SUBJECTS JOINED BY "OR" OR "NOR"
When subjects are joined by or or nor, the verb agrees with the
subject closest to it.

Example: Either the cat or the dogs are outside.
Example: Neither the dogs nor the cat is inside.

4. INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

Indefinite  pronouns  like  everyone,  someone,  nobody,  each,  and
either are singular and take singular verbs. Others like several,
few, both, and many are plural.

Singular: Everyone is invited to the party.
Plural: Several are coming early.
Note: Some indefinite pronouns can be singular or plural
depending on context, such as all, some, and none.

5. COLLECTIVE NOUNS

Collective  nouns  (team,  family,  audience,  committee)  can  be
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singular or plural depending on whether the group acts as a unit
or as individuals.

Singular (unit): The team wins the championship.
Plural (individuals): The team are arguing among
themselves.

6. INTERVENING PHRASES

Phrases  that  come  between  the  subject  and  verb  do  not  affect
agreement. The verb must still match the subject, not the words
in the phrase.

Example: The box of chocolates is on the table. (subject:
box, not chocolates)
Example: The students in the class are ready. (subject:
students)

7. TITLES AND NAMES

Titles of books, movies, and organizations are treated as singular,
even if they contain plural words.

Example: "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer" is a classic
novel.

8. EXPRESSIONS OF QUANTITY

Expressions like a lot of, half of, a portion of, and the majority of
follow the noun they refer to.

Example: A lot of the cake is gone. (cake is singular)

Example: A lot of the cookies are gone. (cookies is plural)

How a Subject and Verb
Agreement Worksheet
Boosts Learning
A  subject  and  verb  agreement  worksheet  is  a  focused
practice  tool  that  presents  learners  with  targeted  exercises.
Unlike general grammar drills, these worksheets zero in on the
specific  rules  of  agreement,  making  them  ideal  for  both
classroom instruction and independent study. Here is why they
are so effective:

Repetition builds muscle memory: Repeated exposure
to correct and incorrect examples helps the brain recognize
patterns.
Immediate feedback: Many worksheets include answer
keys, allowing learners to check their work and learn from
mistakes.
Structured progression: Worksheets often start with
simple exercises and gradually increase in difficulty, which
reduces frustration.
Versatility: They can be used in classrooms, for
homework, or as part of self-paced learning programs.
Adaptability: Teachers can customize worksheets to
address the specific weak points of their students.
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Types of Exercises Found in
a Subject and Verb
Agreement Worksheet
A high-quality subject and verb agreement worksheet  will
include a variety of exercise types to keep learners engaged and
to  cover  different  aspects  of  the  rule.  Here  are  some  common
formats:

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK

Students  choose  the  correct  verb  form  to  complete  each
sentence. This is the most straightforward exercise and excellent
for beginners.

The group of dancers (perform / performs) tonight.

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Learners select the correct sentence from a set of options. This
helps train the eye to spot errors.

A. The list of items are on the desk. B. The list of items is on
the desk.

ERROR CORRECTION

An  advanced  exercise  where  students  find  and  fix  errors  in

sentences.  This  builds  proofreading  skills.

Incorrect: The team are winning the game. Correction: The
team is winning the game.

SENTENCE COMPLETION

Students finish incomplete sentences using the correct verb form,
often with a given subject.

Each of the players ___ (has/have) a uniform.

MATCHING EXERCISES

Subjects and verbs are listed separately, and learners must pair
them correctly. This reinforces the relationship between the two.

PARAGRAPH EDITING

A  full  paragraph  with  multiple  agreement  errors  challenges
learners to apply their knowledge in a realistic context. This is
ideal for advanced students.

How to Use a Subject and
Verb Agreement Worksheet
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Effectively
Simply  completing  a  worksheet  is  not  enough  to  guarantee
mastery. To get the most benefit, follow these strategies:

Review the rules first: Before diving into exercises,1.
spend time understanding the principles. A quick study of
the rules makes practice more meaningful.
Read each sentence carefully: Identify the subject and2.
its number before choosing the verb. Watch out for
intervening phrases and tricky indefinite pronouns.
Explain your choices out loud: Stating the rule you3.
applied reinforces learning. For example, "This subject is
singular, so the verb needs an -s."
Check your answers methodically: Use an answer key4.
and review every mistake thoroughly. Understanding why
an answer is wrong is more important than getting it right.
Repeat with varied worksheets: Exposure to different5.
examples and formats deepens understanding. Look for
worksheets that cover different rules and difficulty levels.
Apply to your own writing: After completing a subject6.
and verb agreement worksheet, review a piece of your
own writing for agreement errors. This transfers practiced
skills to real-world use.

Creating Your Own Subject
and Verb Agreement
Worksheet
For teachers, tutors, or parents, creating a customized subject
and verb agreement worksheet can target the specific needs
of a learner. Here is a simple process:

Identify the focus: Choose one or two rules to1.
concentrate on, such as indefinite pronouns or compound
subjects.
Write clear instructions: Tell the student exactly what to2.
do, such as "Choose the correct verb form."
Create varied examples: Include both common and3.
tricky cases. Use real-world sentences that are relevant to
the student.
Add an answer key: This is essential for self-checking and4.
independent learning.
Test the worksheet: Try it yourself to ensure it is error-5.
free and appropriately challenging.

Common Mistakes to Watch
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Out For
Even advanced learners stumble on certain patterns. A subject
and  verb  agreement  worksheet  is  the  perfect  place  to
address these pitfalls:

Intervening prepositional phrases: The word closest to
the verb may not be the subject. Always find the true
subject.
Indefinite pronouns: Words like each, everyone, and
nobody are always singular, despite often referring to
multiple people.
Collective nouns: American English usually treats them
as singular, while British English sometimes allows plural
verbs.
Subjects after the verb: In sentences like There are
many reasons, the subject follows the verb. Identify the
subject carefully.
Compound subjects with "and": Remember that two
singular subjects joined by and take a plural verb, unless

they form a single idea.

Where to Find Quality
Subject and Verb
Agreement Worksheets
If  you are looking for  ready-made resources,  there are many
excellent  sources.  Educational  websites,  teacher  resource
platforms,  and  grammar  textbooks  all  offer  well-designed
subject  and verb agreement worksheet  options.  Look for
worksheets  that  include  a  mix  of  exercise  types,  clear
instructions,  and  an  answer  key.  Free  printable  versions  are
widely available online,  but  premium resources often offer more
variety and higher quality content.
When  selecting  a  worksheet,  consider  the  learner's  level.
Beginners  benefit  from  basic  fill-in-the-blank  exercises  with
simple subjects. Intermediate learners need compound subjects


