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JUDY BLUME AND
THE NOT BUMMER
SUMMER: A DEEP
DIVE INTO A
BELOVED CLASSIC

For  generations  of
readers, the name Judy
Blume  is  synonymous
with  the  awkward,
hilarious,  and  deeply
honest  experience  of
g r o w i n g  u p .  F e w
authors have captured
the voice of childhood
and early  adolescence
with  such  precision,
humor,  and  empathy.
A m o n g  h e r  v a s t

c a t a l o g  o f
groundbreaking novels,
one title that continues
to  br ing  a  smi le  to
readers’  faces is  Judy
Blume And The Not
Bummer  Summer.
While Blume is perhaps
best known for tackling
tough  topics  in  books
l ike  Are  You  There
God? It’s Me, Margaret
and Forever, the Fudge
series—and  specifically
The  Summer  of  the
N o t - B u m m e r
Summer—reminds  us
tha t  she  i s  a l so  a
m a s t e r  o f  p u r e ,
unadulterated fun. This
ar t ic le  wi l l  take  a
comprehensive look at
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this delightful book, its
p l a c e  i n  B l u m e ’ s
career,  its  enduring
a p p e a l ,  a n d  t h e
valuable  lessons  it
offers  about  family,
creativity,  and making
the  most  o f  those
fleeting summer days.

Who Is
Judy
Blume? A
Brief
Overview
Before  diving  into  the
specifics of the book, it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
understand the cultural
force  behind  it.  Judy
Blume began writing in
the 1960s and quickly
b e c a m e  a
revolutionary  voice  in
children’s  and  young
adult  literature.  She

w a s  u n a f r a i d  t o
address  topics  that
other  authors  shied
away  from,  including
puberty, sibling rivalry,
divorce,  and  bullying.
Her  books  have  sold
over 80 million copies
worldwide  and  have
been translated into 32
languages.
Blume’s  genius  lies  in
her  ability  to  see  the
world  from  a  child’s
perspective. She never
ta lks  down  to  her
readers.  Instead,  she
meets  them  exactly
w h e r e  t h e y  a r e ,
acknowledging  their
f e a r s ,  j o y s ,  a n d
confusions as valid and
important. This respect
for the young reader is
wha t  makes  Judy
Blume And The Not
Bummer  Summer
such a perfect pairing.
T h e  b o o k  i s  a
testament to her belief
that  summer  vacation
s h o u l d  b e  a n
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adventure, not a chore.

The
Fudge
Series:
Where It
All Began
To fully appreciate The
Summer  of  the  Not-
Bummer Summer,  one
must  first  understand
t h e  s e r i e s  t h a t
preceded it. The Fudge
books  center  around
the  Hatcher  family,
specifically  focusing on
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between older  brother
Peter  Hatcher  and his
wildly  unpredictable
younger brother, Farley
Drexel—better  known
as  “Fudge.”

Tales of a
Fourth Grade

Nothing
(1972): The
book that started
it all. Peter is a
fourth-grader
constantly
exasperated by
his three-year-
old brother’s
antics.
Otherwise
Known as
Sheila the
Great (1972): A
spin-off focusing
on Peter’s friend,
Sheila Tubman,
as she confronts
her fears.
Superfudge
(1980): The
Hatcher family
welcomes a new
baby, Tootsie,
and moves to
Princeton for a
year.
Fudge-a-Mania
(1990): The
families go on a
summer vacation
in Maine, with
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hilarious
consequences.
Double Fudge
(2002): Fudge
becomes
obsessed with
money, and the
family meets
long-lost
relatives.
The Summer of
the Not-
Bummer
Summer
(2012): The
long-awaited
final installment,
set during a
summer break
that promises to
be anything but
boring.

The  Summer  of  the
Not-Bummer  Summer
is a unique entry in the
series because it brings
the  story  full  circle.
Peter is now in middle
school ,  Fudge  is  a
preteen, and the family
dynamics have shifted.
Yet,  the  heart  of  the

story  remains  the
same:  nav igat ing
family life with humor,
patience, and a whole
lot of love.

What Is
The
Summer
of the
Not-
Bummer
Summer
About?
T h e  p l o t  o f  T h e
Summer  of  the  Not-
Bummer  Summer  is
deceptively simple. It is
summer  break,  and
Peter,  now  a  middle
schooler, has big plans.
He wants to spend his
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v a c a t i o n  h a v i n g
adventures  with  his
f r i e n d s ,  p l a y i n g
b a s k e t b a l l ,  a n d
generally  avoiding  his
eccent r i c  fami ly .
Meanwhile,  Fudge  has
his own agenda: he is
determined  that  this
w i l l  b e  t h e  n o t -
bummer  summer—a
summer so epic that it
will  be  remembered
forever.
T h e  p r o b l e m ?
Everyone  else  in  the
family  has  different
ideas.  Their  father  is
preoccupied with work.
T h e i r  m o t h e r  i s
juggling responsibilities
at  home.  And  their
younger sister, Tootsie,
is just being her usual
toddler  self.  To  make
matters  worse,  the
family  is  facing  the
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a
s e r i o u s l y  b o r i n g
summer  when  their
original vacation plans
fall through.

But as readers of Judy
Blume And The Not
Bummer  Summer
know, a boring summer
is never truly an option
w h e n  F u d g e  i s
involved.  Through  a
series  of  mishaps,
misunderstandings,
a n d  m o m e n t s  o f
u n e x p e c t e d
togetherness,  the
Hatchers discover that
the  best  adventures
don't  always  come
from  elaborate  plans.
Sometimes,  the  most
memorable  moments
happen  right  in  your
own  backyard—or,  in
this case, on a road trip
that  goes  hilariously
wrong.

Key
Themes
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and What
Makes
This Book

Special
Whi le  the  book  i s
undoubtedly funny, it is
a l so  layered  w i th
themes  that  resonate
with both children and
adults. Here are some
of  the  key  takeaways
from Judy Blume And
The  Not  Bummer
Summer .

THE TRUE MEANING
OF ADVENTURE

One  of  the  central
messages of  the book
is that adventure does
no t  have  to  mean
traveling  to  an  exotic
l oca t i on  o r  do ing
someth ing  w i ld ly
dangerous.  For  Peter,
an adventure might be

surviving a day at the
beach with Fudge. For
Fudge,  an  adventure
might  be  catching  a
giant  frog  or  building
a n  e l a b o r a t e
sandcastle. Judy Blume
reminds readers that a
sense  of  wonder  is  a
choice.  You  can  find
magic in the ordinary if
you are willing to look
for it.

SIBLING
RELATIONSHIPS:
ANNOYING,
COMPLICATED, AND
UNBREAKABLE

No  one  captures  the
love-hate  dynamic  of
sibling  relationships
b e t t e r  t h a n  J u d y
B l u m e .  P e t e r  i s
perpetually  annoyed
by  Fudge ,  bu t  h i s
actions reveal a deep,
protective  love.  He
complains  about  his
l i t t l e  b r o t h e r
constantly,  yet  when
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Fudge is  in  trouble or
needs  help,  Peter  is
always  there.  This
realistic  portrayal  of
siblinghood  is  one  of
the  reasons  Judy
Blume And The Not
Bummer  Summer
feels  so  authentic.  It
v a l i d a t e s  t h e
frustration  while  also
affirming  the  bond.

DEALING WITH
DISAPPOINTMENT

The  Hatcher  family
f a c e s  s e v e r a l
disappointments  over
the  cou r se  o f  t he
summer.  Plans  fal l
through.  Expectations
are dashed. But Blume
shows  her  characters
(and her readers) that
disappointment  is  a
par t  o f  l i f e .  What
matters  is  how  you
respond  to  i t .  The
Hatchers learn to pivot,
to  find  joy  in  smaller
t h i n g s ,  a n d  t o
appreciate each other's

company  even  when
things  go  wrong.

THE VALUE OF
FAMILY TIME

I n  a  w o r l d  t h a t  i s
increasingly  busy  and
screen-focused,  The
Summer  of  the  Not-
Bummer Summer  is  a
gentle reminder of the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
u n p l u g g i n g  a n d
spending time with the
people  who  matter
most.  The  book  is  a
celebration  of  old-
f a sh ioned  f am i l y
fun—board games,  ice
cream cones, and silly
a r g u m e n t s  t h a t
somehow  become
cherished memories.

Why This
Book
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Resonate
s With
Modern

Readers
Decades  after  Judy
Blume  first  introduced
t h e  w o r l d  t o  t h e
Hatcher  family,  her
w o r k  r e m a i n s
incredibly  relevant.
Judy Blume And The
N o t  B u m m e r
S u m m e r  w a s
published in 2012, but
i t s  t h e m e s  a r e
timeless. In an age of
o v e r - s c h e d u l e d
summers  and  digital
distractions,  the  book
serves  as  a  gent le
nudge  to  slow  down
and  enjoy  the  simple
pleasures.
For  parents,  reading
this  book  with  their
ch i l d ren  can  be  a

nostalgic  trip  back  to
their  own  childhoods,
reminding them of the
summers  they  spent
reading Blume's books
unde r  a  t r ee .  Fo r
children,  it  offers  a
hi lar ious  look  at  a
family  that  feels  both
f a m i l i a r  a n d
wonderfully  chaotic.
The  book  encourages
them  to  use  the i r
i m a g i n a t i o n ,  t o
embrace boredom as a
l a u n c h p a d  f o r
creat iv i ty ,  and  to
understand  that  the
best  summer  is  often
the one you make for
yourself.

Lessons
We Can
All Learn
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From a
Not-
Bummer

Summer
Whether you are eight
years  old  or  eighty,
Judy Blume And The
N o t  B u m m e r
Summer  offers
valuable  lessons  that
extend far beyond the
pages of the book.

Plan, but be1.
flexible. Peter
learns that
having a plan is
great, but being
able to adapt
when things go
wrong is even
better.
Find joy in the2.
small
moments. A
shared popsicle,
a game of catch,

a bedtime
story—these are
the building
blocks of a happy
summer.
Let go of3.
perfection. The
Hatcher family's
summer is far
from perfect, and
that is exactly
what makes it
wonderful.
Embrace your4.
inner child. Mr.
and Mrs. Hatcher
also learn to
lighten up and
join in the fun,
reminding
parents that
childhood is not
just for kids.

Judy
Blume’s
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Lasting
Legacy
Judy  Blume  has  been
writing  for  over  five
decades ,  and  her
influence  on  children's
l i t e r a t u r e  i s
immeasurable. She has
paved  the  way  for
a u t h o r s  t o  w r i t e
honestly  about  the
realities of growing up.
Her  books  have  been
challenged and banned
in  some  places,  but
they  have  also  been
embraced  by  millions
of  readers  who  found
comfort,  validation,
and  laughter  in  her
stories.
Judy Blume And The
N o t  B u m m e r
S u m m e r  i s  a
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
everything  she  stands
for:  family,  humor,
resil ience,  and  the
belief  that  every child

deserves  a  story  that
speaks  direct ly  to
them. It is a book that
encourages  young
readers to take charge
of their own happiness
a n d  t o  s e e  t h e
potential for adventure
in every day.
The  book  also  stands
as  a  tes tament  to
Blume's  remarkable
ability to grow with her
audience.  Peter,  who
started  as  a  fourth-
grader  in  Tales  of  a
Fourth  Grade  Nothing,
is  now a  teenager  on
t h e  c u s p  o f  h i g h
schoo l .  Longt ime
readers  have  watched
him  mature,  and  his
journey  mirrors  their
own.  This  emotional
connection  is  what
m a k e s  t h e  F u d g e
series  so  beloved and
why Judy Blume And
The  Not  Bummer
Summer  feels  l ike
coming  home.
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How to
Create
Your Own
Not-
Bummer
Summer
Inspired  by  the  book?
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
practical,  screen-free
ideas  to  make  your
o w n  s u m m e r
unforgettable, just like
the Hatchers.

Start a family
project: Build a
treehouse, plant
a garden, or
create a
scrapbook of
your summer
memories.
Have a no-
plans day: Let

the day unfold
naturally. You
might be
surprised at what
you discover.
Plan a
staycation:
Explore local
parks, museums,
or attractions
you have never
visited.
Read together
as a family:
Choose a book
like Judy Blume
And The Not
Bummer
Summer and
read a chapter
aloud each
evening.
Embrace the
messy: Allow for
spills, mistakes,
and unexpected
detours.
Sometimes, the
best stories
come from the
most chaotic
moments.
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The
Enduring
Appeal of
Judy

Blume
In  conclusion,  Judy
Blume And The Not
Bummer  Summer  is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
children's book. It is a


