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MASTERING VERBS: WHY AN
ACTION AND LINKING VERB
WORKSHEET IS ESSENTIAL FOR
GRAMMAR SUCCESS

Understanding  the  difference  between
action  verbs  and  linking  verbs  is  a
foundational  skill  in  English  grammar.
F o r  s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d
homeschooling parents, an action and
linking verb worksheet serves as one
of  the  most  effective  tools  for  building
this knowledge. Without a solid grasp of
how  verbs  function,  learners  often
struggle  with  sentence  structure,
subject-verb  agreement,  and  even
reading  comprehension.  This  article
explores  every  aspect  of  action  and
linking verbs,  explains why worksheets
are invaluable, and provides actionable
insights  for  creating  or  using  them
effectively.
Whether  you  are  a  fifth-grade  teacher
preparing  a  grammar  unit,  a  tutor
helping a struggling student, or a parent
supplementing  classroom  instruction,
incorporating  a  well-designed  action
and  linking  verb  worksheet  can
transform  confusion  into  clarity.  Let’s
dive  deep  into  what  these  verbs  are,
how  to  distinguish  them,  and  why
targeted  practice  matters.

WHAT ARE ACTION VERBS?

An action verb expresses a physical or
mental action. It tells what the subject of
a sentence does, has done, or will  do.

Action verbs are dynamic—they describe
movement,  activities,  or  processes.
Examples  include  run,  jump,  think,
calculate, write, climb, and decide. In the
sentence  “The  dog  barks  loudly,”  the
word barks is an action verb because it
describes an observable physical action.
Similarly, in “She considers the options
carefully,” considers  is a mental action
verb.
When  students  first  learn  about  verbs,
action verbs are usually the easiest to
identify  because  they  often  involve
something  concrete.  However,  the
challenge arises when verbs appear in
contexts where they do not show action
but instead link the subject to additional
information.  This  is  where  a  thorough
action  and linking verb  worksheet
becomes indispensable.

WHAT ARE LINKING VERBS?

Linking verbs, in contrast, do not express
action. Instead, they connect the subject
of a sentence to a word or phrase that
describes  or  identifies  the  subject.  The
most common linking verb is to be in all
its  forms:  am,  is,  are,  was,  were,  be,
being,  been.  Other  common  linking
verbs  include  seem,  become,  appear,
look,  feel,  taste,  smell,  sound,  grow,
remain, and stay. For example, in “The
cake smells delicious,” smells is a linking
verb  because  it  connects  the  subject
cake  to  the  adject ive  del ic ious ,
describing  the  cake  rather  than  an
action.
One  reason  linking  verbs  confuse
learners is that some verbs can function
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as  either  action  or  l inking  verbs
depending on context. For instance, look
can be an action verb (“She looks at the
painting”) or a linking verb (“She looks
tired”).  A  high-quality  action  and
linking  verb  worksheet  specifically
targets  these  nuances  through  varied
exercises.

WHY WORKSHEET PRACTICE
MATTERS

Grammar  concepts  are  best  learned
through  repeated,  focused  practice.
Lectures  and  reading  alone  rarely
cement  understanding.  When  students
complete an action and linking verb
worksheet,  they  engage  in  active
learning: reading sentences, underlining
verbs, classifying them, and writing their
own  examples.  This  multisensory
approach  reinforces  neural  pathways,
making it more likely that students will
recall the distinction later.
Worksheets  also  provide  immediate
feedback  opportunities.  Teachers  can
quickly  assess  which  students  confuse
linking verbs with action verbs and offer
targeted  reteaching.  For  self-directed
learners,  answer  keys  allow  instant
verification.  Moreover,  worksheets  can
be  adapted  for  different  grade  levels,
from  simple  identification  tasks  in  third
grade to complex sentence analysis  in
middle school.

KEY FEATURES OF AN EFFECTIVE
ACTION AND LINKING VERB
WORKSHEET

Not all worksheets are created equal. An
effective  action  and  linking  verb
worksheet  should include a variety of
exercise  types  to  cater  to  different
learning  styles.  Below  are  essential
components that educators and parents
should look for:

Clear
Instructions and
Examples
Before  students  begin,  the  worksheet
should  provide  a  brief  explanation  of
action and linking verbs,  along with  a
couple  of  illustrative  examples.  This
serves  as  a  quick  refresher  and  sets
expectations. For instance, a top-of-page
box might  state:  “An action verb tells
what  the  subject  does.  A  linking  verb
connects the subject to a description or
rename.”

Identification
Exercises
The most common task is to read a list
of sentences and underline or circle the
verb, then label it as action (A) or linking
(L).  This  straightforward  format  builds
confidence. For example:

The children played in the park.
(A)
That man is my uncle. (L)
The soup tastes salty. (L)
He writes poems every night. (A)

Fill-in-the-Blank
Exercises
Providing sentences with a missing verb
and offering a word bank forces students
to consider both meaning and function.
Should the blank be filled with an action
verb  like  ran  or  a  linking  verb  like
seems? This encourages critical thinking
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about sentence structure.

Distinguishing
Verbs That Can
Be Both
Advanced worksheets include sentences
where  verbs  like  appear,  grow,  smell,
feel,  prove  are used in both ways. For
example:

The roses smell wonderful.
(Linking)
The chef smells the soup. (Action)

Asking students to explain why the verb
functions  differently  in  each  sentence
deepens  understanding.

Writing Original
Sentences
Production tasks  challenge students  to
create sentences using a given verb as
both an action verb and a linking verb.
For instance, using look  in two original
sentences .  Th is  not  on ly  tes ts
comprehension  but  also  enhances
overall  writing  skills.

Error Correction
Some  worksheets  present  sentences
with verb errors  (e.g.,  using an action
verb where a linking verb is needed or
vice versa) and ask students to correct
them.  This  requires  a  higher  level  of
analysis.

SAMPLE EXERCISE IDEAS FOR
YOUR WORKSHEET

If you are creating your own action and

linking  verb  worksheet,  consider
including the following types of exercises
to maximize learning:

Multiple Choice
Sentences
Provide  a  sentence  with  the  verb
underlined,  and  offer  two  options:  “This
verb is: a) action verb b) linking verb.”
This format works well for quick quizzes.

Sorting Activity
List  ten  verbs  (e.g.,  run,  is,  become,
jump,  seem, taste,  think,  remain,  feel,
dance)  and ask students  to  sort  them
into  two  columns:  Action  Verbs  vs.
L ink ing  Verbs .  Th is  he lps  w i th
memorization of common linking verbs.

Sentence
Rewriting
Give a sentence with a linking verb and
ask students to rewrite it using an action
verb  that  conveys  similar  meaning,  or
vice versa. For example, change “She is
happy” to “She smiles happily.”

INTEGRATING WORKSHEETS INTO
A BROADER GRAMMAR LESSON

A n  a c t i o n  a n d  l i n k i n g  v e r b
worksheet  works  best  as  part  of  a
scaffolded  lesson.  Start  with  a  direct
instruction  session  where  you  model
identifying verbs using a short passage.
Then  move  to  guided  practice  with  a
worksheet, where you work through the
first  few  sentences  together.  Finally,
ass ign  independent  worksheet
completion.  Consider  using  a  second
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worksheet as homework or a formative
assessment.
For  remote  learning  or  b lended
classrooms,  d ig i ta l  vers ions  of
worksheets can be created using Google
Forms or interactive PDFs. These allow
automatic  grading  and  immediate
feedback, which enhances engagement.

COMMON MISTAKES STUDENTS
MAKE AND HOW WORKSHEETS
ADDRESS THEM

Even  after  initial  instruction,  students
commonly  misidentify  linking  verbs  as
action verbs.  For  example,  they might
think  seems  is  an  action  because  it
“feels” like a mental process. A targeted
action and linking verb worksheet
that includes sentences with sensory
verbs like looks, sounds, feels in both
contexts helps clarify that the verb’s
function depends on whether it is
describing a state or an action. Another
frequent error is forgetting that be verbs
are almost always linking (except in
passive voice, which is a separate
lesson). Worksheets that drill the eight
forms of to be are particularly useful.
Additionally,  students  often  confuse
linking verbs with helping verbs. Helping
verbs  ( l ike  can,  wi l l ,  have)  work
alongside  action  verbs  to  form  verb
phrases. Worksheets that isolate linking
verbs and exclude helping verbs reduce
this confusion.

BENEFITS FOR DIFFERENT
LEARNING LEVELS

For  early  elementary  learners,  simple
worksheets  with  pictures  and  single-
word verbs help introduce the concept.
For upper elementary and middle school,
worksheets  can  incorporate  compound
subjects  and  predicates,  challenging

students  to  find  verbs  in  more  complex
sentences. High school and ESL learners
benefit  from  worksheets  that  include
academic  vocabulary  and  nuanced
usage,  such  as  appear,  prove,  remain.
An advanced action and linking verb
worksheet  might  a lso  inc lude
sentences  with  predicate  nominatives
and predicate adjectives, reinforcing the
idea that linking verbs connect to nouns
or  adjectives  that  rename or  describe
the subject. For example: “She became a
doctor”  (predicate  nominative)  versus
“She  became  t i red”  (pred icate
adjective).

TIPS FOR TEACHERS AND
PARENTS

Use color coding: Have students
highlight action verbs in blue and
linking verbs in red. Visual cues
reinforce memory.
Create a verb anchor chart:
Post a list of common linking verbs
in the classroom or at home. Refer
to it during worksheet time.
Incorporate movement: For
kinesthetic learners, ask them to
act out action verbs while stating
linking verbs calmly. This physical
distinction helps.
Pair worksheets with games:
After completing a worksheet, play
a quick game of “Verb Charades”
where students guess if the verb is
action or linking.
Teach the “substitution trick”:
To test if a verb is linking, try
replacing it with a form of to be. If
the sentence still makes sense
(e.g., “The girl feels happy” → “The
girl is happy”), it’s likely a linking
verb.
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CONCLUSION

Mastering the distinction between action
and  linking  verbs  is  a  pivotal  step  in
developing  strong  grammar  skills.  An
action  and linking verb  worksheet
provides  the  structured,  repetitive
practice  necessary  to  internalize  this
concept. Whether used in a classroom,
during  tutoring  sessions,  or  at  home,
these  worksheets  offer  clear  benefits:
they  improve  sentence  analysis,

enhance  writing  clarity,  and  build
confidence  in  young  learners.  By
selecting  or  designing worksheets  that
include varied exercises, clear examples,
and  opportun i t ies  for  c reat ive
application,  educators  can  ensure  that
students  not  only  understand  the
difference  but  can  apply  it  fluently  in
their  own writing.  Start  with  a  quality
worksheet  today,  and  watch  your
students’  grammar  skills  grow.


