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DISCOVERING THE MAGIC OF
DORRIE AND THE BLUE WITCH

For  generations,  children  and  adults
alike  have  been  captivated  by  the
whimsical  world  of  Patricia  Coombs,
particularly  her  beloved  character
Dorrie,  a  little  witch  with  a  big  heart.
Among the most charming entries in this
series is Dorrie And The Blue Witch.
This  delightful  story  combines  gentle
lessons,  enchanting illustrations,  and a

sense  of  adventure  that  continues  to
resonate  with  readers  today.  In  this
art icle,  we  wil l  explore  the  plot,
characters,  themes,  and lasting appeal
of Dorrie And The Blue Witch, while
also  considering  its  place  in  children’s
literature and why it remains a treasured
classic.
The story follows Dorrie,  a clumsy but
endearing young witch with a  crooked
hat  and  a  striped  stocking  that  never
stays  up.  Living  with  her  mother,  the
formidable  but  loving  Big  Witch,  and
their  black  cat  Gink,  Dorrie  often  finds
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herself in magical mischief. Dorrie And
The Blue Witch introduces a new and
mysterious  antagonist—the  Blue  Witch
herself—who  threatens  the  peaceful
world  of  Dorrie’s  home.  With  courage,
cleverness,  and  a  little  help  from her
friends,  Dorrie  must  find  a  way  to
outsmart  the  Blue  Witch  and  restore
harmony.

THE PLOT OF DORRIE AND THE
BLUE WITCH

In  Dorrie  And The  Blue  Witch,  the
story begins on an ordinary day in the
witches’ castle. Dorrie is busy with her
chores, but her curiosity often leads her
astray.  Her  mother,  Big  Witch,  is
preparing for an important magical spell,
which  requires  utmost  concentration.
However,  the arrival  of  a strange blue

light  in  the forest  signals  trouble.  The
Blue Witch, a mysterious and somewhat
menacing  figure,  has  entered  their
domain  with  plans  to  steal  the  Big
Witch’s  magic  book  and  disrupt  their
lives.
Dorr ie ,  though  smal l  and  of ten
underestimated, decides to take matters
into her own hands. She ventures into
the dark woods,  accompanied by Gink
the  cat,  to  confront  the  Blue  Witch.
Along the way,  she encounters  talking
animals,  enchanted objects,  and tricky
riddles that test her wit and bravery. The
journey is filled with moments of tension,
humor,  and  warmth,  as  Dorrie  learns
that true magic comes not from spells
but from kindness, resourcefulness, and
believing in oneself.
The  climax  of  Dorrie  And  The  Blue
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Witch is a showdown in the Blue Witch’s
cave,  where  Dorrie  uses  her  quick
thinking to retrieve the stolen book and
outsmart the antagonist. The Blue Witch,
it turns out, is not entirely evil—she is
lonely  and  misunderstood.  Dorrie’s
empathy transforms a potential  enemy
into  a  friend,  reinforcing  the  story’s
central message about compassion and
understanding.

MAIN CHARACTERS IN DORRIE
AND THE BLUE WITCH

The characters in Dorrie And The Blue
Witch are richly drawn and memorable,
each contributing to the story’s enduring
charm. Let us explore the key figures:

Dorrie: The protagonist, a small
witch with a big heart. She is

clumsy, curious, and brave. Her
striped stocking and crooked hat
make her instantly recognizable.
Dorrie represents the underdog
who succeeds through
determination and kindness.
Big Witch: Dorrie’s mother, a
powerful and respected witch. She
is strict but loving, always looking
out for Dorrie. Big Witch is a
stabilizing presence in the story,
providing guidance and wisdom.
Gink: The family cat, who
accompanies Dorrie on her
adventures. Gink is loyal, clever,
and a source of comic relief. His
interactions with Dorrie highlight
the bond between child and pet.
The Blue Witch: The antagonist
of the book. She is mysterious,
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powerful, and initially seems
threatening. However, as the story
unfolds, readers discover that she
is driven by loneliness rather than
malice. This nuance makes her a
compelling character.
Supporting characters: Talking
animals, enchanted objects, and
other magical beings populate
Dorrie’s world. Each one adds
depth and texture to the narrative,
creating a fully realized fantasy
setting.

THEMES AND LESSONS IN
DORRIE AND THE BLUE WITCH

Dorrie And The Blue Witch  is  more
than just a lighthearted fantasy; it is a
story rich with themes that resonate with
readers of all  ages. Some of the most

prominent themes include:

Courage and
Self-Reliance
Dorrie is small and not the most talented
witch, but she does not let that stop her.
She  ventures  into  the  unknown,  faces
her fears,  and solves problems on her
own  terms.  This  theme  encourages
young readers  to  believe in  their  own
abilities,  even when they feel  small  or
uncertain.

Empathy and
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Understanding
The Blue Witch is initially portrayed as a
villain,  but  Dorrie’s  empathy reveals  a
more complex truth.  By understanding
the Blue Witch’s loneliness, Dorrie turns
a conflict into a friendship. This lesson is
powerful: it teaches children that people
who seem scary or mean may be hurting
inside,  and  that  kindness  can  bridge
divides.

The Value of
Curiosity
Dorrie’s  curiosity  often  gets  her  into
trouble,  but  it  also  leads  to  discovery
and  growth.  The  story  celebrates

inquisitiveness and the willingness to ask
questions,  explore,  and  learn  from
mistakes.

Family and
Community
Even  as  Dorrie  embarks  on  her  own
adventure,  the  support  of  her  mother
and her cat reminds readers that family
and friends are always there. The story
emphasizes that independence does not
mean isolation; it is okay to ask for help
and lean on loved ones.

THE ART AND STYLE OF DORRIE
AND THE BLUE WITCH

Patricia Coombs was both the author and
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illustrator of the Dorrie series, and her
artwork  is  an  integral  part  of  the
storytelling.  The  illustrations  in  Dorrie
And  The  Blue  Witch  are  whimsical,
detailed, and filled with warmth. Coombs
used a  distinctive style  that  combined
soft watercolors with delicate line work,
creating a world that feels both magical
and familiar.
The visual depiction of Dorrie—with her
messy  hair,  mismatched  socks,  and
perpetually  crooked  hat—adds  to  her
charm.  The Blue Witch,  in  contrast,  is
drawn  with  sharper  angles  and  cooler
colors, visually signaling her role as an
outsider. The use of light and shadow in
the forest scenes enhances the sense of
mystery  and  adventure,  making  the
book a feast for the eyes as well as the
imagination.

Coombs’  ability  to  convey  emotion
through  expression  and  posture  is
remarkable.  A  single  glance  from  Big
Witch can communicate disappointment
or  pride,  while  Dorrie’s  wide-eyed
determination  is  palpable.  This  visual
storytelling  complements  the  text,
making Dorrie And The Blue Witch an
excellent  choice for  early  readers  who
are still building their literacy skills.

THE LEGACY OF THE DORRIE
SERIES

The Dorrie series,  which includes titles
such as Dorrie and the Wizard’s Spell,
Dorrie  and the Goblin,  and Dorrie  and
the Halloween Plot, has been a staple of
children’s  literature  since  the  1960s.
Dorrie And The Blue Witch  remains
one of the most beloved entries in the
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series, thanks to its engaging plot and
emotional depth.
These books have been praised for their
strong female protagonist, gentle humor,
and  timeless  themes.  In  an  era  when
children’s  literature  is  increasingly
diverse and complex, the Dorrie books
hold  up  remarkably  well.  They  offer  a
comforting sense of nostalgia for older
readers  while  still  feeling  fresh  and
relevant for new audiences.
Many parents and educators recommend
Dorrie And The Blue Witch for read-
aloud  sessions,  as  the  language  is
rhythmic and the story is easy to follow.
The chapters are short, making it ideal
for bedtime reading or classroom story
time. Additionally, the book’s emphasis
on emotional intelligence and problem-
solving  provides  valuable  discussion

points  for  children.

WHY DORRIE AND THE BLUE
WITCH STILL MATTERS

In  a  world  filled  with  flashy  animations
and fast-paced digital media, the quiet
charm of a book like Dorrie And The
Blue Witch might seem out of step. Yet,
it is precisely this quality that makes it
so valuable. The story invites readers to
slow down,  use  their  imagination,  and
connect  with characters  on a personal
level.
The themes of  empathy,  courage,  and
curiosity are not bound by time. Children
today  still  struggle  with  feeling  small,
misunderstood, or afraid. They still need
stories that show them how to navigate
these  emot ions  wi th  grace  and
determination.  Dorrie  And  The  Blue
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Witch  delivers  these  lessons  in  an
accessible,  enjoyable  format  that
respects  the  intelligence  of  young
readers.
Moreover, the book serves as a bridge
between generations. Parents who grew
up  reading  Dorrie  can  share  this
experience  with  their  own  children,
creating a shared literary heritage. The
simple pleasures of turning the page to
reveal a new illustration, or laughing at
Dorrie’s  misadventures,  are  pleasures
that endure.

HOW TO INTRODUCE DORRIE AND
THE BLUE WITCH TO NEW
READERS

If you are a parent, teacher, or librarian
looking  to  introduce  Dorrie  And The

Blue Witch to a new generation, here
are some practical suggestions:

Read aloud with expression:1.
The dialogue in the book is lively,
and using different voices for
Dorrie, Big Witch, and the Blue
Witch can bring the story to life.
Discuss the illustrations: Ask2.
children what they notice in the
pictures. Encourage them to infer
emotions and plot points from the
artwork.
Talk about the themes: After3.
reading, ask questions like, “Why
did Dorrie decide to help the Blue
Witch?” or “Have you ever felt like
the Blue Witch?”
Extend the experience:4.
Consider crafts or activities
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inspired by the book, such as
drawing a picture of Dorrie’s
castle, writing a short story about
a new adventure, or making a
crooked hat out of paper.
Explore other books in the5.
series: If children enjoy Dorrie
And The Blue Witch, they will
likely want to read more about
Dorrie’s adventures. The series
offers many opportunities for
continued exploration.

COMPARISON TO OTHER
CHILDREN’S FANTASY BOOKS

Dorrie And The Blue Witch occupies a
unique space in children’s fantasy. It is
less intense than the Harry Potter series,
making it suitable for younger readers,
yet  it  offers  more  plot  complexity  than

many  picture  books.  It  shares  kinship
with works like The Worst Witch  by Jill
Murphy,  which  also  features  a  young
witch  who  struggles  with  magic  but
succeeds through character.
However,  Patricia  Coombs’  work has a
gentler, more domestic tone. The stakes
in  Dorrie  And  The  Blue  Witch  are
personal rather than apocalyptic, which
makes  the  story  relatable  for  young
children.  The  focus  is  on  emotional
growth and relationships rather than on
magical battles or world-saving quests.
This distinction is important. Not every
story  needs to  be epic  in  scale  to  be
meaningful.  Dorrie  And  The  Blue
Witch demonstrates that a small story,
told well, can have a big impact.
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CONCLUSION

Dorrie  And  The  Blue  Witch  is  a
timeless treasure of children’s literature.
Through  its  engaging  plot,  lovable
characters,  and  gentle  lessons,  it
continues to enchant readers more than
five  decades  after  its  initial  publication.
Patricia Coombs created a world where
magic  and  humanity  intertwine,  and
where even the smallest witch can make
a difference.
Whether you are revisiting Dorrie after
many years or  discovering her  for  the
first  time,  this  book  offers  a  warm  and

rewarding  reading  experience.  It
reminds  us  that  courage  comes  in  all
sizes,  that  empathy  can  transform
adversaries into allies, and that the best
adventures  often  begin  with  a  single
step  into  the  unknown.  For  anyone
seeking  a  story  that  combines  heart,
humor,  and  a  touch  of  magic,  Dorrie
And The Blue Witch remains a perfect
choice.
Let Dorrie’s crooked hat and boundless
spirit inspire you to embrace your own
quirks,  face your fears,  and believe in
the power of kindness. That is the true
magic of this enduring classic.


