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INTRODUCTION: YOUR COMPLETE
GUIDE TO THE KENMORE MODEL
665 MANUAL

If you own a Kenmore dishwasher, you’re
likely  familiar  with the frustration of  a
missing  or  misplaced  manual.  The
Kenmore Model 665 Manual is the go-
to resource for  owners of  this  popular
dishwasher series, covering installation,
operation,  error  codes,  maintenance,
and  troubleshooting.  Whether  you’ve

just purchased a used unit  or need to
diagnose  a  persistent  issue,  having
access to the correct manual can save
you  time,  money,  and  unnecessary
service calls. In this article, we’ll explore
everything  you  need  to  know  about
locating,  interpreting,  and  using  the
Kenmore  Model  665  Manual  effectively,
so  you  can  keep  your  dishwasher
running  smoothly  for  years  to  come.
The Kenmore 665 series is  one of  the
most  common  dishwasher  l ines
manufactured by Whirlpool for Sears. It
includes  various  sub-models—such  as
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665.136,  665.146,  665.156,  and
others—each  with  slightly  different
features.  The  manual  covers  all  these
variations,  providing  standardized
instructions  for  installation,  use,  and
repair. Whether you need to understand
a blinking light, a draining problem, or
how  to  reset  the  control  board,  this
guide  wil l  help  you  navigate  the
Kenmore  Model  665  Manual  with
confidence.

WHY YOU NEED THE KENMORE
MODEL 665 MANUAL

Many  homeowners  toss  the  manual
aside after the initial installation, only to
regret  it  later.  The  Kenmore  Model
665 Manual is more than just a quick-
start  guide;  it’s  a  comprehensive
reference  that  covers:

Safety warnings and installation
requirements
Control panel layout and cycle
descriptions
Error code definitions and
troubleshooting steps
Maintenance schedules and
cleaning tips
Parts diagrams and replacement
instructions
Warranty information and
customer support contacts

Having the manual on hand can help you
avoid costly service visits because many
common  issues—such  as  a  door  not
latching,  dishes  not  drying,  or  strange
noises—can  be  diagnosed  and  fixed
using  the  manual’s  troubleshooting
flowcharts.  Moreover,  the  manual
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provides the correct model numbers for
ordering  replacement  parts,  ensuring
you  get  the  right  component  the  first
time.

Locating Your
Kenworth Model
665 Manual
Online
If  you’ve  lost  the  physical  copy,  don’t
worry.  The  Kenmore  Model  665
Manual  is  available for  free download
from  several  reputable  sources.  Official
Sears PartsDirect and Kenmore’s support
website  offer  PDF  versions  sorted  by

model  number.  Simply  locate your  full
model  number—found  on  a  sticker  on
the upper left  edge of  the dishwasher
door—then search for that exact number
followed  by  “manual.”  For  example,
“Kenmore 665.136 manual” will lead you
to the correct document.
Third-party sites like ManualsOnline and
ManualsLib also host copies, but always
verify that the document matches your
specific  model.  A  mismatched  manual
can  lead  to  confusion,  especially
regarding  wiring  diagrams  or  control
board  revisions.  For  best  results,
download  the  PDF  directly  from  the
manufacturer  or  a  trusted  appliance
parts  retailer.

UNDERSTANDING THE KENMORE
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665 CONTROL PANEL

The  front  panel  of  a  Kenmore  665
dishwasher  typically  features  a  sleek,
electronic  interface  with  buttons  for
cycle  selection,  start,  and  delay.  The
Kenmore Model 665 Manual includes
a  detailed  diagram  of  this  panel,
explaining  what  each  indicator  light
means.  For  instance,  a  flashing  “Clean”
light may indicate a cycle is in progress
or an error condition, depending on the
pattern. Manuals often include a table of
light  behaviors  and  their  meanings,
which is invaluable for quick diagnoses.
Common cycles found on the 665 series
include:

Heavy Wash – for pots and pans
Normal Wash – everyday loads
Light Wash – lightly soiled dishes

Rinse Only – for later washing
China/Crystal – gentler cycle

Knowing these cycles lets you optimize
water  and  energy  usage.  The  manual
also explains optional features like Heat
Dry (which uses a heating element) and
Sani  R inse  (which  ra ises  water
temperature to sanitize). Proper use of
these  sett ings  can  extend  your
dishwasher’s  l i fespan.

TROUBLESHOOTING WITH THE
KENMORE MODEL 665 MANUAL

One of the most valuable sections of the
Kenmore  Model  665  Manual  is  the
troubleshooting  guide.  It  addresses
common  problems  in  a  logical  order,
often  using  a  simple  symptom-cause-
solution format. Below are some typical
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issues and how the manual  helps  you
resolve them.

Dishwasher
Won’t Start
If  pressing  Start  does  nothing,  the
manual  suggests  checking  the  door
latch, the control lock function, and the
household  circuit  breaker.  Many  users
overlook  the  child  lock  feature—the
manual  explains  how  to  disable  it  by
holding a specific button combination for
three seconds. It also provides steps to
test the door switch with a multimeter if
you have basic electrical skills.

Dishes Not
Drying
Poor drying can stem from using a rinse
aid, low water temperature, or a faulty
heating element. The Kenmore Model
665  Manual  inc ludes  a  dry ing
performance  checklist:  verify  that  the
Heat Dry option is selected, check the
rinse aid dispenser, and ensure the inlet
water  temperature  is  at  least  120°F
(49°C). If the heating element is suspect,
the manual shows how to access it and
test for continuity using a diagram.
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Error Codes
(Flashing Lights)
Modern  Kenmore  dishwashers  display
error  codes  through  a  combination  of
blinking  lights.  The  manual  decodes
these  codes.  For  example:

1 Flash – Long fill / water inlet
error
2 Flashes – Long drain / drain
pump problem
3 Flashes – Heater relay failure
4 Flashes – Sump thermistor error
5 Flashes – Overfill / flood
condition

Each  code  is  paired  with  detailed
troubleshooting steps, including how to

check  the  float  switch,  clean  the  sump,
or replace the drain pump. Without the
manual,  you  would  be  guessing—or
worse,  replacing  unnecessary  parts.

Water Leaking or
Not Draining
Leaks often originate from a faulty door
seal, a loose hose clamp, or a cracked
sump.  The  Kenmore  Model  665
Manual provides a diagram of the water
inlet and drain system, identifying every
connection. It also walks you through the
drain  hose  routing,  ensuring  it  has  a
proper  high  loop  to  prevent  backflow.
For  standing water  at  the bottom, the
manual  suggests  checking  the  filter
assembly and the drain pump impeller
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for blockages.

MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING
TIPS FROM THE MANUAL

Routine  maintenance  significantly
extends  a  dishwasher’s  l i fe.  The
Kenmore  Model  665  Manual
recommends  several  tasks  you  can
perform  without  calling  a  technician:

Clean the filter every1.
month—remove the lower rack
and spin out the filter screen.
Rinse under running water.
Scrape large food particles2.
before loading (but do not pre-
rinse, as the detergent needs soil
to work effectively).
Run a cleaning cycle with a3.
dishwasher cleaner or a cup of

white vinegar in a heat-safe bowl
on the top rack.
Check the spray arms for4.
clogged holes—use a toothpick to
clear debris.
Wipe the door gasket with a5.
damp cloth to prevent mold and
leaks.

The manual also details how to winterize
the  dishwasher  if  you  live  in  a  cold
climate,  including  disconnecting  the
water  line  and  draining  the  pump.
Ignoring these steps can lead to frozen
pipes and costly damage.

USING THE KENMORE MODEL 665
MANUAL FOR REPAIRS

For the handy homeowner, the manual’s
repair section is a goldmine. It includes
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exploded  parts  diagrams  with  part
numbers,  making  it  easy  to  identify
exactly  what  you  need.  Common
replaceable  parts  include:

Wash arm assembly
Drain pump and motor
Heating element
Door latch and switch
Control board
Water inlet valve

The  manual  provides  step-by-step
disassembly  instructions,  torque
specifications  for  screws,  and  wiring
d i a g r a m s .  N o t e  t h a t  s o m e
repairs—especially those involving high-
voltage  components  like  the  heating
element  or  control  board—should  be
done with caution. The manual includes
safety  warnings  to  disconnect  power

before working inside the unit.

Where to Buy
Genuine
Replacement
Parts
The manual lists the Kenmore customer
service number and website for ordering
parts.  However,  you  can  also  use  the
part numbers from the manual to search
on  Amazon,  RepairClinic,  or  Sears
PartsDirect. Always compare the part to
the diagram to ensure compatibility. For
example,  a  pump  for  a  665.136  may
differ  from a  665.156  even  though  they
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look similar.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE KENMORE MODEL
665 MANUAL

Can I use the
manual for a
different model?
It’s  not  recommended  because  wiring,
error  codes,  and  cycles  vary.  Always
match  the  exact  model  number.  The
Kenmore  Model  665  Manual  is
specific  to  that  series;  using  a  manual
for a Kenmore 665.134 when you own a
665.136  could  lead  to  incorrect

troubleshooting.

Is there a
Spanish version
of the manual?
Yes,  many  Kenmore  manuals  include
Spanish  sections  or  are  available
separately.  On  the  product  support
page, you can often download a bilingual
PDF labeled “Manual de uso y cuidado.”

How do I reset
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my Kenmore 665
dishwasher?
The manual describes a soft reset: press
the Start/Reset button for three seconds
(or hold Cancel for 2 seconds) to cancel
the current cycle and clear error codes.
A hard reset (unplug for 60 seconds) is
recommended  i f  the  d i sp lay  i s
unresponsive.

Why is my
dishwasher

making a
grinding noise?
The  manual’s  troubleshooting  guide
points to a foreign object (like a broken
glass piece) caught in the drain pump or
wash arm. You’ll find instructions on how
to remove the pump cover and inspect
the impeller area.

CONCLUSION

Your Kenmore Model 665 Manual  is
an indispensable tool that empowers you
to  operate,  maintain,  and  repair  your
dishwasher  with  confidence.  From
decoding  error  flashes  to  performing
routine filter  cleanings,  the manual  puts
expert  knowledge  at  your  fingertips.
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Keep a digital  copy on your phone for
q u i c k  r e f e r e n c e ,  o r  p r i n t  t h e
troubleshooting section for easy access.
By leveraging the manual, you can avoid
unnecessary service calls, extend the life

of  your  appliance,  and  enjoy  spotless
dishes  every  time.  If  you  haven’t
already, download your copy today and
take  con t ro l  o f  you r  Kenmore
dishwasher’s  performance.


