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INTRODUCTION:
WHY THE ALL IN
THE FAMILY
EPISODE GUIDE
REMAINS A
CULTURAL
TOUCHSTONE

Few television series
have ever captured the
raw, unfiltered pulse of
a nation the way All In
The Family did. When
it first aired on January
12, 1971, audiences
were confronted with
something entirely
new: a sitcom that
wasn't afraid to tackle
racism, sexism,
politics, war, and

generational  conflict
head-on. For anyone
looking to revisit this
landmark series, an All
In The Family
episode guide is
more than just a list of
titles and air dates. It is
a roadmap through
American social
history, a chronicle of
how a single show
changed television
forever. This guide will
walk you through the
seasons, the
unforgettable
characters, and the
episodes that defined a
generation, all while
helping you navigate
the rich tapestry of this
iconic program.
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REVOLUTION

Before diving into the
episodes themselves, it
helps to understand
the context. All In The
Family was adapted
from the British series
Till Death Us Do Part.
Creator Norman Lear
took the concept of a
bigoted, working-class
father and
transplanted it into the
heart of Queens, New
York. The result was
Archie Bunker, a
character so complex
and contradictory that
he became both a
symbol of outdated
prejudice and, oddly, a
character audiences
loved to watch. The All
In The Family
episode guide
reveals a show that
evolved rapidly,
moving from broad
comedy to deeply

emotional THEYGENESIS OF A
TELEVISION as

the
progressed.

Main
Character
s You Will
Encounte
,

Every episode of this
series revolves around
a tight-knit family unit.
Understanding these
characters is essential
for any viewer using an
episode guide to
choose where to start
or what to rewatch.

years

e Archie Bunker:
The patriarch. A
loud,
opinionated, and
often bigoted
man who
genuinely
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believes he is
fighting to
preserve the
America he grew
up in. Yet,
beneath the
bluster, Carroll
O'Connor gave
Archie moments
of vulnerability
and surprising
depth.

Edith Bunker:
Archie's wife,
lovingly called
"Dingbat." Jean
Stapleton
portrayed Edith
with a warmth
and gentle
wisdom that
often cut through
Archie's
nonsense. She
was the
emotional center
of the household.
Gloria Bunker-
Stivic: The
couple's
daughter, played
by Sally

Struthers. Gloria
was caught
between her
father's old-world
views and her
own emerging
feminist
consciousness.
Michael
"Meathead"
Stivic: Gloria's
husband, played
by Rob Reiner.
He was Archie's
political
opposite: a
liberal, college-
educated, and
outspoken critic
of everything
Archie stood for.
Their arguments
were the engine
of the show.
Lionel
Jefferson: The
Bunkers' Black
neighbor, played
by Mike Evans.
Lionel often
served as a calm,
witty foil to



Archie's racism,
and his family
would later spin
off into their own
legendary show,
The Jeffersons.

SEASON-BY-
SEASON
BREAKDOWN OF
THE ALL IN THE
FAMILY EPISODE
GUIDE

To truly appreciate the
show's arc, it helps to
look at how each
season contributed to
the whole. This
structured overview of
the All In The Family
episode guide
highlights key
moments and thematic
shifts.

Season 1

(1971):
The
Groundbr
eaking
Beginning

The first season
consisted of only 13
episodes. It was a risky
gamble for CBS, and
the network was
unsure how audiences
would react. From the
very first  episode,
titled "Meet the
Bunkers," the show
established its
confrontational tone.
Archie's casual use of
ethnic slurs and his
dismissive attitude
toward women and
liberals shocked
viewers. Yet, the
ratings grew quickly.
This season focused
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heavily on establishing
the conflict between
Archie and Michael.
Episodes like "Archie
Gives Blood" and
“Lionel Moves Into the
Neighborhood" set the
template: Archie would
hold a regressive view,
and the story would
force him (and the
audience) to confront
it. For anyone
consulting an All In
The Family episode
guide, these early
episodes are essential
viewing to see the
show's raw birth.

Season 2
(1971-19
712):
Finding

Its
Rhythm

The second season
expanded to 24
episodes and saw the
show win its first
Emmy for Outstanding
Comedy Series. This is
where the series truly
hit its stride. The
writing became
sharper, and the
characters more
nuanced. A standout
episode, "Sammy's
Visit," featured Sammy
Davis Jr. as himself,
who famously kisses
Archie on the cheek,
leaving Archie stunned
and the audience
roaring. This season
also deepened the
relationship between
Edith and Archie,
showing that their
marriage was built on a
foundation of genuine,
if often hidden,



affection. The All In
The Family episode
guide for this season
is packed with classics
that balance comedy
with social
commentary.

Season 3
(1972-19
73): Peak
Cultural

Influence

By its third season, All
In The Family was the
number one show in
America. This season
tackled even heavier
topics. "The Draft
Dodger" dealt with the
Vietnam War and
desertion. "Gloria
Discovers Women's
Lib" put feminism front
and center. The
episode "The Bunkers

and the Swingers"
even addressed
swinging and sexual
openness, a daring
topic for 1972. The
show was no longer
just a sitcom; it was a
national conversation.
Every week, millions of
Americans tuned in to
see what boundary the
show would push next.
An All In The Family
episode guide from
this season reads like a
syllabus for American
social issues of the
early 1970s.

Season 4
(1973-19
74): The

Jeffersons
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Depart

This season is famous
for two reasons. First,

the character of
George Jefferson
(Sherman Hemsley)

was introduced and
became so popular
that it spawned the
spin-off The Jeffersons.
The episode "The
Jeffersons Move on Up"
served as the backdoor
pilot. Second, the
season dealt with
Edith's menopause in
an episode titled
"Edith's Problem,"
which was remarkably
frank for its time. The
chemistry between
Archie and George was
electric, and their
verbal sparring
remains some of the
best television ever
written. As you browse
this season in your All
In The Family
episode guide, you

will notice a slight shift
as the show began to
handle its themes with
even greater emotional
weight.

Season 5
(1974-19
715):
Growing
Pains

Season 5 saw the
departure of Rob
Reiner and Sally
Struthers for part of
the season, resulting in
some experimental
episodes. The show
introduced a new
character, Mike's friend
Barney Hefner, to fill
the gap. However, the
season also featured
"Archie and the
Miracle," a surprisingly
touching Christmas



episode, and "Archie Is
Missing," a dream
episode that allowed
Carroll O'Connor to
stretch his dramatic
muscles. The All In
The Family episode
guide for this season
shows a show in
transition, trying to
maintain its relevance
as its young stars
began to leave the
nest.

Season 6
(1975-19
76): The
Stivics
Depart

Gloria and Michael
finally moved out to
start a family of their
own, changing the
dynamic of the
household

permanently. This
season introduced the
character of Stephanie
Mills, a young girl that
the Bunkers eventually
took in. The show
began to focus more
on Archie and Edith as
an aging couple.
Episodes like "Archie's
Operation" and "Edith
Breaks Out" explored
themes of mortality
and personal freedom.
Looking back at this
season in the All In
The Family episode
guide, you can see the
show maturing into a
more traditional family
sitcom, albeit one with
a distinctly Bunker
edge.

Season 7
(1976-19
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17): A

Family

Dynamic

With the Stivics gone,
the show introduced
more recurring
characters, including
Stephanie's deadbeat
father. The season also
featured "The
Insurance is
Cancelled," an episode
that dealt with the fear
of financial ruin in old
age. The political satire
remained sharp, but
the tone became more
somber and reflective.
This season marks a
clear dividing line for
fans. Some prefer the
earlier, more
confrontational years,
while others appreciate
the deeper character

studies of the later
seasons. Any
comprehensive All In
The Family episode
guide will note this
shift in tone as a
defining characteristic
of the show's later
years.

Season 8
(1977-19
78): The
Final
Season of
the
Original
Run

The eighth season was
intended to be the last.
The show went out on
a high note, winning



another Emmy for
Outstanding Comedy
Series. The finale, "The
Stivics Go West," saw
Gloria and Michael
moving to California,
providing a bittersweet
ending to the original
series. However, the
show was so popular
that it was revived as
Archie Bunker's Place,
which ran for four more
seasons. For those
completing their
journey through the All
In The Family
episode guide, the
eighth season provides
a satisfying, if
melancholic,
conclusion to the
Bunker saga.

Archie
Bunker's

10

Place
(1979-19
83): The
Continuat
10N

While not technically
All In The Family, this
sequel series is often
included in complete
episode guides. Archie
becomes the owner of
a neighborhood bar,
and Edith is still
present (until Jean
Stapleton left the show
in 1980). The format
shifted to a more
ensemble-style sitcom.
Fans of the original will
find moments of
brilliance here, but the
magic of the original
Queens living room

was hard to replicate.
Nonetheless, any
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All In The Family Episode Guide 2024-12-30



All In The Family Episode Guide 11

thorough All In The
Family episode
guide should
acknowledge this
extension of the
Bunker universe.

ESSENTIAL
EPISODES EVERY
VIEWER MUST
WATCH

With nine seasons of
the original series and
four more of the
sequel, the total
episode count is
substantial. If you are
new to the show or
simply want to revisit
the best of the best,
here is a curated list of
essential episodes that
no All In The Family
episode guide should
be without.

1. "Meet the
Bunkers"
(Season 1,
Episode 1): The
episode that
started it all. It

11

introduces every
character and
their core
dynamic in a
single,
masterfully
written half-hour.

. "Sammy's

Visit" (Season
2, Episode 10):
A cultural
landmark.
Sammy Davis Jr.
plays himself,
and the final
moment where
he kisses Archie
is one of the
most iconic in
television
history.

. "The Draft

Dodger"
(Season 3,
Episode 1): A
powerful episode
that humanizes a
young man
fleeing the
Vietnam War,
forcing Archie to
confront his own



patriotism.

. "Lionel's
Engagement”
(Season 3,
Episode 22):
This episode
delves into race
relations with
nuance and
humor, as Lionel
gets engaged to
a woman who is
not welcomed by
his own mother.
. "The Jeffersons
Move on Up"
(Season 4,
Episode 13):
The backdoor
pilot for one of
the greatest
spin-offs in
history. This
episode is
essential for
understanding
the Bunker-
Jefferson rivalry.
. "Edith's 50th
Birthday"
(Season 5,
Episode 24): A

rare moment of
pure sweetness
where Archie
tries to surprise
Edith with a
party, showing
the love that
often hides
beneath his gruff
exterior.

. "Archie and the

Miracle"
(Season 5,
Episode 15): A
Christmas
episode that
explores faith
and doubt, with
Archie
experiencing a
moment of
spiritual crisis.

. "The Stivics Go

West" (Season
8, Episode 24):
The series finale
of the original
run. ltis a
tearful, fitting
end that
acknowledges
change and the
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passage of time.

THEMATIC
THREADS WOVEN
THROUGH THE
EPISODE GUIDE

As you move through
the All In The Family
episode guide,
certain recurring
themes emerge. These
are the threads that
tied the entire series
together and gave it its
lasting power.

13

Racism
and
Bigotry

This is the most
obvious theme. Archie
Bunker was a vehicle
for exploring the
casual, everyday
racism that existed in
America



