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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF GRIMM

When NBC first premiered Grimm in the
fall of 2011, few predicted that this dark,
Portland-set procedural would become a
cult phenomenon spanning six seasons
and over 120 episodes. Blending police
investigation with the haunting fairy
tales collected by the Brothers Grimm,
the series offered a unique take on the
classic "monster of the week" format.
For devoted fans and newcomers alike,
tracking the Grimm titles and air
dates is more than a matter of
nostalgia—it is a way to revisit the
journey of Nick Burkhardt as he
discovered his heritage as a Grimm, a
guardian tasked with keeping the world
safe from Wesen.

Understanding the chronology of the
show reveals its narrative evolution: the
gradual introduction of key allies like
Monroe and Rosalee, the rise of the
sinister Black Claw organization, and the
ultimate showdown with the forces of
darkness. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to every season,
highlighting the most  significant
episodes, their original broadcast dates,
and the themes that made each chapter
memorable.

WHY GRIMM TITLES AND AIR
DATES MATTER TO FANS

For a show as densely plotted as
Grimm, knowing the original Grimm

titles and air dates serves several
purposes. It helps viewers appreciate the
real-world context in which the episodes
aired, from holiday-themed installments
to midseason cliffhangers shaped by
network scheduling decisions. The
episode titles themselves are often richly
symbolic, many referencing specific fairy
tales, German phrases, or literary works.
For example, "The Grimm Who Stole
Christmas" and "Three Coins in a
Fuchsbau" are not just clever puns—they
offer clues about the Wesen creatures
and the folklore that inspired each story.

Additionally, the air dates reflect the
show's resilience. Grimm weathered
multiple time slot changes, from Monday
nights to Fridays, and experienced a rise
from modest ratings to a devoted
audience that campaigned for its
renewal. The final season, a shorter run
of 13 episodes, was a testament to the
network's confidence in the series after a
dedicated fan movement known as
#SaveGrimm.

SEASON 1 (2011-2012): THE
BEGINNING OF A LEGEND

The first season of Grimm introduced
viewers to Portland homicide detective
Nick Burkhardt, played by David Giuntoli,
who learns he is a descendant of the
Grimms—hunters who can see the true
monstrous forms of Wesen. The season
premiered on October 28, 2011, with
the episode "Pilot," and concluded on
May 18, 2012, after 22 episodes.

Notable episodes and their original
airdates include:
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e "Pilot" - October 28, 2011: The
series premiere establishes Nick's
awakening and his first encounters
with Monroe, a reformed Blutbad.

e "Bears Will Be Bears" -
November 11, 2011: A clever take
on "Goldilocks and the Three
Bears," introducing the Jagerbar
Wesen.

e "Three Bad Wolves" - February
3, 2012: A Reinigen family feud
with echoes of the Three Little
Pigs.

e "The Kiss" - March 16, 2012: The
Flugvogel myth and the first major
exploration of Nick's relationship
with Juliette.

e "Woman in Black" - April 13,
2012: The introduction of the
mysterious Aunt Marie’s trailer and
the keys.

e "Happily Ever Aftermath" - May
18, 2012: The season finale,
featuring the "Mauvais Dentes"
creatures and the shocking death
of a major character.

Season 1 established the core formula:
for every "Wesen of the week" story, a
broader mythology involving the Royal
Families, the keys, and the ancient war
between Grimms and Wesen slowly
emerged. The air dates of this season
show a fall launch with a midseason
break typical of network television,
allowing the show to build momentum.

SEASON 2 (2012-2013):
DEEPENING THE MYTHOLOGY

Season 2 premiered on August 13,
2012—an unusually early summer
start—and ran until May 21, 2013, also
spanning 22 episodes. This season is
beloved for its darker tone and the
introduction of the villainous Captain
Renard's backstory, as well as the rise of

the Resistance.
Key episodes include:

e "Bad Teeth" - August 13, 2012:
The "Freakshow" storyline
introduces the Jagerbar and sets
the stage for Nick's heightened
abilities.

e "The Russian Rose" - September
28, 2012: A fan-favorite featuring
the return of Monroe's ex-fiancée.

e "Octopus Head" - October 26,
2012: The Halloween episode
introducing the Seltenvogel.

* "Season of the Hexenbiest" -
January 29, 2013: A pivotal
midseason episode about Adalind's
transformation.

e "Quill" - March 5, 2013: The
spread of a deadly contagion
created by the Verrat.

e "The End" - May 21, 2013: A
stunning season finale that kills off
a main character and leaves Nick's
fate in jeopardy.

The air dates for Season 2 reflect a shift
to Tuesday nights, where the show found
a consistent audience. The finale's
cliffranger—Nick's mother returning to
avenge his father's death—was a major
watercooler moment.

SEASON 3 (2013-2014): THE
ROAD TO VIENNA

Premiering on October 25, 2013 and
concluding on May 16, 2014, Season 3
consisted of 22 episodes. This season
expanded the mythology globally, taking
Nick and the team to Europe and
deepening the story of the keys.

Highlights:

e "The Ungericht" - October 25,
2013: A World War Il era flashback
introduces a historical storyline.
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e "PTZD" - November 8, 2013: Nick
faces the "Post Traumatic Zombie
Disorder" plot.

e "The Law of the Land" - January
31, 2014: A courtroom drama with
Wesen jurors.

e "The Show Must Go On" -
February 28, 2014: The arrival of a
traveling circus.

e "Blind Love" - March 7, 2014:
The "Love Potion" episode with a
tragic twist.

* "The Inheritance" - April 4,
2014: Nick delves into his family
history.

* "The End of the Line" - May 16,
2014: Nick loses his Grimm
powers, a season-ending shock.

The air dates show a steady Friday night
slot, which became the show's home for
the remainder of its run. While Friday is
typically considered a low-viewership
night, Grimm thrived there, building a
loyal fanbase.

SEASON 4 (2014-2015): THE RISE
OF BLACK CLAW

Season 4 aired from October 24, 2014
to May 15, 2015, again with 22
episodes. This season introduced the
Black Claw organization and the more
political side of the Wesen world.

Notable episodes:

e "Thanks for the Memories" -
October 24, 2014: The first
appearance of the "Memon"
Wesen.

e "Dyin' on the Mountain" -
November 21, 2014: A survival
story on Mount Hood.

* "The Grimm Who Stole
Christmas" - December 12, 2014:
A holiday entry with a vengeful
Krampus.

e "Love Is in the Air" - February
13, 2015: A Valentine's Day
episode featuring a Wesen
pheromone.

e "A Reptile Dysfunction" - March
20, 2015: A fan favorite title with a
self-deprecating tone.

e "lIron Hans" - April 10, 2015: The
mythological origin of the "lron
Hans" legend.

e "Cry Luison" - May 15, 2015: The
season finale with the shocking
death of Juliette.

The season marked a tonal shift toward
serialized storytelling. The air dates
reflect a consistent Friday schedule, and
the finale's death of a major character
was a polarizing but bold choice.

SEASON 5 (2015-2016):
REBUILDING AFTER LOSS

Season 5 premiered on October 30,
2015 and concluded on May 20, 2016,
with another 22 episodes. Following
Juliette's death, Nick is left emotionally
shattered, and the season explores his
journey toward healing while battling the
Black Claw conspiracy.

Key episodes:

e "The Grimm Identity" - October
30, 2015: Nick seeks a new
purpose after loss.

e "Clear and Wesen Danger" -
November 6, 2015: A murder
mystery involving a radio host.

e "Show Me a Hero" - February 12,
2016: The midseason premiere
sets up a major conflict.

e "The Taming of the Wu" - March
25, 2016: Wu becomes a Grimm, a
major character moment.

* "The Son Also Rises" - May 20,
2016: A cliffhanger finale with
Diana and the Black Claw



infiltration. SEASON 6 (2017): THE FINAL

Season 5 is often seen as a transitional CHAPTER

year, with the writers testing new The sixth and final season of Grimm

directions. The air dates show a late premiered on January 6, 2017 and
October start and a May finale, typical of  anded on March 31, 2017

network television.
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