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DECODING STUDENT PERFORMANCE: A DEEP DIVE
INTO STAAR REPORTING CATEGORIES

For  educators,  parents,  and  administrators  across  Texas,  the
annual  release  of  STAAR  (State  of  Texas  Assessments  of
Academic  Readiness)  results  often  brings  a  mixture  of
anticipation  and  anxiety.  While  the  overall  score—whether  a
student  has  "Approached,"  "Meets,"  or  "Masters"  grade
level—provides a quick snapshot, it often fails to tell the full story
of  a  student's  academic journey.  To truly  unlock the insights
hidden  within  these  assessments,  one  must  look  beyond  the
single  performance  level  and  explore  the  specific  STAAR
Reporting  Categories.
These  categories  are  not  arbitrary  labels.  They  are  carefully
designed clusters of the Texas Essential  Knowledge and Skills
(TEKS)  that  group  similar  content  and  cognitive  skills.
Understanding STAAR Reporting Categories transforms a raw
score from a simple  grade into  a  powerful  diagnostic  tool.  It
allows  teachers  to  pinpoint  precise  areas  of  strength  and
weakness, empowers parents to have meaningful conversations
about  their  child’s  learning,  and  enables  schools  to  allocate

resources  more effectively.  This  comprehensive  guide will  break
down what these categories are, how they vary by subject, and
how educators and families can use them to drive real academic
growth.

WHAT EXACTLY ARE STAAR REPORTING CATEGORIES?

Simply put, STAAR Reporting Categories are broad areas of
content  knowledge and skills  that  are assessed within a specific
test. They are designed to organize the TEKS into logical groups.
For example, a math test doesn't just ask random questions; it
groups questions about "Algebraic Reasoning" or "Geometry and
Measurement"  together.  When a  student  receives  their  score
report, they don't just see a single number; they see how they
performed in each of these specific categories.

The Purpose: Moving from
a Score to a Strategy
The primary goal  of  these categories is  to provide actionable
data. A single "Approaches Grade Level" score can be misleading.
Does the student have a strong grasp of numbers but struggle
with  problem-solving?  Are  they  excellent  at  reading
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comprehension but weak in foundational phonics? The STAAR
Reporting  Categories  answer  these  critical  questions.  This
diagnostic function is crucial for:

Targeted Instruction: Teachers can group students who
need intervention in specific categories.
Curriculum Alignment: Schools can audit their curriculum
to ensure all categories are adequately taught across the
year.
Parent Communication: Parents can move beyond
generic praise or criticism to have data-driven
conversations about homework help and summer learning.

A SUBJECT-BY-SUBJECT BREAKDOWN OF STAAR
REPORTING CATEGORIES

The  specific  categories  change  depending  on  the  subject  and
grade level, reflecting the unique structure of the TEKS. Here is a
closer look at the most common configurations.

Reading Language Arts
(RLA) – Grades 3-8 and
English I & II EOC
The RLA test has undergone significant changes in recent years,
moving toward a more integrated model that combines reading
and  writing.  The  STAAR  Reporting  Categories  for  RLA

generally  reflect  the  key  strands  of  the  TEKS.

Genre and Author’s Purpose: This is a critical category.
It assesses a student's ability to identify the characteristics
of different genres (fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama) and
analyze the author's purpose and craft. Students must
understand why an author chose a specific word or
structure.
Comprehension of Informational Text: This category
focuses on non-fiction reading. It includes skills like
identifying main ideas, summarizing, understanding
organizational patterns (cause/effect, compare/contrast),
and analyzing arguments and claims.
Comprehension of Literary Text: This assesses a
student's ability to engage with fiction and poetry. Key
skills include character analysis, plot development, theme
identification, and understanding figurative language.
Writing and Revising: This category measures a
student's ability to compose a clear, coherent essay and to
revise for clarity, organization, and development of ideas. It
also includes editing for grammar, punctuation, and
spelling.

Why  this  matters:  A  student  might  score  wel l  on
"Comprehension  of  Literary  Text"  but  poorly  on  "Writing  and
Revising." This tells a teacher that the student is a good reader
but  needs  significant  support  in  the  writing  process,  from
brainstorming  to  editing  to  revision.
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Mathematics – Grades 3-8
and Algebra I EOC

Mathematics  categories  are  highly  sequential,  building  on
foundational  skills  from  one  year  to  the  next.  The  STAAR
Reporting Categories in math are generally more stable across
grade levels, though the specific skills within them


