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EXPLORING THE
DARK FANTASY OF
THE SERPENT AND
THE WINGS OF
NIGHT CROWNS OF
NYAXIA 1

In  the  vast  and  ever-
expanding  universe  of
romantic  fantasy,  few
titles  have  captured
t h e  c o l l e c t i v e
imagination of readers
as swiftly and intensely
as  The Serpent And
The Wings Of Night
Crowns Of Nyaxia 1.
This  novel,  the  first  in

Carissa  Broadbent’s
Crowns  o f  Nyax ia
series,  has  become  a
cornerstone  of  the
"romantasy"  genre,
blending  high-stakes
political intrigue with a
deeply  compell ing
romance.  For  readers
who crave a story that
is  as  brutal  as  i t  is
beautiful,  this  book
offers  an  immersive
escape into a world of
vampires,  gods,  and
deadly  tournaments.
This  article  will  serve
as  a  comprehensive
guide  to  the  novel,
exploring its world, its
characters,  its  central
conflict,  and  the
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thematic  depth  that
has made it a beloved
bestseller.  Whether
you  are  a  potential
reader  curious  about
the hype or a seasoned
f a n  l o o k i n g  f o r  a
deeper  analysis,  this
e x p l o r a t i o n  w i l l
il luminate  why  The
Serpent  And  The
W i n g s  O f  N i g h t
Crowns Of Nyaxia 1
is  a  seminal  work  in
contemporary fantasy.

The
World of
Nyaxia: A
Realm of
Shadow
and Blood
The foundation of  any
great  fantasy  novel  is

its  world-building,  and
Broadbent  excels  at
crafting a  setting that
feels both ancient and
immediate.  The  world
of  The Serpent  And
The Wings Of Night
Crowns Of Nyaxia 1
i s  dominated  by  a
pantheon of gods, with
Nyaxia, the goddess of
d e a t h  a n d  n i g h t ,
reigning supreme over
the vampire races. The
realm  is  divided  into
three  distinct  houses:
the  Hiaj,  the  Rishan,
and  the  Ketahn.  Each
house  possesses  its
own  unique  abilities,
political structures, and
social  hierarchies,
creating a rich tapestry
of conflict and alliance.
The Hiaj,  for  instance,
are  known  for  their
s p e l l c a s t i n g  a n d
scholarly  pursuits,
while  the  Rishan  are
formidable  warriors
with  a  fierce,  almost
primal  connection  to
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the i r  power .  Th i s
intr icate  pol i t ica l
landscape  sets  the
stage for a story that is
not merely a personal
journey but a reflection
of  a  society  on  the
brink  of  monumental
change.
The  central  event  of
the  novel ,  around
which  a l l  in t r igue
revolves, is the Kejari.
This  is  a  centuries-old
tournament  held  in
honor of Nyaxia, where
vampires from all three
houses  compete  for  a
single,  life-altering
prize: a wish. The wish,
which is granted by the
goddess  herself,  is  a
p o w e r f u l  e n o u g h
incentive  to  inspire
betrayal,  sacrifice,  and
brutal  violence.  The
Kejari  is  not  a  simple
game of strength; it is
a  labyrinthine  contest
of strategy, magic, and
political  maneuvering,
set within a dangerous,

ever-changing  arena.
Th i s  concep t  o f  a
deadly tournament is a
c lass ic  t rope,  but
within  The  Serpent
And  The  Wings  Of
Night  Crowns  Of
Nyaxia 1, it feels fresh
and  terrifyingly  real,
serving as the perfect
crucible  to  test  the
novel’s  protagonist.

Character
Deep
Dive:
Oraya
and
Raihn
At  the  heart  of  The
Serpent  And  The
W i n g s  O f  N i g h t
Crowns Of Nyaxia 1
i s  i ts  protagonist ,
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Oraya. She is a human
a d o p t e d  b y  t h e
vampire  king  of  the
Hiaj  house,  Vincent.
Her  ex istence  is  a
paradox:  she  is  loved
and  protected  by  the
most powerful vampire
in her kingdom, yet she
is  also  seen  as  weak
a n d  v u l n e r a b l e
b e c a u s e  o f  h e r
mortality.  Oraya  is  a
character  defined  by
her  fierce
determination to prove
herself. She refuses to
be a pawn in a game of
immortals. Her journey
throughout the novel is
one  of  empowerment,
as she trains tirelessly
to  compete  in  the
Kejar i  and  carve  a
place  for  herself  in  a
world that views her as
prey.  Her  internal
struggle—balancing
her humanity with the
c o l d ,  c a l c u l a t e d
ruthlessness  required
to  survive—is  one  of

the  most  compelling
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
narrative. She is not a
typical  "chosen  one";
she  is  a  woman  who
makes  the  conscious
choice  to  fight  for  her
own  destiny.
Her  foil  and  eventual
love interest is Raihn. A
former  slave  who  has
r isen  to  become  a
formidable  warrior
from the Rishan house,
Raihn  is  everything
Oraya is taught to fear.
H e  i s  d a n g e r o u s ,
e n i g m a t i c ,  a n d
embodies  the  raw,
predatory nature of the
vampire  world.  Yet,
there is a depth to him
that  Oraya—and  the
r e a d e r — s l o w l y
uncovers.  Raihn’s
c h a r a c t e r  i s  a
masterclass  in  the
" s h a d o w  d a d d y "
a r c h e t y p e ,  b u t
Broadbent adds layers
o f  v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,
t r a u m a ,  a n d  a
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surprising  sense  of
honor.  The  chemistry
between  Oraya  and
Raihn  is  electric,  built
n o t  o n  i n s t a n t
attraction  but  on  a
slow-burn tension that
simmers  with  every
shared  glance  and
reluctant  partnership.
Their  relationship  is  a
central  pillar  of  The
Serpent  And  The
W i n g s  O f  N i g h t
Crowns Of Nyaxia 1,
driving  the  emotional
c o r e  o f  t h e  s t o r y
amidst  the  bloodshed
and political scheming.

Themes
That
Resonate
:

Sacrifice,
Power,
and
Freedom
Beyond  the  action-
packed  plot  and  the
s w o o n - w o r t h y
r o m a n c e ,  T h e
Serpent  And  The
W i n g s  O f  N i g h t
Crowns Of Nyaxia 1
tack les  p ro found
themes that elevate it
a b o v e  m e r e
entertainment.  One  of
the  most  prominent
themes is the nature of
power. Oraya’s story is
a constant negotiation
with power: the power
of a king, the power of
a god, the power of an
ancient  house,  and
ultimately,  the  power
within  herself.  The
novel  asks  essential
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questions:  Is  power
something you inherit,
something you take, or
something  you  build?
For Oraya,  power is  a
survival  mechanism,
but it is also a burden
that threatens to strip
away her humanity.
Sacrifice  is  another
dominant  theme.  The
K e j a r i  d e m a n d s
sacrifices  of  all
kinds—blood,  loyalty,
and  love.  Characters
are  forced  to  make
impossible  choices,
weighing  their  own
desires  against  the
needs  of  those  they
care about.  The novel
does  not  shy  away
f r o m  t h e  c o s t  o f
ambition.  It  explores
the  idea  that  to  gain
something  precious,
you must be willing to
lose something equally
valuable. This theme is
intertwined  with  the
concept  of  freedom.
For  Oraya,  freedom

means  more  than
survival;  it  means the
ability  to  choose  her
own  path,  free  from
the  shadow  of  her
adoptive father and the
expectat ions  o f  a
society  that  sees  her
as  lesser.  For  Raihn,
freedom  is  a  ghost
from a past he cannot
escape.  Their  shared
quest  for  autonomy
forms a powerful bond
between them.

Power
Dynamics: The
exploration of
human-vampire
relations and the
hierarchy within
vampire society.
Identity and
Belonging:
Oraya’s struggle
as a human
among immortals
and her quest to
define her own
identity.
Trust and
Betrayal: In a
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world built on
alliances of
convenience,
trust is the most
dangerous
currency.
Love as a
Weapon and a
Shield: The
novel portrays
love not as a
weakness but as
a source of
immense
strength and
vulnerability.

Writing
Style
and
Atmos
phere
C a r i s s a
B r o a d b e n t ’ s
p r o s e  i n  The

Serpent  And
The  Wings  Of
Night  Crowns
Of Nyaxia 1 is a
significant  factor
in  the  novel ’s
success .  He r
w r i t i n g  i s
evocative  and
a t m o s p h e r i c ,
painting  vivid
pictures  of  the
s h a d o w -
drenched  world.
She  ba lances
l y r i c a l
descriptions  of
the  supernatural
elements  with  a
sharp,  modern
p a c i n g  t h a t
keeps  the  story
m o v i n g  a t  a
relentless  pace.
T h e  a c t i o n
s c e n e s  a r e
choreographed
with  precision,
m a k i n g  t h e
reader feel every
clash of steel and
every  surge  of
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magic.  Yet,  she
also  excels  at
quieter,  more
i n t i m a t e
m o m e n t s ,
a l l o w i n g  t h e
r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  Oraya
a n d  R a i h n  t o
develop naturally
a m i d s t  t h e
chaos.
The tone is dark
but  not  without
hope. There is a
gritty  realism  to
the violence and
t h e  p o l i t i c a l
maneuverings,
but there is also
a  t h r e a d  o f
resilience  that
runs through the
n a r r a t i v e .
B r o a d b e n t
skillfully  uses  a
first-person
perspective  from
Oraya,  wh ich
immerses  the
reader  deeply
i n t o  h e r

thoughts,  fears,
and  desires.  We
experience  her
triumphs and her
heartbreaks as if
they  were  our
o w n .  T h i s
i n t i m a t e
narrative  voice
m a k e s  t h e
emotional  stakes
of the Kejari feel
incredibly  high,
and the romantic
tension becomes
almost  palpable.
The world of The
Serpent  And
The  Wings  Of
Night  Crowns
O f  N y a x i a  1
feels lived-in and
dangerous ,  a
p l a c e  w h e r e
every  shadow
could  h ide  an
enemy and every
a l l i a n c e  i s  a
p o t e n t i a l
betrayal.
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Why
This
Book
Matter
s in the
Roman
tasy
Genre
T h e  s u r g e  i n
popularity of The
Serpent  And
The  Wings  Of
Night  Crowns
Of Nyaxia 1 is a
testament  to  its
quality  and  its
ability  to  satisfy
the  cravings  of
r o m a n t a s y
r e a d e r s .  I t
delivers  on  all

the  promises  of
t h e  g e n r e :  a
fierce,  capable
heroine;  a  dark,
mysterious  hero
with  a  h idden
heart;  a  high-
s t a k e s
competition;  and
a world rich with
magic  and  lore.
However,  it  also
subverts  some
e x p e c t a t i o n s .
Oraya  is  not  a
warrior born; she
is a woman who
b e c o m e s  a
warrior  through
sheer  wil l  and
grueling  effort.
R a i h n  i s  n o t
s i m p l y  a
brooding  tyrant;
he  carries  the
w e i g h t  o f  a
painful  past  that
informs his every
action.
The  novel  fits
p e r f e c t l y
alongside  other
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popular works in
the  genre,  such
a s  S a r a h  J .
Maas’s  "A  Court
of  Thorns  and
Roses"  series  or
J e n n i f e r  L .
A r m e n t r o u t ’ s
"From Blood and
Ash"  series.  Yet,
it carves its own
identity  through
i t s  u n i q u e
v a m p i r e
mythology  and
i ts  focus  on  a
t o u r n a m e n t
structure  that
forces  constant
t e n s i o n  a n d
s t r a t e g i c
thinking. For fans
of  enemies-to-
lovers,  forced
proximity,  and
"who did  this  to
you?" tropes, this
b o o k  i s  a
g o l d m i n e .  I t
a c k n o w l e d g e s
t h e  g e n r e ’ s
conventions  and

then  executes
t h e m  w i t h  a
freshness  and
emotional  depth
that  feels  both
satisfying  and
surprising. It has
helped  to  define
the current wave
o f  v a m p i r e
romance, moving
a w a y  f r o m
sparkly,  tame
depictions of the
u n d e a d  a n d
returning  to  a
more dangerous,
monstrous,  and
alluring vision of
what it means to
be a creature of
the night.

A
Glimps
e
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Beyon
d the
First

Book
W h i l e  T h e
Serpent  And
The  Wings  Of
Night  Crowns
O f  N y a x i a  1
tells  a  complete
and  compelling
s to ry ,  i t  a l so
serves  as  the
t h r i l l i n g
introduction to a
larger world. The
novel  ends  with
significant
deve l opment s
that  change  the
p o l i t i c a l
l a n d s c a p e
entirely,  setting
the stage for the
sequel,  Ashes
and  the  Star -

C u r s e d  K i n g
( C r o w n s  o f
Nyaxia,  book  2).
Readers who fall
in  love  with  the
w o r l d  a n d
characters  will
find  a  rich
n a r r a t i v e
awaiting  them.
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
Broadbent  has
expanded  the
universe  with
nove l l as  and
o the r  books ,
offering  deeper
d i v e s  i n t o
s e c o n d a r y
characters  and
different  time
per iods .  Th is
a d d e d  d e p t h
makes the world
of  Nyaxia  feel
e v e n  m o r e
expansive  and
reward ing  to
explore.
The  series  is  an
excellent  choice
for  readers  who
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e n j o y  b i n g e -
r e a d i n g  a
completed  or
near-completed
series. The story
builds upon itself
i n  a  way  tha t
r e w a r d s
a t t e n t i o n  t o
detail,  and  the
character  arcs
are  designed  to
e v o l v e  o v e r
multiple  books.
The  po l i t i ca l
ramifications  of
the Kejari are far-
reaching,  and
understanding
the  intricacies
presented in the
first  book  is
essent ia l  f o r
appreciating  the
larger  war  and
conflicts  to
c o m e .  T h e
Serpent  And
The  Wings  Of
Night  Crowns
Of  Nyaxia  1  is
not just a single

story;  it  is  the
cornerstone of an
e p i c  f a n t a s y
s e r i e s  t h a t
promises to grow
i n  s c a l e  a n d
complexity.

Final
Thoug
hts on
a
Moder
n
Fantas
y
Master
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piece
In  conclusion,
The  Serpent
And The Wings
O f  N i g h t

C r o w n s  O f
Nyaxia  1  i s  a
p o w e r f u l ,
b e a u t i f u l l y
crafted  novel
that deserves its
place at the top


