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INTRODUCTION: THE CRITICAL
ROLE OF PRACTICE EXAMS IN
CISSP SUCCESS

Earning  the  Certified  Information
Systems  Security  Professional  (CISSP)
credential  is  a  significant  milestone  for
any  cybersecurity  professional.
Administered  by  ISC2,  the  exam  is
renowned  for  its  breadth  and  depth,
covering  eight  domains  from  security
and  risk  management  to  software
development security. Many candidates
spend months studying, yet still find the
exam  day  daunting.  The  difference
between passing and failing often comes
down  to  one  key  element:  effective
practice.  CISSP  practice  exams  are
not  merely a revision tool;  they are a
diagnostic  instrument,  a  confidence
bu i lder ,  and  a  b r idge  between
theoretical  knowledge  and  the  exam’s
unique question format.
Among the vast array of study materials
available, the name Shon Harris stands
out as a legend in the CISSP community.
Her contributions, particularly the CISSP
Practice  Exams  by  Shon  Harris,
remain highly sought after by candidates
around the world.  This article explores
why  these  p rac t i ce  exams  a re
considered  an  indispensable  resource,
how  they  can  be  used  effectively,  and
how  they  continue  to  influence  CISSP
preparation  even  years  after  their
original  publication.

WHO WAS SHON HARRIS AND
WHY ARE HER PRACTICE EXAMS
RENOWNED?

Shon  Harris  was  a  prolific  author,
educator, and cybersecurity expert. She
authored the CISSP All-in-One Exam
Guide, a book that has been called the
“bible” of CISSP preparation. Her unique
ability  to  explain  complex  technical
concepts  in  an  accessible,  engaging
manner  made  her  a  favorite  among
aspiring  security  professionals.  Beyond
the textbook, she produced a series of
CISSP practice  exams  that  mirrored
the tone,  complexity,  and trickiness of
the real test.
What made Shon Harris practice exams
different?  First,  her  questions  were
designed to  test  not  just  memory  but
application  of  concepts.  The  CISSP
exam  is  notor ious  for  requir ing
candidates to think like a manager, not
just  a  technician.  Harris’s  practice
questions  often  presented  realistic
scenarios  that  forced  test-takers  to
weigh multiple acceptable answers and
choose the best one — precisely the skill
needed on exam day.
S e c o n d ,  h e r  d e t a i l e d  a n s w e r
explanations  were  a  treasure  trove  of
learning.  Each  incorrect  choice  was
d issected,  he lp ing  cand idates
unders tand  why  i t  was  wrong ,
reinforcing  the  underlying  principles.
This made the practice exams a holistic
learning experience, not just a test.

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 Cissp Practice Exams Shon Harris 2022-12-29

Key Features of
Shon Harris
CISSP Practice

Exams
Domain Coverage: Questions
span all eight CISSP domains, with
emphasis on areas like asset
security, identity and access
management, and security
assessment.
Varied Difficulty Levels: Some
questions are straightforward;
others are purposely ambiguous to
simulate the real exam’s style.
Answer Explanations: Each
question includes concise but
thorough explanations that often
refer back to core concepts from
the All-in-One guide.
Exam Simulation: Early editions
included full-length practice tests
with 250 questions, allowing
candidates to practice pacing.
Focus on the “Best Answer”:
Harris’s questions frequently
present two correct-looking
choices, training candidates to
apply the “CISSP mindset.”

HOW SHON HARRIS PRACTICE
EXAMS ALIGN WITH THE
CURRENT CISSP EXAM

One  common  concern  among  modern
CISSP  candidates  is  the  age  of  Shon
Harris’s  materials.  The  author  passed
away in 2021, and her books have not
been updated since the 7th edition of
the All-in-One guide (released in 2016).
The  CISSP  exam  itself  has  undergone

c h a n g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C A T
(Computerized Adaptive Testing) format
and updated domain weighting. So, are
Shon  Harris  practice  exams  sti l l
relevant?
The short answer is yes, with caveats.
The core principles covered in the CISSP
domains — such as the CIA triad, access
cont ro l  mode ls ,  c ryptography
fundamentals, and risk management —
have not fundamentally changed. Shon
Harris’s practice exams are exceptional
at  building a solid foundation in these
bedrock  topics.  However,  candidates
should  supplement  them  with  newer
m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  c o v e r  r e c e n t
developments,  such  as  cloud  security,
DevOps, and updated regulations.
Moreover, the style of Harris’s questions
—  the  way  they  force  you  to  read
carefully and think critically — translates
perfectly  to  the  current  exam.  Many
successful  candidates  report  that
practicing with her questions made the
real exam feel familiar, even when some
technical  details  had  shifted.  CISSP
practice  exams  from  Shon  Harris
train  your  brain  to  handle  ambiguity,
which is the most valuable skill of all.

Domain-Specific
Relevance
Let’s look at a few domains where her
practice exams shine:

Security and Risk
Management: Harris’s questions
on risk analysis, BCP/DRP, and
legal/regulatory issues remain
highly applicable.
Asset Security: Data
classification, retention policies,
and handling of sensitive
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information are timeless.
Cryptography: While specific
algorithms have evolved, the
fundamental concepts of
symmetric vs. asymmetric,
hashing, and key management are
covered thoroughly.
Network Security: Basic
protocols and defense models are
unchanged. However, newer topics
like SD-WAN or zero trust may
require additional study.

In short, use Shon Harris practice exams
as a core learning tool, but verify any
facts that might have changed against
the  official  ISC2  CBK  or  a  more  recent
study  guide.

EFFECTIVE STUDY STRATEGIES
USING SHON HARRIS PRACTICE
EXAMS

Simply  purchasing  a  test  bank  and
answering questions randomly is not the
most productive approach. To maximize
the value of CISSP practice exams by
Shon Harris, adopt a structured plan.

1. Use Practice
Exams as a
Diagnostic Tool
Before diving into full  chapters, take a
practice test of 50–100 questions. This
will  reveal  your  weak  domains.  Shon
Harr is ’s  exams  of ten  inc lude  a
breakdown by domain, helping you focus
your study time where it matters most.
Note the questions you get wrong and
the themes behind them.

2. Simulate Real
Exam Conditions
The CISSP CAT exam lasts up to 3 hours
(or  4  hours  for  the linear  version).  To
build  stamina,  occasionally  set  aside
time for a full-length practice test using
Shon Harris materials. Work through 125
quiz  questions  (or  250  if  using  older
p a p e r - b a s e d  e x a m s )  w i t h o u t
interruptions.  This  practice  helps  you
manage anxiety and time pressure.

3. Analyze Every
Answer
Thoroughly
Harris’s  explanations  are  gold.  After
each  practice  session,  review  both
correct and incorrect answers. For every
question you answered incorrectly, write
down the principle you missed. For those
you got right but second-guessed, note
why the other options were inferior. This
active  learning  process  deepens
retention.

4. Revisit
Difficult
Questions
Repeatedly
Shon  Harris’s  practice  exams  are  not
infinite.  If  you  use  them early,  you  may
memorize  answers.  Instead,  space  out
your  attempts.  Use  the  first  pass  to
identify weak spots. Later in your study,
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come back to the same questions — but
this time, try to explain why each answer
is right or wrong without looking at the
explanation.  This  technique  cements
knowledge.

5. Combine with
Other Resources
Use  Shon  Harris  practice  exams  as  a
complement  to  other  study  aids.  For
example, after reading a domain in the
A l l - i n -One  gu ide ,  a t tempt  the
corresponding practice questions. When
you  encounter  a  concept  that  feels
unfamiliar,  refer  to  the book or  watch
video  tutorials.  Many  candidates  also
pair  Harris’s  tests  with  the  official  ISC2
practice tests for a more modern flavor.

COMPARING SHON HARRIS
PRACTICE EXAMS TO OTHER
CISSP RESOURCES

The  market  is  crowded  with  CISSP
practice materials. How do Shon Harris
exams stack up against competitors?

Official ISC2 Practice Tests:
These are of course written by the
exam body and reflect the current
syllabus most accurately.
However, many candidates find
them overly straightforward. Shon
Harris questions are often more
challenging and better at teaching
the critical thinking needed.
Boson ExSim: Boson is praised
for its up-to-date content and
detailed explanations. It is an
excellent modern counterpart.
However, Boson questions tend to
be very technical, while Harris’s
questions focus more on
management and conceptual

understanding — mirroring the
actual CISSP exam’s tone.
Sybex (Wiley) Practice Exams:
The Sybex official study guide
comes with practice questions that
are solid but sometimes lack the
“trickiness” of the real exam. Shon
Harris questions excel in training
you to avoid common traps.
Free Online Question Banks:
Many free resources exist, but
their quality is inconsistent. Shon
Harris’s professionally crafted
questions are far more reliable for
high-stakes preparation.

The consensus among successful CISSP
holders is that while no single resource is
perfect,  a  combination  of  Shon  Harris
practice  exams  (for  mindset)  and  a
current test bank (for domain updates)
provides the best coverage.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW
SHON HARRIS MATERIALS HELP
OVERCOME THEM

Every  CISSP  candidate  faces  hurdles.
Here  is  how  Shon  Harris  practice
exams address them:

Tricky Wording
and Distractors
The real CISSP exam often gives you two
answers  that  are  conceptually  correct,
but one is more comprehensive or more
aligned  with  ISC2’s  “business-focused”
perspective.  Harris’s  questions  are
masterfully  designed  to  replicate  this
confusion.  By  practicing  with  her
questions,  you  learn  to  scan  for  key
qualifiers  like  “best,”  “first,”  “most
important,”  and  “most  cost-effective.”
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Breadth of
Content
With  eight  domains,  it  is  easy  to  feel
overwhelmed.  Shon  Harris  practice
exams  provide  a  structured  way  to
assess your readiness across all  areas.
When  candidates  score  poorly  on  a
domain  l ike  “Identity  and  Access
Management,” they know exactly where
to allocate study time.

Exam Anxiety
Many candidates report that taking full-
length  practice  exams  by  Shon  Harris
helped reduce their anxiety. By the time
exam day arrives, the style of questions
feels  familiar,  and  the  nerves  are
manageable.

Memory
Overload
Rote memorization is  insufficient  for  the
CISSP.  Shon  Harris  questions  demand

application.  For  example,  instead  of
asking “What is Bell-LaPadula?” they ask
you  to  identify  which  security  model
should be used in a specific government
scenario.  This  trains  you  to  apply
concepts,  not  just  recall  definitions.

WHERE TO FIND AUTHENTIC
SHON HARRIS CISSP PRACTICE
EXAMS

Since  Shon  Harris’s  passing,  some
editions  of  her  practice  exams  have
gone out of print. However, they are still
accessible through several channels:

CISSP All-in-One Exam Guide,
7th/8th Edition: The book
includes access to online practice
questions, some of which are
derived from Harris’s work. The
8th edition (by Fernando Maymi)
continues her legacy.
Shon Harris’s CISSP Practice
Exams ( standalone book ):
Available used on Amazon or from
used bookstores. The older
editions are still valuable for the
question style.
McGraw-Hill/


