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THE ENDURING RADIANCE OF
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MYTH FROM PUERTO RICO

In the rich tapestry of world mythology,
few stories capture the imagination quite
like  the  creation  narratives  of  the
indigenous  peoples  of  the  Caribbean.
Among the most evocative and culturally
significant  is  The  Golden  Flower  A
Taino Myth From Puerto Rico.  This
ancient  story,  passed  down  through
generations of oral tradition, does more
than explain the origins of the sun and
the  moon;  it  offers  a  profound  glimpse
into the worldview, values, and spiritual
beliefs of the Taino people who inhabited
the  islands  long  before  European
contact. Far from being a simple folktale,
this myth serves as a foundational story
for  Puerto  Rican  cultural  identity,
connecting modern descendants to their
pre-Columbian  roots.  This  article  will
explore the narrative of the myth, delve
into  its  deep  symbolism,  examine  its
place  within  the  broader  Taino  belief
system, and discuss its lasting legacy in
Puerto Rico and beyond. Understanding
this story is essential for anyone seeking
to  appreciate  the  deep  history  and
cultural richness of the Caribbean, as it
sh ines  a  l i gh t  on  the  p ro found
relationship  a  people  had  with  the
natural  world  and  the  cosmos.

The Narrative:
How the Sun and
Moon Were Born
At  its  heart,  The  Golden  Flower  A
Taino  Myth  From Puerto  Rico  is  a
creation story, specifically a cosmogonic
myth that explains the origin of the two
most  prominent  celestial  bodies.  While
various  versions  exist,  as  is  common
with  oral  traditions,  the  core  narrative
remains  remarkably  consistent  and
powerful. The story begins not in a void,
but in a world of darkness, a perpetual
twilight  where  the  Taino  people  lived
without the warmth of the sun or the soft
glow of  the moon.  Their  world  was lit
only  by the faint  light  of  distant  stars
and the fireflies that danced in the dense
forests of the island they called Borikén.
One  day,  a  young  boy,  often  named
Guahayona or  simply  referred to  as  a
curious child,  was walking through the
forest.  He was a boy who felt  a  deep
connection  to  the  natural  world,
spending his days exploring the rivers,
valleys,  and mountains.  During  one of
his solitary journeys, he came across a
magnificent  and  unusual  flower  growing
in  a  hidden  clearing.  This  was  no
ordinary  bloom.  It  was  a  flower  of  pure,
incandescent  gold,  radiating  a  soft,
warm,  and  powerful  light  that  pushed
back  the  surrounding  darkness.  The
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flower  seemed to  pulse  with  a  life  force
unlike anything the boy had ever seen.
Its petals were not just yellow; they were
like  forged  sunlight,  and  its  center
glowed  with  an  inner  fire.  The  boy  was
immediately  captivated  by  its  beauty
and its  power.  He knew he had found
something sacred, something that held
the potential to change the world.
Remembering  the  darkness  that
enveloped his village and the longing of
his people for light and warmth, the boy
made  a  fateful  decision.  He  carefully
plucked the golden flower from its  stem
and, with all his strength, hurled it high
into  the  sky.  As  the  flower  ascended,  it
began to transform. It grew brighter and
larger, its golden light intensifying until it
became  a  blazing  sphere  of  fire.  The
flower  had  become  the  sun,  the  great
celestial father that would now rule the
day, bringing warmth, light, and life to
the earth.  The people of  Borikén were
awestruck  as  the  first  dawn  broke  over
their  island,  banishing  the  eternal
twilight forever. But the story does not
end there. As the sun began its journey
across the sky, the boy realized that the
night would still be dark and frightening.
So,  he  looked  for  another  flower.  This
time, he found a smaller, more delicate
bloom,  one  whose  petals  shimmered
with  a  soft,  silvery  light.  This  was  a
flower of calm reflection, a flower of the
night. The boy gently picked it and, with
a softer throw, cast it into the sky. This
flower  did  not  blaze  like  the  first  one.
Instead,  it  transformed into  the moon,
the celestial mother, whose gentle, silver
light would guide travelers in the dark,
mark the passage of time, and pull the
tides. And to keep the moon company
and to provide comfort on the darkest
nights,  the  boy  threw  a  handful  of
sparkling  dust  from  the  forest  floor  into

the sky, which became the stars. In this
single, beautiful act, the Taino creation
myth explains the entire cosmos, from
the blazing power of the sun to the quiet
beauty  of  the  moon  and  the  distant
twinkle of the stars.

Decoding the
Symbolism: More
Than Just a Story
Like  all  great  myths,  The  Golden
Flower  A Taino Myth From Puerto
Rico  operates  on  multiple  levels  of
meaning.  It  is  not  merely  a  primitive
attempt  to  explain  astronomy;  it  is  a
complex allegory for human experience,
spiritual  growth,  and  the  relationship
between humanity and the divine. The
golden flower itself is the central symbol,
representing  potential,  sacred  energy,
and  the  latent  power  of  the  natural
world. It is not found in a garden or a
village,  but  in  a  hidden,  wild  place,
signifying that true power and wisdom
are often found outside the boundaries
of  ordinary  life,  requiring a  journey of
discovery.  The  flower  is  a  gift  from  the
earth, a concentrated form of the earth's
creative energy waiting to be unleashed.
The boy, Guahayona, is the archetypal
hero, a figure of innocence, courage, and
vision. He is not a powerful adult warrior
or  a  shaman,  but  a  child.  This  is  a
powerful  choice,  as it  emphasizes that
wisdom and the  ability  to  change the
world are not reserved for the powerful
or the old, but can come from a humble,
open,  and  curious  heart.  The  boy's
action  of  plucking  and  throwing  the
flower is an act of transformation. It is a
sacrifice  of  beauty  for  utility,  a  decision
to take something precious and use it for
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the common good. He sees the potential
in the flower and has the courage to act
upon it, turning a private wonder into a
universal  blessing.  This  act  of  selfless
generosity  is  a  core  tenet  of  the  story.
The dual creation of the sun and moon
also establishes a profound duality that
permeates  Taino  cosmology.  The  sun
and moon are not opposing forces, but
complementary  partners.  The  sun  is
active,  masculine,  and  life-giving;  the
moon is passive, feminine, and guiding.
This balance of opposing but harmonious
f o r c e s  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  T a i n o
understanding  of  the  world,  reflected  in
their social structures, their agricultural
cycles,  and  their  spiritual  beliefs.  The
myth teaches that creation requires both
the  fiery  energy  of  action  (the  sun)  and
the cool wisdom of reflection (the moon).
Furthermore,  the  act  of  throwing  the
flowers  into  the  sky  can  be  seen  as  a
metaphor for prayer or offering. The boy
is,  in  essence,  offering  the  most
beautiful  gifts  of  the  earth  to  the
heavens,  and the heavens respond by
transforming them into eternal lights for
all.  This  establishes  a  sacred  cycle  of
giving and receiving between the earth,
humanity, and the cosmos.

The Taino
Worldview: A
Context for the
Myth
To fully appreciate The Golden Flower
A Taino Myth From Puerto Rico, it is
essential to understand the culture that
c reated  i t .  The  Ta ino  were  the
indigenous  people  of  the  Greater

Antilles, including Puerto Rico (Borikén),
Hispaniola  (Haiti  and  the  Dominican
Republic), Cuba, and Jamaica. They had
a  complex  society  organized  into
chiefdoms  called  cacicazgos,  led  by  a
cacique (chief). Their society was deeply
spiritual, with a belief system centered
on a pantheon of gods and spirits known
as  zemis .  These  zemis  could  be
ancestral  spirits,  forces  of  nature,  or
deities  representing  specific  aspects  of
life, such as agriculture, rain, or the sun.
The Taino worldview was fundamentally
animistic,  meaning  they  believed  that
spirits  resided  in  all  things:  animals,
plants,  rivers,  mountains,  and celestial
bodies. This explains why a flower could
possess such immense cosmic power. In
the Taino mind, the natural  world was
not  a  collection  of  inert  objects  to  be
exploited,  but  a  living,  breathing
community  of  beings  with  their  own
spirits  and  agency.  The  golden  flower
was not just a plant; it  was a zemi,  a
sacred embodiment of light and creative
force. The boy's interaction with it is a
relationship,  not  a  simple  physical
action. This deep respect for nature is
the philosophical bedrock of the myth.
Key Taino concepts are woven into the
fabric of the story:

Yúcahu and Atabey: Yúcahu was
the supreme god of the Taino,
associated with cassava (the
staple food) and the sea. Atabey
was his mother, the goddess of
fertility, fresh water, and the
moon. The creation of the sun and
moon in the myth reflects the
male and female divine principles
central to Taino spirituality.
The Four Cardinal Points: Taino
cosmology was organized around
the four cardinal directions, each
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associated with specific colors,
forces, and deities. The sun's daily
journey across the sky was a
sacred path.
Coabey: The Taino afterlife, a
paradisiacal place where souls
would rest before being reborn.
The stars were often seen as the
souls of ancestors, which gives the
boy's creation of the stars from
forest dust an even deeper, more
poignant meaning—he was
creating a link between the earthly
and the spiritual.
Areytos: These were ceremonial
songs and dances that recounted
the history and myths of the
people. Myths like "The Golden
Flower" were not just stories; they
were living texts, performed and
re-enacted in areytos to pass on
knowledge, values, and history to
each new generation.

The Golden
Flower and
Modern Puerto
Rican Identity
The legacy  of  The Golden Flower A
Taino Myth From Puerto Rico extends
far beyond the archaeological record or
academic study. For many Puerto Ricans
today, reconnecting with the Taino past
is a powerful act of cultural recovery and
identity  formation.  For  centuries,  the
official  narrative  held  that  the  Taino
people  were  extinct,  completely  wiped
out  by  disease,  enslavement,  and
violence  fol lowing  the  arrival  of
Christopher Columbus in 1493. However,

modern  gene t i c  s tud ies  and  a
resurgence of cultural pride have proven
this  narrative  false.  A  significant  portion
of  the  Puerto  Rican  population  carries
Taino  mitochondrial  DNA,  and  the
influence  of  Taino  language,  food,  and
culture is woven into the very fabric of
Puerto Rican life.
In this context, "The Golden Flower" has
become  a  potent  symbol  of  resilience
and rebirth. The story of light emerging
from darkness resonates deeply with a
people who have endured centuries of
colonial  rule,  economic  hardship,  and
political  struggle.  The  myth  reminds
Puerto Ricans that their origins are not in
Europe or Africa alone, but in the very
soil  of  the island,  in the myths of  the
people  who  first  called  it  home.  The
golden  flower  is  a  metaphor  for  the
enduring spirit  of  the Taino culture—it
was not destroyed but transformed, its
seeds scattered into the sky to become
eternal lights. Reclaiming this story is a
way of reclaiming a part of the self that
was long suppressed.
Schools in Puerto Rico now include Taino
history and mythology in their curricula.
Artists, musicians, and writers draw on
these ancient stories for inspiration. The
image  of  the  golden  flower  appears  in
modern  paint ings,  jewelry,  and
literature.  It  has  become a  symbol  of
cultural sovereignty and a reminder that
the identity of the island is a unique and
beautiful  blend  of  Taino,  African,  and
European  roots.  For  the  diaspora,
especially  Puerto  Ricans  living  in  the
United  States,  the  myth  serves  as  a
powerful link to their homeland, a story
that encapsulates the beauty and magic
of the island they long for. Teaching the
myth to children is a way of passing on a
legacy of pride, resilience, and a deep
connection to the natural world, ensuring
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that  the  light  of  the  golden  flower
continues to shine through generations.

Comparative
Mythology: The
Golden Flower in
a Global Context

While deeply unique to the Taino, The
Golden Flower A Taino Myth From
Puerto Rico shares fascinating thematic
parallels  with  creation  myths  from
around  the  world.  This  commonality
speaks to the universal human desire to
understand our origins and the shared
archetypes that populate our collective
unconscious.  The motif  of  a child or a
seemingly insignificant being bringing


