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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF
WONDERLAND

For over a century and
a  half,  The  Original
Story  Of  Al ice  In
Wonder land  has
captivated  readers  of
a l l  a g e s  w i t h  i t s
whimsical  characters,
surrea l  log ic ,  and
timeless  charm.  Few
tales have managed to
b r i d g e  t h e  g a p
between  childhood
fantasy  and  adul t
literary  analysis  so
seamlessly. But behind
the  talking  rabbits,
mad  ha t te r s ,  and

grinning  cats  lies  a
fascinat ing  or ig in
story—one that begins
not  in  a  publishing
house,  but  on  a  lazy
summer  afternoon
a l o n g  t h e  R i v e r
T h a m e s .
Understanding the true
genesis of this beloved
classic reveals not only
t h e  g e n i u s  o f  i t s
a u t h o r ,  C h a r l e s
Lutwidge  Dodgson
(better known as Lewis
Carroll),  but  also  the
deeply  personal  and
spontaneous spark that
gave life to one of the
most original  works in
English literature.  This
article  delves  into  the
r i c h  h i s t o r y ,
insp i ra t ions ,  and

https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/


2

2 The Original Story Of Alice In
Wonderland

2023-01-16

hidden depths  of  The
Original  Story  Of
Alice In Wonderland,
exploring how a simple
tale told to a little girl
b e c a m e  a  g l o b a l
phenomenon.

THE GENESIS OF
WONDERLAND:
HOW ALICE CAME
TO BE

The  Original  Story
O f  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland was born
on  a  single,  golden
afternoon: July 4, 1862.
On  that  day,  Lewis
C a r r o l l ,  t h e n  a
mathematics  lecturer
a t  Chr i s t  Church ,
Oxford, embarked on a
boating  trip  up  the
River Thames with his
f r i e n d  R o b i n s o n
Duckworth  and  three
young  sisters—Lorina,
Alice, and Edith Liddell.
T o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e
children, Carroll began
to spin a fantastic tale
about a bored little girl

who falls down a rabbit
hole  into  a  bizarre
world.  He  filled  the
narrative  with  absurd
situations,  talking
animals,  and  riddles
that  del ighted  his
audience,  especially
ten-year-old  Al ice
Liddell,  who  begged
him  to  write  it  down.
C a r r o l l  d i d  n o t
immediately  commit
the  tale  to  paper.  It
w a s  o n l y  a f t e r
persistent  requests
from  Al ice  that  he
finally  produced  a
h a n d w r i t t e n
manuscr ipt  t i t led
Alice's  Adventures
U n d e r  G r o u n d ,
illustrated with his own
d r a w i n g s .  H e
presented it to her as a
Christmas gift in 1864.
This  manuscript,  now
housed  in  the  British
Library,  is  the earliest
known version of  The
Original  Story  Of
Alice In Wonderland.
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It  is  shorter  and  less
po l i shed  than  the
published book,  but  it
contains  all  the  core
elements—the  White
Rabbit,  the  Caucus
Race,  the  Mad  Tea-
P a r t y ,  a n d  t h e
trial—that  would  later
enchant the world.

From Oral
Tale to
Published
Masterpie
ce
Encouraged by friends
w h o  s a w  t h e
manuscript's  potential,
Carroll  expanded  the
story  f rom  18,000
words to over 35,000.
He  added  iconic  new
characters,  including
the  Cheshire  Cat,  the
March  Hare,  and  the

Queen  o f  Hea r t s .
Recognizing  that  his
own  drawings  were
amateurish,  he  hired
the celebrated political
cartoonist  Sir  John
Tenniel  to  provide
p r o f e s s i o n a l
illustrations.  Tenniel’s
precise,  slightly  eerie
b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e
drawings  became
inseparable  from  the
text, defining the visual
identity of Wonderland
for generations.
After  multiple  delays
and a first printing that
Carroll rejected due to
poor  print  qual ity,
Alice's  Adventures  in
Wonderland  was finally
published in November
1865 (with a title page
dated 1866). It was an
immediate  success,
p r a i s e d  f o r  i t s
originality,  wit,  and
defiance  of  the
moralistic  children's
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e
Victorian  era.  Thus,
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The  Original  Story
O f  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  moved
from a private gift to a
public treasure, forever
c h a n g i n g  h o w
c h i l d r e n — a n d
adu l ts—exper ience
fantasy.

WHO WAS THE
REAL ALICE? ALICE
LIDDELL AND THE
INSPIRATION

At  the  heart  of  The
Original  Story  Of
Alice In Wonderland
is  Alice  Liddell,  the
second  daughter  of
Henry Liddell, the Dean
o f  Chr i s t  Church .
Carroll  was  a  close
family  friend,  often
photographing  the
children and inventing
stories and puzzles for
them. Alice Liddell was
not the only inspiration
for  the  fictional  Alice,
b u t  s h e  w a s
u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e
primary  muse.  The

ded ica t ion  o f  the
p u b l i s h e d  b o o k
includes  an  acrostic
poem spelling out  her
f u l l  n a m e — A l i c e
P l e a s a n c e
Liddell—revealing  the
personal  bond  behind
the creation.
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s
important to note that
the  character  Alice  in
the story is not a direct
portrait of Alice Liddell.
Carroll blended aspects
o f  h e r
personality—curiosity,
po l i teness ,  and  a
c e r t a i n
forthrightness—with
elements of every child
he  knew.  The  fictional
Alice  is  a  Victorian
chi ld  navigat ing  a
w o r l d  o f  a d u l t
absurdity,  and  her
journey  reflects
Carroll's  fascination
with  childhood  logic
and  language.  The
relationship  between
the author and the real
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Alice  has  been  the
s u b j e c t  o f  m u c h
speculation,  but  what
remains  clear  is  that
The  Original  Story
O f  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland emerged
f r o m  a  g e n u i n e ,
creative friendship that
captured a moment of
pure imaginative play.

DECODING THE
STORY: THEMES,
ALLUSIONS, AND
HIDDEN MEANINGS

O n e  r e a s o n  T h e
Original  Story  Of
Alice In Wonderland
continues  to  resonate
i s  i t s  remarkab le
depth.  Beneath  the
surface  of  nonsense
and  whimsy,  Carroll
wove a rich tapestry of
intellectual  and  social
commentary. The story
is often read as a satire
of Victorian education,
with  Alice's  constant
attempts  to  recite
poetry  and  lessons

o n l y  t o  g e t  t h e m
hilariously  wrong.  The
c h a r a c t e r s — t h e
authoritarian Queen of
Hearts,  the  pedantic
Humpty  Dumpty  (in
Through  the  Looking-
G lass ) ,  t he  t ime -
o b s e s s e d
H a t t e r — p a r o d y
different aspects of the
a d u l t  w o r l d  t h a t
children  find  confusing
and  arbitrary.
Carroll,  a  logician and
mathematician,  also
embedded  log ica l
p u z z l e s  a n d
philosophical questions
into the narrative. The
famous  "Why  i s  a
raven  like  a  writing-
desk?"  riddle  has  no
answer,  highlighting
the  limits  of  reason.
A l i c e ' s  c o n s t a n t
p h y s i c a l
changes—growing  and
shr ink ing—can  be
i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a
metapho r  f o r  t he
u n c e r t a i n t i e s  o f
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childhood, the struggle
for  identity,  and  the
bewildering  nature  of
growing up. The trial at
t h e  e n d ,  w i t h  i t s
nonsens ica l  lega l
procedures,  critiques
the rigid justice system
of the time. By packing
so  many  layers  o f
m e a n i n g  i n t o  a
seemingly simple fairy
tale,  Carroll  ensured
that  The  Original
Story  Of  Al ice  In
Wonderland  would
r e w a r d  r e p e a t e d
readings  wel l  into
adulthood.

Nonsense
as a
Serious
Art Form
Carroll was a master of
literary  nonsense,  a
genre that uses logical

language  to  describe
illogical  events.  His
careful  construction of
the  absurd  is  what
gives  Alice  its  staying
power.  Unlike  many
later  fantasy  works
that rely on epic quests
or  moral  lessons,  The
Original  Story  Of
Alice In Wonderland
revels  in  its  lack of  a
clear moral. It follows a
dream logic where the
o n l y  c o n s t a n t  i s
change  itself.  This
refusal  to  explain  or
a p o l o g i z e  f o r  i t s
m a d n e s s  i s  w h a t
makes  the  story  so
l i b e r a t i n g  a n d ,
ultimately, so original.

THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF ALICE'S
ADVENTURES IN
WONDERLAND

From its publication to
the  present  day,  The
Original  Story  Of
Alice In Wonderland
has  inspired  countless
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adaptations,  including
films,  ballets,  operas,
and  v ideo  games.
D i s n e y ' s  1 9 5 1
animated  film  brought
the  story  to  a  global
audience,  while  Tim
Burton's  2010  version
offered  a  darker,  more
modern  interpretation.
The  characters—the
Cheshire Cat, the Mad
Hat ter ,  the  Whi te
Rabbit—have  become
cultural  archetypes,
appearing  everywhere
from  advertising  to
political  cartoons.
More  importantly,  the
story  has  influenced
generations  of  writers
and  artists,  from  the
S u r r e a l i s t s  t o
postmodern  novelists.
Its playful approach to
language  and  reality
paved the way for the
works  of  James Joyce,
Jorge Luis Borges, and
even  contemporary
genre  authors.  The
phrase  "down  the

r a b b i t  h o l e "  h a s
entered  the  common
lexicon as a metaphor
for entering a strange,
disorienting world. This
linguistic  and  cultural
impact  is  a  testament
to  the  power  of  The
Original  Story  Of
Alice In Wonderland
to transcend its origins.

Why the
Original
Story Still
Matters
Today
In  an  age  of  digital
d i s t r a c t i o n s  a n d
increasingly  complex
media,  The  Original
Story  Of  Al ice  In
Wonderland  remains
a  touchstone  for  pure
imagination.  It  offers
readers  permission  to
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question  authority,  to
embrace  confusion,
and  to  find  joy  in  the
irrational.  The  story’s
refusal to talk down to
c h i l d r e n — u s i n g
sophisticated wordplay
a n d  c o m p l e x
scenarios—respects  its
audience in a way that
was  revolutionary  for
its  time.  Reading  the
original text today, one
c a n  s t i l l  f e e l  t h e
spontaneity  of  that
riverbank  afternoon,
the  laughter  of  the
Liddell sisters, and the
playful genius of Lewis
C a r r o l l .  I t  i s  t h i s
authenticity,  rooted  in
a  r e a l  m o m e n t  o f
shared  storytelling,
that continues to make
The  Original  Story
O f  A l i c e  I n
W o n d e r l a n d  a n
indispensable  part  of
our  literary  heritage.

CONCLUSION: A

TALE THAT NEVER
GROWS OLD

The  Original  Story
O f  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  is  far
more than a children's
book.  It  is  a  cultural
a r t i f a c t ,  a
mathematical puzzle, a
social  satire,  and  a
celebrat ion  of  the
boundless  curiosity  of
childhood.  From  its
humble  beginning  as
an impromptu tale for
three young girls to its
status  as  one  of  the
m o s t  q u o t e d  a n d
adapted  works  in  the
English  language,  the
journey  of  Alice  is  as
magical  as  the  story
itself.  Lewis  Carroll’s
creation  invites  each
generation to fall down
its own rabbit hole, to
question  the  rules  of
their  world,  and  to
r e m e m b e r  t h a t
sometimes  the  most
profound  truths  are
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hidden  in  the  most
wonderful  nonsense.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
revisiting  the  original
after  many  years  or
discovering  it  for  the

first  time,  the  story
remains  as  f resh ,
s u r p r i s i n g ,  a n d
delightfully peculiar as
it  was on that  golden
afternoon in 1862.


