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THE COMPLETE
GUIDE TO THE LIST
OF PEOPLE ON THE
TITANIC

The sinking of the RMS
Titanic on April 15,
1912, remains one of
the most profound
maritime tragedies in
history. Understanding
the human element of
this catastrophe begins
with examining the list
of people on the
Titanic. This manifest
of passengers and
crew represents over
2,200 individuals from
diverse backgrounds,
social classes, and
nationalities who

shared a fateful
journey across the
Atlantic. For historians,
genealogists, and
enthusiasts alike, the
passenger and crew
roster offers a window
into a vanished world
and a poignant
reminder of the lives
forever changed on
that cold April night.

When researchers and
families search for the
list of people on the
Titanic, they typically
encounter two distinct
categories: the
passengers who paid
for their passage, and
the crew members who
operated the ship.
Combined, this
comprehensive


https://template-dev.mobaptist.org/

inventory tells a story
of ambition, hope,
duty, and tragedy. In
this article, we will
explore the
composition of the
Titanic's human cargo,
the notable individuals
aboard, the stark class
distinctions evident in
the survival statistics,
and how modern
technology has made
these historical records
more accessible than
ever before.

UNDERSTANDING
THE PASSENGER
MANIFEST

The official list of
people on the Titanic
was meticulously
compiled by the White
Star Line before
departure, though
some last-minute
changes and
unregistered

passengers complicate
the exact count.
Historians generally

agree that
approximately 2,224
people were aboard
the Titanic when it
struck the iceberg, with
about 1,500 perishing
in the disaster. This
number includes
everyone from the
wealthiest industrialists
to steerage passengers
seeking a new life in
America.

First
Class
Passenge
rs

The first class section
of the Titanic's
passenger list reads
like a who's who of
early 20th century high
society. Among the
most famous names on
the list of people on
the Titanic in first class
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were John Jacob Astor
IV, one of the
wealthiest men in the
world at the time;
Benjamin Guggenheim,
the mining magnate;
and Isidor Straus, co-
owner of Macy's
department store, who
famously refused a
seat on a lifeboat to
remain with his wife
Ida. These individuals
booked passage at
prices ranging from
£30 to £870 for the
most luxurious suites,
which would be tens of
thousands of dollars in
today's currency.

Other notable first
class passengers
included Margaret

"Molly" Brown, who
later became famous
as the "Unsinkable
Molly Brown" for her
efforts to help other
survivors while in
Lifeboat No. 6; Sir
Cosmo Duff Gordon
and his wife Lucile, a

prominent fashion
designer; and Thomas
Andrews, the ship's
architect who was
aboard to observe the
maiden voyage. First
class passengers
represented about 325
individuals, and they
enjoyed the most
luxurious

accommodations ever

seen on a ship,
including a
gymnasium, squash

court, Turkish bath,
and multiple dining
venues.

Second
Class
Passenge
rs

The second class
section of the list of
people on the Titanic
included approximately



285 passengers, many
of whom were
professionals,

academics, and
middle-class families.
Notably, the second
class manifest included
a significant number of

religious figures,
including several
ministers and

missionaries traveling
to speak or serve in
the United States.
Among the most
famous second class
passengers was
Lawrence Beesley, a
science teacher who
survived the sinking
and later wrote one of
the most detailed
firsthand accounts of
the disaster titled "The
Loss of the SS Titanic."

Second class
passengers paid
between £12 and £13
for their tickets, which
provided

accommodations that
were considered

superior to first class
on most other ships of
the era. Their quarters
included comfortable
cabins, a library, a
smoking room, and a
dining saloon that
rivaled the first class
facilities on older
liners. Many second
class passengers were
traveling for business,
religious work, or to
join family members
already established in
America.

Third
Class
Passenge
rs

The largest group on
the list of people on
the Titanic was the
third class passengers,
also known as
steerage.
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Approximately 710
individuals traveled in
third class,
representing a wide
range of nationalities
and ethnicities. These
passengers were
primarily emigrants
from across Europe
seeking better
opportunities in the
United States and
Canada. The third class

manifest included
individuals from
Ireland, Sweden,

Finland, Russia, ltaly,
Greece, Syria, and
many other countries.

Third class passengers
paid between £3 and
£8 for their tickets,
which represented a
significant investment
for working-class
families. Many were
traveling with all their
worldly possessions
packed into trunks and
baskets, dreaming of
starting new lives.
Tragically, the survival

rate for third class
passengers was
dramatically lower than
for those in first and
second class. Of the
third class passengers
on the list of people on
the Titanic, only about
25 percent survived,
compared to roughly
60 percent of first class
passengers. This
disparity has been
attributed to both the
location of third class
quarters deep in the
ship and the difficulty
of navigating the maze
of corridors to reach
the lifeboat deck.

THE CREW OF THE
TITANIC

No list of people on the
Titanic would be
complete without
including the crew,
who numbered
approximately 885 to
900 individuals. The
crew members were
divided into several



departments, each
with specific
responsibilities for the
operation of the ship.
The deck department,
headed by Captain
Edward J. Smith,
included officers,
quartermasters,
lookouts, and seamen.
Captain Smith was a
commodore of the
White Star Line and
had planned to retire
after this voyage,
making the tragedy all
the more poignant.

The engine department
was the largest single
group in the crew
manifest, with
approximately 325
engineers, firemen,
coal trimmers, and
greasers working in the
bowels of the ship to
keep the massive
steam engines running.
These men worked in

harsh conditions,
shoveling coal into
furnaces in

temperatures that
often exceeded 100
degrees Fahrenheit.
When the ship began
to sink, many
engineers remained at
their posts, working to
maintain power and
pumps until the very
end. Not a single
engineer survived.

The victualing
department included
stewards, cooks,
bakers, waiters, and
other service staff who
catered to the needs of
passengers. This group
also included the ship's
band, led by Wallace
Hartley, which
famously continued
playing as the ship
sank to help maintain
calm. All eight band
members perished.
The list of people on
the Titanic also
includes the ship's
surgeon, Dr. William
O'Loughlin, and
pursers who handled
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administrative duties.

NOTABLE
INDIVIDUALS AND
THEIR STORIES

The passenger
manifest of the Titanic
contains countless
personal stories that
have captivated the
world for over a
century. Among the
most compelling
narratives on the list of
people on the Titanic is
that of the youngest
passenger, Millvina
Dean, who was just two
months old when she
boarded with her
parents. She lived until
2009, the last surviving
passenger of the
disaster. Her father
was one of the many
third class passengers
who did not survive.

The most famous love
story associated with
the Titanic is that of
Ida and Isidor Straus.

Witnesses reported
seeing the elderly
couple on the deck,
with Isidor refusing to
board a lifeboat while
younger women and
children remained on
the ship. Ida refused to
leave her husband,
reportedly saying,
"Where you go, | go."
They were last seen
sitting together on a
deck chair as water
washed over the ship.
Their enduring
devotion became one
of the most enduring
symbols of the
tragedy.

The list of people on
the Titanic also
includes less
celebrated but equally
remarkable individuals.
Lookout Frederick
Fleet, who spotted the
iceberg and rang the
warning bell, survived
the disaster and later
testified at the
inquiries. Charles



Lightoller, the second
officer, was the most
senior officer to survive
and provided crucial
testimony about the
ship's final hours. He
also commanded a
small boat that rescued
several people from
the water after the
sinking.

HOW THE LIST
WAS COMPILED
AND SURVIVED

Creating an accurate
list of people on the
Titanic was a
monumental task for
historians. The White
Star Line maintained
passenger manifests,
but these documents

were not always
complete or accurate.
Some passengers

booked tickets but
failed to board at the

last minute, while
others were not
officially registered.

The crew manifest was

similarly complicated,
as some crew
members were signed
on just before
departure, and records
were not always
centralized.

After the disaster, the
American and British
inquiries collected
testimony from
survivors and gathered
whatever

documentation could
be salvaged.
Newspapers around
the world published
lists of the dead and
missing, often based
on information from
survivors and the
White Star Line. These
lists were not always
consistent, and it took
years of research to
establish a reasonably
accurate count.
Modern historians have
used multiple sources,
including original ticket
records, family
correspondence, and
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survivor accounts, to
refine the list of people
on the Titanic to a
degree that was
impossible in 1912.

DEMOGRAPHICS
AND STATISTICS

When examining the
list of people on the
Titanic statistically,
several patterns
emerge that reveal
much about early 20th
century society. The
passenger manifest
included people from
at least 30 different
countries, making it
one of the most
international voyages
ever undertaken. The
largest groups of
passengers from
outside the United
Kingdom and Ireland
were from the United
States, Sweden,
Finland, and Russia.
There were also
passengers from Japan,
China, Australia, New

Zealand, South Africa,
and several Middle
Eastern countries.

Gender distribution on
the Titanic was heavily
skewed toward men,
particularly in the
crew, which was
overwhelmingly male.
Among passengers,
there were more men
than women, partly
because many women
traveled with their
husbands or families.
The survival statistics,
as recorded on the list
of people on the
Titanic, tell a stark
story of class and
gender privilege.
Approximately 75
percent of women and
50 percent of children
survived, compared to
only 19 percent of
men. However, these
survival rates varied
dramatically by class,
with virtually all first
class women surviving
while only a fraction of



third class children
made it to the
lifeboats.

MODERN
RESOURCES FOR
RESEARCHING THE
PASSENGER LIST

Today, anyone wishing
to examine the list of
people on the Titanic
has unprecedented
access through digital
resources. The
Encyclopedia Titanica
website maintains one
of the most
comprehensive and
searchable databases
of passengers and
crew, with biographies,
photographs, and
source documents for
most individuals.
Ancestry.com and
other genealogical
databases have
digitized the original
passenger manifests,
allowing family
historians to search for
relatives who may

10

have been aboard.

The United States
Senate report on the
disaster includes a
complete list of
passengers and crew,
divided by class and
including notations of
who survived or
perished. This
document, available
online through the
National Archives,
remains one of the
most authoritative
sources for the list of
people on the Titanic.
Additionally, the British
Board of Trade inquiry
produced extensive
records that include
testimony identifying
individuals and their
experiences.

Museums and historical
societies in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, which
became the center for
recovery operations,
maintain records and
memorials related to
the Titanic. The
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Maritime Museum of
the Atlantic in Halifax
holds the world's
largest collection of
Titanic artifacts and
has extensive
documentation of
victims recovered from
the sea.

THE HUMAN
LEGACY

Beyond the statistics
and names, the list of
people on the Titanic
represents individual
lives, dreams, and
tragedies. Each entry
on the manifest tells a
story of someone who
either achieved a
measure of fame
through their survival
or who became one of
the many whose

names are only
recalled by
descendants and

dedicated historians.
The passenger list
includes the very
wealthy and the
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desperately poor, the
young and the old, the
celebrated and the
unknown.

For families who lost
relatives on the Titanic,
the disaster has
become part of their
personal heritage.
Many descendants
have written books,
created genealogical
records, and
participated in
memorial services that
continue to this day.
The last surviving
passenger, Millvina
Dean, lived to age 97
and spent her later
years as a reluctant
celebrity, attending
Titanic conventions
and sharing her
family's story.

Contemporary

researchers continue
to add to our
knowledge of the list of
people on the Titanic.
DNA analysis has
helped identify some



victims whose bodies
were recovered but not
identified.
Photographic analysis
has identified new
details about who was
where on the ship and
how passengers
behaved during the
sinking. Social media
and online forums
allow descendants to
connect and share
information, keeping
the memory of those
aboard alive for new
generations.

CONCLUSION

The list of people on
the Titanic is far more
than a historical
archive. It is a
testament to human
ambition, social
division, courage, and
tragedy. The 2,224
names on the manifest
represent a cross-
section of the early
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20th century world,
from industrial barons
to landless peasants,
all sharing the same
fateful voyage. The
class dynamics
reflected in the
survival rates continue
to provoke discussion
about social inequality,
while the individual
stories of heroism and
sacrifice have become
part of our cultural
heritage. As we
continue to study and
remember those
aboard the Titanic
through their names
and experiences, we
honor their lives and
draw lessons that
remain relevant more
than a century later.
Whether you are a
historian, a
genealogist, or simply
someone moved by
this timeless story, the
passenger
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