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DISCOVER THE
HUSQVARNA
VIKING OSCAR
SEWING MACHINE:
A MODERN
CLASSIC FOR
CREATIVE SEWISTS

In the world of sewing
machines,  few  names
carry  the  legacy  and
i n n o v a t i o n  o f
Husqvarna  Viking.
Known  for  blending
Scandinavian precision
w i t h  a d v a n c e d
technology,  the  brand
has  a  long  history  of
empowering  sewists

f rom  beginners  to
s e a s o n e d
professionals.  Among
its  standout  offerings,
t h e  H u s q v a r n a
Viking Oscar Sewing
Machine has garnered
attention for its unique
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
vintage-inspired design
a n d  m o d e r n
functionality. But what
exactly  makes  this
machine  special?  Is  it
the  right  choice  for
your  sewing  room?  In
this  comprehensive
guide,  we’ll  explore
every  facet  of  the
Husqvarna  V ik ing
Oscar,  from  its  key
f e a t u r e s  a n d
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performance  to  who
will  benefit  most  from
owning  one.  Whether
you’re  considering
upgrading your current
machine  or  stepping
i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f
computerised  sewing
for  the  first  time,  this
article  will  provide  all
the insights you need.

A Brief
Heritage:
Why
Husqvarn
a Viking
Matters
Before  diving  into  the
Oscar  specifically,  it’s
worth  understanding
the  pedigree  behind
the  name.  Husqvarna
V i k i n g  h a s  b e e n

manufacturing  sewing
machines  since  1872,
originally  based  in
Sweden. The company
is  renowned  for  its
commitment to quality,
durability,  and  user-
centric  innovation.
Over the decades, they
h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d
numerous industry-first
features,  such  as  the
first  electronic  sewing
machine  in  the  1970s
and  the  first  with  a
computerised  stitch
s y s t e m .  T h e
Husqvarna  Viking
O s c a r  S e w i n g
Machine  continues
this tradition, offering a
seamless  b lend  of
r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d
c r e a t i v i t y .  I t  i s
designed  not  just  to
sew,  but  to  inspire—a
m a c h i n e  t h a t
encourages  you  to
e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
techniques and fabrics.
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KEY FEATURES OF
THE HUSQVARNA
VIKING OSCAR

SEWING MACHINE

The  Oscar  is  part  of
Husqvarna  Viking’s
"Analog"  or  "Inspired"
series,  which  focuses
on  a  user  experience
that  feels  tactile  and
intuitive.  Unlike  some
fully digital models that
can  overwhelm  you
w i t h  m e n u s  a n d
submenus,  the  Oscar
takes  a  more  direct
approach.  Let’s  break
down  i ts  standout
characteristics.

Mechanic
al
Simplicity
Meets

Computer
ised
Precision
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
appealing  aspects  of
t h e  H u s q v a r n a
Viking Oscar Sewing
Machine  is  its  hybrid
nature. It is primarily a
mechanical  sewing
machine, meaning you
adjust  stitch  length,
width,  and  patterns
using  physical  dials
and  knobs .  Yet ,  i t
i n c o r p o r a t e s  a
computerised  motor
that ensures consistent
st i tch  qual i ty  and
p o w e r f u l  f a b r i c
f e e d i n g .  T h i s
combination gives you
the  satisfaction  of
hands -on  cont ro l
without  sacrificing  the
reliability  of  modern
technology.  The result
is  a  smooth,  quiet
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operation  that  many
sewists  find
meditative.

Easy-to-
Use
Stitch
Selection
W i t h  t h e  O s c a r ,
selecting  stitches  is
r e f r e s h i n g l y
straightforward. A turn
of  the  dial  lets  you
choose from a range of
utility  and  decorative
stitches—including  a
four-step  buttonhole,
stretch  stitches,  and
several  decorative
patterns.  The  stitch
chart  on  the  f ront
panel  clearly  shows
each option, so there’s
no  need  to  memorise
codes  or  navigate  a
screen. This makes the
Husqvarna  Viking

O s c a r  S e w i n g
Machine  an  excellent
choice  for  those  who
prefer a no-fuss, tactile
experience.  At  the
s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e
machine  offers  enough
stitch variety to handle
daily sewing tasks and
creative projects alike.

Robust
Build and
Quiet
Motor
Husqvarna  V ik ing
machines  are  built  to
last,  and the Oscar  is
no exception. Its sturdy
metal  frame  provides
s t a b i l i t y  a t  h i g h
speeds ,  reduc ing
vibration  and  noise.
T h e  m o t o r  i s
remarkably  quiet ,
allowing  you  to  sew
late  into  the  night
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without  disturbing
others.  The feed dogs
are adjustable, which is
essential  for  free-
motion  qui l t ing  or
darning.  Additionally,
the machine includes a
drop-in  bobbin system
with  a  clear  cover,
mak ing  i t  easy  to
monitor thread supply.
The  bobbin  winder  is
separate  and engages
with a simple push of a
lever—a  smal l  but
thoughtful  detail  that
s t r e a m l i n e s  t h e
workflow.

Presser
Foot and
Needle
System
T h e  H u s q v a r n a
Viking Oscar Sewing
M a c h i n e  u s e s  a
standard  low-shank

snap-on  presser  foot
system,  meaning  you
can  use  most  generic
feet  available  on  the
market. It comes with a
set of essential feet: an
all-purpose foot, zipper
foot,  buttonhole  foot,
button  sewing  foot,
and a blind hem foot.
Changing  the  foot  is
quick,  thanks  to  the
snap-on  design.  The
need le  sy s tem  i s
standard  household
( 1 3 0 / 7 0 5 H ) ,  s o
replacement  needles
are  widely  available.
This  compatibi l i ty
makes  the  Oscar  a
practical  choice  for
sewists  who  already
own a collection of feet
or  who  enjoy  using
spec ia l ty  feet  fo r
piping,  quilting,  or
gathering.

PERFORMANCE
AND SEWING
EXPERIENCE

H o w  d o e s  t h e
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Husqvarna  Viking
O s c a r  S e w i n g
Machine  actual ly
perform  on  different
fabrics  and  projects?
We  put  it  through  its
paces and found some
notable strengths.

Handling
a Variety
of Fabrics
From  lightweight  silks
a n d  c o t t o n s  t o
medium-weight  denim
and  even  mult ip le
layers of quilting fabric,
the  Oscar  handles
most  materials  with
ease.  The  adjustable
presser  foot  pressure
l e t s  you  adap t  t o
different  thicknesses,
and the powerful  feed
system prevents fabric
slippage.  One  area
where  the  machine
truly shines is in stitch

consistency.  Even  at
h i g h  s p e e d s ,  t h e
stitches  remain  even
and  well-formed.  For
t h o s e  w h o  w o r k
frequently  with  knits,
the  s t retch  s t i tch
options are reliable and
prevent popped seams.
The  needle  up/down
function  (manual,  not
automat ic  on  th is
model)  is  simple  to
operate via a touch of
the hand wheel  or  an
optional  foot  pedal
feature.

Buttonhol
e and
Decorativ
e Stitches
T h e  f o u r - s t e p
buttonhole  process  is
straightforward  and
produces  neat  results.
You  sew  each  s ide
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separately, which gives
you  control  over  the
size  and  positioning.
While  it  is  not  a  one-
s t e p  a u t o m a t i c
buttonhole ,  many
sewists prefer the four-
step  method  for  its
p r e c i s i o n .  T h e
decorative  stitches
i n c l u d e d  a r e
c h a r m i n g — t h i n k
s c a l l o p s ,  z i g z a g
variations,  and  simple
floral  motifs.  They  are
not  as  extensive  as
those  on  top - t i e r
computerised  models,
b u t  t h e y  a d d
personality  to  hems,
e d g e s ,  a n d
embellishments.  The
Husqvarna  Viking
O s c a r  S e w i n g
Machine  is  clearly
aimed  at  the  sewist
who  values  function
over  a  huge  st i tch
library.

Free-
Motion
Quilting
and
Darning
With  the  abi l i ty  to
lower  the  feed  dogs
and  attach  a  darning
f o o t ,  t h e  O s c a r
becomes  a  capable
free-motion  quilting
m a c h i n e .  T h e
machine’s  smooth
speed control  and low
v ib ra t ion  make  i t
easier to guide fabric in
complex  patterns.
While  it  lacks  a  knee
lift or automatic thread
cutter,  the  manual
control lets you build a
closer  connection with
y o u r  w o r k .  F o r
beginners  wanting  to
try  free-motion,  the
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Oscar is a forgiving and
affordable  starting
point.

WHO IS THE
HUSQVARNA
VIKING OSCAR
SEWING MACHINE
FOR?

Understanding  the
intended  user  helps
de te rm ine  i f  t h i s
machine  fits  your
n e e d s .  T h e
Husqvarna  Viking
O s c a r  S e w i n g
M a c h i n e  s u i t s  a
specific  but  passionate
audience.

Ideal for
Beginner
s and
Intermedi

ates
I f  y o u  a r e  n e w  t o
sewing  or  returning
after a long break, the
Oscar’s straightforward
operation  is  a  huge
plus. You don’t need to
l e a r n  c o m p l e x
computer  menus;  you
just turn dials and sew.
The  manual  is  clear,
and  the  machine  is
forgiv ing  of  minor
mistakes.  Intermediate
sewists will  appreciate
t h e  d u r a b l e
construction  and  the
ability to tackle a wider
range of projects, from
garments  and  home
decor to simple quilts.
The  Oscar  can  grow
with you as you build
skills.

Great for
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Those
Who
Value
Simplicity
and

Reliability
Some sewists prefer a
machine  that  “just
works”  without  fuss.
T h e  H u s q v a r n a
Viking Oscar Sewing
Machine  de l ivers
exactly  that.  It  is  not
feature-packed  to  the
point  of  distraction.
Instead,  it  focuses  on
d o i n g  t h e  b a s i c s
exceptionally  well.  If
you  have  ever  fe l t
f r u s t r a t e d  b y  a
touchscreen  that  lags
or  a  menu  structure
that’s hard to navigate,
the  Oscar  offers  a

welcome retreat. It’s a
m a c h i n e  t h a t
encourages  you  to
focus  on  fabric  and
technique  rather  than
technology.

Not Ideal
for Heavy
Industrial
Use or
Complex
Embroide
ry
While  the  Oscar  is
robust for home use, it
is  not  designed  for
high-volume  industrial
sewing  or  extensive
machine embroidery. It
h a s  n o  b u i l t - i n
e m b r o i d e r y
capabilities,  no  large
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colour  touchscreen,
and  no  automated
thread trimming. If you
produce  thousands  of
garments  a  week  or
c r e a t e  d i g i t i s e d
embroidery  designs,
you  would  be  better
se rved  by  a  more
a d v a n c e d
computerised  model
l ike  the  Husqvarna
Viking Designer series.
The  Oscar  is  a  home
s e w i n g  m a c h i n e
through and through.

COMPARING THE
OSCAR WITH
OTHER
HUSQVARNA
VIKING MODELS

To  give  you  a  fuller
perspective,  let’s  see
how  the  Husqvarna
Viking Oscar Sewing
Machine  stacks  up
against  a  couple  of
other  popular  models
in the brand’s lineup.

Husqvarn
a Viking
Oscar vs.
Husqvarn
a Viking
Jade 20
The Jade 20 is another
mechanical  machine
from Husqvarna Viking,
often  considered  a
sister  model  to  the
Oscar.  The  Jade  20
offers  a  few  more
decorative stitches and
a  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r
workspace,  but  both
share the same hybrid
m e c h a n i c a l -
computerised  motor
system.  The  Oscar
typically  has  a  more
classic,  retro aesthetic
with  chrome  accents,
while the Jade 20 has a
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softer, modern look. In
terms of features, they
are  very  similar;  the
choice  often  comes
down  to  pe rsona l
preference  for  design
and  hand  feel.  The
Oscar  also  tends  to
have a slightly quieter
motor.

Husqvarn
a Viking
Oscar vs.
Husqvarn
a Viking
Emerald
118
The Emerald  118 is  a
classic  mechanical
machine  with  a  metal
interior  and  a  simple
stitch selection. It lacks

the  computer ised
motor  found  in  the
Oscar,  meaning it  has
a  bit  more  vibration
and  less  consistent
s p e e d  c o n t r o l .
However,  the  Emerald
series is known for its
ruggedness and ability
t o  s e w  t h r o u g h
mult ip le  layers  of
denim. If you primarily
sew heavy fabrics and
d o n ’ t  r e q u i r e
decorative stitches, the
Emerald 118 might be
more  cost-effective.
For  everyday  sewing
w i t h  a  s m o o t h e r
experience,  the  Oscar
is the better choice.

TIPS FOR GETTING
THE MOST OUT OF
YOUR HUSQVARNA
VIKING OSCAR

Once  you  own  the
Husqvarna  Viking
O s c a r  S e w i n g
Machine,  a  few  care
and  usage  tips  can
extend  its  l i fe  and
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improve  your  sewing
results.

Use high-
quality thread:
Cheap thread
can cause
tension problems
and lint buildup.
Stick to brands
like Gütermann
or Mettler for
best results.
Change
needles
regularly: A dull
needle can snag
fabrics or skip
stitches. Replace
after every
project or 8
hours of sewing.
Clean the
bobbin area
after every
project: Remove
the needle plate
and brush out
lint. The Oscar’s
drop-in bobbin
makes this very
easy.
Oil the machine

as per manual:
The Oscar
requires
occasional
lubrication at
specified points.
Use only sewing
machine oil to
avoid damaging
internal parts.
Experiment
with different
presser feet:
Even though
basic feet are
included,
investing in a
walking foot or
an open-toe
embroidery foot
expands your
possibilities for
quilting and
decorative
stitching.
Practice on
scrap fabric:
Before starting
an important
project, sew a
test seam to
check tension
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and stitch
quality. The
Oscar’s
consistency
makes this a
quick check.

MAINTENANCE
AND
TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON ISSUES

E v e n  t h e  b e s t
machines  can  have
minor  hiccups.  Here
are  some  common
i s sues  you  m igh t
encounter  with  the
Husqvarna  Viking
O s c a r  S e w i n g
Machine  and  how  to
resolve them.

Thread
Tension
Problems
If your stitches are too
loose or too tight, the
first step is to re-thread

the  machine  with  the
presser  foot  raised.
T h i s  e n s u r e s  t h e
thread sits correctly in
the tension discs. Also
check that the bobbin
is  wound  evenly  and
inserted in the correct
direction.  Lower  the
presser  foot  af ter
threading,  then  test
again.  The  Oscar’s
tens ion  system  is
generally  reliable,  but
adjustments  may  be
needed  for  very  thick
or thin fabrics.

Machine
Skipping
Stitches
Skipped  stitches  are
often caused by a bent
or dull needle. Replace
the needle with a new
one,  ensur ing  i t  is
inserted  fully  into  the
needle  clamp.  Also



14

14 Husqvarna Viking Oscar Sewing
Machine

2026-05-02

check  that  you  are
us ing  the  cor rec t
needle  type  for  your
fabric  (e.g.,  ballpoint
f o r  k n i t s ) .  I f  t h e
problem persists, clean
the  bobbin  area  and
look  for  lint  buildup
around  the  hook  race.

Machine
Jamming
or Making
Noise

A sudden jam can be
alarming.  Turn  off  the
machine,  remove  the
fabric  carefully,  and
check  for  tang led
thread  around  the
bobbin case. Clear any
snarls.  If  the  machine
runs  noisily,  it  may
need  oiling.  Refer  to
the  manual  for  oiling
p o i n t s .  I f  n o i s e
continues,  consult  a
certified  Husqvarna
Viking  technician.  The
Oscar’s  metal  frame
usually  keeps  it  fairly
quiet, so


