
Fun Facts About Martin Luther King Jr For
Kids 1

Fun Facts About
Martin Luther King Jr
For Kids

Fun Facts
About Martin
Luther King
Jr For Kids

Downloaded from
template-dev.mobaptist.org

by Shelton & Cassidy

DISCOVER
AMAZING FUN
FACTS ABOUT
MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR FOR KIDS

When  we  think  about
heroes  who  changed
the  world,  Dr.  Martin
Luther King Jr. is one of
the  first  names  that
comes to mind. He was
a leader who believed
in peace, kindness, and
treat ing  everyone
equally.  But  did  you
know that  as  a  child,
h e  l o v e d  p l a y i n g
baseball ,  got  good

grades, and even had a
f u n  n i c k n a m e ?
Learning  fun  facts
about Martin Luther
King Jr for kids  is  a
wonder fu l  way  to
understand  why  he  is
so  important.  This
article will take you on
a  journey  through  his
early  life,  his  dreams,
and the amazing things
he  did  to  make  the
world  a  better  place.
Get  ready  to  discover
some  surprising  and
inspiring  details  about
this incredible man!
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Who Was
Martin
Luther
King Jr.?
A Quick
Introducti

on
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.
was  born  on  January
15,  1929,  in  Atlanta,
Georgia. He grew up in
a time when people of
different  skin  colors
were  often  treated
unfa i r ly .  Th is  was
called  segregation.
Black  chi ldren  and
white  children  could
not  go  to  the  same
schools, drink from the
same water  fountains,
or even sit together on

buses.  Young  Martin
thought  this  was  very
wrong.  As  he  grew
older,  he  decided  to
use  peaceful  words
and actions to change
things.  He  became  a
minister  and  a  leader
o f  the  c iv i l  r ights
movement.  He is  best
known for his famous “I
H a v e  a  D r e a m ”
speech, which he gave
in Washington, D.C., in
1963. Today, we honor
him  with  a  national
holiday  every  January.
Let’s  dive  into  some
fun  fac ts  about
Martin Luther King Jr
for  k ids  tha t  you
might  not  have heard
before.

Early Life:
Surprisin
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g Facts
About
Young

Martin
1. HIS ORIGINAL
NAME WAS NOT
MARTIN

Yes,  you  read  that
right!  When  Martin
Luther  King  Jr.  was
born, his father named
him Michael King Jr.
His  father  was  also
named  Michael  King.
But  in  1934,  when
Martin  was  five  years
old, his father traveled
t o  G e r m a n y  a n d
learned  about  the
g r e a t  P r o t e s t a n t
reformer Martin Luther.
He was so inspired that
he changed both their
names to Martin Luther
King.  So  little  Michael

became  Martin  Luther
King  Jr.  Isn’t  that  a
fascinating  fun  fact
about Martin Luther
King Jr for kids?

2. HE WAS A
SMART AND
TALENTED STUDENT

Martin  loved  learning.
He  skipped  both  the
n in th  and  twe l f th
grades  and  entered
college  at  the  age  of
15. He graduated from
Morehouse  College
w i t h  a  d e g r e e  i n
sociology when he was
jus t  19 .  La te r ,  he
earned a  doctorate  in
theology  from  Boston
University.  That’s  why
we often  call  him Dr.
King.  His  incredible
intelligence helped him
w r i t e  p o w e r f u l
speeches  and  lead
mi l l ions  of  people
toward  equality.  For
kids  who  love  school,
this  fun  fact  about
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Martin Luther King Jr
shows  that  education
can change the world.

3. HE PLAYED
BASEBALL AND
LIKED TO WRESTLE

Even  though  Dr.  King
was  ser ious  about
fairness and justice, he
was also a regular kid
who enjoyed sports. He
loved playing baseball
and even wrestled with
his  brother,  A.D.,  just
for  fun.  As  a  boy,  he
sometimes  got  into
trouble for fighting, but
his parents taught him
that  fighting  was  not
the best way to solve
problems.  Later,  he
used  his  energy  to
fight  for  justice  in  a
peaceful way. This is a
great fun fact about
Martin Luther King Jr
for  kids  because  it
shows  that  famous
leaders were once kids
who liked to have fun

too.

His Role
in the
Civil
Rights
Movemen
t
4. HE LED THE
MONTGOMERY BUS
BOYCOTT WHEN HE
WAS ONLY 26
In  1955,  Rosa  Parks
refused to give up her
bus  seat  to  a  white
person in Montgomery,
Alabama. Dr. King, who
was just 26 years old,
helped  organize  a
boycott  of  the  city’s
buses.  That  meant
people refused to ride
the  buses  unti l  the
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rules  were  changed.
The boycott lasted 381
days. People walked to
work or carpooled with
friends.  Finally,  the
Supreme  Court  said
that  segregation  on
buses was illegal. This
peace fu l  p ro tes t
showed  the  power  of
standing together. This
incredible  fun  fact
about Martin Luther
K i n g  J r  f o r  k i d s
proves  tha t  even
young  peop le  can
m a k e  a  h u g e
difference.

5. HE WAS
ARRESTED 29
TIMES

Dr .  K ing  be l ieved
strongly  in  nonviolent
resistance.  He  wanted
to  protest  unfair  laws
without using violence.
But  because he broke
laws that were unjust,
he was arrested many
times – 29 times to be

exact.  Each  time  he
went  to  jail,  he wrote
letters  and  speeches
that  inspired  others.
O n e  o f  h i s  m o s t
famous  wr i t i ngs ,
“ L e t t e r  f r o m
Birmingham  Jail,”  was
written on the margins
o f  a  n e w s p a p e r
because that was all he
had.  This  fun  fact
about Martin Luther
K i n g  J r  f o r  k i d s
teaches us to stand up
for what is right, even
when it is hard.

6. THE “I HAVE A
DREAM” SPEECH
WAS ALMOST VERY
SHORT

On  August  28,  1963,
Dr.  King stood on the
steps  of  the  Lincoln
Memorial  in  front  of
more  than  250,000
p e o p l e .  H e  h a d
prepared a speech, but
as  he  spoke,  gospel
singer Mahalia Jackson
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shouted,  “Tell  them
about  the  d ream,
Martin!” So he put his
notes aside and began
to  speak  f rom  h i s
heart.  The  part  we
remember  today  –  “I
have a dream that my
four  little  children will
one day live in a nation
where they will not be
judged by the color of
their  skin  but  by  the
c o n t e n t  o f  t h e i r
c h a r a c t e r ”  –  w a s
spoken  w i thou t  a
s c r i p t .  T h a t  i s  a
wonderful  fun  fact
about Martin Luther
K i n g  J r  f o r  k i d s
showing  the  power  of
s p o n t a n e i t y  a n d
passion.

Personal
Life and

Family
7. HE MARRIED
CORETTA SCOTT, A
TALENTED SINGER
AND ACTIVIST

Dr.  King  met  Coretta
Scott  when  he  was
studying in Boston. She
was a gifted singer and
a  strong  advocate  for
peace  and  equality.
They  married  in  1953
and had four children:
Yolanda, Martin Luther
King  III,  Dexter,  and
Bernice.  Coretta  Scott
King worked alongside
h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d
continued  his  work
after  his  death.  This
f u n  f a c t  a b o u t
Martin Luther King Jr
for  kids  reminds  us
that  behind  every
great leader is often a
supportive and equally
brave family.
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8. HIS FAVORITE
FOOD WAS PECAN

PIE

Everyone  has  favorite
foods, and Dr. King was
no exception. He loved
Southern  cooking,
especially  pecan  pie,
fr ied  chicken,  and
collard  greens.  When
he  traveled,  he  often
missed  home-cooked
meals.  Learning  what
famous people liked to
eat  makes  them  feel
m o r e  r e a l  a n d
relatable.  So  here’s  a
tasty  fun fact  about
Martin Luther King Jr
for  kids :  He  loved
sweets and good home
cooking just like many
of us!

9. HE WAS A FAN
OF THE TV SHOW
“STAR TREK”
Believe  it  or  not,  Dr.
King enjoyed watching
“ S t a r  T r e k , ”  t h e

science  fiction  show
from  the  1960s.  He
admired  it  because  it
showed a future where
people  of  different
r a c e s  a n d  e v e n
different  planets
w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r
peacefully.  In  fact,  he
persona l l y  asked
a c t r e s s  N i c h e l l e
Nichols,  who  played
Lieutenant  Uhura,  to
s t a y  o n  t h e  s h o w
because  her  role  was
s o  i m p o r t a n t  f o r
representation.  This
f u n  f a c t  a b o u t
Martin Luther King Jr
for  kids  shows  that
even  a  c iv i l  r ights
leader  could  be a  sci-fi
fan.

His
Legacy
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and
Lasting

Impact
10. HE WON THE
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
AT AGE 35
In  1964,  Dr.  Martin
Luther King Jr. became
the  youngest  person
ever to win the Nobel
Peace  Prize.  He  was
only  35 years  old.  He
donated  the  pr ize
money,  over  $54,000,
to  the  c iv i l  r ights
movement.  This  fun
fact  about  Martin
Luther  King  Jr  for
k ids  p r o v e s  t h a t
peaceful  leadership
can  be  recognized
worldwide.

11. HIS BIRTHDAY
IS A NATIONAL

HOLIDAY

Since  1986,  the  third
Monday of January has
been  Martin  Luther
King  Jr .  Day.  It  is  a
federal  holiday  in  the
United  States,  which
means schools,  banks,
and  many  businesses
are  closed.  It  is  the
only  national  holiday
that  honors  a  person
w h o  w a s  n o t  a
president. On this day,
many people volunteer
in their communities to
help  others.  This  fun
fact  about  Martin
Luther  King  Jr  for
kids shows how much
we value his message
of service and unity.

12. THERE ARE
OVER 1,000
STREETS NAMED
AFTER HIM

Dr. King’s name can be
found  on  s t reets ,
s c h o o l s ,  a n d
monuments  all  over
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the world. In the United
States  alone,  more
than 1,000 streets are
named  a f te r  h im.
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a
m e m o r i a l  i n
Washington, D.C., with
a 30-foot statue of him
carved out  of  granite.
This  fun  fact  about
Martin Luther King Jr
for  kids  highlights
h o w  h i s  d r e a m
continues  to  inspire
c o m m u n i t i e s
everywhere.

Lessons
We Can
Learn
from Dr.
King
Dr.  King’s  life  teaches
us  many  important
va lues :  cou rage ,
kindness,  peace,  and

persistence.  He  once
sa id ,  “The  t ime  is
always right to do what
is  r ight .”  For  k ids
today,  that  means
standing up for friends,
sharing,  and  treating
everyone with respect.
The  fun facts  about
Martin Luther King Jr
f o r  k i d s  w e ’ v e
explored  show  that
even a young boy from
Atlanta could grow up
to change history – not
by  fighting,  but  by
loving and leading with
a dream.

13. HE LOVED
LEARNING NEW
WORDS

As a child, Martin was
fasc inated  by  b ig
words. He used to look
u p  w o r d s  i n  t h e
dictionary and practice
u s i n g  t h e m  i n
sentences. This helped
him become a powerful
speaker. He could use
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s i m p l e  w o r d s  t o
explain  big  ideas,  like
justice and freedom. So
here’s  a  final  fun  fact
about Martin Luther
King  J r  for  k ids :
reading  and  learning
new  words  can  make
y o u  a  b e t t e r
communicator, just like
Dr. King.

Conclusio
n
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.
was  far  more  than  a
famous leader – he was
a  person  with  a  fun
childhood,  favorite
foods, a love for sports,
and  a  t remendous
dream. The fun facts

about Martin Luther
K i n g  J r  f o r  k i d s
shared  in  this  article
h e l p  u s  s e e  t h a t
anyone,  no  matter
where  they  start,  can
m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e
difference.  By
remember ing  h i s
peaceful  fight  for
fairness  and  equality,
we  can  all  carry  his
dream  forward.  Next
t ime  you  hear  h i s
famous speech or see
h i s  b i r t h d a y
celebrated,  you  will
know  a  l i t t le  more
about  the  amazing
person  behind  the
name.  Keep  learning,
keep  dreaming,  and
remember: you too can
change the world with
kindness and courage.


