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HOW DO YOU SPELL BUSINESSES: A COMPLETE GUIDE
TO CORRECT SPELLING AND USAGE

Have  you  ever  paused  mid-sentence,  fingers  hovering  over  the
keyboard, wondering, “How do you spell businesses?” You are
not alone. This seemingly simple question trips up many writers,
from students drafting essays to professionals composing emails.
The confusion often stems from the word’s length, its double “s,”
and the tricky pluralization rules of English. In this article, we will
clarify  the  correct  spelling  of  “businesses,”  explore  common
misspellings, explain when to use it, and provide practical tips to
ensure you never doubt this word again. Whether you are writing
a  business  report,  a  blog  post,  or  a  social  media  update,
mastering “businesses” will boost your credibility and polish your
communication.

What Is the Correct Spelling

of “Businesses”?
The correct spelling is businesses – B-U-S-I-N-E-S-S-E-S. It is the
plural  form  of  the  singular  noun  “business.”  The  base  word
“business” ends with the letters “-ness,” but the plural adds “-es”
because it ends in an “s” sound (specifically, the final consonant
is “s”). In English, most nouns ending in “s,” “ss,” “sh,” “ch,” “x,”
or “z” form their  plurals by adding “-es.” For example: “bus”
becomes  “buses,”  “kiss”  becomes  “kisses,”  and  “business”
becomes “businesses.”
It is important to note that “business” itself contains the suffix “-
ness,”  which  forms  abstract  nouns  (like  “happiness”  or
“sadness”).  The root  is  “busy,”  but  the spelling has  evolved.
When pluralizing, you do not drop any letters; you simply add “-
es.”  So  the  word  grows  from  nine  letters  (business)  to  ten
(businesses).

Why Is the Spelling of
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“Businesses” So Confusing?
Several factors contribute to the confusion around “how do you
spell businesses”:

Similar-sounding words: “Business” is often misheard or
misspelled as “buisness” (a common error where the “i”
and “s” are swapped). The plural then becomes even more
tangled.
Unusual plural pattern: Many nouns simply add an “s”
(e.g., “cat” to “cats”). Adding “-es” feels less intuitive,
especially for words already ending in “s.”
Double letters: The sequence “s-s-e-s” can appear
awkward. Writers may omit one “s” or add an extra one,
leading to forms like “businessess” or “businesss.”
Possessive confusion: The possessive singular
“business’s” (the business’s policy) and possessive plural
“businesses’” (the businesses’ policies) look similar, further
muddling the waters.

Understanding  these  pitfalls  is  the  first  step  toward  confident
spelling.

Common Misspellings and

How to Avoid Them
Search engines and spell-checkers see thousands of variations of
“businesses.” Let’s look at the most frequent errors and why they
happen:

Buisnesses – This swaps the “i” and “u.” The root “busy”1.
is spelled B-U-S-Y, but the noun “business” retains that
order. People often misplace the “i” because they think of
the word “busy-ness.” Remember: it’s “business,” not
“buisness.”
Businessess – Adding an extra “-ess” at the end. The2.
plural suffix is “-es,” not “-ess.” Think of “business” + “es”
= “businesses.”
Bussinesses – Doubling the “s” in the middle. The3.
standard spelling has only one “s” after the “u.”
Businesss – Missing the “e” before the final “s.” This often4.
results from hastily typing the plural without the “-es”
ending.
Busineses – Omitting one “s” in the singular root. The5.
word “business” has two “s” letters: one after the “i” and
one at the end. Dropping either changes the word entirely.

To avoid these errors, try these simple checks:

Say the word aloud: “biz-ness-es.” The three syllables help
you remember the three “s” sounds (actually two “s”
sounds in the root plus the plural “-es”).
Write the singular “business” first, then add “-es” without
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changing anything else.
Use a mnemonic: “A busy ness has many businesses.” Not
perfect grammar, but memorable.

When Should You Use
“Businesses” Instead of
“Business”?
Understanding  the  difference  between  “business”  (singular)  and
“businesses” (plural) is crucial for clear writing. Use business
when referring to one commercial entity, concept, or activity. Use
businesses when referring to two or more.

Singular “business”: “The business is expanding its
operations.”
Plural “businesses”: “Several local businesses have
joined the chamber of commerce.”

But there is a nuance: “business” can also be an uncountable
noun  meaning  “commercial  activity  in  general”  or  “one’s
concern.”  In  those  cases,  you  cannot  pluralize  it.  For  example:

“Business is booming” (uncountable).
“That’s none of your business” (idiomatic, uncountable).

When you mean “companies” or “enterprises,” you count them
and use  the  plural.  So  if  you  are  asking  “How do  you  spell

businesses?” you likely need the plural form to describe multiple
companies.

Spelling “Businesses” in
Different Contexts
The  same  spelling  rules  apply  across  all  English  dialects
(American,  British,  Australian,  etc.).  However,  note  the
possessive  forms:

Singular possessive: “The business’s logo” (add ’s).
Plural possessive: “The businesses’ logos” (add only an
apostrophe after the plural “-es”).

Writers  sometimes  mistakenly  write  “businesses”  when  they
mean the possessive singular “business’s.”  Double-check your
meaning:  if  you  are  talking  about  one  business  owning
something,  you  need  the  apostrophe-s,  not  the  plain  plural.

Tips and Tricks to
Remember the Spelling of
“Businesses”
If “how do you spell businesses” is a recurring question in your
mind, try these memory aids:
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Break it into syllables: bus-i-ness-es. Visualize each part.1.
Associate with a phrase: “Every bus in Essex has2.
businesses.” Silly but sticky.
Write it by hand five times – muscle memory works3.
wonders.
Use a mnemonic: “B U S – I N E S S – E S” (the middle4.
“INESS” is like “in ess”).
Check with a digital tool: Most word processors5.
underline misspellings. Pay attention to the red squiggly
line.

Also, practice with sentences:

“All small businesses must file annual taxes.”
“How do you spell businesses correctly in a formal letter?”

Repeated exposure will cement the correct spelling.

Related Terms and Their
Spellings
Expanding your vocabulary around “business” can also reduce
confusion.  Here  are  common related  words  and  their  correct
spellings:

Businessman / Businesswoman – one word, no space.
Plural: businessmen, businesswomen.
Businessperson – a gender-neutral term. Plural:
businesspeople.

Businesslike – adjective meaning efficient and
professional.
Business-to-business (B2B) – hyphenated acronym.
Business class – two words as a noun, often hyphenated
as an adjective (business-class seat).

Notice that none of these require the plural “-es” except when
referring to multiple companies. The core spelling of “business”
remains unchanged.

Why Correct Spelling
Matters in Business
Communication
In  the  professional  world,  spelling  errors  can  undercut  your
authority.  A  misspelled  word  like  “buisnesses”  in  a  company
profile,  email,  or  website can make you appear careless.  Search
engines  also  penalize  poor  spelling  and  grammar,  potentially
harming your SEO rankings. If your content answers “how do you
spell businesses” correctly, readers are more likely to trust your
expertise on other topics.
Moreover,  clarity  is  king.  If  you  use  the  wrong  form  (e.g.,
“business” when you mean multiple companies), your message
may  confuse  or  mislead.  For  example,  “The  business  are
meeting” is grammatically incorrect; it should be “The businesses
are  meeting”  or  “The  business  is  meeting.”  Accuracy  shows
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respect for your audience.

Frequently Asked Questions
About Spelling
“Businesses”
IS IT “BUSINESSES” OR “BUSSINESSES”?
Only  “businesses”  is  correct.  “Bussinesses”  is  a  common
misspelling that doubles the ‘s’ in the middle. Remember: the
singular “business” has only one ‘s’ after the ‘u’.

CAN I EVER USE “BUSINESSES” AS A SINGULAR?
No. “Businesses” is always plural. If you mean one company, use
“business.” If you mean multiple, use “businesses.”

HOW DO YOU SPELL “BUSINESSES” IN BRITISH ENGLISH?

Exactly the same: B-U-S-I-N-E-S-S-E-S.  British English does not
alter the spelling for this word.

WHAT ABOUT THE POSSESSIVE FORM OF “BUSINESSES”?
The plural possessive is “businesses’” (with an apostrophe after
the final ‘s’). For example: “The businesses’ profits increased this
quarter.”
WHY DOES “BUSINESSES” HAVE SO MANY ‘S’ LETTERS?
It has three ‘s’ characters: one in the middle of “business” (after
the ‘i’), one at the end of “business,” and one in the plural ending
“-es.” So total: three ‘s’ sounds, but the word is spelled with three
‘s’ letters―b u s i n e s s e s. Count them: positions 3, 8, and 9.

Conclusion
Spelling “businesses” correctly is easier than you think once you
understand the rule: take the singular “business” and simply add
“-es.” The word has three ‘s’ letters and ten total letters. Avoid
the common traps of swapping the “i” and “u” or adding extra
letters. By


